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PEEFAOE. 


The folio-wing pages are due to researches in that 
remote, and but partially explored region, which, 
from our childhood, -^ve have been led to regard as 
the cradle of the human race. 

The matter they contain is the result of two 
visits to the countries in question: first, in con- 
nexion wdth the Turco-Persian Frontier Commis- ’ 
sion in 1849-52, under the orders of Colonel, now 
Maj7)r-Oeneral Sir W. F. Williams, Bart., of Kars; 
and secondly, in conduct of the Expedition sent 
out by the Assyrian Excavation Fund, at the end 
of the year 1853. 

On returning to England in the middle of last 
year, I ho])ed that the Cominittee.i of the above 
Society would have and in 
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anotlier form, the fruits of its iuvt^sligatious in 
Chaldsea and Assyria ; but, this plan liaving been 
abandoned, I am induced to fnnbody the records 
of some portion of my journeys and r(?soarelH‘s in 
the following pages. 

Altliouffli tills volume doiis not cbroiii(d(^ the 

O 

discovery of sculptured palaces, such astlici sistfu- 
land of Assyria lias }deldod, yet- it <:'<.>mp]'ises 
accounts of cities existing centuries before tla^ 
greatness of Mneveli rose to astonish the East<n'n 
world, and of sites containing the funereal rmnains 
and relics of jiriniasval rac*es. Wntli the mon' 
important of those great necropolis-cities I hope 
to make the reader familiar. 

In my account of "Warka, I have, for the sake of 
brevity, combined the results of my three visits ; 
and, since the modern Sheah (mstom of burial, to 
a certain extent, corresponds with tiuit which pre- 
vailed at the great Chahlmaii ceniot<n'i(.‘s, 1 liave 
introduced, in the early part of the work, d<‘- 
scription of the celebrated Persian slirines and 
cemeteries at Meshed ’All and Kerbella. 

Although the ruins of Babylon have been 
repeatedly described, I have madci a brief allusion 
to them, and mentioned the most recent diseoveritis 
made there, because a work on Chaldma would be 
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deeply indebted to Mr Redhoiise for Li^ valuabbi 
corrections; and, altliougb many well-lviiowii names 
appear here in somewhat different gnlse from that 
which they nsnally wear, I conceive that it is 
better to risk the charge of pedantry than to per- 
petuate errors. I am, neverthekv\ss, fully aware 
that there are several inacenraeies in this r<:‘sp{H‘t, 
because the late severe illness of Mr Eedljouso 
prevented my asking his aid until some of the 
early sheets had passed through the press. TIicbo 
it is proposed to amend, if another edition of the 
work be required. If, however, the accented 
vowels be attended to, the reader will approach 
very nearly to the native pronunciation. The d 
is equivalent to the French a: the i to the Frcncdi 
e; i corresponds to the sound of ee; {i to that of 
00 ; and the guttural aspirate is represont(.‘d in 
such words as ^Ali and Musd^d, 

It gives me great pleasure here to record my 
sincere obligations to others of my fruuuls ""aIu) 
have aided me with their advice and correidions 
while the work was in the press; more espcH'ially to 
the Eev. Dr Hamilton, Mr J. F. Kidiolson, Mr 
Radford, Mr Birch, Mr Vaux, and Mr Boutcher. 
To the last-named gentleman I am likewke in- 
debted for the careful copies on wood of his own 



original drawings, made on the spot for the 
Assyrian Exeavation Society, and also of those 
(now in the British Museum) made by the friend 
and companion of my first journey, Mr H, A. 
Churchill. 

I here likewise take the opportunity of acknow- 
ledging the aid and encouragement afforded to me 
on the field of my researches. To General 
Williams I am in an especial manner indebted for 
the facilities which, as British Commissioner, he 
invariably granted to me in carrying out such 
plans as were advantageous to the success of my 
labours. During the more recent Expedition on 
behalf of the Assyrian fecitvation Fund, my 
efforts were materially aided by the position 
assigned mo by the Earl of Clarendon, as an 
Attache of our Embassy at Constantinople during 
the continuance of the Expedition, for which I 
return my grateful acknowledgments. My thanks 
aro'^also due to his ExccUeney Lord Stratford de 
Ecdcliffo, the first patron of Assyrian research, 
who, amidst other and most onerous duties, applied 
to the Porte for, and obtained, new firmans for 
exeavation. And, lastly, to Sir Henry Eawllnson 
1 desire to express my obligations for the assist- 
ance rendered me in lia then official capacity, as 

• , " "'if 
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Consul-General at Bagliclad, bj liis inlbuniee witli 
the Tiirkisli autliorities and native Arab <.*]iieis. 

In conclusion, I hope that the new tacts and 
observations which I am enabled to lay before tlui 
reader will insure me some consideration for my 
literary inexperience. 

W. K. L. 


X0RW00I>, Decemher 18,5(5, 
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CHAPTEE I. 


Loudou to BughdSd — ^Turkish, and Persian Troubles — Colonel Williams 
and tluj Frontier Commissioners — Constantinople — Alesopotiunia — 
A Flowery Wilderness — The City of Harunu-’r-R<;shid — Pestilence 
— ^Nedjib and Abdf Pashas. 

For many centuries the extensive frontier between Turkey 
and Persia has been in an unsettled state, contimaally 
clianging its limits as the strength or influence of 
either Government for the time prevailed. The aflable 
Persian naturally regards the haughty Osm^nli in the 
light of an intruder upon those rich plains which owned 
obedience to the might of the Kayanians and Sassanians 
in the days of Ddr4b and Sliapiir. Eeligious difference, 
moreover, adds to the political animosity of the two great 
.Muliuininedan powers. The phlegmatic Turk quietly 
smokes liis chibdk, swears by the beard of Omar, and 
tliuuks the omnipotent Allah for all the blessings he 
enjoys ; on the other hand, the ardent follower of. the 
martyred ’All. curses the orthodox believer, and takes 
every oppf)rfcmiifcy to insult his patron saints. It may be 
easily e.onceivcd that such political and religious disagrec- 
mentB are fre([ucutly productive nf a* state- of anarchy and 
])loodshed, when the subjects of thS'tWo nations come into 
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close contact. To add to the didlculfcic.s attend any 
proposed reconciliation, the frontier is inliahited hy various 
predatory races, who regard both Turk and Persian with 
ecpial hatred, and who are only too hap]>y tf) exereisi^ tiudr 
phmdering propensities by incursions into either terri I oj-}'. 
The internal divisions and jealousies which, exist among 
these Avarlike tribes fortunately prevent them frt.>in (toni- 
billing, as in the days of the Partliiaiis, and prox’iiig 
formidable competitors for the possession of t.)ri.ontul 
domiiiion. * 

In 1839-40, the outbreak of serious hostilities between 
the Turkish and Persian Governments, arising from tlici 
causes above mentioned, was irnininent, and likely, in 
the course of time, to endanger the traiKjnillity" of the 
wliole Avorld. The Cahinets of England and Kussia., in- 
fluenced doubtless by the proximity of their own fron- 
tiers in India and Georgia to the regions in qiiosti<jii, and 
therefore interested in the maintenance of peace, oifered 
their friendly mediation for the purpose of restraining 
the belligerent attitude of their Mohammedan neighboiirs. 
The proposal was accepted, and commissioners from the 
four powers assembled at Erzenim, who, after sitting four 
years, eventually concluded a treaty, one article of Avliich 
determined tliat representatives sliould bo sent to survey 
and define a p.recisc line of bonmlary wliicli iniglifc not 
admit of future dispute. A joint commission Avas {amse- 
cpiently appointed to carry out tliis article, 'I'lie P>ritidi 
Government selected Colonel Williams, R.A.,'"'' to this ser- 
vice, his previous experience during the protractiid coii- 
ferences at Erzeriim having eminently (jiiaiified him for 
the task now assigned him. Colonel Tclierikoff, tin? 
Russian commissioner, although nob a party to tlu^ treaty, 

Tlirofighout tliia volume, “ tho IToro of in alhut'd l<. Uudi'i 

the nink lio hold at the time oh Coimnisaioaoi* for tiie deliuiit;dion <<[' thi,' 
fi’oiitior. 




wiiri o(jiuilly woM cJioscn to represent tlic Czar. Witli 
tlit'Ho officers were associated Dervish Pasha, and Mirza 
Jaler KJiaii, the c-oinmissioners for Turkey and Persia 
respectively. Both liad been educated in Europe. The 
fowner enjoyed the ropaitation of being the most learned 
moajit among his countrymen, an excellent linguist and 
chemist. The latter soon endeared liiinself to the mem- 
bers of the various parties by his obliging manners and 
many acts of kindness and attention. 

In January 184.9, I was attached by Lord Palmerston 
as geologist to the staff of Colonel Williams, and directed 
to lose no time in joining my cliief. On reaching Constan- 
tinople, and presenting myself, according to instructions, 
to Lord Stratford de Eedcliffe (then Sir Stratford Canning), 

1 learned that Colonel Williams and his party had set out 
from thence on Christmas-day, and that letters had been 
received, dated Siw4s, giving a deplorable account of the 
state of the weather and roads. The snow had fallen to 
such an unprecedented depth, that the greatest difficulty 
heset their journey, and at several places it was found 
necessary, after many days’ detention, to cut roads for the 
passage of the mules. Under these circumstances, the 
ajn])assador detained me at Constantinople for a few 
weeks, in the hope that the return of spring would open 
tlie c<.)mmuiiications with the interior, and admit of my 
tj’aveliing with more rapidity. 

Oh the 7th of March I left the shores of tlie Bosphorus. 
Afi.t‘r the usual disagreeable voyage in a Black Sea 
steamer, and a cold protected ride across the Taurus, 
which the snow still lay uncomfortably deep, I at 
length reached Diarbekir, whence, proceeding down the 
swollen ligris on a or raft of skins, I aTTive<l 

at Mosul on the 5th April, and there joined the Britisli 
commission. * ^ . 0’:^? 1*^®’*'*''* 

rt is no part of my intetttio^ ’my readers 
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with any description of “Nineveh, that ginat (‘ity.’” TiiLs 
has been already done by another and more able pen than 
mine. Let it suffice to state, that we beheld those asto- 
nishing “heaps built by men’s hands, and mhaired the 
perseverance and determination of our conn try man, 
Layard, who, from these shapeless mounds, exhumed the 
wondrous series of Assyrian sculptures ■\rhieh no\^'' forms 
such an important feature in our national collection of 
antiquities. We visited the four great mounds of Koy- 
unjuk, Khorsabd-d, Kliramles, and Nimnid, marking tiie 
angles of the parallelogram which is su2)posed to enchjse 
Nineveh. The time spent in our visit consume<l exactly 
three days, and it is probably to a similar circuit of its 
extent that the passage refers — “ Now Nineveh was an 
exceeding great city of three days’ journey.” 

Baghdad was appointed for the rendezvous of the com- 
missioners ; and, as the British party wns in advance of 
the others, we floated down the Tigris on rafts, visiting 
at our leisure all those points of interest so admiralty 
described by Bich in his “ Narrative of a Residence in 
Koordistan,” and subsequently by other traveHers.t All 
being new to us, we fully enjoyed the opportunity, granted 
to so few. We rambled over the desolate mound of 
Kffi’a Shergat, the ancient capital of Assyria ; w^e 
landed at Tekrit, celebrated as the birth-place of tJie 
romantic Saladiu, the Arab hero of the Crusades ; and wc 
stood on the plain of Ddra, recalling to mind the goTd(',n 
image erected by Nebuchadnezzar, and tlic unflhujhim,^ 
faith of Shadra^ch, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 

, expression may, however, refer to the niinly in- 


habited ilistnct between the river Z6,h on the soutli, and tlie Khdbur uu 
the north, which, there is equal reason to believe, constituted lla* Xin.nvh 
oi Jonah 8 mission. The joxmney between these two rivers occupies exactly 
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ll'j was ToiclHiR’hig. Instead of tlio arid sands, wliicli 
tlic word “desert” implies to the uninitiated in Meso- 
j)r>tamjati ti'avel, hroad plains of the richest verdure, 
on]ivene<l vith flowers of every hue, met our delighted 
gaze on cither side of the noble river. Coleopterous 
insects swarmed upon the banks, culling the sweets of 
the fleeting vegetation. The cry of the A-^elvet-breasted 
francoliii, and the sand -grouse’^ rushing overhead like an 
irresistible wind, enticed the most ardent of our party to 
land, and indulge the love of their favourite sport. The 
result was not unsuccessful, and little trouble was expe- 
rienced in providing for our commissariat. ISTow and 
then a herd of wild boars was discovered among the 
jungle, or observed crossing the river : it was seldom that 
they escaped unsaluted by a volley of buUeH 'with more 
or less effect. A bend of the S#^am sometimes brought 
us suddenly upon a large * Bedouin encampment, whence, 
on observing the raft, a score or so of swarthy Arab 
dames, with piercing black eyes and never-fading rows of 
the whitest teeth, launched forth on inflated sheep skins, 
and paddled out to meet the “ keleks.” They bore on 
their heads Ijowls of milk or delicious lebben,t which they 
disposed of in return for a few small coins. Although 
the general aspect of the country is monotonous, there 
is always something to amuse the traveller. Never did 
a merrier party than ours float down the Tigris upon a 
fragile raft. 

As Baghdad is approached, the pendent branches of 
tlic graceful date-tree, and the refreshing green of the 
pomegranate, with its bright red flowers, become more 
and more fi*equGnt until, many md.es above the city, the 
river (lows through one continuous grove. At length 
the mosrjues and minarets appear;, the goal so long 

* The Fran.<}olim(,s vulgmia artnarCns of mini filial-. 

t Soar clotted mHk— ’ 




bAghdId past and present. 


wished-for is within sight at last, 
void of poetry and sentiment in w 


BSjjhdild and the Tigiis. 

of those shining domes does not excite at least some spark 
of emotion. Who is there that does not recall that city 
where the lively imagination of his youthful days was wont 
to revel amid palaces shining in splendour, groups of blind 
beggars, and the glories of the kli^lifat 1 Who is thei’c 
that does not exclaim, “ Is this the Baghdad of 
h*-Eeshid and the ‘ Arabian Nights ' '? ’’ Alas ! iiow fallen ! 
The blind beggars, it is true, still cluster in tlie bazaars, 
and are met at every corner of the streets — the n)iH('ry 
and filth remain — but where are the palaces and'^tla^ 
justice of the Prince of the Faithful ? Few relics uf its 
quondam magnificence survive to remiiul us td* t,ht' past. 
A single minaret, a couple of gateways, the wall ctl* a, 
college, and the conical tomb of the lieautiful Zoheid, 
are nearly all that exist of Baghdad as it was in the days 
of its greatness. To the just khfdif has succeeded a rac** 
of Turkish pashas having no interest hut their own, 
aggrandizement— no thought hut how they cun must 



BAGHDAD IN DANGEE,. 


7 


cObf^tnally cbojit tli.o revenue, enricli tliemsolves, and pass 
t lieir time in dehaucheiy. Exaction and vice are tlie 
orvler of the day. iSTow and then htUKUirahle exceptions 
occur io tliis genera] rule, but those, alas ! are few and far 
1 between. But of tbis more anon. 

At the date of our arj-ival (May 5) the whole poj^ula- 
ti(.)U of Baghdad was in a state of the utmost alarm and 
apprehension. In consecpieu.ee of the raj)id melting of 
the snows on the Kurdish mountains, and the enormous 
influx of water from the Euphrates through the Seglawiyya 
canal, the spring-rise of the Tigris had attained the unpre- 
cedented height of 22^ feet. This was about five feet 
above its ordinary level during the highest season, even 
exceeding the great rise in 1831, when the river broke 
down the walls and destroyed no less than 7000 clweUmgs 
during a single night, at a time wten the plague was com- 
mitting the most fearful ravages among the inhabitants. 

Kedjib Pasha had, a few days previously to our 
arrival, summoned the population e?i masse to provide 
agjiinst the general danger by raising a strong high 
mound completely round tlie walls. Mats of reeds were 
placed outside to bind the earth compactly together. 
The water was thus restrained from devastating the inte- 
rior of the city — ^not so effectually, however, but that it 
filtered tlirough the fine alluvial soil, and stood in the 
8crda])s, or cellars, several feet in depth. It had reached 
witniii two feet of the top of the bank! On the river 
side the bouses alone, many of which were very old and 
fra.il, prevented the ingress of the flood. It was a critical 
j iiiicture. Men were stationed night and day to watch 
the iiarriers. If the dam or any of the foundations had 
failed, Baglidad must have been bodily wasljcd away. 
.Fortunately the pressure was withstood, and the immda- 
tion gradually subsided. The coimtry on aff" sides- for 
miles was under wuxter, so that there xyas no possibility 
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of proceoding beyond the dyke, except in the jjoatR which 
were established as ferries to keep n]') <ioinniniii(^aii()ii 
across the inundation. The city was ft)i.‘ the lime au 
island in avast inland sea, and it was a fnil monih 
before the inhabitants could ride ].)eyoii<l the w^alls. 

As the summer advanced, the malaria arising from the* 
evaporation of the stagnant water, produced sucli an 
amount of fever that 12,000 died from a population oi 
about 70,000. The mortality at one time in tlie city 
reached 120 per day — and no wonder, wlien a person 
on being first attacked was made to swallow a laigii 
q^uantity of the juice of unripe grapes ! The streets 
presented a shocking spectacle of misery and suffering. 
The sick lay in every direction — at the doors of houses, 
in the bazaars, and open spaces ; while those recently 
smitten or just recovering were to be seen staggering 
along by tlie wall sides or supported vdtli sticks. The 
gates of the city were beset with biers — some carricjd on 
men’s shoulders to the adjacent cemeteries, others on the 
backs of mules to tbe sacred shrines of Meshed ’AH ami 
Kerbelia. 

Although our quarters were fixed in a small summer- 
house and garden at Gheiira, an liour’s distance irnm flic 
city, the party was not exempt from the prevailing ejtido 
mic. All in turn snifered from fever, and at tinuiB tiu've 
was scarcely a servant, out of our large suite, ai)le tet 
attend upon the sick. 

In consequence of the delay arising from the Turkisli 
commissioner’s non-arrival at the appointed titne, and 
from certain intricate questions which rccpiired a rer( 3 ivnee 
to the home Governments, the idea was abamloned <tf pro- 
ceeding to the frontier until the summer sliould he past. 
In fact, it would have been impossible at that season to bear 
the fearful beat at the head of the Pemian Gulf Even 
at Baghdad, during the day, in summer, the thennomoter 
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ii) tlic shade often rises to ll 7 °Falii'.; and frequently, 
wlien the wind blows from the south, tlie oppression on 
tin? senses is so great as to be almost unendurable.'''' The 
atmosphere is, however, dry, consequently the lassitude 
produced is not to 1)0 compared with that experienced' 
in a moist climate, like that on the sea-coast of India, or 
of the Gidf. The heat of the day is relieved in some 
inoasui’e ])y the agreeable temperature of the night. 

Our time was spent in making pre2>arations for the ap- 
proaching campaign, purchasing horses and mules, hiring 
servants, and obtaining information likely to he useful 
in the course of our future wanderings. Much of our 
leisure was passed in the agreeable society of the English 
residents at B^ghdhd ; and our sojourn there must ever 
])e a subject of pleasing reminiscence to the members of 
the conimission. Nothing could exceed the attention and 
hospitality lavished upon us by the consul-general, Colonel 
(now Sir Henry) Eawlinson, Captain Felix Jones, and that 
small party of Englishmen whose lot it was to make the 
city of the khalifs their temporary home. 

Baghdad has been so frequently described, that it forms 
no part of my intention to dwell upon it. Other and less- 
visited s2)ots invite onr notice. 

The state of the pashalic was anything but satisfactoiy 
at this period. The cruel exactions and oppressive con- 
duct of Nedjib Pasha, who had for many years farmed 
the'* rcvejmcxs, wore at length producing their inevitable 
fruits. Revolt and disaffection reigned everywhere 
among his subjects. The Beni L 4 m Arabs, along the 
lower course of the Tigris, broke out into open rebellion, 
in coiisccj Lienee of the pasha having placed that tribe 
under tiieir sworn foes, the Montefik, and llirown into 
'i - ■: .■ ...''s 

Wo tiow had positive evidence of the staternent made to iis in 
mountains concoi’uiug BiglidM, that birds were so tlistressod by ilic liosi', 
as to sit oil the rkte-brocs with their Ipeti'pwting for frssh air ! 
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prison the two sons of their sheik! i, .Meihkilr-- his }(os- 
tages a,t Baglnlad — becjinse lie was several years in ai'i’t'ar 
of his cnstomaiy trilnite. Tliey seizetl all nali\a? vessds 
laden with merchandise passing u]) and down (he 1 igris. 
All comiminication was intermpted Ijctwcen j>aglida<l 
and Busrah. Caravans w^cre detained, and the liair of 
the camels sliorn, it being the proper season for (his 
ccss. But the Arabs, at least, had some sense of justice — 
the cargoes of the boats and the camels’ hair were care- 
fully laid aside, to be honourably restored to tlieir owners 
as soon as matters might be satisfactorily arranged ; and 
British property -was respected. 

The Khuzeyl Arabs, inhabiting the marsh lands on the 
west of the Euphrates, had torn down tlio dams whicli 
restrained the “great river” witliin its proper limits, 
and, by flooding their lands, j)]aced themselves, for tiie 
time being, utterly beyond the power of the Turkish 
G-overnment. 

The wild MMan tribes, in lower Mesopotamia, Avere on 
the point of following the example of their neighbours on 
either side. The Bedouin Arab, taking advantage of the 
general confusion, made formidable inenrsious into tlie 
pashalic, and plundered aU parties indiscriminately, (lius 
retaining his character us the descendant of Ishuiael, ami 
fulfilling the pi’edictiou, that “his hand wo'll liC against 
every man, and every man’s hand against him.”'"' "idje 
prosj)ects of the Turks in their soutlu'rii provintjc wtav 
dark in the extreme. Strong re})i*esentatious w'ere, lanv- 
ever, made to the Porto, and resulted in tlie <lismissal 
of Nedjih Pasha, the instahneiit of tlio Sei-askier Abdj 
Pasha in his room, and the abolition of tiie s}'s{e.m ttf 
fiirniiiig the revenue by the substitution (jf a reguJai* and 
liljcral salary to the new governor, Tbc chajigo was liailod 
witJi delight throughout the whole province*, ajnl by slow 
* Genesis x?j. 12, 
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(IcgrcoH trAJK juilli ty Avas .rcstore<l. ISrecljil> Paslia sliortly 
aftc'rward.s took liis departure for Constantinople, leaving, 
it was said, an enoianoiis amount of private debts unpaid, 
l)ut talcing with him a large sum of money. It Avas by 
his (.)rdors that Sofdk, the celebrated Shammar Arab chief, 
was treacherously slain, while under safe-conduct ; and a 
host of other serious crimes could be esta])lished against 
him. Never theless, Nedjil) Pasha was a politic governor ; 
his severities being frequently Avell-timed, insurrection 
Avas prevented in the bud. It AA’-as oiily by an imcxpected 
chain of disorders, which he had not the power to quell, 
that he Avas driven from his long dominion. 

Acting in direct opposition to the orders of his superior, 
Abdi Pasha exhibited so much tact and good feeling dur- 
ing his mission Avith the troops into the Khuzeyl territories, 
that those refractory tribes were subdued without blood- 
shed, and returned to their allegiance. This circumstance 
had such weight Avith the Porte, that he Avas considered 
the fittest person to succeed Nedjib Pasha. He Avas, 
hoAvever, soon found Avantiiig in those qualities Avhich 
constitute a good governor. As a. soldier, he had per- 
formed his part admirably ; but no sooner did he assAime 
the civil poAver than his firmness forsook him. Eesigning 
himself bo the luxury of his new position, he submitted 
to 1)0 guided by a favourite eunuch — a sort of buffoon 
ANdiose gross gestures and language were unendurable iDy 
Puropoaiis. '^riic sagacious Arabs were not long in dis- 
covering that they might act almost as they pleased ; and 
they did not fail soon afterwards to take advantage of 
the circmnstancc. 

Buell Avas the state of affairs at the end of summer in 
the paslialic of Ihighddd, Avhen, as soon as the intensity 
of the heat permitted. Colonel Williams deterrnined to 
relieve the momhony and lassitude attendant on our long 
detention by carrying out a contemplated trip to the 
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rains of Babylon, and to tlio celebrated Persian hIividos. 
Oiir arrangements being effected, and the day fixe<l U*]. 
departure, we quitted om weaiisomo ill mile at ( llieiui'a, 
crossed tlio feny over the Tigi'is by starli*:ht, and at 
Klifm-i-Za’acl were joined by tlie Eussiau and iuvkisli 
parties, who bad expressed a desire to accompany us. 


CHAPTBE IL 


B%lidacl to Babylon — ^Tlic KMn — Canals and Ancient Fertility — (Sliape- 
less Mounds — Fulfilment of Prophecy. 

The distance between BdghdM and the ruins of Babylon 
is aljout fifty miles, across a barren desert tract. Large 
hhd,ns occur at convenient intervals, to provide for the 
security of travellers against the roving Bedouins who at 
times scour the surrounding country, A description of 
one of these khdns will suffice. It is a large and substan- 
tial square building, in the distance resembling a fortress, 
being surrounded with a lofty wall, and flanked by round 
towers to defend the inmates in case of attack. Passing 
through a strong gateway, the guest enters a large court, 
the sides of which are divided into numerous arched 
compartments, open in front, for the accommodation of 
separate parties, and for the reception of goods. In the 
centre is a spacious raised platform, used for sleeping upon 
at uiglit, or for the devotions of the faithful during the 
day. Between the outer wall and the compartments are 
wide-vaulted arcades, extending round the entire building, 
where tlie Ijoasts of burden are placed. Upon the roof of 
the arcades is an excellent terrace, and, over the gateway, 
a.u elevated tower containing two rooms — one of which is 
open at the sides, permitting the occupants to enjoy every 
breath of air that passes across the heated plaiu. Tlic 
terrace is tolerably clean ; but tbe ^eourt and stafoHng 
below are ankle deep in chopped. imdffilth. Each 
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kliati is supplied witk a well, dug tlirougli the gravel 
tlic gypsiferous deposits beiieatli, invariably iiffordijig bad, 
brackisli water, wdiicli tastes, as one of our party a,[)t!y 
described it, like a solution of leatlierl During the long 
summer, these khans are frecpiently crovaled to excess liy 
pilgrims from Persia on their way to the shrines. .Kach 
caravan brings with it numbers of fclt-eoverod coilins, 
containing dead bodies sent for burial in the sacred ceme- 
teries. As pilgrims, coffins, and animals arc shut up 
together all night — or all day, as the case may bo — v'ithin 
tlie khans, it may be conceived that the atmos] diere, 
impregnated with noxious gases, deals death and destruc- 
tion around. It is estimated that, in healthy seasons, a 
fiftli of the travellers, overcome with fever and other 
diseases, find their graves in the desert ; while, in times 
of cholera and epidemics, the average is much larger of 
those who fail to return to tlieir distant homes. 

In former days the vast plains of Babylonia W'Cre 
nourished by a complicated system of canals and water- 
courses, which, sptead over the surface of .the country like 
net- work. The. wants of a teeming population were sup- 
plied by a rich soil, not less bountiful than that on the 
banks- of the Egyptian Nile. Like islands, rising from a 
golden sea of waving corn, stood frequent groves of palms 
and pleasant gardens, affording to the idler or the ti-a voller 
their grateful and highly-valued shade. (Irowds of pas- 
sengers hurried along the dusty roads to uiul from 
busy city^ The land was rich in corn nn<l wine. How- 
changed is the aspect of that region at the presci,it day ! 
Long lines of mounds, it is true, mark Uic emirses uf 
those main arteries which formerly <liffii8e(l lih'. arid vcgi?- 
tatioii along their banks, but their chain i els are now 
bereft of moisture , and choked with drifted sand ; tins 
smaller offshoots are wholly effaced, “ A drought is upon 
licr waters,” says the prophet, “and they shaJi be dried 
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All tliat remains of that ancient civilization — that 
“ g'loiy of kingdoms/’ “ the praise of the whole earth” — 
is recognizahle in the mimcrons monldering heaps of hrick 
and riihhish which overspread the .surface of the plain. 
Instead of the luxuriant fields, the groves and gardens, 
not]]ij]g now meets the eye but an arid waste — the dense 
population of former times is vanished, and no man 
dwells there. Instead of the hum of many voices, silence 
reigns jnofound, except when a few passing travellers or 
roving Arabs fiit across the scene. Destruction has swept 
the land, and the hand of man been made the instrument 
by which God has efiected his punishment.! But for the 
curse upon it, there is no physical reason why it should 
not be as bountiful and thickly inhabited as in clays of 
yore ; a little care and labour bestowed on the ancient 
canals would again restore the fertility and population 
which it originally possessed. It would require no immense 
expenditure of funds to clear the channels of the loose 
sands, which have accumulated during so many centuries, 
and to render them navigable for the shallow vessels of 
the country. Such a work of supererogation is not, how- 
ever, to be expected from the existing race of Turkish 
officials, and must bo left until the time when the curse 
upon it shall bo removed, and European civilization, with 
its concomitant advantages, shall penetrate into those 
distant wilds. May that time soon arrive I 

1 have been led into this digression by the fact that 
the Nalir hlidka, one of the four main arteries which sup- 

* .Ter. 1. 88. 

t lu a review of “ Jolin,ston’8 Physical Geography,” contained in the . 
Ediitbiwjk Maijazine for April 1849, tho writer has well remarked that , 
“ war and barrenness of soil are not the chief obstacles to jiopulai/ion. 
Itisecuiity of propci'ty implied iir tyrannical governments is ihn gmat 
ilcpo})ulator. Men will not labour when they con not be coriahi of I ho 
fniiia of their labour,' they sink into lassgude, indolence, and beggary.'’ 
'This is a tnio picture of tho present stet© 

applicable to Babylonia, which lias vicissitudes. 
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plied Babylonia with the waters of tlie Bnphratos, passed 
close to Kh‘^n-1-Za’ad, and is still traceable by a sli.a;]it 
depression. It should be remarked, that tiic beils of 
navigable canals are below the level of the siirruinidhig 
country, while those of the secondary or irrigating canals 
are above that level. This arises from the comparatiA'ely 
shallow depth of the latter, and the rapi<l aceainulatio]i 
of matter held in suspension by the water, wlnxdi, on 
deposition, raises their channels each successive year. 
Now and then the beds of canals in action at the present 
day are cleaned out, and the deposit, forming embank- 
ments at the sides, prevents the flooding of the cultivated 
land. 

Between Edi^n-i-Zii^ad and the little village of hlohawil 
there is nothing to interest the traveller, ])ut soon after 
passing the date-trees and modern canal of the latter 
place, a small mound affords from its summit the first 
glimpse of the ruins of Babylon, Truly said the prophet 
concerning her, “ Babylon shah become heaps, an astonish- 
ment, and an hissings without an inlxabitant.’^ t Unsiglu iy 
mounds alone remain of that magnificence which Scrip- 
ture so frequently dilates upon, and which the jiagcs of 
Herodotus so carefully describe. Who can recognise in 
those shapeless piles, exposed to the ravages of time and 
the destructive hand of man during twenty centuries, 
any of its former grandeur t 

We learn from Ilerodotust that the great city vvus*lmilt 
in the form of a square, each side of which was defcm<lcd 
by an enormous wall, measuring 120 stadia, or about 
15 miles in length, and furnished with twenty -five 
gates of brass ; the interior being aurauged in H«piaroB 
by streets intersecting each other at right angles. Tlie 
Euplirates divided the city into two parts, which \vt‘re 
connected by a bridge of immense length and width. 

* Jer. li. 37. t Lib. i. c. 178, ct scf/. 
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According to Diorloms Siculus,* a palace stood at eitlier 
extremity of tlie bridge : that on the eastern side measur- 
ing 3 1 miles in circumference — ^that on the western being 
7-|- miles. He also speaks of the temple of Belus on the 
latter side. Herodotus, however, mentions but one palace 
and the temple of Belus. 

The ruins at present existing stand upon the eastern 
bank of the Euphrates, and are enclosed within an irre- 
gular triangle formed by two lines of ramparts and the 
river, the area being about eight miles. This space contains 
three great masses of building — the high pHe of unbaked 
brickwork called byEicht "Mdjellibe,” but which is known 
to the Arabs as “ Babel the building denominated the 
“ Kasr,” or palace ; and a lofty mound upon which stands 
the modern tomb of Ami4m-ibn- All. Upon the western 
bank of the Euphrates are a few traces of ruins, but none 
of sufEcient importance to give the impression of a palace. 
It wiU therefore be seen that the ancient and modern 
descriptions of Babylon do not agree, unless we are to 
consider the mounds within the triangular space above- 
mentioned as constituting a single palace and its ofhees. 
If so, where are we to look for the walls of Babylon fifteen 
miles square 1 It has been suggested, that, by regarding 
the great tower of the Birs Himrfid on the south, and 
the conical mound of El Heimar on the* east, as two 
coniers of a vast square, we should thus get over the 
difficulty ; but unfortunately we have no evidence of the 
existence of any walls around the square thus traced. 

There are various causes to account for the complete 
disappearance of the walls and so much of the buildings. 
Upwards of 2300 years ago, Darius, the son of Hystaspes,| 
caused them to be demolished in consequence of a re])el- 
hon in the city, thus bringing about i the fulfil li Tig of the 
prophecy — “ The wall of Babylon shall faU her walls are 
* lib, ii. 0 , 8, t “ Memoir on the iii. 150. 
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thrown down' “ the broad walls .... shall ])e utterly 
hrokeh/'* During that period, likewise, the nihis were 
used as a never-failing brick field — city after city was 
built from its materials. Ctesiphon, Kiifa, KoiboUa, 
Hillah, Bd;ghd^d, and numerous other places — them- 
selves now scarcely to he recognized — derived their supply 
of bricks from Babylon 1 The floods of the Eu] >hrates and 
the rains of winter, too, have exercised their share in Ijury- 
ing and disintegrating the materials. Ail these agencies 
at work have combined to render Babylon a byword 
and a reproach among nations. Rich, and, but recently, 
Fresnel and Bayard, endeavoured by excavation to recover 
some information from the existing mounds, but they 
encountered such inextricable confusion that they gave 
up their several attempts in despair. 

In my opinion — and I have examined the ruins on four 
several occasions — ^it is now utterly impossible to recog- 
nize one, single point in them as the remains of any of 
those sumptuous palaces described by the early historians. 
Rich,t whose account and measurements are models of 
careM .examination, has misled himself and others by his 
enthusiasm in endeavouring to identify certain of the 
ruins with the descriptions of Herodotus. I grant that 
it is a most pleasing subject to speculate upon, hut it Ls 
perfectly hopeless, at this distance of time, to trace out any 
plan of the ancient city as it existed in its greatness and 
glory.t It must not be inferred from these remarks that 
any doTibt exists as to the identity of the ruins in (pies- 
tion with those of the scriptural Babylon. There cannot 
be two opinions on that subject. Independently of the 

* Jeremiah li. 44, 68 j L 16. f “Memoir on tho IluiuH of Baljylon.''’ 

t In 1854-56 a minute survey of Babylon and its environs wsis insulo at 
the request of Sir Henry BawHnson, by Cafitain Jon^, LN,, assistetl bj Dr 
Hyslop and Mr T. K. Lynch. The public will doubtless ero lon^be pnt in 
possession of the important information which, it is smd, wm f»btaiued 
djLmng the progress of this examination. 
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fact t]iat universal tradition pomts to this locality as the 
seat of tlie Babylonian capital, no other site can he so 
appropriately determined on. 

During Mr Layard’s excavations at Babylon in the 
winter of 1850, Biibel, the northern mound, was investi- 
gated;'"" but he failed to make any discovery of importance 
beneath the square m,ass of unbaked brickwork except a 
few piers and walls of more sohd structure. According 
to the measurement of Eich, it is nearly 200 yards square, 
and 141 feet high. It may be suggested that it was the 
basement upon which stood the citadel. From its summit 
is obtained the best view of the other ruins. On the south 
is the large mound of Mdjeilibe, so called from its “ over-” 
turned condition. The fragment of ancient brick 
masonry called the Kasr, which remains standing on-.its 
surface, owes its preservation to the difficidty experienced 
in its destruction. The bricks, strongly hied in fine 
cement,, resist all attempts to separate the several layers. 
Their under sides are generally deeply stamped with the 
legend of Nebuchadnezzar. Not far from this edifice is 
the well-known block of basalt, rouglily cut to represent 
a lion standing over a prostrate human figure. This, 
together with a fragment of frieze, are the only instances 
of has reliefs hitherto discovered in the ruins. The last, 
discovered by Mr Layard, exhibits two figures of deities, 
with head-dresses resembling those peculiar to Persepolis 
and Khorsabad. 

On the south of the Mdjellibe is the mound of Amr^m, 
from which Mr Layard obtained the remarkable series of 
texTa-cotta bowls, with inscriptions in ancient Chaldsean 
characters, supposed to have been charms used by tlie ■ 
Jews during the captivity to. ward off the Evil Oue. 
These are among the most interesting relics procuj-ed 
from Babylon. 

* “ Nineveh and Babylon,'^ p. 604~t. a* 
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Various ranges of smaUer mounds fill up tlic inter- 
vening space to the eastern angle of the walls, 'llio 
pyramidal mass of El Heimar, far distant in tbe same 
direction— and the still more extraordinary pile of the 
Birs Nimrrtd in the south-west, across the Euplirates— 
rise from the surrounding plain like two mighty tumuli 
designed to mark the end of departed greatness, hhd- 
-way between them, the river Euphrates, wending her 
silent course towards the sea, is lost amid the extensive 
date-groves which conceal from sight the little Arab 
town of Hillah. All else around is a blank waste, recall- 
ing the words of Jeremiah : — “ Her cities are a desolation, 
a dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no^nnin 
dwelleth, neither doth any son of man pass thereby/' 

It would he useless here to enter into a more detailed 
description of the ruins, because the works of Rich and 
Layard yield all the information which is known on the 
subiect, and to them my readers must be referred. 
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Hilkli — ^Tri]}ir Bey and tlie Turkish Brass Band — ^Tlie Oven Dance — « 
ifartial Escort — Bridge of Boats — Bfrs Nimrud — Its true Theory — 
Sir H, Eawlinson’s Discoveiies — The Seven-coloured Walls of the 
Temple of the Spheres — Chaldee Astronomy, 


The camp of our party was pitched on the southern 
extremity of the mounds, near the village of Jdmjdm^, 
where we were joined hy Tahir Bey, the military gover- 
nor of Hihah, one of the very few meii in Turkey who 
have devoted theic time to study the profession of a 
soldier. He was known as a dashing officer, and pos- 
sessed that franlmess and off-hand manner which stamped 
the correctness of the character he had obtained. He was 
a general favourite, and soon made himself at home 
with ns. He placed a guard of fifty men to look after 
our safety during the night ; and, to afford some 
amusement, ordered out the brass band of the garrison 
under his command, which at intervals enlivened us with 
selections and remarkable variations from Bellini, Doni- 
zetti, and even Strauss 1 This, as may be imagined, was 
not quite consonant to the feelings of the European por- 
tion of the assembly, who would infinitely rather have 
dispensed with such frivolities, and have indulged in 
quiet contemplation on the extraordinary scene wkich 
we had that day for the first time beheld. But, as there 
was no help for it, we were obliged to conforju to the 
feelings of the majority, afid respect idlest 
which TYihir Bey lavished i 
At such times as the 
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:liose never-failing accompaiiiments 
dancer — was introduced to add to 
' He proved to be no 

ordinary bnlfoon, sncli as usually exliibits to an Eastern 
audience. Hamza of Hillab was cekbrated far and near 
for Ids grace and modesty. He miglit have been alwiit 
eioditeen years old, and was not only dressed, but ap- 
peared like a girl, tall and sliglitly built. His costume re- 
sembled that of a Spanish dancer, consisting of a tight vest 
■with loose sleeves of red silk, and a skirt of the same 
material, which reached to below the knees, ami was 
ornamented with alternate rings or flounces of red, Idue, 
and yellow, edged with Persian shawl. This skirt was 
called ‘‘ tenndr,” from its resemblance to an Arab “ oven.” 
On his head was a fez, with long, full blue tassel ; and 
from his neck and breast hung numerous chains and large 
medals of silver— presents, doubtless, from Ms ardent 
admirers. The backs of his hands were adorned with 
.silver studs,, and W fingers with rings, of which ho made 
the most ■dexterous nse as an accompaniment to the 
■sound of the tomtom. Oriental dances are usually gross 
and indecent in the extreme: it was therefore with no 
little suqirise and pleasure that we remarked Ibimza’s 
movements were entirely free from this ohjectiou, and 
might ^ve been witnessed by the most fastidious. His 
grace would indeed have amused, if not charmed^ atiy 
audience, and, if exhibited in England, he wtnihrsooii 
have made his fortune. There not being space suflieient 
in the reception-tent for the full display of Hamza’s 
powers, an adjourtiment took place fco the o]jen uir. A 


ous melody, one of those never- 
of Oriental fetes— a dancer-— w; 
the amusement of the evetiing. 
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Tiie people of Hillah, hearing of our arrival, and judg- 
ing that there was something to be seen, collected in 
considerable numl^ers into a motley group. There was 
the old Turk, chibdk in hand, with his venerable white 
beard, well-wound tuihan, and scrupulously clean person 
and aj)parel — ^the dirty Arab, with his gay keffieh, striped 
abba, and constant companion, the long spear — ^the 
nearly naked water-carrier, bearing a huge bullock’s skin 
upon his broad back, and aimouncuig his ever-welcome 
presence by the sound of little brass bells — ^here and there 
a stray Persian, in pointed lambskin cap and long blue 
robes, as worn ages |)ast by his forefathers — ^and lastly, 
our own attendants, exhibiting every variety of race, 
caste, and costume between Malta and B%hdid-^a com- 
plete B4bel among themselves. Turkish, sentinels at ,re? 
gular intervals, musket in hand, kept the ring. 

Hamza now stepped into the circle and commenced 
the performance of what was esteemed Ms most wonder- 
ful feat — the favourite of the Turks. He began, dervish- 
like, to move slowly round upon one spot, gradually 
increasing his speed as the music quickened, untd at length 
he spun round with amazing velocity. He then proceeded 
to partially divest himself of his numerous ornaments and 
garments, but each article was taken off so slowly and 
carefully, and the speed with which he turned was so 
great, that, when he rapidly passed it into the hands of a 
persbn stationed to receive it, the movement was scarcely 
perceptilde. Each portion of his dress thus disappeared 
until only his under-clothing remained. ^Throwing a 
shawl over his person, he now actually increased his speed 
to a fearful velocity, until he appeared as though fixed on 
a pivot. He then dressed'; and, after half an lionr of tliis 
violent exertion, suddenly ceasing Ms gyrations, he made 
two or three elegant movenxents, salaamed the strangers, 
and retired amidst shouts of .applause. ' Althoiigh not 
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exhibiting the grace of his dance iii the tout, as an 
example of bodily endurance it surpassed anything of the 
sort I had ever before witnessed. 

This exhibition over, and the din of the tomtom ceased, 
a profound stillness took possession of the camp, varied 
only by the regular tread and challenge of the sentiiieL 
It was long, however, before I closed niy eyes. Tliu 
excitement of visiting a spot so remarkable in the history 
of the human race was such, that I lay awake for a length 
of time, recalhng to my mind all the wonderful events 
which had befallen “the golden city,” and the astounding 
fulfilment of those prophecies which refer in so remark- 
able a manner to its present crumbling condition. No 
one who reflects seriously on such a subject and on such 
a scene can fail to be impressed with the truth of Scrip- 
ture. 

The whole camp was early astii* on the following morn- 
ing, and we proceeded in great state towards HillaJi, 
the httle capital of the surrounding Arab district. The 
procession was led by the mounted escort which had 
accompanied us from' Bdghd^d, and by the detachment of 
infantry sent from the town overnight hy T^hir Bey. I 
must give them the credit of being hy far the cleanest, 
most orderly, and soldier-like fellows I had seen in 
Turkey — ^vastly superior to the ili-clad m*etclics who 
hung about the streets of Stambhl before the war. Their 
dress and accoutrements were good and clean, tiieir 
muskets and long bayonets shining as brightly as any 
rigid disciplinarian could desire. The only thing u^hicli 
detracted from' thmr appearance, and rendered them some- 
what uncouth to look upon, was, that their Eurcpcau-cut 
white trousers were\i4conveniently small to contain the 
Oriental baggy drawls within. Next in oi-der were three 
led horses of the pasha, covered with black tra})pings, 
and ornamented with plates and heads of bright silver, 
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Ijaving miicli tlie appearance of palls appertaining to a 
funeral proces,9ion. Behind these were two kettle-drum- 
mers, who kept up an incessant tomtomming until the 
ears ached with the intolerable din — ^these, of course, 
imniediatelj preceded the three commissioners and a 
motley group of officers, in such costumes as each thought 
most suitable for affording shelter against the increasing 
heat of the rising sun. In the background came servants 
of all classes, exhibiting as picturesque an array as can he 
weU conceived. Long strings of mules with the baggage 
closed the procession. 

liniah is approached from the B4ghd5,d road, by a nar- 
row avenue, passing through the extensive date-gardens 
which border on the river. The trampling of so many feet 
enveloped us in a cloud of the finest and most penetrating 
dust, wliich all were compelled to endure while almost 
suffocated by it. At the suburbs we- were received by our 
friend the governor, who had preceded us, by the band, and 
the bulk of the garrison. Although the dust was very an- 
noying, it was impossible not to enjoy a scene so strange 
and new. The sun was just beginning to shed his warming 
influence upon the beautiful yellow clusters of ripening 
dates, which hung like so many bunches of pure gold 
collected round the ends of the tail stems. The luxuriant 
tufts of feathery branches, and their elegantly pendent 
form, appeared to spring from the trees, as if solely in- 
teiidGd to relieve the monotonous aspect of an Arab desert, 
or to prevent the fruit under their bounteous shade from 
being scorched and dried up under the vertical sun. 

A few dilapidated houses and a small bazaar, chiefly 
stocked v^ifch water-melons and cucumbers, guard (ho 
eastern approach to the bridge- of HiUah, TIjo crossing 
" this bridge — if it could deserve the title — producerl con- 
siderable wavering and consternation among the horse- 
men ; many of whom, it was observed, wisely dismonniod, 
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lest a false step or other accident should preeipitai o both 
horse and rider into the rapid Euphrates. The } )ridgc was 
one of boats — infirm and old — covered, like Noah’s ark, 
“ without with pitch” derived from the bitumen springs 
of Hit. From boat to boat was laid down a roadway 
of date timber ; but so fid! of holes was it, that a bi’oad- 
Btepped ladder would have answered the same purpose. 
The oscillation produced by the passage of so many 
horsemen, the plunging and kicking of the animals, au<l 
the state of the bridge itself, rendered it a matter of no 
small difficulty to reach the opposite bank of the river in 
safety. As if for the sake of amusing themselves at our 
expense, and to create as much confusion as possible, the 
authorities in the town placed two large guns in such a 
position as to enfilade both sides of the bridge, and fired 
a succession of salutes — sufficient to have done honour to 
three sultans, instead of three commissioners! Having 
escaped all the dangers consequent on the passage of the 
Euphrates, we assembled at the ser4y, where pipes and 
coffee were duly provided, and a few. minutest r^t was 
allowed us to coUech our scattered thoughts. The seiAy is 
said to have been a palace of the khdlifs ; and certainly, 
if its dilapidated condition be any warrant for tins rep(>rt, 
its antiquity is undoubted. There is nothing reinarka])le 
about the town of Hillah, except that, from its situation 
on the Euphrates, it is somewhat more picturesque than 
most Arab towns. The hazaam are extensive, and ceHiiiiifc 
the usual amount of blindness, poverty, and filth. If 
there be one thing more than another wliicli strikes the 
ffisitor to Hillah, it is the large number of Jews who 
inhabit the place, and secure a livelihood by collecting 
and selling antiques ' from Hie neighbouring mounds. 
They are the degraded and persecuted remnant of the ten 
thousand, whom Nebuchadnezzar carried off from Jerusa- 
lem, still hovering around the scene of the captivity ! 
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It jias been often suggested, that, in consequence of the 
frequent changes in the course of the Euphrates, the 
western j^ortion of Babylon was gradually washed a-way, 
and that its place is now occupied by the alluvial plaiir. 
Mr Layard is of this opinion.* But this mode of account- 
ing for the entire disappearance of such large edifices as 
we know, from the historical accounts, to have existed 
on the west of the great river, is highly unsatisfactory. 
Upon the same supposition, we should expect the eastern 
ruins to have likewise disappeared. The opposition of- 
fered by such a massive pile as B^bel or MdjeUibe could 
not be wholly overcome, even during a lapse of centuries. 
The result of the river’s flowing at . its base would simply 
be the disintegration of a very small portion of its mass* 
The surface of the ground between Hillah and the Blrs 
Nimriid, a distance. of six miJies; shews the remains of 
old canals derived from near the present course of the 
Euphrates, which is quite opposed to this theory. It is 
more probable, in, my opinion, that the river has not much 
altered its channel, but that the western division of the 
ruins, being more accessible to brick-hunters, was com- 
pletely demolished. It appears, however, to have escaped 
general observation, that there are mounds within the date- 
groves of Hillah itself indicating the existence of older 
foundations. These may eventually prove to be a por- 
tion of the lost western half of ancient Babylon. 

There are few ruins in the world which have excited 
such, general interest and speculation regarding their object 
and origin as the vitrified brick edifice which crowns the 
summit of Birs Nimritd* The old Jewish traveller, Ben- 
jamin of Tudela, in the twelfth century, regarded it- with 
devout reverence as part of the identical tov'er of Babel 
destroyed by fire when the Lord scattered man abroad 
upon the face of the earth as a punishment for his audar 

* “ Nineveh and Babylon;" pi 49S^; • ■• ■vs’*- 
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city. Many authors consider it to he the groat teiii])le of 
Belus, described by Herodotus as having Ijcon ])io:tially 
destroyed by Darius, about 500 b.c., an<I afterwards plun- 
dered by his son Xerxes. Others, again, were inclined to 
look on it as an observatory erected by tiie Cliakhcaii 
priests for astronomical purposes. 

It is, however, to the sagacity and learning of Sir 
Henry Eawlinson that we are indebted for a correct 
determination of this remarkable edifice. The excavations 
conducted there under his directions, in 1854, confirm 
the correctness of the observations made ])y Kich, Ker 
Porter, and Buckingham, as to the existence of several 
stages which they conceived to be visible un<ier the 
accumulation of fallen bricks. Sir Henry Bawiinson 
ascertained that the structure consisted of six distinct 
platforms or terraces. Each terrace was about 20 feet in 
height, and 42 feet less horizontally than the one below 
it. The whole were so arranged as to constitute an 
oblique pyramid — ^the terraces in front being 30 feet in 
depth, while those behind were 12 feet, and at the sides 2 1 
feet each. Upon the' sixth story stands the vitrified mass, 
concerning which such discussion has arisen, and wliidi, 
it is now suggested, was the sanctum of the temple. 
Built into the corners of the stories were cylinders of 
Xebuchadnezzar, designating the whole structiuc, ‘‘ the 
Stages of the Seven Spheres of Borsippa,” Each story was 
dedicated to a planet, and stained with the ctdour pecu- 
liarly attributed to it in the works of the Sabiean astro- 
logers, and traditionally handed down to ns from ilio 
Chaldasans. ; The lowest stage was coloured black, in 
honour of Satnmp the second orange, for Jupiter ; the 
third red, for Mars ; hhe fourth yellow, for the Suii ; the 
fifth green, for Venus ; the sixth blue, for hJorcuiy ; and 
the temple was probably white, for the Moon I 
It may not perhaps prove unacceptable to mj readers 
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CYLINDER OF NABU-KUDDBI-UZUE.” 

if I liere give Sir Henry Eawlinson’s translation from tlie 
cuneiform record upon the cylinders, -wliicli is to the fol- 
lowing effect : — 

‘‘ I am Nabu-knduri-nznr, King of Babylon, the estab- 
lished governor, he who pays homage to JVIerodach, 
adorer of the Gods, glorifier of Nabu, the supreme chief, 
he who cultivates worship in honour of the Great Gods, 
the subduer of the disobedient man, repairer of the temples 
of Bit-Shaggeth and Bit-Tzida, the eldest son of ISTabu- 
pal-uzur, King of Babylon, Behold now Merodach, my 
great Lord, has established men of strength and has urged 
me to repair his buildings. Habu, the guardian over the 
heavens and the earth, has committed to my , hands the 
sceptre of royalty therefore, Bit-Shaggeth, the palace of' 
the heavens and the earth for Merodach the supreme chief 
of the Gods, and Bit Kua, the shtine of his divinity, and 
adorned with .shining gold, I have appointed them. Bit- 
Tzida also I have firmly built. With silver and gold and 
a facing of stone ; with wood of fir, and plane, and pine I 
have completed it. The building named the Planisphere, 
which was the wonder of Babylon, I have made and 
finished. With bricks enriched with lapis lazuli I have 
exalted its head. Behold now the building named the 
Stages of the Seven Spheres, which was the wonder of 
Borsippa, had been built by a former king. He had com- 
pleted 42 cubits (of height), but he did not finish its head, 
Fron? the lapse of time it had become ruined ; they had 
not taken care of the exits of the waters, so the rain and 
wet had penetrated into the brickwork. The casing of 
burnt brick had bulged out, and the terraces of crude 
brick lay scattered in heaps ; then Merodach, my gi’oafc 
Lord, inclined my heart to repair the building. I did not 
change its site, nor did I destroy its foundation platfon]!, 
but in a fortunate month, and upon an auspicious day, X 
undertook the building of the crude briok terraces, and the 
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burnt brick casing of the temple. I strengthened its 
foundation, and I placed a titular record on the part J liad 
rebuilt. I set my hand to build it up and to exalt its 
summit. As it had been in ancient times, so I Iniilt up 
its structure ; as it had been in former days, thus 1 exulted 
its head. Nabu, the strengthener of his elriklren, he who 
ministers to the Gods, and Merodach, the suppt)rter of 
sovereignty, may they cause this my work to he esta]> 
lished for ever ; may it last through the seven ages, and 
may the stability of my throne and the antiquity of my 
empire, secure against strangers, and triumphant over 
many foes, continue to the end of time. Under the 
guardianship of the Regent who presides over the spheres 
of heaven and the earth, may the length of my days pass 
on in due course. I invoke Merodach, the king of the 
heavens and the earth, that this my work may be pre- 
served for me under thy care in honour and respect. 
May Nahu-kuduri-uzur, the royal architect, remain under 
thy protection " 

The record farther states, that " Nabu-kuduri-uzurh” re- 
storation took place years after the oiiginal foundation 
by Tiglatli Rileser I,, .who dates as far liack as 1100 b.c. 

Antiquarians had long previously pronounced the 
Blrs Mmrdd. to be Borsippa, the city to wiiicii Alex- 
ander the Great retired when w^arncd l)y the Ghaldman 
priests not to enter Babylon from the east. Every brick 
hitherto obtained' from the ruin is impressed with the 
legend of Nebuchadnezzar. The attempted identification 
with the tower of B4bel therefore fails to the ground, 
unless it shal be. hereafter sliewn that the temple restored 
by Nebuchadnezzar was erected upon the site of a still 
earlier structure.* 

* Nebuchadnea^^r * great builder and restorer. His records are dis- 
covered. in every part of Babylonia, and abound in tb© innnediafce vicinity of 
Babylon — con-oborating to the fullest extent the woi’ds of Scrixituro; 
not this great Babylon that I have builfe ?” fe’— Dan. iv. 30. 
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Tlie pecAiliaribies displayed in tlie arcliitecture of tlie 
Birs Nimrdd agree so faithfully with the Greek descrip- 
tions of the temple of Belus at Babylon, that there can 
he no doubt of the two buildings having been erected on 
the same general plan, and that, when we look upon the 
existing office, we regard a fac-simile of the one which is 
now destroyed. 

As a discovery in art or science always leads to further 
knowledge and information, so the seven coloured stories 
of the Temple of the Spheres enable us fully to compre- 
hend the hitherto dubious account of the seven coloured 
walls of the city Ecbatana in Media, described by 
Herodotus.* As regards the mode in which the colours of 
the bricks in each stage were prcwiuced, it may be sug- 
gested that chemical ingredients were added to the. clay 
before the brieks were, burned in the famaee. It is more 
difficult to explain the cause ‘#^the vitrification of the 
upper building.' My late talenfed friend,' Captain New- 
bold, assistant-resident in the Deccan, originated an 
idea when we examined the Birs Nimrfid in company, 
Avhich is, I believe, now beginning to be adopted, that, 
in order to render their edifices more durable, the Ba- 
bylonians submitted them, when erected, to the heat of 
a furnace. This -will account for the remarkable condi- 
tion of the brickwork on the summit of the Birs Nimnld, 
wffiich has undoubtedly been subjected to the agency of 
fire. ’’No wonder that the early explorers, carried away 
by them feelings of reverence, should have ascribed the 
vitrified and molten aspect of the ruins to the avenging 
fire of lieaven, instead of to a more natural agency. It 
is worthy of notice, that in several places where vitidfied 
bricks occur in Babylonia, they are associated with a 
tradition that Nimrod there threw the patriai’ch Ahra- 
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ham into a furnace. There appear, therefore, to l)o some 
• grounds for Captain Newhold’s suggestion,. 

The Birs Nimrild, then, was a temple dedicated to the 
heaYenly bodies, where “ the wise men of tlt,c Glialdees ” 
prompted by their adoration of the countless orbs, were 
natnrally led to the study of astronomy. Tlic Chaldseans 
were the first people who reduced their obsej.-vationB to a 
regular system. On the authority of Berosus,"^* it is re- 
corded, that when Alexander took Baliylon, Callisthenes 
forwarded to his relative Aristotle in Greece a catalogue of 
eclipses which had been observed at Babylon during the 
previous 1903 years. Ptolemy refers to eclipses in tlie year 
720 B.c., which were derived from a Cliahh,ean source. It is 
to those early astronomers we are indebted for the zodiac 
and the duodecimal division of the day. 

The expansive plains of Babylonia possess such natural 
advantages for the study of astronomy, that we aannot 
wonder at their having become the birth-place of that 
science. The remarkable dryness and regularity of tho 
climate, the serenity of the sky, and the transparency of 
the atmosphere, |>articularly point to that region as admir- 
ably adapted for studies and investigations of this nature. 
Constellations of the eighth magnitude arc (listinctly 
visible to the naked eye, while between May an<l Novem- 
her meteors fall in countless numbers. Under these circiini- 
stances, when observatories are being estahlifhed .in various 
less favourable localities, it appears not a little stfange 
that “the land of the Chaldees" is passed over in utter 
forgetfulness. With the appliances and correctly-adjusted 
instruments which the m.arch of civilization has produced, 
what additions to our knowledge of astronomy ami me- 
teorology might we not attain by erecting an obseiwatoiy 
at such a spot as B%hdid or Babylon I 

♦ Consult Poi^tyr., Simplic, i, 2 ; also, Pliny, vii, 67. 
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View from Bits Nimrud — Keffil — Ezekiel’s Tomb — Children of the 
Captivity. 

The view from the summit of the Birs Nimriid is very 
extensive, and its utter desolation - has been the theme of 
frequent observation. No one can stand there and sur- 
vey the scene around without being struck with, the 
literal fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy—" I will m^ke it a 
possession for the-bitfeern, and pools of water ; and I wiE 
sweep it with the besom of destruction, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” Spreading out like a vast sea upon the north 
and west is a marsh, which all the labours of the ancient 
and modern rulers of the country have never been able 
to subdue. In certain seasons, the waters of the Euphrates 
rise above their ordinary level, and flood the whole surface 
of the low lands of Chaldaea, confirming every word 'of 
the prophet. 

Bordering upon this marsh, a few spots attract the eye 
and relieve the long level of the horizon. Due south 
stands the little tomb of the prophet Ezekiel, and at the 
distance of fifty miles, in the mirage of early morning, 
may Ijg discerned the mosque of the sainted 'All, glisten- 
ing like a speck of gold as the beams of the rising sun 
play u])on its surface. Nearer at hand, on the north- 
west, are the twin domes of KerbeUa, the burial-place of 
’Alfs slaughtered sons. The edge and ishmds oj‘ the 

* Isaiah, SI V. 23. 
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to its fall- — the spire of the prophet Ezelders tomb — and 
tlic tops of the houses peeping above — are all that invite 
furtlier approach. Except when a crowd of pilgrims 
collect at the annual festival, the exterior of the place is 
deserted. 

The spire of the sacred tomb is the frustum of an 
elongated cone, tapering to a blunted top by a succession 
of divisions or steps, cut and embellished in a peculiar 
manner. Similar spires frequently occur upon tombs 
throughout the East, where, as is well known, forms an(| 
customs alter but little. I am therefore, inchned to 
regard the spire of the Arab tomb as analogous to the fir 
cone so repeatedly represented on the bas-reliefs at Nine- 
veh. The eagle-headed and other figures of the sculptures 
appear to present the coTie of Indian com — an $mblem of 
the first-fruits of the earth — as ^n offering to the Deity 
in the form of the sacred tree. May not the spire of the 
modern tomb have some similar symbolical meaning 
attached to it '? 

There is no reason to believe that the tradition is un- 
worthy of credence, which' assigns to Eefiil the honour of 
possessing the bones of the prophet Ezekiel. The con- 
tinued residence of the Jews in the land where their 
forefathers were consigned in exile, and the respect with 
which the tomb has for so many centuries been regarded, 
not only by the Jews themselves, but by the Mohamme- 
dans, ought to be considered a sufficient guarantee for the 
correctness of the tradition. The Jewish traveller, Ben- 
jamin of Tudela, in the middle of the twelfth century, 
tells us, that “the monument was covered by a large 
cu|;)ola, and the building was very handsome. It was 
erected by Jeconiah, Kmg of Judah, and the 3 .j, 000 Jews 
wlio accompanied him.” Of course, the edifice of tlie 
Jewish monarch, if such ever existed, has long since fallen 
to ruin, and the present edifice is comparatively modern. . 
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pljwjo waB Iiold hy a small garrison of Tiirldsli t.roops as 
an advanced ]jost. The Ara])S in rebellion attacked and 
fcoolc it, putting t-lie whole garrison of sixty men to tlic 
sword. On its ])eing retaken a few days afterwards hy 
the Turks, tlio ])odies of the poor fcllo^vs were found 
still un buried and barbarously treated by their savage 
enemies. 
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TheMmte of Babylon-Bmzeyl 

—Semiramia-NctacMnezzai— Cjiub— Altx.muo 

Dowla, and tlie Indian Canal 

V NIGHT spent at Keffil during the month of 
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and damp of the marshes being all but certain to lay in 
the seeds of fever, which is not long m appeaimo- 
In order to reach Meshed ’All, it is 
the marsh. For this purpose boats arc always to be luo 
omed ah FAffH. They are heavy clumsy vessels wii- 
Zldof Indian teakabout 40 feet in length, mOihigh 
Ste^ro^ and « and flat bottoms for enablmg 
Lm to skim over the shallows. Bach is guided by tu o 
nearly naked Arabs, one of whom manages the eumluoi s 
and primitive rudder, while the other attends to a imgo 
lug-sail— if such term can be applied to a patehwoik o. 
eviy shape and colour, fifled with immmerahle holes 
The stream flows, at the rate of tour or five miles an 
hour, through a continuous rico-field, which is picveiited 
from being completely overflooded by mcaiw of (faniH, 
constructed of stakes and reed matting, honuilmies, 
when the rise of the Euphrates exceeds its usual Icscl, 
the country is a vast inundation. On suc i occasioia, 
whole families of Arabs, with their frail dwellings of weds 
and tents, are swept away in a single night, iUcse 
calamities are but too freq,uent. Upon a few elevated 


LABOUR AND TAXE»S. 


39 


spots, small mud forts serve as citadels for refuge in case 
of iniiudatioii or attack. Tlie Arab inhabitants of these 
marshes are a fine manly race, and their nolfie forms are 
particularly striking. Their half-naked and deeply-bronzed 
bodies, nourished by scanty fare, shew every muscle to 
advantage as they propel then? vessels with long poles in 
the shallows against the wind or stream, dexterously run- 
ning along the edge of the boat. The keffieh, or head-dress, 
is useless among those marshes, for the long, thick, stream- 
ing hair of the Khuzeyl Arab acts as the most natural 
covering, and is admirably adapted for keeping off the 
rays of the sun. 

In sailing along, every now and then we encountered a 
noisy party in a crowded boat, who gazed with wonder, 
not unmixed with alarm, upon the European £eet':^ .AJl 
appeared life and activity arpund, ns in those fens — the 
men, not languidly smoking their' pipes like the dwellers 
in cities and loungers in bazaars, but busy at their daily 
employments, as agriculturists should be. The women 
were engaged about their tents with duties not less arduous 
than those of the stronger sex. Notwithstanding their 
labour and activity, they are evidently in a wretched state 
of misery, and ground down by heavy exactions. The 
only ]iower they possess of resisting injustice is that of 
flooding their marshes, but this is only temporary, for 
vithonb cultivating, how are they and their families to 
exist'' during the ensuing yeart There is not a more 
industrious race throughout the Turkish empire, and if 
their rulers knew but how to treat them, both would be 
highly heiiefited. Justice and security of property and 
person are all that is required to effect this ; but' know- 
ingly, and with impunity, the Turkish authorities permit 
the larmei's of their revenues to oppress their temporary 
sul)jects, and evince no desire to protect the labouring 
classes. Under an enlightened government, as I have 
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previously remarked, such things could not he. in the 
secluded provinces, hovrovcr, the rulers are ess 
than those nearer to the capital. The I'aslia ot l.aghdad 
is as it we. an indepondeut prince, and Jus u-or. s are 
law. His emissaries, while caiTj-mg out Ins chums, 
seldom fail to enrich theinsolve.s, if not to the loss ol ^ tJie 
Government, at least to the oppression of the subject 
No wonder, therefore, that the province is m constant 
disturbance, and that the Arabs are at tunes dnveu to 
revolt and to the commission of barbainus acU.^ noi 
characteristic of their otherwise honourable and kindly 
nature. To tliosc wlio arc most conversant vntli tlio Aral* 
character, it is well Imomi that these sons of the desert 
may be guided like children by kindness and fiimnoss. 

The mamhes of the Khuseyl have played so unpoi-toiit 
a part in the history of the Euphrates, from the earliest 
times of which we have authentic records, down to the 
present day, that a few remarks upon them .and their 
■ connexion with “the. great -river” may not be umn- 

teresting. , . , „ , 

During the 530 miles of its course through the llat 
alluvial plains of Babylonia, the Euphrates does _ not 
average a greater fall than three inches in tlic mile, tlic 
consequence of which is, that the low lands on oitlior side 
are frequently flooded during the periodical rises of tlie 
river. In order, therefore, to check the daiigcroas supei- 
ahundance of the water, and to distrihufcc it advairiago- 
ously for the purpose of heneficial irrigation, dikes and 
canals Avere instituted at a very early period in the history 
of the country^ and were, in fact, essential to its very 

^ Tho Vol^ maybe cprapared,mtli tlie reganls ii s fall. It 

has its origin in a small lake on tke-slopos of the plateau of Valdai, at an 
elevation of j 560 feet above the level of the oceair, whcucc it iluws i u a gonlly 
incliuocl bed to its termination in the Caspian Sea, 83 feet below the level oi 
tho Euxiuc. Its entire fall, over a coiu’so of 2400 miles, theroforo, amoimtK 
to only (533 foot, or to 3'16 inchoa per miio. 
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exifitGii.cc.'^^ Tlie once fabulous Queen Semiraniis,t Ave are 
told, cut two artificial canals at a considerable distance 
above Baljylou, and turned the superfluous Avaters of the 
Euplirates into the Tigris, by this means obviating the 
damage AAdiich the city and surrounding country pre- 
Afiously sustained from inundation. To facilitate the 
building of brick walls cemented Avith bitumen along both 
banks of the river, the same queen caused the Avhole body 
of the stream to be diverted by a large canal into a pro- 
digious iakej forty miles square, which she caused to be 
dug on the Avest of Babylon. 

In the days of Nebuchadnezzar, when Babylon Avas a 
land of traffic and “a city of merchants,” § considerable 
attention was paid to the proper distribution of the waters 
of the great river. The primary canals of N^hr M^a 
and Pallacopas are attributed to that monarch. It seems 
probable, hoAvever, that the latter work A^as merely the 
re-opening of the canal dug by Semiramis, and its exten- 
sion to the sea — ^thus giving two distinct branches to the 
Euphrates. 

During the effeminate dominion of the succeeding 
Persian dynasty, it is inferred that little or nothing was 
done towm’ds restoring the river to its natural course, 
so that it continued to flow into the marshes west of 
P>orsippa, or Birs Nimrdd, enlarging the Pallacopas 
opening. 

* irevodotus, i. 185. Strabo, xvi.' 740. Pliny, vi. 26, Diodorus Siculus, 
ii. 100, et mj. Arrian, vii. 21 ; see note, p. 42. 

t All inscription upon a statue of the god Nebu, discovered -at Nineveh, 
bears tko names of Plmlukh and Saroniuramit, leading to the supposition 
that tliG queen, represented under the Greek name of Semiramis, was the 
Sauiumriuiiit of the cuneiform record, the wife of the scriptural Pul (the 
r.ciuchus of the Greeks), who reigned about B.C. 750. See ^le Athenwm, 
No.s. U588, 1470, 1503. 

X Ib'.rodolus, i. IvS-l-S, This exaggerated descidption undoubtedly refers 
to the r>dhv or Sea of Nedjef. , ^ '• 

§ Kzckicl xvii. 4, 



42 


THE PALLACOPAS. 


Xenoplion/^ in describing tlie inarcli of tlie (xrcelcs to the 
assistance of Cyrus the Younger, along the easterii side (xf 
the Euphrates, mentions four great canals crossed by the 
advancing army, vi^; ; — ^the ISFfihr-raga, tlie Nfibr Sares, 
the Nahr Malka, and the Nahr Kiltha. He, of course, 
knew nothing of other channels on the opposite side of 
the river ; but if, in addition to tlie above, it be considered 
that the Pallacopas carried off a great portion of the 
Euphrates towards the marshes on the west, we can per- 
fectly comprehend that which afterwards occurred. 

When Alexander the Great retimied from his Indian 
campaign, and desired to restore Babylon to her former 
grandeur, he found so little water passing through the 
city, that there was scarcely depth for small boats. He 
therefore determined on effectually closing the mouth of 
the Pahacopas — ^which, according to Arrian, was 800 
stadia, or about 90 miles, above Babylon — and on digging 
a new canal, where the nature of the ground was hivour- 
able to his purpose. His historian says, “ When ho had 
proceeded 30 stadia (or three miles), the ground was 
observed to be rocky .’H The passage is interpreted in 

* Oycrop, i. p. 261-266, 

t Aj?rian’s account of the Pallacopas is so quaint and interesting, that I 
venture to give a literal translation of the passage ; — 

“But in the meantime, while vessels are being constructed, and a harbour 
dug at Babylon, Alexander was conveyed by the Euphrates from Babylon 
to the river Pallacopas, This is distant from Babylon about 800 stadia,. 
Moreover, this Pallacopas is a channel cut from the Euphrates, not^ii, river 
rising from springs. Eor the Euphrates, flowng from the mountains of 
Armenia, flows during the winter between banks, inasmuch a-s it h;i.s not 
much water ; but when spring sets in, and much more under the heat of 
summer, it increases greatly, and, overflowing its banks, inundates llio plains 
of Assyria. Eor then the snows melting in tho mountains of Armenia 
increase its waters in a wonderful manner ; and thus raised to a groat height, 
it overwhelms the whole region adjoining, miless any penson turning it 
aside should discharge it through the Pallacopas into the lakes and mai'.shos 
— which indeed, by the entrance of this channel, even to tho region neigh- 
bouring on Arabia, and from thence into stagnant places, and at length ly 
many and unknown windings, is carried to the sea. But, when the snows 
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several different ways ; but I believe that it means SO 
stadia above Babylon,'''^ wbich might well refer to the 
raodeni channel called the Hindieh — ^the ancient city 
extending to within three miles of its mouth ; and it is a 
curious coincidence, that near that point sandstone rocks 
rise through the alluvium to the surface 1 

For twenty-one centuries, since the time of Alexander, 
the Euphrates has fluctuated between its origmal channel 
through Babylon and this new opening, until at length, 
the navigation of the latter having become interrupted, 
an Indian prince, named JSTflwdb Shfljah-ed-Dowla, re- 
02)ened its channel one hundred years ago. Since that 
date it has been called, after him, the Hindieh,” and has 

are dissolved, especially about the setting of Vea-gihse, the iluphrates grows 
small ; but, nevertheless, a great part of it is drained by the Pallacopaaintd 
the marshes. Unless, therefore^ Some oPe should again block up the chan- 
nel of the Pallacopas, so that the, water, repulsed near the banks (dams), 
remains in the ch^nel, it may so greatly drain the Euphrates into it, that 
thus the fields of Assyria cannot be irrigated by it. W'herefore, a gover- 
nor of Babylonia, with much labour, blocked up the exits of the Euphrates 
into the PalIacox:>as (although they are not opened with much, difficulty) ; 
because in. those parts the soil is marshy and for the most part muddy, 
seeing that it is well washed by the water of the river, it may allow of the less 
easy shutting out of the water : — so that they may have occupied more than 
10,000 Assyrians three whole months at this work. When these things 
were told to Alexander, they incited him to meditate something to the 
advantage of Assyria. Therefore, at the point where the flow of the 
Euphrates is drained into the Pallacopas, he resolved to dam its mouth 
firmly up. When he had proceeded thirty stadia, the ground was observed 
to be rgicky, of such kind that, if a cutting were carried to the ancient 
channel of the Pallacopas, the water might he prevented from overflowing 
by means of the firmness of the soil, and that its escape might be able to 
bo effected without difficulty at a stated period of the year. Therefore, 
A.loxan(lGr both sailed to the Pallacopas, and descended by it to the marshes, 
into the region of Arabia. There, having fi:xed on a certain convenient 
locality, he built a city, and surrounded it with walls, and conveyed to it a 
colony of Greek mercenaries, volunteer^ and others, who, by reasoji of 
their age or any debility, had become useless in war.” — Arrjan’, I>e Ahyj. 
lib. vii. c. 21. .. . 

* Many authors xflace the Pallacopas and Alexander's cutting hehne Baby- 
lon, and so it is laid down upon many of our maps, but this is quite con- 
trary to the ancient accounts, 
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caused au mfinity of expense and annoyance to the pashas 

ofBfighdhd. 1 • 4. 1 1 , 

The mouth of this intcrestuig canal is situated aboiil 
two miles below the hlutu at Mfeseib, and about six- 
teen miles above tlie commencement of tlie ousting 
mins of Babylon, at a point wlicrc the milrnnl elmnnel 
of tlie Eiipbratcs makes a slight eastern bencl When 
greatly flooded, the violence of the stream Irotpient y 
breaks down the artificial harriers erected to rc^gulato thi 
influx of water, and enlarges the entrance ot the 1 
Immense sums of money arc expended by tbe inrkish 
Government in rebuilding, repairing, and strciigtliciiing 
the dam, hccause the river has a tendency to (pub tlic 
Babylon channel, and to flow westward into the marshes, 
as ill the days of Alexander. The natural effect is to 
deprive the eastern side of the Euphrates of its due iiii- 
gation, by reducing aU the canals below the point a ■ 
bifurcation ; the villages become deserted, and the Imids 
uncultivated. On the western side, the lice-grounds oi 
the- Kbuzeyk Arabs are overflowed, and cultivation is 
entirely out of tbe question. The chief revenues of Bdgh- 
dM beiug derived from these regions, it is of the utmost 
importance that the equilibrium of the two branches of 
the Euphrates should be properly cared for. 

Soon after the accession of Abdi Pasha to the govern*- 
ment of the province, like all his predecessors, his attent ion 
was dbected to this subject. Ihc lorcc of the Sucani, 
caused by the extraordinary rise of the river, hud carried 
away every trace of tho former dams, and enlarged tlic 
mouth of the Hindleh to such an extemt, that the 
Euphrates bid fair to disappear into the western marshes. 
Ho therefore cut a new channel, 120 feet bi’oad, at a 
short distance above the bifurcation, which relieved the 
pressure, and enabled him to effect the building of a new 
and strong dam of osiers, reeds, and earth, at the mouth 
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of tlio fliinlfoh, while fche quantity of water admitted 
into tlio new cut was regulated by two solid brick jnors, 
witli >sluicG-gates eighty feet wide. 

ISlotmthstanding all this expense and trouble, the river 
in 1.854 overcame all obstacles, and once more regained 
possession of the marshes. Flowing soiith-^rards a few 
miles, a deep stream, 180 feet wide, with banks 10 or 20 
feet high, the Hiiidieh enters and is lost in the great 
inundation, extending on the north and west of the Birs 
Ninirdd, passes Keffil and the ruins of Kiifa, and ulti- 
mately debouches into the great inland freshwater sea of 
Nedjef. 

No modern traveller has yet succeeded in following the 
entire course of the ancient Pallacopas, but traces 'of its 
channel are still visible on the east of the town of 
Nedjef.^ 

The great sheet of water, the B^hr-i-Nedjef, extends 
forty miles in a south-easterly direction, and at its south- 
ern extremity gives out two considerable streams, Shat- 
el-Kluizif and Shat-el-Atchan, which subsequently unite, 
and are known by tlie latter name. Further to the south, 
five large bodies of water have their origin from the 
Atch'ln, and, uniting, constitute the Hdr^n. This, after 
flowing about thirty miles, eventually joins the Atchdn, . 
and the two rivers form what is called the Western or 
Semd.va branch of the Euphrates. All the above branches 
are navigable when the mouth of the Hindieh is open, and 
it is l)y them that' merchandise is conveyed from Busrah 
t(.) Hillah. AYhen the great annual rise of the Euphrates 

* The marshes between the mouth of the Hindieh and the B^hr-i-Nedjef 
were first surveyed by T. K. Uynch of B%hdlR, who there frequently 
met witii the hanks of an ancient canal — ^the Nflbr-Algam — whioli ma\' bo 
blio vcritahlo channel tif the Pallacopas. This gentlemair coinninnioatcd au 
intorc-siing memoir on his researches to the-Eoywl Geographical Society. 
The region hua been since esamineclin more-det^ during the survey of the 
euvirous of Jlahylon by Captain Jones, I.N. ' '• 
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occurs, tlie whole region, from the Bahr-l-NecIjcf to Sonia v a, 
is one continuous inundation, called the Khor bllah, oi*, 
Marshes of God* Here and there it is dotted with 
thousands of small islands, separated from each other hy 
an infinity of streamlets. It was amid the iniunnoiable 
channels of these Paludes Bcibylouke that Alexander was 
overtaken by a storm, and all but lost, during his sail 
down the Pallacopas.t ^ _ _ 

It is only when the mouth of the Iliiidieli. is opened 1)}- 
the destruction of the dams that the modern tra\ eller is 
enabled to see the Paludes BahylonicB as Alexander saw 
them. When, however, the Hindieh is closed effectually for 
a time, the Khiizlf and Atch^n cease altogether to exist, and 
the town of Sem4va is supplied by two small canals derived 
from the Hillah branch of the Euphrates, near Dlw4nich. 
Such was probably the case diming the labours of the 
officers in the Euphrates expedition under Colonel Chesney, 
as the streams flowing from the B^hr-i-Nedjef are not laid 
down on any map. Instead of them, however, there is 
the course of an extinct river-bed passing east of the 
B^hr-i-Nedjef to Bem^va, which may represent the Palla- 
copas of Alexander in a portion of its course. 

* Between Semdva and the southern extremity of tho Brihr-i-Nedjef, the 
marshes were, I believe, wholly unexplored, until T succeeded in sailing m 
a native vessel up the Hdrdn and Atchdn, to Shindfich, tho residence of 
the Khuzeyl Sheikh, They are for the first time laid down on the map 
which accompanies this volume. • 

t Arrian, vii. 22, and Straho. 


CHAPTEE VI 

Kufa — A Fiery Eide — Nedjef, and the Tomb of ’AH — The G-hyliwr in 
the Golden Mosque — F<anaticisin of the Sheahs — Far- travelled 
Coffins and Costly Interments — How the Prime-Minister got a 
Grave at a Great Bargain — ^Turkish Torpor and Cleanliness versus 
Persian Dirt and Vivacity. 

A SAIL of four liours and a half from Keffil down tte 
stream brings tlie pilgrim to a little tomb dedicated to 
Nebbi Ydnus (not the prophet of Nineveh, but a much 
more modern personage). Here the freights aye dis- 
charged from the boats, and the journey to the shrine of 
^All again commences by land, passing over a spot cele- 
brated in modern history. 

Sd’ad ibn IVbuWakkds, after the signal battle obtained 
by the Moslems at K^dessiyya, and the capture of the 
wealthy city MM4yn, w^ould fain have pursued Yezde- 
gird, the last of the Sassanian kings, to the Persian 
mountain fortress of HolwAn. He was restrained from 
doing so by the cautious KhMif Omar, who feared lest his 
geneihls, in the flush and excitement of victory, might 
huriy forw’ard beyond the reach of succour. The climate 
of Mddayn proving unhealthy to his troops, Sd’ad W'as 
<)rdered by the khdlif to seek some favourable site on the 
western side of the Euphrates, where there was good air, 
a well- watered plain, and plenty of grass. Sd’ad chose 
for this purpose the village of Eiifa, which, according to 
tradition, was the spot where the angol Gabriel aligJited 
upon earth and prayed — ^where the Waters 'of the deluge 



HOT llIDl?. 


first burst forth from the ground — and wlnivc Noah 
embarked in the ark I The Arabs further preteiul that 
the ser} 3 ent, after tempting Eve, was l),i.]ii.s])e<l to ibis 
place. Hence, they say, the guile [ind trcadiery for wind) 
the men of Kdfa were proverbial The city which ros(> 
upon this spot became so celeijrated, tliat the ])!,'a3icl] ol 
the Euphrates upon ■which it stood was generally deij<nni- 
nated Nahr Kilfa. The most ancient cliaracters of the 
Arabic alphabet are termed Kufic to the ]>resenfc day. It 
was here, too, that the unfortunate 'All — the son-in-law 
and successor of the Prophet — assassinated, in the 
fifth year of his khalifat, by the three fanatic leaders of 
the Karigites.''^ Of Kiifa there now only remain a few 
low mounds and a fragment of wall. Although the city 
is said to have extended to Kerbella, forty-five miles dis- 
tant, there are fewer relics of its greatness now i'isi])lc 
than of Babylon, -which was in ruins upwards of a tliou- 
sand years before the foimdation of Kufa ! Whatever may 
have been the fertility of Kiifa in tho days^ of Sa’ad ibii 
^Abfi' Wakkds, it has none to boast' of mow. 

From K-iffa to Meshed ’All is a distance of 7 miles, over a 
gravelly soil, utterly devoid of vegetation. It was one of 
the hottest rides I ever remember to have experienced. 
There was not the slightest breath of air to dissipate the 
heat. The dome and minarets of Meshed ’ilfi cpiivcTed 
in the mirage. Tho gravel reflected tho smds ray.s 
so powerfully as to cause men and animals to so^k for 
temporary shelter under the scanty shade of the ‘little 
round towers which at intervals guard the road. Our 
very dogs howled piteously being obliged to follow' us, 
lest they should be left behind. TOene^^er the eye .rested 
for an instant on any object, it felt scorciicd and 

* For an intorosting account of the scenes with which IChtu is oontioclofl 
at tho commencement of the Kohammedan era, see tho « Lives of the Suc- 
cessors of Mohammod,” by Washington Irving. 
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bloodshot. An umbrella was useless, for, although it 
served to break the vertical heat of the mid-day sun, it 
concentrated the rays reflected from the ground, and 
afforded a welcome shade to the few dies which Avere able 
to exist in such a fiery atmosphere. Never was I more 
gratified than in gaining the tents, already intclied in a 
large oblong .^ace within the walls, and near one of the 
gates of the toAvn of Nedjef. T4hir Bey, ivho accom- 
panied us, had insisted upon this arrangement ; he would 
not be ansAverable for our security in the desert outside, 
because many roving parties of Bedouins were reported 
to be in the neighbourhood. 

Nedjef was founded on the site of ancient Hira, which, 
in the early j)art of the first century, gave origin to a race 
of Arab kings, who subsequently acknowledged allegiance 
to the Persians, and acted as lieutenants of Ir^k. During 
the third century, many Jacobite Christians, driven by per- 
secutions and disorders in the Church, took refuge at 
Hira ; and, shortly before the birth of Mohammed, the 
king of Hira and all his subjects had embraced Christi- 
anity. Much is said of the splendour of the capital, 
which possessed two large palaces of extraordinary 
beauty. When ^Abil Beker, in the second year of the 
khMlfat, undertook to execute the ^ injunction of the 
Prophet, and to carry out the gigantic task submitted to 
him. of converting the whole world to Islamism, he 
entrusted the conquest of Hira to the energetic Khhled. 
The city was speedily taken, its palaces stormed, its king 
killed in battle, and an annual tribute of 7000 pieces of 
gold imposed upon the kingdom. This was the first 
tn])ute ever levied by Moslems in a foreign land, and 
Hira'Avas the first place beyond the confines of Arabia 
occupied by their advancing hosts.’’^ . / ,} - f;< 

^ ■''* ' 

* See Washington Irving’s “ Lives of the 'SucoesM^ of Mohammed,” 
already referred to, " “ 
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Mef is at tte present clay, liowcvev, far more ccle- 

it. .wt ““fy ““s:i“r» i 

Sheali Moliammedaiis to i>eifonii < 1 o ^ 
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nectedcvitli the Buplirates, is sweet and clrmkahle. but 
when the mouth of the Hindfeh is ^ 

becomes very unpalatable, ancl the peop e o J I 
then obliged to convey water &om Kula^ ^>“ “*7*011- 
of the water arises, * as prevrously stafe^ 
nexion with rodca of the gypsiferous senes. The level . 
the sea. observed from Nedjef, has undoubtedly undei- 
gone considerable change— two clLstnict ranges 0 
mart its former extent at different epochs. 

It is seldom that a Christian has the opportunity oi 
entering a Mohammedan place of worship, much less such 
a sacred mosque as that of Meshed bUi Wo yue ^ 
naturally anxious to visit it, and experienced no vw:) 
insuperable objection on the part of yr buuni 
nions to aid in the accomplishment of oiu- wish, ial 
Bey, like most others of his sect and race, to, k a pleiisme 

in causing the Sheah Persians to “eat^rt 

the 6 hyfi,wr. As-militaxy governor of the distnct he luu 
accompanied us with a strong escort, for the double pur- 
pose of guarding and doing honour to om party, iiit 
troops were now drawn up under the latter pretext, but 
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ill reality to conduct us to tlie mosque, and be prepared 
for any emeute wliicli miglit arise in consequence of our 
temerity. Tlie inhabitants, in accordance with their 
Oriental customs, rose and saluted, or retmmed the salutes 
of Dervish Pasha and Tdhir Bey as we passed through 
the bazaars ; but they bestowed a very doubtful and 
scrutinizing glance on the large party of Pirenghis. A 
crowd gathered as we marched onward, and, on approach- 
ing the gate of the outer court, the threatening looks and 
whispered remarks of the groups around made it evident 
that we were regarded with no especial favour. The 
troops di'ew up outside the gate, and, as any hesitation on 
our part might have produced serious consequences, we 
boldly entered the forbidden threshold. 

It is all but impossible to convey to the mind of an- 
other the impression produced on the senses by the first 
inspection of a Persian mosque. The extreme richness 
and brilliancy of the polychromatic decoration, and the 
exquisite harmony of the whole, cailnot fail to leave a 
lasting impression. 

It has been said, and is generally recognized, that the 
Arian races, among whom the Persians are included, 
are Avanting in originality of design. This is not, hoAY- 
ever, borne out ' by facts, because no Oriental people 
exhibit more original taste than the Persians in beauty 
of des^n and the power of expressing it, as exhibited in 
their edifices and works of art. Mr Pergusson, in his 
“Hand-Book of Architecture,” well remarks on this 
subject, that “they are now too deeply depressed to 
attempt much ; but it only seems to require a gleam of 
returning sunshine to enable them again to rival in art 
the ancient glories of Nineveh and Persepolis.” 

Like the generality of mosques, that of Meshed h'VU is 
arranged in the form- of a rectangle. The mausoleum 
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stands nearly in the centre of a large ^ 

of which, as wen as those of the prmcipal bmlc mg aie 
adorned from top to base witli scpiare encaustic tiles 
The design on these is a succession of scrolls, leaves, and 
doves wrought into the most intricate patterns. _ Ihe 
colours, though bright, are so admirably and ’lamomously 
blended and softened down by hnes of white, that tlio 
surface appears hhe a rich mosaic set in silver. Each wall 
is divided by two tiers of hhnd arches, ornamented 
throughout in similar manner, above each of which are 
texts from the Kor&n, written in letters of gold, iwo 
hiffbly-decorated gateways, deeply set m lofty flat pane s, 
give admission to tbe great court of tlie moscpie, anc 
serve to relieve the otherwise monotonous aspect ol the 
enclosure. The summit of the mausoleum wall^ .are like- 
wise surrounded by passages from the Koi4n. At three 
corners are minarets, two of which in front are covered 
throughout with gilt tiles,- said to have cost two tomans 
(£1 sLling) each. * These, together with a magnificent 
- dome of the same costly material, give to the tout 
ensemUe a gorgeous appearance. Seen in the distance 
■with the sun shining upon it, the dome of .Meshed An 
might he mistaken for a mound of gold rising from the 
level deserts. Before the door of the shrine stands an 
elegant fountain of brass, bright and polished like the 

dome itself. ' , , 

If the court of this remarkable huildmg he so gorge- 
onsly and extravagantly adorned, we may perhaps credit 
the accounts of its internal richness and magnificence. 
Slabs of the purest gold are said to pave the floor- 
ing of the sanctuary,: and utensils innumerable and 
of unknown value— the gifts of the pious— to decorate 
the shrine. If aE he true which Oriental tongue speaks, 
we are caUed on to believe that a mint of untold treasure 
lies concealed in the vaults below. The tomb of the 
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great saint was not for infidels to approach and defile ; 
but the Ghyawr Avere perfectly content with the sight 
they were permitted to behold in the court of the mosque, 
ill which there was more than sufficient to engage atten- 
tion and excite admiration. It is exceedingly strange 
to remark how the same observances have prevailed 
unchanged from early times. We read that, eighteen 
centuries ago, our Saviour went up to J erusalem, “ and 
found in the temple those that sold oxen, and sheep, and 
doves, and the changers of money sitting.” So in the 
court of Meshed ’AH a constant fair is carried on at stalls, 
which are supplied with every article likely as offerings 
to attract the eye of the rich or pious — among these 
white doves are particularly conspicuous. 

We did not tarry long, as it was evident, from the 
demeanour of those around us, that , we were not welcome 
pilgrims to the holy shrine ; we therefore slowly retired, 
casting a last fingering glance on this noble and fasci- 
nating specimen of Persian art. It was only on emerging 
from the gateway that we for the first time perceived the 
object for which the Turkish troops had accompanied 
us. Aware of the excitable feelings of the Persian crowd, 
Tahir Bey had taken aU parties unawares, by marching us 
direct to the mosque before the people could comprehend 
his intention, or collect for the purpose of resistance. He 
subsequently acknowledged that in returning he was not 
a little alarmed at the aspect of the populace Kindly 
feeling and hospitality were certainly not at that moment 
engraven on their countenances. It is difficult to forget 
the expression of passion which greeted any of the, party 
who accidentally brushed against the robe of a “ true 
believer.” The injured “ professor of the faith ” hastily 
drew back, muttered an audible curse on the unclean 
PirengM, and proceeded on his wash and cleanse? 

1 , ' 
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liimself from tlie polluted toiicli, or put liis hmd on the 
handle of Ms broad-ldaded dagger, as it uhoiit to iiiHiM 
summary Tengeance for the insult he hp veeciraT. 
Kedief and Kerhefla are notorious for the fimato pm 
congregate to those places from all fiuartcrs. _ II they hai 
been aware of T4hir Bey’s intention to admit us to pc 
mosque, there is no doubt that they wo^d have eollcetcd 
in front of the gates and matle open resistance to such im 
iniquitous proceeding on the part of a Mohammedan. As 
it was, we had the satisfaction of hoholdiug the interior 
of a mosque, to which but few Europeans are ever likely 

to obtain access. . _ 

The profound veneration in which tlie memory ol Ml 
is regarded by his .followers, causes Nedjef to he the 
great place of pilgrimage for the Slieah Mohammedans, 
by whom the town is entirely supported. At a low 
average, 80,000 persons annually flock to pay their vows 
at the sacred shrine, and from 5000 to 8000 coipses are 
brought every year from Persia and elsewhere to bo buried 
in tbe ground Cdnsecrated by the blood of the mai-tyred 
khMlf. ' The dead are conveyed in boxes covered witli 
coarse felt, and placed two on each side upon a mule, or 
one upon each side, with a ragged conductor ou the top, 
who smokes his kaliyiin and sings cheerily as he jogs along, 
quite unmindful of his charge. Every caravan travelliug 
from Persia to Bdglidlld carries numbers of coffins ; ami it 
is no uncommon sight, at tlie end of a day's march, to 
see fifty or sixty piled upon each 'other on the ground. As 
may be imagined, they are not the most agreeable com- 
panions on a long journey, especially when the uimdy 
mule carrying them gets between the traveller and the 
wind! 

The fee charged by the authorities of tbe mosque 
for burial varies from 10 to 200 tomans (£5 to £100), 
and sometimes much more. It is entirely at the discre- 
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tion of the mnllas, and they proportion it according to 
the wealth or rank of the deceased. ' On the arrival of a 
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corpse, it is left outside the walls, Avhile the relatives or 
persons in charge of it (frecpiently the muleteer of the 
caravan) endeavour to make a bargain for its final rest- 
ing-place. Several days are frequently spent in vain over 
these preliminaries. At length one party or other gives 
way — generally the relatives — as the corpse, after many 
days’*an.d frequently months’ carriage in a powerful sun, 
has disseminated disease and death among its followers, 
who are glad to rid themselves of its companionship. 
The place of sepultae for the lower classes, or for those 
whose friends are unwilluig to pay for a vault within tiie 
sacred precincts of the mosque, is outside the walls on the 
north side of the city, where the graves aj-e neatly con- 
structed with bricks, and covered .mth. gravel or cement 
to preserve them from injury,., /Wlaen the coipse is to be 
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buried within the walls, it is conveyed into the town. 
The officers, of interment then generally find some ])retext 
for breaking the former compact, and the unfortunate 
relatives are under the necessity of striking a fresh and 
much harder bargain. 

The same system of official fleecing is adopted at the 
adjoining city of Kerbella, where a story is told of the 
manner in which Hadji Mirxa Aghassi, a rascally ex- 
prime minister of Persia, outwitted the cupidity of the 
hard-hearted cemetery authorities. He was known to be 
enormously wealthy, and had gone to Kerbella that the 
sanctity of the spot, where he proposed to lay his bones, 
might in some measure atone for the crimes he had com- 
mitted. On his deathbed, he sent to inquire what sum 
would be demanded for a vault within the mosque, and 
was informed that no less than 2000 tomans (£1000) was 
expected from so gfoat a man as an ex-prime-minister. 
He then sent to ask the fee for a hole outside the town. 
Thinking he was joking at their expense, the mulias 
replied in dudgeon “a ker^ffi’ (one shilling). The old 
fellow at once closed the bargain, and was actually buried 
in the common ground I His tomb is marked by a simple 
brick monument, which attracts much attention because 
it covers the bones of a “ great” scoundrel. 

But to return to Hedj ef. The constant influx of Persians 
is vastly enriching the place, as proved by its recent en- 
largement, and the rebuilding of new walls round a'great 
part of its circuit. To remedy the inconvenience at times 
resulting ffiom the want of good water, a new canal is in 
course of construction direct from the Euphrates, which, 
being excavated in ^ solid rock to the depth of fifty feet, 
will, when finished^ reflect great credit on their skill 
as engineers. Wortaen are seen busily engaged in 
building and restoring houses, and tradespeople appear 
to thrive. But there is always a remarkable contrast 
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between the life and activity of a Persian and tbe dnlness 
and decay of a Turkish city. There is, however, one 
pomt in which the better-clad Turk surpasses his Eastern 
neighbour ; he always exhibits the flowing sleeve of a 
clean under garment, but the Persian has no regard what- 
ever for personal cleanliness, and even a royal prince sel- 
dom indulges in the luxury of a change of hnen. 

The curiosity of the inhabitants of Nedjef was exhibited 
more than is usually the case with Orientals. They col- 
lected in large numbers at a respectful distance from our 
tents ; some even went so far beyond their ordinary 
habits, as to bring their harems to indulge in a prolonged 
stare at the wonderful Grhyawr who had the audacity to 
enter their mosque. The night was oppressively hot, and, 
confined within the close walls, we felt it doubly so from 
previously sleeping in the open desert. 

The governor took every precaution against danger and 
insult, by placing a strong guard around our tents — sen- 
tinels being stationed at very short interva,ls apart. But 
this foresight, it is possible to conceive what the 
udacity and fanaticism of the Sheahs might have dared 
and effected during the darkness of night. All, how^ever, 
passed off quietly, and long before dawn the PirengM 
camp was astir. While the tents were being struck, we 
were suddenly assailed by the most foul and unbear- 
able stench ; several persons retched violently, all being 
more 5r less affected. It was afterwards ascertained that 
a large pile of coffins, which had stood for several days in 
the fierce sun, waiting for the concluding bargain between 
their owners and the authorities, had been hastily removed 
on the previous day to afford space for our camp. They 
were placed out of sight in an adjoining empty space, 
enclosed by a high wall, but the morning hree-ze blowing 
from that durection, unfortunately revealed that whicli it 
was never intended should' be made kh.o^' to' us. It was 
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fortunate this did not occur during the uigbt,_ or 
might have been smitten with severe illness. Welcome 
was the bugle sound that summoned us to mount our 
steeds and ride forth once more into the prae atmosphere 
of tlie Aral) desert. 

On quitting Nedjef the commissioners were, ol course, 
saluted by the garrison, who were drawn outside 
the gate for the purpose, and by the cannon from the 
walls. As the red light momentarily flashed uiion tlie 
golden dome of the mosque, the effect, viewed tlirough 
the column of white smoke, was such as few artists can 
paint. The dead^ gold mass was for the instant illumined 
with a colour rivalling even that of Mont Blanc viewed 
from Geneva at sunset. There was a sublimity about 
the scene which did not fail to impress the minds of ail 
who vritnessed it. As if for the sake of contrast, the sun 
immediately afterwards rose, and ivitli his rays enveloped 
the mosque in a flood of dazzling brilliancy. 
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The direct road from Nedjef to Kerbella runs along tbe 
skirt of tbe great Arabian desert, but is little frequented 
on account of tbe danger from Bedouin plunderers — none 
but large and well-armed parties daring to follow it. 
Witbin sight on tbe east are tbe marshes of tbe Hindleh, 
otherwise tbe route is entirely without water. We met 
nothing, and saw nothing worthy of notice to relieve the 
tedium of this desert journey, except here and there an 
Arab tomb, with a few reeds stuck into the sand in lieu 
of gravestones, and now and then a human skull or 
the skeleton of a camel — ^the remains probably of some 
poor wretches overcome by fatigue and thirst, whose 
strength failed them before the long-coveted draught 
could be attained. 

The approach to Kerbella is somewhat more hvely than 
that to Nedjef. An abundance of date-trees surround 
the town, and several buildings erected outside the walls 
imply a greater amount of security from the roving tribes. 
At the outskirts are several kilns, where bricks of similar 
size and form to those of Babylon are made for modern 
pui^poses. . ; A- . - 

Here a rec^ptabn and ^^sem- 
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bling that •which greeted our arrivcal at Hillali. The 
civil governor came forth to pay his rcs;j_)e<tts, accom- 
panied by the muUas and grandees of tlie mosques, in 
extensive turbans of the finest and cleanest white iniisliii, 
embroidered with gold, and otherwise most picturesquely 
attired. In truly Oriental style, they informed us that 
their houses and all they possessed were at our disposal, 
a compliment which, in common wuth many others, means 
nothing, or, as the Osmdnli would express it, “ l)osli,” As 
before, a band endeavoured to execute its best airs on the 
joyful occasion, but, as every man played his own tune, 
at his own time, and with all the lungs which nature had 
endowed him with, it is totally impossible to say what 
was the original air. Seldom is heard such a discordant 
din ; it was laughable beyond endurance. With this too 
great attention, in a cloud of dust we entered the gates 
of KerbeUa, and dismounted at the seiiy, where, after 
coffee and pipes, the worthy governor, -who had been 
previously informed of our expected arrival, announced 
that he would be highly honoured by our taking break- 
fast. 

The tents had but just arrived, so there was little 
prospect of our meal being prepared for some time. The 
in'vitation was therefore accepted, and we were didy 
ushered into an adjoining room, where, around a liuge 
tray, raised a foot from the ground, we sixteen hungry 
travellers sat do'wn upon the cushioned floor. The com- 
ponents of the entertainment were piUaf, a few vegetables 
cooked in a variety of ways, and one small dish of meat 
• — all, it is true, pleasantly flavoured with lemon, but so 
overwhelmed with grease, that, unless the guests had lieen 
hungry beyond description, they would have fared but 
badly. Each dish, however, was rapidly emptied of its 
contents, as hand after hand was thrust into the well- 
piled heaps. The whole entertainment was concluded 
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with a large bowl of — not intoxicating liquors (Mohain- 
rneclan hospitality, of course, does not admit of such 
forbidden draughts) ; but — ^mild innocuous sherbet, into 
which we dived strange-shaped wooden spoons, one being 
supplied to every two or three persons present. When 
the satisfied guests ceased from their labours and looked 
around upon their friends, the mutual examination was 
repaid by the sight of greasy hands and well-oiled beards. 
This ample feast duly fitted us for a ramble through the 
town and a visit to such “ lions ” as Kerbella contained. 

Throughout the East news flies with unaccountable 
rapidity, and it is frequently impossible to trace its 
origin. An instance of this occurred at Kerbella on the 
occasion of our visit. Although we had travelled in the 
most speedy manner from , Nedjef, our proceedings at 
that place had got wind, and we found the gateway of 
the great mosque of Huss^yn filled with a crowd of raga- 
mufiins, most forbidding in appearance, armed with 
clubs, sticks, and daggers to oppose our entry. At the 
head of the group stood a dervish with demoniacal 
expression of countenance. A tuft of shaggy hair hung 
from the top of his otherwise bald head, and his felt 
garment, scarcely sufficient to cover his nakedness, was 
patched with divers colours, and in every direction. 
With his legs astride, a dagger in one hand, and a for- 
midable bludgeon over his shoulder, he looked the picture 
of a rascal capable of any mischief, and ready to excite 
the multitude to commit any excess. During our stay 
at Kerbella, this dervish acted as. a species of evil spirit, 
watching our movements, and following us about from, 
place to place. The mullas from the interior made a 
sign that we should not approach. We were therefore 
obliged to rest contented with a distant yiem Tdhir 
Bey dared not to force a passage; nor would it have 
been prudent to do so, as it was. cfear that the populace 
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was prepared for resistance. Aitliongii tlie soldiers might; 
have heateiioff an undisciplined moh, we should not liave 
been' justified in the attempt. Tolcral)ly good views of 
the mosques were, however, obtained from houses in their 
immediate vicinity. Two or three of our Christia,n 
attendants, favoured by some of their hlohammedan 
fellows, succeeded in gaining admission to the mosque of 
Huss^yn ; but they were soon discovered, beaten with 
sticks, stoned, and turned out along with their intro- 
ducers. They might congratulate themselves in getting 
off so easily. A short account of the origin of these 
monuments may not be without interest to the unini- 
tiated in Arab history. 

On the death of 'AH, the fourth khfiHf, according to 
the Sdnnls, in the fortieth year of the Hegira, his eldest 
son Hassd,ii was elected as his successor ; but, lacking the 
energy and courage necessary during the civil wars that 
distracted the early periods of the Moslem empire, he 
shortly afterwards abdicated in favour of Mo^wyah, his 
father's great opponent, and was murdered nine years 
afterwards at the instigation, it is supposed, of Yezid, the 
son of Mo^wyah. When Ye^iid succeeded his father in 
the khalifat, his first aim was to secure undisputed pos- 
session of power. He therefore endeavoured to extract 
an oath of fealty from, or to compass the death of, Hus- 
s^yn, the second son of 'AH, who inherited the daring 
character of his father. Huss^yn discovered the plot, and 
escaped with his brothers and family to Mec(}a, wdiere he 
declared himself openly in opposition to Yexid. On 
receiving overtures of assistance from the people of Kit fa, 
lie set out for that city with a small force ; but soon, dis- 
covered that the Kfffites were fickle and faithless. Obeid- 
'allah, the governor, acting with promptitude, sent out 
strong forces to intercept Huss^yn’s approach, wiiose little 
party was surrounded at Kerbella, and cut off from the 
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waters of tlie Euphrates, so that they suffered the extre- 
mities of thirst. After various parleys, orders were issued 
])y ()beidhllah to "Amar, iu command of the khalif s forces : 
— If Husseyn and his men submit and take the oath of 
allegiance, treat them kindly ; if they refuse, slay them — 
ride over them — ^trample them under the feet of thy 
horses ! ” Husseyn, seeing that all hope of honourable 
terms was vain, resolved to die, but to die bravely. His 
little band determined to share bis desperate fortrmes. 
A general assault was at length made upon his camp, 
which, being skilfully arranged, was for a time success- 
fully defended. Hiimbers, however, ultimately prevailed, 
and Husseyn, faint from loss of blood, sank to the eai-th, 
and was stripped ere life was fled. Thirty wounds were 
counted on his body. His head was sent to Obeid^aUah ; 
and Shemr, who carried the order for his death, vdth his 
troops, rode forward and backward over the body, as he 
had been ordered, until it was trampled into the earth. 
Seventy-two followers of Husseyn were slain, seventeen 
of whom were descendants of Mohammed’s only daughter, 
— among them Huss6yn’s brother ’Abbas. The only per- 
sons who escaped from this massacre were the women 
and children, with ’Ali-ezgher, the son of Huss6yn, from 
whom are descended the modern “ Seyids.” 

The Persians hold the memory of Husseyn in great 
veneration, entitling him Sh4hld, or the Martyr. He 
and his lineal descendants for nine generations are en- 
rolled among the twelve Imdms or pontiffs of the Persian 
creed. The first ten days of the month of Moharrem are 
held sacred, in commemoration of the strife between 
Hussdyn and his enemies, and are called ’Ashiora,” 
the tenth day being kept with great solemnity as the aii- 

* This interesting, but cruel, episode in ^oslem histoiy is given, -with 
affecting details, in Washington Irving's ^‘-laVies of tie Sucoesisors of Mo- 
hammed,” from which the above aocotnd f^^ll^^j^oKtrahted. 
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niversary of Ms martyrdom.^''’ A splendid mosrpie was 
erected in after years on the spot where he fell, and to 
which, it is said, the body of his brotlier Hassan was 
removed. An inferior one was dedicated to lAbhas, their 
brother, who shared the fate of Iiu8seyn.t 

The mosque of Husseyn is very similar in plan to tliat 
of Meshed ’All, but cannot be compared vdth it for rich- 
ness of decoration, cleanliness, or state of repair. The 
dome only is gilded. One of the three minarets appears 
in imminent danger of falling into the court below, the 
walls of which are in a most dilapidated condition. This 
state of things arises from the occupation of the city l)y 
the Turldsh troops under D4oud Pasha of. Baghdad, 
JSTedjef and Kerbella, being sanctuaries of high repute, 
were resorted to by every class of ruffians and Imd cha- 
racters, the extent of whose outrages became so glaring 
that it was necessary to suppress and root them out 
from their places of concealment. The pasha made him- 
self master of Kedjef ; but Kerbella, being thus rein- 
forced by the expelled ‘^Yerrimasis,” held out during a long 
siege. An approach was made to the weakest pai‘t of the 
walls, where a breach was eventually effected. The sol- 

•* These fStes are oelehratecl among the Persians with theatrical represen- 
tations of the scenes attendant on the death of HiissCyn, for an account of 
which I may refer the reader to Lady Shell’s amusing “ Glimpses of Life 
and Manners in Persia,” p. 125. 

t At the distance of a day’s gallop from Kerbella is anothem site of 
extreme interest in the history of the Arab conquest, El Kaddcr, the 
ancient Kddessiyya, where Sd’ad ihn ’Abd Wakkds, the foundei* of ICdfa, 
utterly vanquished the vast Persian host, and seized the sacred standard 
of the Ddrdfash-i-Kdwdui, the loss of which was regarded as a symbol of 
the loss of power by the Persians. With the disaster at Kddesslyya the 
rule of the Sassanian kings terminated, and the religion of Mohammed 
spread unchecked throughout Irdn. Kddessiyya has been visited by two 
Englishmen — ^Messrs W. B. Barker and Boulton— who met with extensive 
ruins and halls. These are ornamented with a range of masks, earned 
round the archivolts of the arched roofe, in the same style as at A1 Ilddhr 
in the desert near Mosul, where they present such a remarkable feature in 
Sassanian architecture. 
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diers entered., and tlie place was given over to pillage, 
when the most dreadful scenes took place. The troops 
poured volleys among unoffending women and children, 
and massacred the inhabitants within the very mosques. 
Tahir Bey himself was an officer at this cruel siege, and 
received his promotion in consequence. With his own 
hand he cut down three of the Yerrimasfs, while his men, 
dragging forth seventy from among a party of women, with 
whom they had taken shelter, shot them on the spot ! 

The marks of this celebrated siege are still visible in 
various parts of the town. Opposite to the ser£y, the 
houses demolished have never been rebuilt, but exhibit a 
wretched scene of destruction. The mosques suffered 
seriously, and the ravages of, the cannon-balls are dis- 
tinctly traceable on their domes, as well as in the walls 
of the tegm, where the holes made have not been repaired. 
The date-trees also exhibit evident marks of the injuries * 
received from a cross fire, which for a length of time 
prevented the batteries of the Turks from making the 
breach. Several have holes through the centre of their 
stems, others have large pieces torn from their sides ; one 
still flourishes, although the branches are merely con- 
nected with the stem by a narrow strip of wood on one 
side ; some have never recovered the effect of their 
wounds, but stand like stunted poles, without foliage.* 

The arrangements for the disposal of the dead at Ker- 
bella ana on the same system as at Meshed ’Alt ; but the 
numbers conveyed thither yearly are considerably larger 
— Kerbella being, for some reason or other, both pecu- 
liarly aristocratic and populaT. It is always alluded to 
by the Persians in preference to Meshed ^AJi. Little 
respect is shewn to the dead in committiag them to their 

• * It was chiefly in consequence of this siege,, that hoslilifics ]iad almost 
taken t)lace between the Turkish and Persian Governments, as. stated iiv the 
opening chapter of this volume. . — 

t •/' " .'-.A'.? ' ■ ... - 
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last resting-place, a grave being dug of barely auttioient 
depth to cover the coffin, which is hastily 
niLly covered up. Cemeteries throughout the East are 
generally kept in tolerable order ; but at Kerbella no 
care is exhibited, the brickwork of the graves has lallen 
in, and the ravages of dogs, jackals, and ^ 

observed in the holes they have made, J 

shreds of eveiy hue and colour tom from the coffins and 

bodies of thecorpses. It might be thought that, seeing such 

a disgusting sight, the thousands of pilgrims who letiun 
othir homes Wd he induced to — 
system of oouveying the remains of their - 

place. Such, however, is not the case ; and * 

L buried on a spot rendered sacred by the blood of a 
martyr, prevafls over all other considerations, and a 
tomb at Kerbella, or Meshed 'All, is “ 

expiation for the greatest crimes, and a suiety that, at 
the day of Judgment, the pardoned sinner will rise mto 

the seventh heaven."^ • 

This system of forming cemeteries, and conveying 
d^d for interment to some <iistan.t and sacred spo , as 
prevailed from very early times among different nations 
I shall have, ere long, to describe some remarkable ancient 
cemeteries, wMch, from their magnitude, could never have 
originated from a fixed population in the mimcdute 
neighbourhood, unless aided by an acoiunulation from 
many distant localities. 

Outside the gates of Kerbella is a small oratory, said to 
have been erected on the spot where the groat iVh had a 
celebrated vision in his tent, and, from that ciroumstance, 
it is called “.the tent of ’Alt” It is a dodecagon, having 
six entrances, and is surrounded by a covered veranda 

* Th» are not, howevor, tte only aaored burial-plMes to vUoh tta 
Peraiana reaori KAthemWn near BSghddd. of 

are aU likewise hallowed from possessing the bones of tho descendants 
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supported on columns. Judging from the cracks in the 
building, it is not destined to stand for any great length 
of time. The whitened walls were written over with 
many extracts from Persian poets and modern effusions, 
but the place was anything but clean. Two cunning- 
looking Persian mullas received us, but objected to our 
entering with our boots. Having no desire to insult their 
prejudices we abstained from going beyond the veranda ; 
but the Turkish officer accompanying us took no notice of 
the objection, and walked boldly in. “ By ’All’s beard ! 
why do you enter this clean and holy place to pol- 
lute it with your unclean feet P’ said one of the guar- 
dians, in angry expostulation. “ My boots are quite as 
clean as your filthy floor ! Look — see the dirt upon' it I 
"When you clean your floor I’ll take off my boots ; but I 
am noPgoing to soil my feet to please you,” was the 
answer returned, to the intense disgust of the muUas. 

The bazaars of Kerbella are well supplied with all 
kinds of grain, and articles from every part of the world 
carried thither by the pilgrims. It is celebrated for the 
manufacture of filigree-work, and for elaborate engraving 
upon the nacreous valves of the pearl oyster {avicula 
margmHtifera), obtained from the fisheries at B^hreyn, in 
the Persian Gulf. 

Travellers love to descant on the beauties of Eastern 
cities ; but it is seldom that it falls to their lot to witness 
such •Wonderful effects of light as fell under my own 
observation on this short journey. Early on the morn- 
ing of departure from Kerbella, I took a stroll to a little 
distance from the walls, and beheld a magnificent spec- 
tacle as “the glorious orb of day” rose above the hori- 
zon, and gradually lighted up the golden dome of the 
great mosque. The dark and comparatively sombre green 
surface, of that which enshrines thn hone®- of ’Abfefe stiU 
remained enveloped in a thick cnrtap of Hue mist, until 
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an orange or deep red tint crept slowly over tlie 
features of the edifice. This continued during the space 
of at least two minutes, when the strange and fair^hte 
eifect was dispelled by the bright sunshine. Wlnle 
lasted, it was truly imposing and encliautiiig. 

From Kerbella our party retiuned direct to Baghdail 
following for a considerable distance the course of a canal 
derived from the Eupteates, which, oii accoimt ot its 
flowing to the tomb of the saint, is caUed usseymjja. 

quantity of earth deposited, and frequently thrown 
out of its bed is so great as to form an enormous line of 
mti on sidl ■ Unless attention in this respe^ m - 

paid to ii-rigating canals, they soon “mA - 

sediment, and cease their operations. The path to Mus 
fb, beii^ traversed by so many pilgruns 
on their way to and from KerbeUa, is coinpletef cut up 
by parallel tracks, and more beaten than “y 
ttonghout theEast. It is, however generally 
unsX and a large caravan was said to have been bodily 
carried off by the Bedouins two daj^ before we passed 
alolg it. Bering a like fate, some Peraan lato, with 
teir attendants, begged 

advantaore of our escort. ^ ^ t 0 

.The custom, universally adopted by Oriental ladies, of 
riding astride.like a man, is certainly the most ungrace- 
ful that can be conceived. Enveloped m the ample f o i s 
of a blue cotton cloak, her face (as requited by the strict 
iniunctions of the Kor&n) concealed under a black or 
white mask, her feet encased in wide yeflow hoots, and 
these in turn thrust into sUppets of the same colour, her 
knees nearly on. a level, with her ohm, and her h^ds 
holding on by the scanty mane of the mule— an Eastern 
lady is the most uncouth and inelegant form imaginable. 
On foot, too, her appearance is not much improved ; tor 
the awkward boots and slippers compel her to slide and 
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roll along in such an ungainly manner as forcibly to 
remind the beholder of a duck waddling to a pond, or of 
a bundle of clothes on short thick stilts. To complete 
the picture, it must be left to those European ladies who 
have had the fortune to gain admission to the privacy of 
a harem, to state whether the tone and conversation of 
their Mohammedan friends is more polished and elegant 
than their external appearance ; many a fair form is 
concealed beneath a rough exterior ; but, if we may judge 
of the fair sex of Islam by the native Christian ladies, 
I fear the answer will not be satisfactory. I remember 
on one occasion seeing an Armenian beauty at a fete 
presented with a choice bouquet. On receiving it, she 
languidly rose from the embroidered ottoman, and then 
— to tl^ utmost surprise and indignation of the giver — 
deliberately sat upon it ! 

The Euplirates at Mdsseib is crossed by ferry-boats — 
huge, unwieldy apparatuses, roughly built of planks over- 
laid with bitumen, and each capable of containing some 
dozen loaded animals, and a motley throng of human 
beings, men, women, and children. A low projecting bow 
acts as a landing-jetty, and the craft is guided by a rud- 
der of most complicated construction, sufficiently large to 
steer a vessel three times its size. Men, with poles in the 
shallow water and rade oars in the stream, propel the 
mass pnwards ; and thus, after an infinity of shouting, 
and screaming, and invocations of ’AH, the boat reaches 
the opposite shore. A throng of ragged pilgrims, on 
their return from KerbeHa, had just preceded our party, 
and were squabbling who should first enter one of these 
Noah’s arks, when our c^vasses-— with the usual pi’ompti- 
tude and small, sense of justice which these offi{jers possess 
in so peculiar a manner — crashed into the crowd, and, hj 
dmt of tongue and stick, -fighting th4ir way through it, 
seized, the beleaguered bo^.t;£o£rbur especial use. Ex- 


70 


CEOSSINC5- THE RIVER. 


eluded from it, the struggle for supremacy was trans- 
ferred to the craft alongside, and the usual scc^ne at 
a ferry occurred. Every would-hc passenger endea- 
vours to obtain a footing for himself and Iiis aiiimaJ, 
whether horse, mule, or — still more useful “friend of 
man” — ^tlie donkey, whose slit nostrils and raw hide 
prove that his services are scarcely appreciated as they 
ought to be. Footing once secured, the difficulty is, how 
to induce the frightened animals to raise their other three 
feet from term firma into the same position, but caresses 
and hard thumps, kicks and curses, usually edect the 
desired object. When the boat is crammed so full that 
no restless animal can stir, the boat is shoved off, and the 
living mass takes its chance of floating or sinking, “as 
Allah wills it” — ^the gunwale within an incli or two of the 
water-level. The animals of our party, however, usually 
crossed the river in the more expeditious and pidmitive 
manner represented in the Assyrian bas-reliefs, Tlie 
common herd was driven into the water, .and compelled 
to swim the stream, but grooms led the more valuable 
horses by their halters into the river, and swam across 
with them, urging the unwilling with barbarous grunts, 
such as can only proceed from an Arab mouth. The ])ads, 
saddles, and bridles were passed over with the baggage 
in the boats. All crossed safely to the opposite side. 

Mdsseib is a miserable but busy place, supported 
entirely by the traffic to and from Kerbella. Large 
quantities of grain from the land adjoining the Euphrates 
were being tlirashed, and a number of women were em- 
ployed in grindingnt with the ordinary stone hand-mill 
of the country. Nearer to the river, men were mending 
kdfahs — those 'round boats described by Herodotus as 
used in his time upon the rivers of Babylonia, — ^mado 
of reeds, coated inside and out with melted bitumen, 
derived from the spnngs of Hit, higher up the Euphrates. 



Others were employed in making baskets from the stems 
of the liquorice-plant {Glycyrrhiza glahra), which they 
adeptly twisted together. Above the village, on the 
eastern side, a sud or dam of earth had been recently 
constructed at a point where the river Imd, during the 
season of flood, burst upon the land, and swept all before 
it as far as the ruins of Babylon. At a fevr miles from 
Mflsseib we rejoined the road previously traversed be- 
tween Bdghd^d and Hillah, and reached the former place 
without new adventure. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Climate of Chaldsea — Christmas in BJighdad — Departure for the South 

— ^jMub^rek’s Misadventure — ^Tho Kyaya of Ilillah — Bashf-Bazuks. 

Further political questions detained the commissioners 
at B^ghddd until the end of December, when the decree 
was issued for our proceeding to the frontier. It was 
arranged that the H.EJ.C.^s armed steamer, Nitocris, 
under the command of Captain Felix Jones, whoso inti- 
mate knowledge of the country and amiable disposition 
are so well known to travellers in that remote region of 
the globe, should convey the whole party to Mohammerah, 
the southern point of the di^ut^ boundary line. The 
mules, horses, and servants were • to proceed • by land, 
guarded by the troop of cavaliy appointed by the 
Turkish Grovernment as its due portion of an escort to 
accompany the commissioners during the progress of 
their labours. It was proposed that this party should 
travel by the direct route through Lower klesopotamia, 
instead of the more beaten track along the western side 
of the Euphrates. As the route by the J ezlreh''^ had 
been scarcely visited by Europeans, I naturally felt a 
strong desire to take advantage of the opportunity now 
afforded of breaking new ground. I was influenced by a 
twofold object : that of examining the geology of the 
Chaldsean marshes, and that of exploring the ruins of 

* Jezlreh means “island,” and, althongh a misnomer, is applied to the 
■whole of Mesopotamia Tbetweeaa the two riTera Tigris and Euphrates. 
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Warka, to wliicli native tradition assigns the honour of 
being the birthplace of the patriarch Abraham. Colonel 
Williams, ever ready to afford facihties to scientific enter- 
prise, not only granted a willing consent to my proposal 
to join the overland party, but also suggested that Mr 
Churchill should accompany me. 

In order that some idea may be formed of the difficul- 
ties and clangers attending a journey into Lower Baby- 
lonia or Chaldea Pi’oper, I may here mention, that, 
during spring and summer, when the Hindieh branch 
of the Euphrates is closed, the greater part of the country, 
from above lat. 32° is a continuous marsh towards the 
south, quite impassable except in canoes called ter- 
r^das. In these the natives are enabled to keep up com- 
mimication among themselves on the spots of elevated 
land which raise their heads above the surrounding 
swamps. The- heat, however, prevents the approach of 
travellers. In autumn these inundations rapidly subside, 
but the resultant malaria is so great as to deter any 
European from invading this terra (if it can be so called) 
incognita. The only season of the year, therefore, which 
frees Chaldsea from water and fever is the winter, when the 
air becomes rarified. The great alternations in tempera- 
toe which here take place are scarcely to be credited. 
No sooner does the ardent heat of summer abate, than 
cool breezes begin to blow, and the thermometer quickly 
falls *below the freezing point. This is due to the fact 
that the soil of the marshes is a comparatively recent 
deposit from the retiring sea of the Persian Gulf, and is 
therefore highly impregnated with marine salts, across 
which the wind in its passage is rendered , intensely cold. 
I have myself seen the Arabs, completely benumbed, drop 
from their saddles. But during winter another obstacle 
opposes progress. A very latge portion of the country, 
which was a few months previously covered withinunda- 
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tion, is now waterless, sometimes for two or three days 
ionriiey. The Arab tribes, too, are perfectly wild and 
nncontroUed, regarding strangers among them witli in- 
finite suspicion. . . 

Under such unpromising circumstances, it is not at 
all surprising that this region has l>een so htde visited 
and that so many monuments of its past history still 
remain to be explored. In no other part of Bal)>doma is 
there such astonishing proof of ancient avihzation and 
denseness of population. Some lofty pile is. generally 
visible to mark the site of a ouce-important city ; while 
numerous little spots, covered vlth broken pottery, ])oint 
to the former existence of villages and of a rural popula- 
tion. Traces of old canal-beds prove the care with which 
the whole country was watered when the marshes were 
confined within proper limits, and the land of the Chaldees 

flourished. _ 

Christmas-day was spent in great fq^ivity at the iios- 
pitaUe and wett-ordered board of the British Eesidency, 
■where aU the Europeans at Ba.ghd4d met. as cMtomary, 
to cdebrate our great Christian festival. On the second 
morning afterwards, a gathei'ing took place outside the 
gates of the city, at the little bridge over the Mess’iidi 
canal, preparatory to our long journey. Ihe caravan was 
of considerable size, being composed of the seiwants and 
animals belonging to the four commissions— the whole 
escorted by font light guns, and one hundred well- 
mounted, well-armed Turkish cavalry. The little red 
and white pennants attached to the lances of the soldiers 
imparted a gay and lively appearance to the cavalcade as 

it moved along. ’ 

We pursued the road previously travelled to HiUah, 
which place we reached in a heavy shower of rain on the 
third day. Here an accident happened, which was near 
provmg fatal to a wdld Dhefyr Arab, named lilfibarek, 
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whom I had taken into my service, at the suggestion of 
Captain Jones, for the purpose of protecting my little 
party in case of any temporary separation from the main 
body during my researches. I was unwilling to he entirely 
dependent on the troops for guidance and safe-conduct, 
and it is always advisable, on entering an unknown 
region, to secure the protection of a native, or one well 
acquainted with the people amongst whom the traveller 
has to pass. The Dhefyr Arabs belong to the true 
Bedouin tribes, and roam from the western shores of the 
Persian Gulf, along the banks of the Lower Euphrates, 
far into the deserts of Arabia. They bear the character 
of being more cruel and bloodthirsty than the generality, 
of Bedouins ; but they claim a species of freemasonry 
among other* tribes — any ragamuffin among them enjoy- 
ing the privilege of protection in an extraordinary way. 

In the present instance, however, the Bhefyi' proved to 
be rather an embarrassment than a gain to my party; for 
his depredations had so frequently been extended into the 
marshes on the east of the Euphrates, that there 'was no 
good feeling manifested tow^ards him. Of this, however, 
I w’'as not aware at the time of engaging him. Miib^rek 
was not one of the brightest nor most prepossessing of 
Arabs. He was little in stature, ugly in countenance, 
dirty in person, and his abba and keffieh were both in the 
last stage of decay. He brought with him another of his 
tribe— a half-witted fellow, named Mayiif, whose drolleries 
served to amuse the tedium of the barren, cheerless 
desert. Just before reaching the point at which the road 
turns through the gardens towards the bridge, Mdbarclds 
horse, a spirited little animal, with only a halter on his 
head, took fright, leaped a wall, and tore away at a 
furious pace among the thiciPy-planted date- trees. The 
Arab, of course, had no control ■ over his stood, and ran 
the chance of getting Ms br^ .daeh^ out by coming 
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ill contact with a tree. The horse rushed onwards 
nothing daunted by the labyrinth he had to thread, until 
his feet becoming entangled in the work of some cotton- 
spinners, he threw his rider with great violence. The 
poor fellow lay senseless, with the Idood streaming from 
his month and nostrils, when an Arab bystander hastened 
to bring him round in the most approved native manner. 
Eaising the injured man in his arms, he sliook him 
exactly as a farmer shakes a sack of wheat to settle down 
the grain 1 By so doing, it was supposed that the blood 
would be expelled from the head into its riglit place. 
After several repetitions of the operation, the patient 
opened his eyes, gave a deep exclamation of “Allah! 
Allah 1” picked up his spear, and then, apparently little 
the worse for his accident, staggered after his truant and 
unmanageable steed. 

On gaining the western side of the bridge, we Seamed 
that the Turkish officers of Dervish Easha’s suite had 
kindly exerted themselves in obtaining quarters for my- 
self and companion at- the house of Shebib ’Agha,!‘'the 
Ky4ya of Hillah, a venerable gentleman with long flow- 
ing beard of the purest whife, whose visible family con- 
sisted of his brother — a fac-simile of himself — and three 
sons, varying from nine to twelve years of age, , The 
boys, all handsome little fellows, standing with the ser- 
vants in the presence of their father and his guests, pre- 
sented us with coffee and the usual accompaniments on 
our arrival. Our kind iiost insisted on supplying our- 
selves, servants, and animals, with food and provender 
during our stay in Hiilah. Anxious to obtain as much 
information as possible on the subject of our journey, I 
inquired concerning our line of route, and ascertained 
that he had visited Mffar, one of the great mins in 
the centre of the Jezlreh. I therefore asked if he had 
seen the stone obelisk which is said to lie near the mound. 
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SlieLib ’Agha stroked his beard, considered for a moment, 
and then replied, that — By Allah ! he did not remember 
to have seen any such stone ; but the Arabs tell a story 
that sometimes they see a boat jutting out of the ruins, 
which shines like gold, with a flame of fire proceeding 
from its centre ; but, M^shallah ! the Arabs are so alarmed 
at the sight, they dare not approach ! ” He could, of 
course, give no further information concerning this won- 
derful apparition. 

The rain continuing to faU in torrents during the greater 
part of the day, we were confined to the house. In the 
interval three Jews called on the ky£ya, and entered 
into a long but animated discussion with him on the 
subject of an overcharge of taxes. One of the Israelites 
was a voluble and accomplished orator, rolling forth the 
Arabic gutturals with aU the rouhdness and fluency of a 
true son of the desert. He certainly made use of his 
talents to the utmost, but whether with or without effect 
on the purse-strings of the ky^ya, I cannot say, because 
I quitted the house before his oration was concluded. I 
may here notice a fact, which must infallibly occur to 
the observation of travellers. When two Englishmen 
meet, the “weather” is generally the introduction to 
other topics of conversation, but is soon forgotten in the 
interest of other subjects. Throughout the East, how- 
ever, “ money” is the aU-absorbing theme. Money begins 
and ehds a conversation. The word “piastre,” “ker^n,” 
or “flfice,” invariably occurs -within the first few sen- 
tences, and as invariably ends the debate ! Frequently, 
after a lengthened discussion on the subject, a little dirty 
bag is produced from the inner folds of the dress, and 
two or three small coins are counted out -with the greatest 
deliberation. ' ; . 

I was now informed, to my great,, disappointment and 
vexation, that the troops ha;^,. received ^counteirorders, 
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and were to proceed hj the ordinary road from liillah 
by the west of the Euphrates. Thus all my plans aiul 
arrangements appeared in a fair way of being frustrated. 
I was not, however, disposed to resign them without an 
effort, and therefore set out with my companion to con- 
sult with our good friend Tdhir Bey, who fortunately 
happened to be in the town,. He was as frank and 
hearty as ever, but strongly endeavoured to dissuade me 
from my intention. He represented truly the kind of 
country we should have to traverse : the great inunda- 
tions, and the wild character of the native Arabs, likely 
to rebel against the government at any moment. See- 
ing, however, that his representations did not alter my 
determination, he recommended me to take a few Bash! 
Birzliks, or irregular horsemen. On my assenting to this, 
he immediately issued his orders, and, moreover, volun- 
teered to furnish me with letters to certain sheikhs, 
through whose tribes we should have to pass. I felt 
highly pleased at the'promptitude he shewed in meeting 
my wishes, and took leave, anticipating the delightful 
prospect before me of entering ground hitherto un- 
trodden by European foot. ^ * - 

It was arranged that the^bulk of%iir animals should 
proceed with the troops under the hlarge of a c^was, 
the mlr-i-akhor (master of the horse), ^and the greater 
number of servants, while a small proportion was set 
apart as our own especial convoy. 

At sunset, we sat do^j^n to an Arab dinner provided 
by our host. After much entreaty the old ge}itleman 
consented to sit with, instead of waiting upon us. We had 
abeady discussed one greasy dish, and were waiting for 
another, when my servant unfortunately placed wine 
upon the table. SheHb ’Agha, like a* good Mussulman, 
jumped up as if shot through the heart ; nor could aU our 
entreaties, nor even, the removal of the alarming bottle of 
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forbidden liquid, prevad on bim to xeBume Hs seat at tbe 
board. He\ad sat with Ghyiwx who drank wme , y 
were not therefore fitting companions for one 

r«on^hfofhTeStfoty^^^^ 

due and proper 

passengers « wtch ly -re entitled. I 

and received the salutes » — q.,te.<n:oves, the musi- 
was not sorry, when, outside town, 

ciaus amiounoed their ™ they" hastened to 

“Stf made Vthe heart 





CHAPTER IX. 


From Hillali into the Desert— Sand-drifts— Biiclge-Imilding— The Surly 
Sheikh, and his Black Slave — Goffee-iiiakmg — Rhubarb and Blue 
pm— J^ew Year 1850. 


Directuntg- our course towards tlie ruins of Niffar, our 
iirst two days’ journey was, for the most part, across 
a level and sandy desert, intersected by an infinity 
of ancient water-courses, whose streams had centuries 
back ceased to flow, their very existence being sometimes 
only faintly indicated by the darker colour of the soil, 
arising from the salts contained in it. How and then a 
low mound or a few fragments of potte^, bricks, and 
glass, assisted us to beguile the time by simulations and 
discussions on the former inhabitants of tte land, and 
in making comparisons between the past and present. 
Like Paley’s watch on the heath, what reflections may not 
a fragment of pottery stir up ! In this manner, and in 
taking careful notes and observations of the route, the hours 
passed rapidly, and we fully enjoyed the novelty of the 
scene before us in that deserted and barren plain — ^for 
so it may be called, because the inhabited and cultivated 
spots are so few and far between, in comparison with the 
wide expanse of rich land uninhabited and uncultivated, 
throughout Mesopotamia. Independently, however, of 
the strange associations called forth by bricks and pot- 
tery, the journey was delightful, from the very uncer- 
tainty attending its course, from the excitement of 
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kno^Ymg that an unexplored region lay before us, and 
from the enjoyment of the pure freshness of the desert 
air after the recent rain. Even the scanty Arab tents — 
although presenting the usual scene of squalid filth, and 
(as one is disposed to conceive) consecpient misery — ^had 
some variety in their character and disposition. Deter- 
mined on being pleased with anything, it would have 
been a sad pity if we had been disappointed. 

The only point worthy of notice during the first day’s 
journey Avas a remarkable range of low sandhills, which 
alter their form according to the direction of the Avind. 
It has been conceived that their presence is due to springs 
of water beloAV the surface ; but Mr Layard offers another 
explanation. During his journey in 1850-51, across this 
region, he mentions having passed two or three places 
Avhere the sand, issuing from the earth like water, is 
called “ Aioun-er-rummel,” sand-springs.''^ I observed no 
such phenomenon ; but consider these hills as the van- 
guard of those vast drifts which, advancing from the 
south-east, threaten eventually to overwhelm Babylon 
and Baghdad. Eurther in the interior, these drifts are 
largely deA^eloped, and spread over large tracts of country 
not occupied by the marshes. They are temporarily 
arrested at this particular locality by the decayed stumps 
of numerous tamarisk bushes, that project and appear 
to be the nuclei around which the drifts accumulate. 

The advancing and destructive progress of the sand is 
seen at the little .hamlet of Bdshiyya, about five miles 
farther. The square walls of an enclosure gave shelter 
and security to a few families, who supplied us, during 
our first night’s encampment, with fowls and milk — the 
usual luxuries of Arab life. A large grove of date-trees, 
also surrounded by walls, flourished along the bank of an 
old canal-bed, and shaded an old A^ab tomb. . The term 
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Ifoliamraedart Entas at Hllfyya. 


famous Arab city is mentioned by ’Abdl-Fedah as existing' 
ill bis time upon tbe gi'eat. canal of Ml, from wbich it 

* During ray jonmey in 181)4, itrough the Jezireti, in charge of the expe- 
dition sent out under the ah^ices ;ob'the Assyrian 'Excavation Society, I 
visited these mins in eorapmj!''wifcli‘: Messrs Lynch and Boutchcz*. They 
were of great size, hut so cortbdaied iinder the sand-drifts that it was iui- 
possihle to ascertain their full estept. The principal buildings remaining, 
are a few fragnients -of an old mosqub; and some piers of a bridge over tbe 
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“ kbitbr ” (verdure) is peculiarly ajipropriato to spots 
where a patch of green, or even a single tree, relieves 
the dull monotony and continued glam of a desert soil - 
and it is therefore frequently applied 'to these oases. 

On suhsequGutly visiting Baslnyya, iji January 1854, a 
great change had come over it ; the sands, drifting from 
the south-east, had produced a desolation as imposing as 
that of Nineveh or Babylon. Its inhabitants were gone, 
tbe walls were barely visible above mounds of sand, 
tbe canal courses were utterly extinguished, and the 
date-trees rapidly dying from the lack of necessary 
moisture. 

The invasion of this drift-sand is also observable at 
Niliyyti/' about niiie miles east .from Bd,shiyya. This 
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took its name. In 1848, the sand began to accnmnlate 
around it, and in six years the desert, within a radins of 
six miles, was covered with little undulating domes, while 
the ruins of the city were so buried that it is now impos- 
sible to trace their original foiin or extent. This feature 
is to be expected in a low flat country, recently (in a geo- 
logical point of view) reclaimed from the sea, as we know 
to have been the case with Chaldoea. 

For the next few days, pointed or domed buildings, 
erected over the bones of some imam (holy man, or 
influential chief), served at intervals for marks to guide 
our path, being of infinite value to the traveller in these 
deserts. They indicate likewise that a much larger popu- 
lation obtained in comparatively modern times. During 
two days’ journey from Hillah, several of these white 
tombs dot the horizon, and are known by the name of 
the saint buried at each, such as Im^m Khithr, Im4m 
Ashjeri. 

The son of the sheikh at B^shiyya undertook to guide 
the party to the tents of Sheikh Mulla ’All, to whom we 
carried letters from T^liir Bey. A vast inundation from 
the Shiimeli Canal, derived from the Euphrates, obliged 
us to make a considerable detour before reaching the 
bridge by which all traffic is carried on. It proved to be 
a single date log thrown across the stream; but it 
afforded such a precarious footing, that the first mule 


bed of ilie Nil, wMcb. passed tbrougb tbe centre of the city. There wa.s no 
appearance of any relics earlier than the Mohammedan era ; if such exist, 
they are buried under the more modern dSbris. Seen from MMyya are the 
following mounds : — , , , 

Zibbar, four miles distant, bearing '. . . . - . 2J ° ILj ' 

El Meheri, , . . dB 10 

El Bershieh, . . f5 1 do 

ElKhitheriat, i ’ _ 

Fabil-4-Bake, a large piin of bl^k ' 
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on attempting to cross slipped and fell sideways on tlie 
bank. The cook’s stores, onions and lemons, pots and 
kettles, were seen floating in joint fellowship down the 
canal. My people and the Baslii Baziiks endeavoured to 
raise the prostrate beast, but to no purpose. A few 
Arabs from the adjoining tents gathered round, but 
shewed no disposition to assist, until the soldiers had 
recourse to their whips, and thus secured a few volunteers. 
The mule raised, they were next set to repair their own 
bridge, which otherwise would have been allowed to rot. 
Several labourers returning from the plough were also 
gently, pressed into tlie service. In a quarter of an hour - 
the bridge Avas completed, by laying a second date log 
parallel with the first — a quantity of earners thorn being 
then throAvn down as a foundation, and loose earth placed 
on the top. 

"When all were safely across, we soon reached the large 
encampment of MuUa ’All, , whose great black tents spread 
along the bank of the canal. Our arrival was the signal 
for the gathering of a crowd, and we were regarded 
somewhat in the light pf monkeys or danch3^4ogs in a 
rural English village. - The amazement and enti^ity of 
the Arab community was great while they fawed the 
strange garments of the Firenghis, and expressed odd 
notions concerning their make and fabric. The little 
naked children seemed to partake of the general excite- 
ment. After a steady survey of a few seconds, the youth- 
ful fry, with theii* stomachs swelled to deformity from 
eating rice, and their mouths besmeared with dates, 
scampered off to relate their impressions to their mothers, 
who, afraid of the evil eye, scrutinized our persons and 
movements from behind the recesses of their tents. 

Plaving a long journey before us, we did not dismount : 
in fact, it was useless to do so ; the sheikh being a very 
old man, and on the point of death. I therefore merely 


SHEIKH SAID’s tent. 



requested that a guide might accompany us to the next 
encampment on the road to Niffar. In due time four 
Arabs were added to the party, and we travelled onwards 
to the camp of Sheikh Said. In the east, at the distance 
of about ten miles, a great mass of unbaked brickwork, 
the ancient mound of ZibHyya,"'''" shone brightly against 
the setting sun. 

Darkness overtook the party before arriving at the 
camp of the sheikh, conveniently situated near the tomb 
of an imam, on the verge of the great Affej marshes. The 
sheikh himself, a tall, stout, short-necked bull of a fellow, 
■with a decided enlargement of one eye, which gave a very 
sinister expression to his countenance, advanced to the 
entrance of his tent to bid us welcome, and invited us to 
take a seat at his fire wlnle our own tents were being 
pitched. We were accordingly ushered in. Two exceed- 
ingly greasy pillows of striped silk: were placed on an 
equally dirty fragment of Turkey carpet, and we were 
duly installed into the seats of honom?. As we entered, 
fresh fuel was added to the blazing fire upon the ground, 
producing a smoke so dense, that our eyes, not having 
served an apprenticeship in such an atmosphere, were 
completely blinded, and we remained for some time in 
utter ignorance of the sort of den we were in. When at 
length my vision had in some measure overcome the pun- 
gency of the smoke and penetrated through its density, 
I discovered that we sat under a huge black goats’-hair 
tent, sixty feet long and twenty feet broad, supported in 
the centre by poles fourteen feet high. The sides were 
all pegged closely to the ground, so that the only means 

* I likewise visited Zibliyya in 1854. Jt appeai^s to be an edifioo, measur- 
ing forty-foxir paces sqxiare at tlie base^ and fifty feet high, i-aiacd iijion a 
low mound of similar construction..- Eyom the relics tliscov'crod arounft, it 
probably belongs to the Parthian Layard visited Zibliyya in IS51, 

— the year following the journey- above 'dQS<}ifihed,--ii^d it is mentioned at 
nage 669 of Ms Nineveh ind . iff, ' 
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of exit for the smoke were thi’ougli the entrance and the 
wide meshes of the tent itself. Rather less than one- 
tliird of the space was partitioned off by a screen of tLe 
same hlack stulf. This was the private apartment of the 
sheikh and his family, although I could perceive no bright 
eyes of Araby maids peering at us from behind it. As 
soon as our seats were taken, numerous dusky forms 
stalked in, made a haughty salaam, and took their several 
places in silence on the ground around the fire. It -was 
impossible to resist a smile as we surveyed the group and 
observed ourselves to be the focus of their attraction. A 
hundred black eyes, with every expression from utter 
astonishment- to utter rascality, stared at us uninter- 
ruptedly, from fifty heads, stretched forward from the 
bodies to which they severally belonged, the better to 
examine our strange physiognomies and still stranger 
garments. Each soon began to make personal remarks 
in a whisper to his neighbour, or expressed them openly 
for the benefit -of the assembled divan. Never had I 
before seen such a levee of savages — ^villany, de<^^t, and 
crime appeared to be the distinguishing characfi^^^cs of 
their features. This is the result of oppressi^m'^" How 
different were these M4d4n Arabs from the free and 
noble Bedouin, who treats the Turkish pasha as an 
equal! 

My first visit to a large Arab tent prepossessed me in 
favour neither of Arab cleanliness nor of Arab hospitality, 
as the event wnll shew. In due time there appeared a 
nearly naked black slave, with legs and arms so lengthy 
and disproportioned that he might have been a resusci- 
tated figure from the temples of Rameses or Amenophis 1 
Stalking up to the fire, he commenced the important 
operation of preparing coffee. He first arranged in line a 
series of coffee-pots, of every size from the great grand- 
father of coffee-pots, black with age and fire, to the 
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Liifaiit colfee-pot just made, and bright from the hands of 
tJie tinman. Then came the patev-familias — a huge old 
fellow, ^^u•apped up in the most careful manner in an old 
piece of abba stuff. Ab the kawaji unwound the nume- 
r(,)us dirty folds, I was at a loss to conceive the meaning 
of all this care, but it eventually proved that pater- 
familias was the receptacle into which were collected the 
dregs and leavings of all the great coffee drinkings of the 
Keihul tribe from time immemorial. This was placed 
on the fire, and the operator, in the most theatrical 
manner, then bared his arms and legs, tucked his abba 
under him, and commenced the scientific process of roast- 
ing and pounding.' A large iron utensil, having some 
relationship to a gigantic spoon on three legs, was next 
produced, and also put upon the fire. The negro then, 
thrust Ms hand into some inscrutable corner of his robe 
and drew forth a small bag, from which he extracted 
two handfuls of coffee-berries, looking round at the same 
time, as much as to say, ‘‘ You observe they’re genuine 
Mocha !” These he threw into the capacioiis spoon, and 
continually turned them over with a flat shovel until the 
aromatic flavour, permeating through the tent to the olfac- 
tories of every person present, pronounced them to be 
duly roasted. Then the berries were pounded in a wooden 
mortar with a copper pestle — and here it was that the 
negro exhibited his skill, as he rang out various notes in 
the most scientific and artistic manner from the rude 
instruments on which he performed. When sufficiently 
pulverized, the coffee was. c6nfi.ded to the great grand- 
father of pots, and a quantity of the delectable fluid 
above mentioned was poured, upon it. Then alJ the 
family of ' coffee-pots took their tutn’ at boilmg it until, 
the infant in his juvenile brightness bad performed bis 
part, and the negro skelefoit advanced to present a cup 
of the beverage for my considi^a|l|3if^ ■ ‘ ^ 
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liowever, SO extraor- 
3, tliat it was evident 

From tlie time of our arrival, 

of orders to Ms ser- 

maimer and flustering voice, turning 
ts, and scarcely deign- 
Mch were addressed to 
e of Ms incivility, 
rc rose wlien tFe coffee was handed, 

‘ i astonished sheikh, and retired 
3 hy that time ready for our recep- 
had the desired effect. We had 

anticipated, the sheikh 

He was received very coldly, and scarcely 
:eply to his oft-repeated question— “ Wallah ! 
Bea what is the matter 'i ” At last he added, “ I hope 
you are not offended. I should not have treated you so 
ill, hut I did not understand who you were ! '' He then 
higed us to forget what had occurred, and to take 
coffee with him, which was brought before he received a 
reply. Having reduced ^ the uncivil feUow to reason, it 
was unnecessary to take further notice of the intentional 
insult we had received. I therefore accepted his coflee ; 
after which he became communicative, and endeavoured 
to make himself agreeable. 

He was not long in aeking if either of us were an 
hekim, or doctor, and if we possessed any medicine. ^ His 
gross -body had an enormous boil on an indescribable 
portion of his carcass, for which he required some remedy, 
and begged so energetically, that I at length agreed to give 
him a blue pill and a dose of rhubarb, but I quite forgot 
to see him swallow the former. Most probably it was 
wrapped in a dirty rag, and laid aside among his treasures 
until some of Ms friends naight be ill, when, whether the 
malady were fever or cholera, a spear wound or dysentery, 


The behaviour of the sheikh was, 
dinary during all the above process, 

we were not welcome guests. From t 

he kept giving a continued succession 

vants, in an unpleasant 

Ms hack most uncivilly upon Ms guestf 
ing to answer fche few questions wMv 
Mm. In order to shew we were aware 
and also offended by it, we rose 

took a haughty leave of the a,. 

to our tents, which were 1 
tion. This movement — 

scarcely reached our tents when, as 
followed, 
received a ri 
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tlie slieikB. 17011101 produce Hs supposed talisman for all 
iUs, and, possibly, kill his patient. 

As to our visiting Niffar, he recommended our going 
forward to the next encampment of the Affej tribe, -which 
was nearer to the ruins ; but, as I was desirous of spending 
New Year’s day on the mounds, I endeavoured to persuade 
him to furnish us with guides. After presenting various 
obstacles, he at length agreed that his son and four horse- 
men should accompany us. There was no further cause, 
for the night at least, to complain of incivility or want of 
attention. Ourselves, servants, and animals were supplied 
with every requisite which an Arab camp can furnish. 

The New Year of 1850 was ushered in with a fog 
so dense that the sheikh again endeavoured to dissuade 
us from our purpose, but, being determined on the sub- 
ject, we started as arranged o vernight. W e rode for about 
an hour, while the sheikh’s son continually urged me to 
give up my visit till another opportunity, and I began to 
suspect that he never intended we should reach Nilfar. 
I was at length confirmed in this view by discovering our 
own tracks on the ground, and that we had been led 
a complete circuit round Sheikh Said’s camp I I was- 
naturaUy highly incensed at this conduct, and, on the 
guides declaring it impossible to reach the ruins and return 
before dark, I required them to conduct me to Shkyer, 
the abode of a sheikh of that name, brother of Agghb, 
chief df the Affej. I had afterwards reason to know that 
Sheikh S^id was at feud with the tribes between his camp 
and Ni'ffar : hence his great unwillingness to aid us in 
visiting the ruins. On reaching -withiri half a mile of 
Shkyer, our guides left us to introduce ourselves to the 
amphibious inhabitants of the Affej marshes. ' ' 

Hitherto our journey had been througb the clLstricls of 
the Zobeid Arabs and their j;ri|)utari6s. ’ Their ( 3 hief, who 
farmed the revenues for t^^d pasha, boasted of a Turkish 
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title to his name, and was called the Wadi Bey. In con- 
sequence, however, of his oppressive conduct and extor- 
tionate demands, the tribes over whom he ruled — ^for they 
included others besides the Zobeid — were continually in 
rebellion. They complained, and vdth justice, that the 
Wadi robbed them and debauched then* families, leaving 
neither food nor honour for themselves. In making 
known their complaints to the pasha, they exclaimed, 
“ Send soldiers, slay us, cut off oiu* heads, Ave Avili. not 
obey him any longer."’ In consequence of these com- 
plaints, the W^di Bey had recently been deposed by Alidi 
Pasha, and was then in prison at Mffsseib to answer the 
charges brought against him. It was generally under- 
stood that the pasha intended taking the government of 
the tribes into his own hands — an arrangement Avhich 
appeared to be perfectly satisffictory to the ill-used Arabs. 
Great jealousy and mistrust reigned, hoAvever, among the 
various neighbouring tribes during the interregnum, and 
it was on this account that the son of Sheikh Said refused 
to accompany us into the village of Shkyke. ' Before reach- 
ing it, we experienced the awkwardness of travelling 
among marshes. Our animals were slipping and shding 
about, out of one buffalo track into another, and had the 
greatest difficulty in keeping on their feet. An hour’s 
scrambling in this way at length brought us to the village, 
where we were honourably and hospitably received by 
the aged Sheikh Shkyer and his numerous sons. 
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Tlie Mighty Marsh — The Eeed-PMace — Shooting -matdi — ISlffar — 
Theory on the Chaldeeans — Probable Ethiopic Origin — Nifihr, the 
Primitive Calneh, and Probable Site of the Tower of Babel — ^Boni 
Rechab, the Rechabites of Scripture. 


We liad now reached the commencement of those 
immense marshes which extend almost uninterruptedly 
to the Persian Gulf, and which, as I have previously said, 
cause the country under their influence to be a complete 
incognita. The swamps occupied by the Aflej 
Arabs stretch, during the low season, from the Euphrates 
on the west, into the very heart of the Jezireh, and in 
some places even join those of the Tigris. It is impos- 
sible to state their area ; but it is calculated that they 
support a population of 3000 hxmilies, who pay an annual 
tribute of 100,000 piastres (above £900) to the Pasha of 
Baghdad. Abdl Pasha, however, thinking they were able 
to hear a considerable increase of taxation, proposed ,to 
double the above sum for the following yeai‘. The Affey 
were in no small state of fermentation and alarm — com- 
plaining bitterly of the treatment they had at various 
times received from the authorities of B4ghdad. Xedjib 
Pasha had thrice blown their fragile towns about their 
ears with cannon. These consist entirely of reed huts, 
the reeds being tied in large bundles, and neatly arched 
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of tlie Affej are indicated by rows of luige reed cylin- 
drical baskets, containing tlie grain upon wliicli tliey 
subsist. Eice is produced in great abundance along tlie 
edges of the marsb; but tlie whole of their fields were, 
at the season of our visit and for a third of the year, 
entirely under water. Comniunication is kept up, as on 
the marshes of the Hindieli, by means of long, sharp, 
pointed terrMas, constructed of teak, and measuring 
twelve or fourteen feet long, by a yard in width. The 
Affej tribe is divided into two nearly equal parts, governed 
liy two brothers, Aggab and Shkyer — the former being 
the accredited head of the whole. 

We were conducted to the mfithif, or reception-hut of 
the chief, which resembled the other habitations of the 
place, but was of gigantic size, forty feet long, and eighteen 
feet high. It boasted the almost fabulous age for a reed 
building (if the Arabs might be credited) of no less than 
half a century, and appeared likely to last as long again, 
blit its interior was black with soot and smoke from the 
fire which invariably burned under the arch, and .had no 
means of exit but the entrance facing the mar^ , After 
sitting a short time in this primitive palMe, the sheikh 
himself, an old man of seventy on crutches, came to wel- 
come us ; three of his sons having, in the interim, done 
the honours of hospitality. The manly and open counte- 
nances of the Affej are remarkably striking, and differ so 
much from those of the Zobeid that they are at once pro- 
nounced to be of another origin. Their rich scarlet dresses 
' — Tor the Affej are great dandies — and brightly striped 
keffiehs produced a reiparkably brilhant and gay scene as 
they sat with their backs against the sides of the long 
miithff. The manners of the Affej are much more prepos- 
sessing and pohsheddhan -the- other tribes of the Jezireh. 

In approaching the reed town, along the edge of the 
marsh, my companion had dismounted to shoot a fran- 


miibAree. 
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colin, and liis fame as a flying-shot spread far and near. 
Snell a prodigy had never before been seen among the 
Affej marshes. The double-barrelled gun was handed 
round the miithff, and examined amid exclamations of 
surprise and delight ; but the percussion caps were a 
complete puz2;le to the whole assemblage. The springs of 
the powder-flask and shot-belt were equally a source of 
astonishment. A shooting-match was proposed ; and 
sliortly afterwards, Churchill and MoJiammed, the sheikh’s 
eldest son, were skimming about on the marsh in a narrow 
terrada, the depth of the water generally not exceeding 
three feet. The Englishman fired six times to the Arab’s 
once, amidst rounds of applause and loud clapping of 
hands. The powder and shot of the latter were separately 
weighed in a rude scale, from one end of which was sus- 
pended a piece of lead, and from the other a hollow reed 
closed at one extremity ; the process of loading his heavy 
unwieldy gun was therefore long and tedious ; and the 
result of his day’s sport anything but satisfactory to his 
self-esteem. The wondrous performance of my fellow- 
traveller spread far and near ; and, four years afterwards, 
they reminded me of the manner in wliich he brought 
down the flying birds. The shooting-match is a subject 
of conversation to this day. 

In the course of the day our guide, Miibixek, who, it 
will be remembered, was engaged to conduct us and 
secure* our safety during the journey, was recognized by 
the Arabs coucliing in a dark corner of one of the tents, 
as a Bedouin thief, notorious for stealing by night His 
tribe, too, was at blood-feud with the Affej. Had it not 
been that he was attached to my party, his Hfe would 
have paid the penalty of his temerity in venfuring among 
his enemies. Well knowing this, he did not therefore 
dare to shew his face outside all’ the inhe of my 

stay at Shl^er/y ' ' 
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It is altogether heyond the compreliensioii of an Avat) 
that a person should travel several days for tiio mere 
purpose of gratifying his curiosity by the sight of an 
ancient nionud— they are always under the impression 
that a search for treasure is the true but concealed object ; 
and it is next to an utter impossibility to shake this 
belief. 

From some cause or other, the ruins of Niifai appear 
to be an object of peculiar dread to the Arabs ; the 
inhabitants of Shkyer exhibited the same disinclina- 
tion to accompany us as Sheikh Said's people had pre- 
viously done. Before quitting Baghdad, I had been 
warned that difficidties of every kind would be thrown 
in my way, and that I should be very fortunate in suc- 
ceeding. After a long conversation to no purpose, I 
declared my determination to set out for Niffixr alone, if 
the sheikh would not oblige me by sending a guide. It 
was thereon arranged that his second son, Biilath, and 
a fe\^ horsemen, of the tribe, should be ready at day- 
dawn. , - , . ' - ‘ 

We were up betinies on ’the following morning, lint 
the promised escort Wis hy no means ready. It was then 
for the first time explained' that the whole tribe could not 
muster more than three horses — buffaloes they had in 
plenty, but they were not available for such a ride as was 
before us. It was therefore necessary to accommodate 
them with our own animals ; and at length, after*consi- 
derable delay, the party started from the village. The 
expedition consisted of ourselves, young Sheikh Ihilath, 
two servants, six Bashi Baziiks, and six Arabs. The 
road being, as a matter of course, pronounced insecure, 
we were armed to the teeth, and might easily have been 
mistaken for a plundering party, instead of antiquarians 
on our way to visit an old ruined city. Once free from 
the mud and water of the marshes, we hastened over the 





plain at a merry rate, in order to have time at the monncls. 
We were assured that the way was long, and truly so we 
found it. In order to avoid the marsh on the south of 
us, it was necessary to make a detour of at least seven- 
teen miles. Several considerable mounds, and various 
old canals, were crossed — one of which, bearing directly 
from ZibHyya, was of considerable size, and must have 
])een a main stream. It was called Derb-el-Jababara,"'’ 
or ‘‘the Griant’s road.” The Euphrates is described by 
the Arab historian, Abdl-Fedah, as in his time striking 
off from the modern channel immediately above the 
mound of B4bel at Babylon. Its suuken bed may still 
be traced on the west of the red pile of El Heimar, which 
some authors include within the circumference of the 
great city of Nebuchadnezzar. Its course terminated in 
the Tigris above Kdt-el-^AmAra, the ancient Apamea. A 
main artery, derived from the . old Euphrates near the 
city of Niliyya, flowed southwards towards Niffar. Its 
channel is now, however, lost in the marshes at the base of 
the mounds, but is again traceable near Warka. The waters 
had but recently retired from the surface of the desert, 
and our horses sank deep into the soft and yielding soilt 
On approaching a hollow among the ruins, we came 
suddenly upon two or three Zobeid shepherds and their 
flocks, who, notwithstanding the assm-ance of our friendly 
disposition, made a precipitate retreat to their distant 
tents. • 

As Niffar is supposed to stand upon the northern con- 
fines of Chaldsea, it will not be out of place here to give 

* The word “jabbar,” or is the particular title used in the 

Hebrew Scripture as applied to Nimrod. The name occurring at Niffar is 
an additional veman why the reputed antiquity of, the site should be re-^ 
garded as authentic. 

t The best approach to Niffar ip; from the Tigris, on' which side the 
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briefly an account of its early inhabitants, and tlieir 
origin — as far, at least, as our present knowledge con- 
cerning them will admit of. The Chaldseans are alluded 
to in the Bible under various conflicting denominations. 
At one time they are spoken of as colonists ; at another 
as priests and astrologers ; t and, lastly, as a conquering 
nation from the north.;]: Hence has arisen a diversity of 
opinion as to who and what they were. 

The recent researches made in the interpretation of 
the primitive cuneiform inscriptions have led to the not 
inconsistent belief, that, in the earliest ages previous to 
the historic period (which commenced with the empire of 
Nimrod), the region on the north of the Persian Gulf was 
probably inhabited by a Semitic race, which was gra- 
dually dispossessed by a powerful stream of invasion or 
colonization from the south. The Hamitic or Scythic 
element, which prevails in the most ancient cuneiform 
records throughout Babylonia and Susiana, points to 
Ethiopia as the mother country of the new settlers. 
They appear to. have crossed the Eed Sea and the penin- 
sula of Arabia, leaving traces of their migration along 
the shores of the Persian Gulf. In the language of the 
inscriptions, they are called “Akkadim^’ — a name pre- 
served in one of their cities, the Accad of Genesis — and 
their first settlements are concluded to liave been Erech 
and Ur, the modern sites of which are represented ]jy 
the ruins of Warka and Mfigeyer. The existence of a 
Hamite race in this region is confirmed by Herodotus, § 
who distinguishes the Eastern Ethiopians of Asia from 
the Western Ethiopians of Africa by the straight hair of 
the former and the curly hair of the latter. Homer || 
speaks of them’ as "a divided race— the last of men — 

* Genesis xi. 31 ; sii. 1-4 ; xv. 7. + Daniel i. 4 ; ii. 2 ; iv. 7 j -v. 7~11. 

J Jer. X. 22 ; Hab. i, 6, &c. § Book vii. 69, 70. 

j] Odyss., i. 22. 
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some of them at the extreme west, and others at the 
extreme east." Memnon, who aided Priam against the 
Greeks at the siege of Troy, is mentioned as an Ethiopian ; 
but his seat of empire was at Susa, which was called, 

' after him, “ the Memnonium " 

In the name of Kudur-Mapulay who had the title of 
ravager of Syria," Sir Henry Eawlinson identifies the 
Chedorlaomer of Scripture.’^" In his father’s name, Sinti- 
Shil-Khaky and in that of Tirhliak on the Susa records, 
the last element, hhak, is in all probability the hah or hyo 
of the shepherd-kings who overran Lower Egypt b,c. 
• 2084 . 

These coincidences are, to say th^‘ least, very extra- 
ordinary, and certainly denote a common origin between 
the Chaldseans of Scripture and the Eastern Ethiopians. 

At this distance of tirde it is, of courae, impossible to 
define the original limits of Chaldsea, but it seems probable 
that, from a minute settlement at first, the dominion of 
the Chaldees extended over the lower plains of the great 
rivers into the mountains of Elymais and Media, Hamitic 
dialects being recognised in the rock inscriptions of MM 
• Amir in Persia, westward to MMatia in the centre of 
Asia Mi]ior, and as far north as the lakes of Y^n and 
Urfimia. 

With the rise ’ of the Assyrian power • in the thir- 
■ teenth century B.o., the Semitic races appear to have in 
turn gained the ascendency, and spread over the low 
countries ; at the same time, . the language gradually 
aoguired a Semitic character, but still maintained an ad- 
mixture of Hamitic roots. Into the mountainous region, “ 
however, the Semites found difficulty in penetrating^, and 
it is 'doubtless to the Hamites still dwelling there, retain- 
ing A their warlike propensities^ and constituting the 
flowed of the Babylonian army^-'^t fhe J ewi^h Scriptures 
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refer when they say, “ I will bring evil from tlic noitli, 
and a great destruction,^^*''* meaning the destrnctioii of 
Jern.sa.leni by Nebucliadnej^zar, ‘‘king ol the Clialdecs.^^t 
But it is in a more .restricted sense that Isaiah;]; alludes 
to “ the Chaldeans, whose cry is in their ships'' — a people 
oi arpiatic haluts and maritime position, agreeing well 
with the descriptions given by Ptolemy § and Stra,bo, || of 
a people bordering on Ara])ia and the Persian Gulf, and 
into tbe marshes of whose territories, according to Pliny, II 
the Tigris emptied itself in its course to the sea. From 
these authorities we are led to conclude, that Chaldeea 
Proper extends from about the latitude of Hillali to the 
Persian Gulf, and from the verge of the great Arabian 
deserts on the west, across the plains and marshes of the 
IMesopotamian rivers, to the parallel of Hawlza on the 
confines of ancient Susiana. 

With regard to the language of this early people, 
whether we call them Hamites, Scyths, or Chaldees, I 
cannot do better than quote from the writer of an inte- 
resting article in a recetit periodical — 

“ They were in reality the inventors of the cuneiform 
character, having first made rude pictures of natural 
objects, after the manner of hieroglyphs, which in pro- 
cess of time assumed the form of letters, possessing a 
phonetic power, and having Bom.e correspondence with 
the title of the original object which they were intended 
to represent. It seems likely that this alphabet had hecii 
in use at least a thousand years before it w^as em])loyed 
to represent the sounds of a language like the As,syriau, 
differing wholly in structure and character from that for 
which it was originally invented. Hence ifc happened, 
that when the Semitic people began to make this use of 

* J er. iv. 6. ^ t 2 Gbxon, Xxxvi. 17. ■ X Chap, xlili. 14, 

§ Book vi. 20. ' ]| Book'i. 4. , ‘ ^ Book vx. 27. 

*♦ Nutice of Colonel EawJinson’s rasearches in « The Monthly Eeview of 
Literature, Science, and Ax*t,” vol. L pagfe 45. 
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it, tliey found it necessaiy to retain' tlie old Scytliic values 
of the letters, and therefore only modified tlie existing 
alphabet in such a manner as to give to each character 
the power which belonged to the Semitic synonym for 
tlie original Scythic term." The science of Assyria, even 
to the latest times, appears to have been recorded in the 
<.)ld Hamite language, so that the accpiisitiou of this 
tongue was regarded as an essential part of Assyrian 
education. 

At the present day, it is well known there are some 
tribes in the highlands of Kfirdistdn called Kaldani, or 
Chaldseans, who profess Christianity, and are a brave, 
hardy race. One theory concerning their origin is, that 
they are the descendants of the original inhabitants of 
Chaldsea, who were driven into those fastnesses by the 
after-spread of the Semitic races.* 

The original colonists are, it is supposed, alluded to by 
Moses under the name of “Nimrod," which signifies 
“ those who are found," or, “ the settlers." Then* liamitic 
descent is confirmed by the application of the name Cush 
(the father of Nimrod), under various modifications, to 
different sites in the territory north and east of Baby- 
lonia — for instance, Shfish, Cfitha, Kfishasdan, Shfister, 
Cossoea, &:c, 

The frequent mention of the Chaldaeans as priests and 
astrol^ers may be accounted for by their having brought 
with them, in their migration, a Imowledgc of the sciences 
at that time far advanced in Egypt. Hence it was that 

* The various theories advanced concerning the ChaldEoans have been so 
freq^uently quoted in other recent works, that I refrain from a repetition of 
them in this volume. The reader may, therefore, be referred to BaiUie 
Fraser’s “ Mesopotamia and Assyria,” and Vaux^s valuable re.rdw.& of mo- 
dern discoveries, entitled “ Nineveh and Persepolis." The discussion in 
detail will be found in Faber’s Origin &f Pagan Idolatry,^ Beke’s ‘^Origines 
Biblicse,” BochaiPs “ Geographia Sacra”.Dr' Lost -Tribes,” and 


there existed at Babylon in the time of Alexander the 
Great a record of eclipses which had taken place from the 
year 2234 — a date nearly corresponding with that 

assigned to the commencement of Nimrod's empire as 
given in the marginal references of our Scriptures. We 
are also told by Strabo, t that the Chaldfeans had two 
schools for the study of astronomy ; whence the learned 
men were called Borsippeni and Orchoeni, 

A further proof of the Egyptian origin of the Chal- 
dees is derived from the fact, that, in addition to the 
ordinary lunar year, they made use of a solar one for as- 
tronomical purposes, which was divided, after the manner 
of the Egyptians, into monthly sections. The adoration 
of the heavenly bodies, which we know to have prevailed 
among the Hamite tribes, appears to have introduced a 
system of polytheism among the Semites, whose religion 
in its primitive state consisted in the worship of one 
supreme and omniscient Creator. This subject is not, 
however, one for me to investigate. 

It may not be uninteresting at this point to state the 
opinion of Sir Henry Bawlinson on the important ruins of 
Niffar. He considers that “ the names of the eight primeval 
cities, preserved in the tenth chapter of Genesis, are not 
intended to denote capitals then actually built and named, 
but rather to point out the localities where the first colo- 
nies were established by titles which became famous 
under the empire, and which were thus alone familiar to 
the J ews." He regards the site of Niffar as the primitive 
Calneh— the capital of the whole region. It was dedi- 
cated to Belus, and was called the city of Belus. Hence 
he concludes that this was the true site of the Tower of 
Babel ; and that from it originated the Babylon of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, on the banks of the Euphrates, at Hillah. The 
existing remains were built by the earliest king of whom 
* On tlie authority of Berosus. t Book xvi. 739. 
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we have any cuneiform monuments, about 2300 B.o., but 
whose name cannot be read with certainty. It was then 
called Tel Ann, from the god Ann, our scriptural Noah, 
who was worshipped there under the form of the Fish 
God Oannes, of whom we have representations on the 
bas-reliefs of Nineveh ; the name Niffar was subse- 
quently given to it. The old titles were retained when 
the Talmud was composed, the writers of which say that 
Cahieh was Niffar, and they caU the place Nineveh ; but 
the Nineveh of Assyria was certainly at Mosul — “Out 
of that land went forth Ashur and builded Nineveh.” 

The present aspect of Niffar is that of a lofty platform 
of earth and rubbish, divided into two nearly equal parts 
by a deep channel — apparently the bed of a river — about 
120 feet wide. Nearly in the centre of the eastern por- 
tion of this platform are the remains of a brick tower of 
early construction, the debris of which constitutes a conical 
mound rising seventy feet above the plain. This is a 
conspicuous object in the distance, and exhibits, where 
the brick-work is exposed, oblong perforations similar to 
those seen at the Birs Nimrild, and other edifices of the 
Babylonian age. The western division of the platform 
has no jremarkable feature, except that it is strewed with 
fragments of pottery, and other relics of a later period 
than the tower above alluded to. At the distance of a 
few hundred yards on the east of the ruins, may be dis- 
tinctly traced a low continuous mound — the remains, 
probably, of the external waU of the ancient city. As to 
the obelisk, the particular object of my visit, the Arabs 
positively declared that there was one, but none of them 
had seen it, or could indicate its position in the mounds. 

* For the above noiices on the origin of the Ohaideeans and early history 
of NiflFar, I am mainly indebted to Sir Henry Bawlinson’s numerous me- 
moirs, contained in tbe publications of the Boyal Asiatic Society, in the 
‘‘ Proceedings of the Koyal Geogr. Society for 1866,’’ p. 47, and pages of the 
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It is unnecessary to dwell at greater length on these 
mins, because Mr Layard has given a detailed account 
of his researches there in 185 1.'" I myself visited JNhdar 
a second time in 1854, when his trenches were scarcely 
recognizable — ^in a year or two more they will be entij'ely 
filled up with drifted sand. Although no very remarkable 
discovery has yet been made at Niffiir, it cannot be 
regarded as thoroughly explored ; and the extensive area 
of the ruins encourages the hope that at some future 
period excavations may be successfully resumed. 

On the west and south of Niffar there extends a region 
of marshes, hitherto unvisited — a complete chain of natural 
defences for the wild Madan Arabs, who dwell among 
them upon the slightly elevated ridges wliich at inter- 
vals raise their heads above the inundation. It is entirely 
ovung to the presence of these swamps that the tribes 
in the interior are so little under the dominion of the 
Turkish Government. Joining to the Affej district are 
the territories of the Beni Recli4b,+ whose independent 
cliief, named the Amir or Prince, claims descent from the 
original possessors of the soil. He is the sworn ally of 
the great Muntefik sheikh ; and when that tribe is at wai’, 
the followers of the Amir, with their long muskets, fight 
side by side with those of the modern King of the Ara].)s. 
The Beni Eechab are a remarkable race, and in them wo 
may probably recognize the descendants of the Eechab- 
ites, who, in the days of Jehoiakim, King of Judah, •were 
made an example to the Jews of a people who, unlike the 
chosen race, obeyed the precepts of their forefathers. 
When wine was placed before them in the temple by 
Jeremiah, they refused to. partake of it, saying, “Thus 
have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Eechab 
our father in all that he ^ charged us, " to drink no 

* " Nineveh and Babylon,” ob% xxiv. 

t Literally, “ sons of the stirrup ” 
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wine all our days, we, om* wives, our sous, nor our 
(laughters; nor to build houses for us to dwell in: 
neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed : but we 
have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done accord- 
ing to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. But 
it came to pass, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came up into the land, that we said. Come, and let us go 
to J erusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and 
for fear of the army of the Syrians : so vre dwell at Jeru- 
salem.” * 

It is by no means imj)robable that at the taking of 
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar a few years later, the 
-Rechabites were obliged to follow the fallen fortunes of 
their allies the Jews, and that the Chaldean mamhes 
were assigned to them as a residence in the land of their 
conquerors.! Their descendants are still to be found in 
the same locality, but instead of being a dependent, they 
have become an independent race. But whatever may 
have Keen the result of their intercourse with the Jews, 
the observance of their ancient customs remains un- 
changed, like that of all the wild Arab hordes. There is 
not sufficient proof, in the name alone, that the modern 
tril)e of Beni Rech^b are the Rechabites of the Scriptures, 
but the tradition of their early possession of the country, 
the title of Amir so unusually applied to an Arab chief 
of this region, and the peculiarity of feature which disfin- 
guishei^ the , tribe, certainly afford some ground for the 
opinion here advanced. 

The Beni Rech4b are extremely jealous of strangers, as 
I once experienced, and if is not safe to venture among 
them without the Amir's protection. . In countenance they 

Jer: xxxv, '8-11. ' 

■f Whether these Beni Seohiib are related to the tribe of the s-XLao n.uju: 
whom the Jewish traveller, Benjamin of Tudfla, mentions as dwclliiig in 
the deserts of Yemen, and observing of ‘the Tdlmud, I am 

nnabie to say. They may be divisions^ otilfeCsathe tidbe. ‘ ■ 
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bear a strong resemblance to tlie Jews, and may easily be 
distingnisbed from the suiTonnding Arab tribes ; I am not 
aware, liowever, that they have any traditions of a former 
connexion with the Jewish nation. Unlike their afhible 
neighbours of the Affej, they are sullen and morose, un- 
willing to give information, and infinitely more addicted 
to plunder than to any other occupation. The sway of 
the Amir extends from the Affej southwards to near the 
mounds of Hammam hereafter mentioned, and as far 
east as the Tigris, along the banks of which be exacts 
black-mail from all native vessels plying between Baghdad 
and Busrah, although he himself pays no tribute to the 
Turkish Government. 

Among the marshes of the Beni Kech^ib are several 
important ruins, of whicli Bismya, distant about twenty- 
five miles south-east of Mftar, is the most remarkable. 
These two ancient sites, however, are separated -by a 
gTeat extent of marsh, so that Bismya is still unex- 
plored. I have seen it at the distance of about ten 
miles, and, from its low but spreading outline, I believe 
it to be of very ancient ongin. This form is, for the 
most part, common to mounds of remote age in Chaldaea, 
and proves that after-generations have not built upon the 
older remains. 

Phdra is another of the Beni Eechdb mounds, abound- 
ing in small antiques, such as signet-cylinders, rude 
bronzes, and figures carved in stone. According ^o the 
Amir, such articles "‘flow like water” from the mound. 
It is consequently much- resorted to by antique-hunters, 
wdio find a ready sale for their treasures among the 
Europeans at B%hd4d. At Ph^ra I obtained a very 
interesting Egyptian amulet; . 
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After a minute inspection of the ruins of Xiifar, we 
returned to Shkyer, which we reached before sunset. 

Had it not been that we were the bearers of letters 
to Abdi Pasha, who was then at Diw^niyya, I should 
have made an effort to penetrate through the Beni 
Eechdb, As it was, however, our course lay south-east- 
ward from Shkyer, encountering considerable difficulties 
by the way. The marsh was wide, and, although not 
generally deep, intersected by numerous streamlets from 
the Euphrates, which rendered the passage of the horses 
and baggage-mules no easy task. Sheikh Shkyer under- 
took that some of his people should conduct them by a 
circuitous route, so as to avoid the main inundation, 
but tb«y were still obliged to ford in three feet water 
for an hour, and to swim across tlie deeper streams. 
The baggage and saddles were conveyed with ourselves 
in terr^das through the open marsh and straight long 
lanes or ditches of reeds, only sufficiently wide to admit 
of two boats passing each other. The reeds' -formed walls 
on either side to the height of twelve of fourteen feet, 
and excluded every breath of pure ^ 
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and traversed some groves of*fine tamarisks to tlie little 
iiamlet of Yiisdfiyya, siirroimded hy date-trees, upon tlie 
left bank of an important trunk stream of tlie same name. 
This canal, derived from the Euphrates a few miles above 
the town of Drwfmiyya, conveys a deep flow of water into 
the interior for the purposes of irrigation in those locali- 
ties where the elevation of the land is uninfluenced by 
the rise or flill of the marshes. The Yusufiyya, at about 
seventeen miles from its source, is divided into three parts 
— one of which, called the Shat-el-Khhr, falls into the 
marshes of the Shat-el-Hie, at the junction of that branch 
of the Tigris with the Euphrates. None of these streams 
are fordable, consequently the depth and width of the 
Yflsflfi}ya is considerable. It is crossed in a rude boat at 
the village, beyond which Diwanly^ni is an liour distant. 

Our tents were pitched after sunset aliove the town, on 
the left bank of the Eiq^hrates. The pasha, with a camp 
of 3000 men, was stationed on the opposite side, having 
justmoncluded one of those Sisyphian labours, previously 
mentioned, which each successive governor of Baghdad is 
obliged to undergo, namely, the reconstruction of the 
dam at the mouth of the Hindieh. He was now sta- 
tioned at Diwdniyya for the fourfold purpose of testing 
the result of his work, of arranging matters consocpient 
on the W^di Bey’s deposition, of curbing the uniyersed 
disposition to rebel against the Ottoman rule, and, lastly, 
of collecting arrears of tribute. 

When daylight on the following morning revealed our 
- position, the appearance of tents on the opposite side of 
the river caused a considerable stir in the camp of His 
Excellency : for it was beyond the comprehension of 
the Turks that ordinary travellers could surmount 
the supposed insuperable difficulties of the marshes ; 
and — unless we had dropped from above — ^there was no 
other method by which we could have got there. Mes- 
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senger after messeuger arrived in kiifalis to satisfy the 
curiosity of tlieir masters coiiceriiiiig the rank, (jualitv, 
and destination of the new comers. In due time. Slaving 
previously announced our arrival to the paslui, we crossed 
the river, and were received on landing by an ofhcer in 
waiting. Instead, however, of conducting us to the jire- 
sence of the paslia, he led us — ^jirobably bribed to do so 
— to the tent of Mulla 'All, the little eunuch and biitfoon, 
of whom I have already spoken as possessing the confi- 
dence of the governor. His puipose, no doubt, was to 
satisfy himself on the objects of our journey, and the 
iiause of our visit to the pasha. 

Mulla ^Ali was originally a slave of a former pasha, 
but his antics and jokes were so effective that he obtained 
his freedom, and siibse- , 
qiiently rose high in favour 
with 'AH and jSTedjib Pa- 
shas. It was impossible 
to guess his age, but, as he 
sat doubled up on a carpet, 
covered with a huge furred 
cloth tunic and an enor- 
mous dark -green turban, 
he was one of the most 
repulsive creatures which 
the eye could well encoun- 
ter. Hk face more resem- 
Ided that of the monkey 
tribe than anything else 
’ [ can conceive. His mouth 

stretched nearly from ear to ear, and the latter append- 
ages stood out from each side like tho^e of . an. ass. 
Teeth he had none, so that his tongue, as if' too, large for 
his mouth, frequently lolled out, him. file ’Appear- 

ance of an idiot. His face, the Oxfirtme, was 
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puckered into a thousand wrinkles, the bones projecting, 
and the skin of the colour and consistency of hard leather. 
The whole of his features were condensed into an expres- 
sion of low cunning, cupidity, cruelty, and lust, which no 
one could behold without shuddering. His character did 
not belie his appearance. He was at one time made chief 
over certain Khuzeyl tribes, but his conduct was such that 
it was found necessary to remove him. Money w^as his 
chief object, and he extorted it without scruple. When 
he failed by the usual means, he tried torture, and took 
as much delight in the sufferings of his unfortunate vic- 
tims as either Nero or Caligula. His favourite punishment. 
W’as to bury an ofiender alive with his hands tied, leaving 
only his shaven head above ground, but this Avas smeared 
over with honey to attract reptiles and insects ! The wTetch 
took his pleasure in frequently going to grin and make 
faces at the poor victim, who, however, without food, 
and under an almost vertical sun, w’as soon relieved by 
death from the tortures and atrocities he suffered. It is 
dif&cult to comprehend how a man so kind and humane 
as Abdi Pasha could consent to the companionship of a 
creature so vile and abominable, but wherever he went, 
Mulla 'All accompanied him, whatever state-matter he 
had to transact, Mulla ^Ali was consulted. It is true 
that the eunuch was full of anecdote, and his drolleries 
made the staid pasha laugh in the midst of the most 
sober affairs, but that was no excuse for giving coun- 
tenance to a creature who had lost all human feelings. 
However gross or insulting the buffoon’s jests might be, 
the pasha was always ready with a hoarse laugh. On 
one occasion, I remember seeing MuUa ’All, like a huge 
toad, publicly spit upon the person of an Eimopean gentle- 
man. The pasha, as usual, exercised his merriment ; but 
in an instant afterwards looked serious, for it occurred to 
him that this was a matter beyond a joke. 
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This paragon of ugliness and cruelty received his visi- 
tors without rising, merely motioning us to be seated on 
the carpet near him. Salutations and compliments were 
soon dispensed with, by his abruptly demanding in one 
breath, “ where we had come from, where we were going, 
and what we wanted 1 ” The answer appeared to amuse 
him exceedingly, for he burst forth into an inordinate fit 
of laughter, in which he was joined by his attendants, who 
gathered behind their master to ascertain the subject of 
gossip for the day, A more out-at-heel squad can seldom 
be seen. Esmry one grimied from ear to ear, in imitation 
' of their master, at the very idea of two Englizi passing 
through the Mad^n country, into which no Turk ever yet 
dared to venture — being pronounced beyond the pale of 
the pasha’s authority. Mulla ’All became guinea-yellow 
with excitement at the bare possibility of such an attempt 
being successful, and at the greater probability of our 
being spitted on Arab spears. He told some horrid stories 
of cruelties perpetrated by the Mddan tribes ; but these 
were so contrary to their nature, that I set them down 
as instances of his own barbarity. Not finding us dis- 
posed to believe all he said, he endeavoured to amuse his 
audience at our expense by turning round and remark- 
ing : — What a pleasure it Avould be to hear that the 
Arabs had made donkeys of them ! ” The reply was, that 
“ if the^ Arabs did so, he should not/’ and so we left him 
huddled up in his furs. 

We found the Pasha of Bighd^d sitting on the edge of 
a high bank overlooking the river, with that expression 
of utter stolidity which characterizes the Turkish features. 
Ask a grave old Turkish gentleman what he is thinking 
about, and his answer will invariably . be^ By ..Hlali ! 
what should I think of? Nothing/h ■ So, doubtless, Abdi 
Pasha thought of “ nothing” as otli?- approach'woke him 
from the slumber into which- hiS cogitations had fallen. 
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He received US graciously, blit could by no means com- 
prehend the object of our proposed journey on the eastern 
side of the Euphrates, As to Warka, or the region where- 
it is situated, although within his own territories, he knew 
nothing whatever. The ollicial map called for gave no 
hirther explanation; whereupon he seemed to conclude 
that Warka must be an exceedingly dangerous place, for 
lie remarked in a decided manner, ‘‘ You cannot go ; I will 
not be answerable for your safety.” Expostulation had 
little or no effect, and. although I repeatedly released him 
from all responsibility, the same answer was returned — 
“It is impossible ; you must travel with the troops and'" 
animals by way of Seimtva.” Seeing that no good could 
be effected by reasoning on the absurdity of his fears for 
our safety, I merely asked for a small party of Bashi 
Bfizdks, in lieu of those who had brought us to Diwiinlyya, 
and firmly stated iny intention of continuing my journey 
as previously arranged at B%hdacl. Having done so, I 
left him biting his lip and wondering at European obsti- 
nacy. My impression was, that he did not wish strangers 
to see the little authority he exercised over the tribes. 

During the remainder of the day, the necessary pre- 
parations were made for entering an unknown region. 
Several skins were purchased to enable oui* crossing any 
streams and marshes which might fall in om* way. The 
services of a Jebhr Arab Sheikh, called M^hmild, whose 
camp lay on our route near the verge of the Amfrk terri- 
tories, were secured ; and, early on the following morning, 
nothing was wanting but the promised escort. It was 
some time before the pasha could be prevailed on to con- 
form to niy wishes, but at length sixteen rudely equipped 
liorsemen crossed the river, and we sallied forth from the 
groves of Diwaniyya in search of novelty and adventure, 
exulting at the result of continued obstinacy and deter- 
mination. 



I-'IUMITIVE RAFTS. 


For tlii’ee days our road lay across a level and un- 
iiiteresti]]g desert, at times interrupted by a detour to 
aA^oid a marsh, or by a halt to cross a broad and deep 
water-Goui'se. In such case the loads were mipacked, 
and the inflated sheep-skins tied to our tent-jioles or 
branches of tamarisk — thus forming a primitive raft. 
Reeds Avere then placed on this frameAAmrk in order to 
keep the passengers and luggage dry. In this manner 
all Avere floated across to the opposite side, while the 
horses and mules swam oA’^er. Sometimes, when the 
stream Avas very rapid, the kelek or raft Avas attached 
to a I’ope, and preAmiited from floating down the current. 

One of the most important water-coinses was the 
Fawdr, derh-ed from the Yusufiyya, and terminating in 
the marshes on the banks of the Euphrates. The E^w&r, 
in its turn, gave off a considerable branch called the 
Thruiijlyya, Avhich supplied some small k^Fas and the 
cultivated land adjoining them. The Arab OAvners, hoAV- 
ever, declining the payment of their taxes, had endea- 
Anured to shew their independence by destroying a dam 
so that the Avater of the F^Avar might be transferred 
to the channel of the Thriinjiyya, and subsecjuently into 
a marsh surrounding their abodes. Abdi Pasha had sent 
Mdstapha Bey, the k}4ya of Baghdad, with a large force 
to bring these refractory Arabs to reason. His first care 
A7as to close the mouth of Turiinjiyya Avith a strong dam 
of earth and brushAVood, and afterwards to attack a fort 
to Avhich tlie Arabs retreated. He was successful in his 
cflbrts, and took possession of the fort on the very day 
we passed — the defenders having decamped during the 
night, carrying Avith them all their goods and chattels. 

We crossed the Fd,Av^r at the ruins of a mod§rmtown 
called Sdk-el-FaAvk’>^(F4w4r Market),, once a consider- 
able and thriving place — the lairge .district 

like Sdk-esh-Sheioukh. ..'It, origlniaJly, belonged to the 
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Muntefik Arabs, and was surrounded at intervals by 
small martello towers, for defence against more unsettled 
neighbours. 

I have already had occasion to allude to the effect 
produced by the destruction of the dam on the Eu- 
phrates above Babylon, at the mouth of the Hindieh."'^ 
Nowhere is this effect better observed and miderstood 
than at Siik-el-Eawar. In consequence of the breaking 
of that dam about twenty-five years ago, the water 
deserted the channels and streams on the east of the 
■ Euphrates. Sfik-el-Eaw^r, among other places, became 
a sufferer by the catastrophe, and was soon afterwards 
abandoned. Decaying date-trees, and ruins of well-built 
mud huts, extend half-a-mile along both sides of the 
channel, harbouring only wild beasts and rejjtiles. The 
pasha’s recent work liad restored a copious stream to the 
bed of the Faw4r, and water was^flowing tdwards spots 
which had for many years been without moisture. 

On the third day’s journey from Diw^nfyya, we reached 
a deep river-bed, now dry, called by the Arabs Shkain,” 
or “ Es-S4hain,” which was said to have also become dry at 
the same time as the P4w4r. The great size of the chan- 
nel, measiiiing 270 feet wide by 15 or 20 deep, shews its 
importance. Whether it had ever been the course of the 
Euphrates, it was difiicult to decide on a casual examina- 
tion. It is by no means improbable that it is a continua- 
tion of the ancient Nil, previously lost to sight in the 
marshes of Niffar. At any rate, its course singularly 
coincides in general direction with that of the Nil. 

Parallel with our road could be traced the course of 

the Shat-el-K^hr — a continuation of the Yfisfiflyya- 

here and there indicated on our east by a mud fort or 
enclosure. Numerous small mouncfe, too, began to spring 
up in advancing southward, while the path was constantly 

* See page 44. 
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strewed with fragments of bricks and pottery. It was 
evident that we were approaching the seats of ancient 
civilization, and the neighbourhood of once populous 
cities. The further we proceeded, the more clearly was 
this manifested. 

Our new guide, Mahmdd, having mentioned the exist- 
ence of a large statue at a ruin named Hammam,''''' I deter- 
mined on directing our comse to the east of the road we 
were pursuing, in order to ascertain the truth of his 
account, because little reliance can usually be placed on 
Arab information upon such points. After passing several 
, considerable mounds on either side, we at length, before 
sunrise on the morning of the fourth day’s ride from 
Diwaniyya, caught a glimpse of the goal we sought. 

I know of nothing more exciting or impressive than 
the first sight of one of those great Chaldsean piles loom- 
ing in solitary grandeur from the surroimding plains and 
marshes. A thousand thoughts and surmises concern- 
ing its past eventful history and origin — its gradual rise 
and rapid fall — naturally present themselves to the mind 
of the spectator. The hazy atmosphere of early morning 
is peculiarly favourable to considerations and impres- 
sions of this character, and the gray mist intervening 
between the gazer and the object of his reflections, im- 
parts to it a dreamy existence. This fairy-like effect is 
further heightened by mirage, which strangely and fan- 
tastically magnifies its form, elevating it from the ground, 
and causing it to dance and quiver in the rarefied air. 
No wonder, therefore, that the beholder is lost in pleasing 
doubt as to the actual reality of the apparition before 
him. 

The ruins of Hammd-m measure about a mile in diame- 

* The site of ” a bath,” is; behoved by Sir Henry Eawlinson 

to represent the Gulaba of cuneiforta issoMptiops. '' See 'Proceedings of 
Royal Geographical Booiety for ‘ , 
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ter, and consist of a series of low undulations around a 
grand central tower, whose remarkable form cannot fail 


to attract attention. Owing to the falling away of the 
brickwork at its sides and base, and to the projection of 
its upper parts, this building has, in the distance, under 
the influence of mirage, the appearance of a gigantic 
mushroom. Its total height is about fifty feet, of which 
twenty is a conical mound supporting a mass of un]3aked 
brickwork. Its original form has evidently been square, 
but the sides are now reduced to seventy-eight feet each, 
and the angles are rounded off. Judging ])y otl>er ruins 
of similar character, and by the numerous broken fi’ag- 
ments lying upon the sloping sides of the moTind, it was 
probably faced externally with kiln-baked ])ricks. Tiie 
most northerly angle points twenty degrees east of north. 
A deep channel, formed by the rains of winter, divides 
oacli side into equal parts, and leaves the angles projecting 
like four rounded turrets. The action of the weather, 
too, lias likewise w^orn away these annarent towers, and 
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exjwsecl a layer of reeds at the summit of each, TJio 
luicks used in the construction of this edifice measiii'c 
fourteen and a-half inches square by five, or five and 
a-half inches thick, and are composed of sun-dried clay, 
mixed with barley-chaff and chopped straw. Each row 
is separated by a layer of reeds, which project and shelter 
the bricks beneath them from the influence of the wmather. 

It is difficult to conceive the purpose of this and simi- 
lar edifices throughout Babylonia, unless we assume them 
to have been platforms for the erection of temples, sucli 
as may be seen in a state of better preservation at Blrs 
Mmrfid and Mfigeyer. That the ruin at Hammam was * 
a portion of a temj)le devoted to the' worship of a Chal- 
dsean divinity, is moreover inferred from the statue which 
lay about two hundred yards from the north-west corner 
of the ruin ; this bore aU the characteristics of a sacred 
idol. Unfortunately it has suffered much from ill-usage, 
being not only broken, but otherwise maliciously defaced. 
According to the information of our guide, this inte- 
resting statue was perfect about two years previously, 
but was ])roken with large hammers by a tribe who 
■work in iron near Silk-esh-Sheioukli, in the expectation 
of finding gold in its interior. It had likewise been used 
as a target by the Arabs for ball-practice ; but the frac- 
tures bore evidence of having been effected at an earlier 
period than my informant admitted. 

m 

'* By this description must bo implied the Sabseans or Christians of St 
John — a strange race of whom little is known. They aro probably a relic 
of the old inhabitants of the country. I doubt their ability to break so 
lai-ge a block of stone ; and it is not their custom to travel about with the 
large implements of their trade. My friend Professor Petermann, the emi- 
nent Oriental linguist and savant of Berlin, passed nearly the whole of the 
year 1854 at Sfik-esh-Sheioukh among the S^bl We may shortly expect 
some valuable information from his pen concerhing thetas -A. few families 
reside at Shfisfcer and Dizfdl, where they are dreadfully persecuted by jboth 
Persians and Arabs. General Williams, 'with tins humatdfy which distin- 
-guishes him, obtained a firman from the '^heir .|>fotection. 
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This statue represents a male human figure, of the 
natural size and correct proportions, cut out of finely- 
grained hlack granite, and executed with remarkable skill. 
The torso is broken at the waist, where the hands are 
clasped in front, as if holding a garment thro^^m loosely 
over the left shoulder. The right shoulder is bare, Avitli 
a defaced inscription in Babylonian characters cut upon 
it. The head* and arms are unfortunately gone. This 
fragment measures sixteen inches from the neck to the 
waist, and nineteen inches between the shoulders. The 
second piece, representing the lower part of the body, has 
been severed from the former, and measures two feet six 
inches. The surface is much broken ; but upon the 
right hip and side there is another defaced inscription, 
bordered with a deep fringe similar to that represented 
on the Assyrian sculptures. The third and last fragment 
is a shapeless block, thirteen inches long and ten inches 
wide, polished on one side, and exhibiting a trace of gar- 
ment fringe. 

Statues of Babylonian workmanship being extremely 
rare, I packed the pieces in the best manner which 
circumstances would admit, and brought the awkward 
loads on the backs of our mules to Busrah, whence 
they vrere shipped for England. These fragments, I 
believe, are the only specimen of an undoubted Baby- 
lonian statue in Europe ; but I am sorry to remark that 
they still lie neglected in the vaults of the Bfitish Mu- 
seum, f 

Want of time prevented my making a thorough exa- 
mination of the other ruins of Hamm^m. As they do 
not appear to have been occupied by succeeding dynas- 

* In the possession of Captain Lynch, C.B., IN., is a very beautiful head 
of similar stone, which probably belongs to this statue, having been repre- 
sented to him as obtained from this neighbourhood. 

t In 1854 I obtained a similar, but smaller, statue from the neighbouring 
mound of Yokha, which was likewise sent to England. 
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ties, they will probably afford valuable information con- 
cerning the Chaldsean period. If excavations are ever 
again undertaken in those regions, Hammdin is one of 
those sites which deserves early attention.'"*^ 

"Within sight of Hammam, about six miles distant in 
the south-south-west, rises another lofty and imposing 
pile, called Tel Ede, or Yede. Towards it our coui’se was 
next directed. 

"We had by this time reached the limits of the M’un- 
tefik territories, inhabited by the wildest of those Mll- 
dan tribes who acknowledge fealty to the great sheikh. 
'As we advanced in a compact party, we were espied by a 
few Arab shepherds tending their flocks, which find 
excellent grazing on the short grass produced by the 
early rains among the sand-hills. Alarmed at the sight 
of so many horsemen, they took up their position on a 
small mound, elevated a black keffieh upon a spear, sang 
their war-cry, and danced like spirits demented. In a few 
minutes they "were joined by others of their tribe, wdio 
joined in the song and dance, until they were almost lost 
to our sight in the dense cloud of dust created by their 
frantic evolutions. When they considered their numbers 
sufiiciently strong, this half-naked band of savages — 
their abbas bound round their w^aists, their heads bare, 
and their long black locks flowing wildly in the breeze — 
formed in the most approved style of Arab array, and ran 
at a rapid pace, with spear and club in hand, to meet the 
supposed enemy. 

The whole neighbourhood was in a state of the 
greatest excitement and alarm. The sheep .and cattle 
were being driven towards the tents for protection; 

* When I passed through the country a second time in 18^4^, it was my 
intention to have commenced operations at HahUAiSm on behalf of the 
Assyrian Excavation Society ; but the want ^’vraitnr m the Sfaat-el-Kahr, 
which flows within a few miles of theBevdh|:'s,'<3um;t^ 
eligible locality. ' ^ ' 
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the women collected in mimJjers togttlier tiie 

mound which their lieroes had just (|uitted, urging 
them on to brave deeds by tlieir shrill and constant 
tahlehl — a soimd intermediate between a halloo, a whistle, 
and a scream, which rings through the nerves like a gi.d- 
vanic shock. The warriors approached us in admirable 
order, as if they had passed tlirough many a field-day, 
and we]‘e cpiite prepared to do or die, as brave hearts 
should, ill defence of their ladies fair. Arranging them- 
selves in two long lines, at equal intervals apart, in num- 
ber about sixty, they then advanced, in New Zealand 
fashion, with a kind of running dance, chanting their' 
war-song, and throwing their weapons high into the air, 
to catch them again, with inimitable dexterity, in their 
descent. They were a2iparently led by an old man Avith 
a luxuriant AAdiite beard, who sang the solo parts, and 
AA^as otherAvise exceedingly actri^e in the Avhole business. 
M^himld rode forward to exjilain that we came in peace, 
and not in w^ar ; whereujion the annoniicement was 
received AAUtli a yell of indescribable expression. One of 
our horsemen foolishly fired a pistol while they danced 
round about our party, which added tenfold to the 
general excitement. Positive exhaustion alone obliged 
them to desist. Then came inquiries and explanations, 
Avhich resulted in their insisting on our taking up our 
quarters for the night at their encampment, sheAAdng 
that genuine hospitality to strangers Avhich does so mucl) 
honour to the Arab character. They Avould take no 
excuse, and, seizing the bridles of our horses, were about 
to drag us thither with good-humoured force. I Avas not, 
liOAvever, inclined to forego my visit to Tel Ede, and 
therefore entered into an amicable arrangement, by AAdiicb 
they agreed to conduct the mules and baggage to tlieir 
tents, while we rode forward to the mins. 

The great pile of Tel Ede much disapjioiiited my ex- 



poctatioiis. It is a Imge artificial mass of solid sand, 
ninety feet liigh, the circiunference of its base measuring 


TelBde. 

2500 feet. .Its fijrm is irregidar, and its largest diameter 
from north-west to south-east. Its highest point is at the 
north-west. Tlie south-west face is steep and inacces- 
sible ; while that on the opposite side is furrowed by deep 
rain-channels. The north-west side is much weathered, 
and exhibits a section of its compact sandy mass.’'' The 
effect of rain and wind is to cut large holes deeply into 
the surface. The long ridge-like ranges of small mounds 
at its dorth-east base are covered with the usual relics 
— such as fragments of bricks, pottery, and glass — but 
they are still unexamined by the spade, and await the 
investigation of some future adventurer. 

At first sight, I was almost induced to consider Tel Ede’ 
a continuation of a range of sand-hills which bear away 
from it towards the south-east ; but its' dimensions and 


* Mr Taylor excavated deeply into a sirnila;?, dokioa! mound, called Um- 
w^weis. A high wind arising during tho do&pfetely oaa#ed away its 
summit ; so light were the particles -- 
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compactness, as well as its evident connexion witli tokens 
of ancient remains at its base, do not confirm tliis suppo- 
sition. Moreover, I afterwards ascertained that similar 
conical mounds occur in various parts of Clialdosa, in- 
variably surrounded by, or connected vfitli, lesser mounds 
undoubtedly artificial. They appear to have been citadels 
or temples of the same period as the adjacent ruins ; but 
it is remarkable that they bear on their summits no trace 
of brickwork, and are merely cones of solid earth and 
sand. In two instances, I caused excavations to be made 
into similar but smaller conical mounds at Warka ; but 
from top to base they exhibited no change of character ; 
nor did they contain the slightest clue to their origin. 
Untd such be obtained, we must remain in ignorance on 
the subject. 

Having completed our casual survey, we regained the 
baggage and servants at the Arab camp, two miles dis- 
tant, where our tents were already pitched among the 
sand-hiUs. Our hosts belonged to the M^dfin Arabs — 
those of the lowest caste, who are employed by the supe- 
rior Arabs in tending bufe,loes and cattle, or in cultivat- 
ing maize on the edges of the inundations. Ignorant and 
despised, they live in the most primitive state of bar- 
barism, their only wants being those of absolute necessity. 
At times, when the Euphrates fails in its annual rise to 
overflow their lands, the destitution of the Mdddn is 
extreme, ^ and they are even reduced to the alternative of 
digging up roots to support a miserable state of poverty 
and hunger. Their ignorance is extreme ; and I could 
scarcely believe that very few among them had ever seen 
a mule, until their genuine surprise was evident at those 
which carried our baggage'! Sfik-esh-Sheioukh and 
Semilva are immense cities in their estimation ; Baghdad 
and Busrah are far beyond the limits of their peregrina- 
tions ; Stambfil and the Bultdri they have barely heard of. 
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Like liysenas or jackals, they congregate amid the hnrial- 
places, or pitch their tents npon the ruined cities of the 
past, without the slightest reverence for or knowledge of 
the people by whom those nionnments were raised. These 
mounds yield them utensils for their camp and frequently 
gold from a ransacked tomh, wliich is disposed of to 
wandering Jews for a few dates, valueless cotton fabrics, 
or rude ornaments for their women, llnlilee the Bedouins, 
little reliance can be placed upon their W’-ord, and they do 
not scruple to plunder, both openly and secretly, from 
their enemies and friends without distinction. , It is true, 
that during my subsequent stay among them nothing was 
positively taken from my tent ; but they could not resist 
the desire to pilfer whenever opportunity was afforded 
them. Cupidity is their weak point; for a trifle they 
will cringe like the most abject slave, and condescend to 
the meanest artifices to obtain what they crave. Fickle 
and almost unmanageable, few persons can conceive the 
difficulties to be encountered in undertaking excavations 
among them. It w^as only by employing parties from 
several tribes, and pitting one against the other, that I 
succeeded in carrying on researches in the region they 
occupy. Jealousy and ilL-will had great effect upon them. 
The J ebdr and other tribes employed in the excavations 
at Nineveh are comparatively civilized ; but the Mddan 
of Chaldsea are little superior to the buffaloes they tend, 
and are regarded as destitute of feeling by the superior 
class of Arabs, Yet they are not altogether without 
good qualities. Merry and gooddinmoured, they contrast 
advantageously with the neighbouring tribes of the 
Amir, and the sidlen Beni across the Shat-el-EAhr. 
Their hospitality knows no hounds, ^nd they wiH wilbngly 
share with the passing traveffer the little stores, they pos- 
whole 
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])arley, and before morning all the rice oi the encani]")- 
ment was consumed by our aninuils.'" 

The Mfid^n arc slightly built, but well-formed, strong, 
and active. Their skin, exposed to all temperatures, fivnn 
2-0° to 150 ° Fahr., is tanned to a deep swarthy hue, and 
seldoin, even in the coldest weather, covered with more 
than a single abba, made of goaFs hair. Keffiehs or 
head-dresses appear to be despised ; their hair, hanging 
in thick plaits, or more commonly in a state of nature, 
is so plentiful, that it alone affords sufficient pro- 
tection from the summer’s sun. Their eyes, wild but 
expressive, shine with a brightness seldom witnessed in 
our own humid climate ; while their teeth, from eating 
only vegetable food, can vie in whiteness with the purest 
ivory. Fire-arms are almost unknown among the Mdd^n ; 
..but no man leaves his tent without a favourite spear or 
bitumen-headed club, of which he is prepared to make 
good use whenever opportunity arises or necessity re- 
quires. Feuds are of continual occurrence, either with 
their neighbom’s or among themselves. The period of 
our visit, notwithstanding the warnings of the pasha and 
the Turkish authorities, was peculiarly favourable ; a 
peaceful calm prevailed after the raging storm which had 
just ceased with the change of governors. 

Throughout this journey, the only real annoyance 1 
experienced was from the Bashi B^zdks. Accustomed to 
plunder and abuse all who came in their way, they were 
vdth difficidty restrained from ill-treating their kind 
Arab hosts ; and it was only by constant entreaties and 
threats that they were compelled to desist. The Arabs 
frequently complained to me of their conduct ; and often, 
when I expressed a probability of my returning among 
theui, I was greeted with the remark,- “ Come, Beg, we 
shall be glad to receive you as a brother, but do 23 ot 
* See chaptei’ xiy. for further description of the MAddii Arabs. 
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bring tlie nlz-am (Boldiers) with you. AVe will guard you 
better than tliey!” I took their advice on my return 
among tliein, and did not, in this case, regret haying 
trusted to their word. 

As an instance of the security of a stranger in an Arab 
camp, a scene may 1)e related which took place at this 
locality. Guards had, as usual, been placed around oui’ 
tents, and every person had retired to rest, wlieii — by 
accident or design, whether by friend or foe it is impos- 
sil^le to say — a pistol was fired in the immediate neigh "• 
bourhood of my tent. The whole encampment was in- 
stantly roused, and a report spread that an enemy was 
in the neighbourhood. The war chant of our hosts was 
echoed on all sides from distant encampments ; the 
sounds, at first low and indistinct, gradually becoming 
louder and nearer, at length made us aware that large 
bodies of the M^dan were advancing to the rescue. The 
effect was startling and grand, as the dead silence of 
night was broken by an excitement of this iiatiue. Two 
or three hundred men were speedily gathered round our 
tents, and joined in the same wild chant, grunting, yell- 
ing, and dancing without cessation. At length it was 
discovered that an enemy did not exist, and each party 
slowly retired to its own encampment, but it was long 
before all became once more stiU. 

From our night’s resting-place, the outline of the 
lofty and imposing mounds of Warka was distinctly 
visible. The magnitude of the ruins determined me to 
send on the baggage a couple of hours further to another 
Arab camp, so that, if requisite, we might have the op- 
portunity of renewing acquaintance with them on the 
morrow. , . . j.^ . , : 

On again emerging from the low sandrhills upon the 
open plain, we crossed a plot of^gT'ouHd,: covered with a 
natural carpet of the richest grass, incited 
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by tbe few ligbt showers recently fallen, was being 
eagerly cropped by numerous herds of graceful gazelle, 
which left their browsing as the party approached, and 
bounded off in long lines to search for a quieter retreat. 
The scene before us was exciting. Even the staid Basin 
Bazdks were moved beyond their wont, and,' packing up 
their long chibdks, set spurs to their horses. Uttering 
wild cries, they vainly attempted to overtake the frighted 
herds, or played at jerid among themselves for their 
own and others' amusement, leaving deep tracks in the 
soft green sward. The scene, too, was doubly enjoyable 
by comparison with the sterile and glaring desert at the 
comnnencement of our journey : while the sight of Warka 
within a few miles' distance, and the discussion naturally 
raised by its proximity, created a measure of excitement 
and delight in my companion and myself which none but 
ardent antiquarians on new ground can fully appreciate. 

Three massive piles rose prominent before our view 
from an extensive and confused series of mounds, at once 
shewing the importance of the ruins which we — ^their 
first European visitors — ^now rapidly approached. The 
whole was surrounded by a lofty and strong line of 
earthen ramparts, concealing from view all but the 
principal objects. Beyond the walls were several conical 
mounds, resembling, in their general form, that of Tel 
Ede — one of which equalled in altitude the highest struc- 
ture within the circumscribed area. Each step t£at we 
took, after crossing the walls, convinced me that Warka 
was a much more important place than had been hitherto 
supposed, and that its vast mounds, abounding in objects 
of the highest interest, deserved a thorough exploration. 
I determined, therefore, on using every effort to make 
researches at Warka, which, of all the ruins in Chaldsea, 
is alone worthy to rank with those of Babylon and 
Nineveh. 
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All that could be effected at this "visit was to make a 
careful map of the place, and to take such general notes 
as might he hereafter useful. Its most remarkalffe featiue 
is the enormous accumulation of sepulchral remains of 
extraordinary character, which at once prove it to have 
been a vast necropolis, dating probably from times the 
most remote. the importance of Warka requires a 
separate chapter to describe its wonders, I shall defer 
that account for the present. 

On this occasion, Mr Churchih and myself spent nearly 
two days upon the ruins, and succeeded in obtaining 
several small articles and executing some drawings which 
indicated the great antiquity of the site. With these we 
once more resumed our journey, fearing lest, by a longer 
stay,- we might be too late to rejoin the Turkish troops 
according to arrangement at Silk-esh-Sheioukh. It was 
with no little regret, therefore, that we were compelled 
to leave a spot so replete with interest. 


CHAPTER XIL 


BecLjuius — Mubarek becomes useful — ^Iluiiis of Mugcyer — Cylinders — 
Ghedorlaomer '? — Belshazzar— -The Author and his Guides put to 
flight their Turldsh Escort — Busrah — Arrival in Persia. 

PTiom Warka we rode nine miles in a sontli-soiitli-east 
direction, over a desert frequently covered with inarsli, 
to a new kafa called Diiraji/''* on the banks of the 
Euphrates, near which our road passed over low rough 
ground, dead rushes, and old channels of the river — ^the 
evidences of former inundations. Here we encamped for 
the night, within sight of three remarkable piles of past 
greatness — ^Tel Ede, Warka, and Sinkara — the last of 
which I succeeded in visiting on subsequent occasions, 
and which will be described in due time. 

Our course from Ddraji followed along the left bank 
of the Euphrates to the marshes at the confluence of the 
Shat-el-Hie and Shat-el-K4hr with that river. At the 
parallel of Baghdad, the level of the Euj)lu‘ates is so 
much above that of the Tigris, that the water of the for- 
mer flows into the latter by a canal called the Segiawiyya. 
As the two rivers pursue their course southward, the 
Euphrates descends with more rapidity, and, at 31° north 
latitude, is for the first time joined by the water of the 
Tigris through the channel called the Shat-el-Hie, which 
l)ifiircates from the main stream at Kflt-el-’Amara. The 
Shat-el-PIie, in conjunction with the Shat-el-Kahr, forms 

* From the uumber of “ francoliii'" wbicli abouiul there. 
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an extensive niarsli, out of wliicli a single stream finds its 
way to the Enplirates. Just above tlie point of jimctioii 
a. kiifali ferry is maintained, ])y means of wliich wo 
(crossed to tlie western side, wliere we suddenly found 
ourselves among a number of Bedouin encampments of 
Aneiza and Dliefyr tribes, who, for the sake of the water 
and vegetation of the Euphrates, usually frequent its 
])anks at that season of the year. It was then that we 
experienced the benefit of Miil^arek’s escort. Several 
times strong parties of horsemen, attracted by the sight 
of a caravan, 'were in the act of swooping down upon our 
little party, when the vdld fellow, whose eye always first 
detected their, movements, urged his horse to full speed 
and rode forth to meet them. An embrace from each of 
the Arabs usually greeted our friend, a short conversation 
ensued, and they quietly retired in the direction from 
which they had come, while Mfibarek returned in 
triumph to aimounce the success of his interview. Witli 
his aid we passed unmolested over some cultivated lands 
belonging to a tribe of Agayl Arabs, opposite Im4m 
Sheiifeh, whose hospitality we sought for the night 
within sight of the great temple of Mdgeyer, At this 
point commences the line of date-groves wdiich extend 
in uninterrupted succession along both hanks of the ri ver 
to its emhouchure at the head of the Persian Gulf. A 
messenger from the sheikh of the Muntefik was here await- 
ing th« arrival of the Turkish troops and animals, which, 
notwithstanding our zigzag route and detention at Warka, 
liad not yet arrived at the rendezvous. 

The unexpected delay of the Turkish escort afforded 
me the much-coveted opportunity of turning aside to 
examine the Mfigcyer, of which Mr Baillie Eraser gives 
a shorl description in his volume on “ Mesopotamia and 
Assyria.”^' From the Agayl camp to the ruins was a 
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distance of nine miles, but at a point further to the south 
the Euphrates approaches within six miles. Durhig the 
high inundations of the river, however, Miigeyer is com- 
pletely surrounded by water, and is, like Warka, unap- 
proachable on any side except in boats. 

The ruins consist of a low series of mounds, of oval 
form, the largest diameter from north to south measuring 
rather more than half a mile. 

The name Mdgeyer is, however, peculiarly given to a 
remarkable building, seventy feet liigh, which stands 
near the north end of tlie mounds, and is the only 
example of a Babylonian temple remaining in good pre- 
servation, not wholly covered by rubbish. It is built 
of large bricks, and from their being “ cemented with 
bitumen ” originates the modern name of Mrigeyer."'''' It 
consists of two distinct but 

■ massive stories, having the 

which are the north-east and 
south-west. One angle points 
due, north, which feature, I 
raay rehiark, is observable 
in all edifices of true Chal- 
dsean origin. As each story 
rises, it gradually slopes in- 
wards at an angle oi nine 
degrees, for the purpose, 
doubtless, of bearing great 
superincumbent pressure, and 
to this fact may be attribu- 
ted the remarkably perfect 
condition of the whole remaining edifice. The lownr 
story is, moreover, supported by buttresses thirteen inches 

* Frequently, but incorrectly, called Unagheir. 


Plan of the Great Temple of Mtlgeyer, 




HUINS OF MlJOEYER. 


129 



deep, and, witL. the exception of those at the angles, 8 
feet wide. The longest sides — ^tlie north-east and south- 
west — measure 198 feet each; the others only 133 feet. 
The mim])er of buttresses on the south-west are nine, 
and on the north-west six. Those of the other sides 
are concealed in rubbish. Whether intentional or not, 
the above measurements and numbers are in the ratio 
of 3; 2. 

The basement or lower story is 27 feet in height, and 
exhibits but one entrance, 8 feet wide, on the north-east 
side, which leads from the base to the summit of the 
building. Between the stories is a gradual, stepped in- 
cline, about 7 feet in perpendicular height, which may, 
however, be accidental, and arise from the destruction of 
the upper part of the lower story. 

The upper story is 1 4 feet in height, surmounted by 
about 5 feet of brick rubbish. As far as I could ascer- 
tain, the sides of this story are without supporting but- 
tresses, measure respectively 119 by 75 feet, and recede 
several feet from the lower wall ; but the whole of the 
south-east side of the edifice is in ruins, so that it is 
impossible to say whether the length of the upper story 
exceeded 119 feet. It rather struck me, however, from 
the gradual incline from top to base, that a grand stair- 
case, of the same width as the upper story, occupied this 
side of the structure. 

Various p.iles of rubbish occur at different parts, and 
render it difficult to give detailed measurements. The 
Miigeyer appears to stand on a mound about 20 feet high. 
The exterior of the , whole edifice is faced, to the thickness 

* Mr Taylor remarks that “ the second story is dom up to the northern 
end of the first.” There are, however, 30 feet 'between the summit edge of 
the first and the base of the second.' Mr Tayldjf.wust int^d to' say that the 
second story is closer up to the edge of the flbat at it^‘ horth-west end 
than at its south-east, the respectivis |aea»ur€|sp#^'te beink^Qf'^^ 
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of 10 feet, with red kiln-baked bricks, but the whole 
mass of the interior is built of partially burnt, or sun-dried 
bricks. Those of the lower story are smaller tliau those 
in the upper, and are cemented Avith bitumen, wddle the 
latter are fixed Avith ordinary lime mortar. These differ- 
ences arise from the fact that the tAVo stories Avere not 
erected by the same monarch. The wh<de surface is 
pierced with oblong apertures resembling those at the 
P)irs Nimrud, Akker Kuf, EUTcimar, and numerous other 
Clialdseaii edifices. 

Subsequently to this visit, at the request of Sir Henry 
Kawdinson, excavations wore undertaken in 1854 for the 
British Museum at the Mrlgeyer by my friend Mr Taylor, 
her Majesty’s Yice-Consul at Busrah, AAdiile I Asms myself 
engaged at Warka for the Assyrian ExcaAUition Fund. 
I again took the opportunity of revisiting the site. Mr 
Taylor, Avith astonishing patience and perseverance, 
penetrated through the solid mass of brick-Avork to the 
very heart and base of the edifice without discovering any- 
thing to reAvard his labours, or to throw light on its con- 
struction or object ; until, in excavating at the south 
corner of the upper story, he found, at a depth of six 
feet beloAV the surface, a perfect inscribed cylinder, stand- 
ing on one extremity in a niche formed by the omission 
of one of the bricks in the layer. He afterwards sank 
shafts at the other corners, and secured a precisely similar 
record from each, all of Avhich are noAV deposited in the 
British Museum. This discovery at Milgeyer convinced 
him that the commemorative cylinders of the founders 
AA^ere always deposited at the corners of Babylonian edi- 
fices. With this knowledge before him, Sir Henry Raw- 
linson, in the following autumn, at once disinterred his 
beautiful cylinders of Nebuchadnezzar from the corners 

* See that gentleman’s Memoir on the result of his excavations, in the 
‘‘ J ournal of the lioyal Asiatic Society,” vol. xv., p. 2G0, 
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of one of tlie lower platforms at the Birs Niinrud, to the 
great ainazomeiit of his Arab workmen/''' 

From his examination of the numerous brick and 
c}dinder inscriptions obtained at Milgeyer, Sir Henry 
Eawlinson regards this as one of the earliest, if not the 
very earliest, of the sites colonized by tliat Ethiopic or 
Scythic invasion,' to which reference has already been 
made.t These records bear the names of a series of kings 
from Urukh, b.o. 2230, to Nabonidiis, b.c. 540. x4.mong 
others, is that of Kudur-mapiila or Chedorlaonier. Tlie 
tem]_)le was dedicated to Sin or “ the moon,"' which 
element wns preserved by the Greeks in the name 
Mesena, applied by them to the surrounding region ; 
and also in that of Camarina, derived from the Arabic 
word hamar^ “ the moon,” assigned by Eupolemus to 
either Mdgeyer or Warka. The most important identifi- 
cation, however, is that of Mfigeyer with the Biblical Ur 
of the Chaldees, which Sir Henry Eawlinson| supposes to 
be complete, from having read the name Har upon the 
cylinders. In support of this proposed identification, lie 
states that one particular parish of this place was called 
Ihra, from which he supposes Abraham to have set out 
on his journey to Canaan, and from whence originated 
the word Heh^eiu.^ This appellation is usually supposed 
to be derived from Heher, the alleged ancestor of Abraham, 
or from, a Hebrew verb which signifies to foss over, in 
consequence of the patriarch having crossed the Euphrates. 
This latter, hownver, cannot be the correct derivation, 

* See the “ A-thenaeum,” No, 1.421, for Jan. 20, 1856, p. 84. 

t At page 95. 

X This great authority has elsewhere frequently expressed his belief that 
Warka is Ur of the Chaldees, deriving his opinion, from the fe,ct that it was 
-known to the Talmudists and early Arabs as the birthplace .of Abraham, 
and that it is even named Ur by the early Arab Ueographeife. ^See,! "Jour- 
nal of the Boyal Asiatic Society,” voL xii., p.' 481 j, An- 


132 


BBLSHAZZAB. 


because, -wlietlier Abraham preTioiisly resided at Milgeyer 
or Warka, it would have been unneccssaiy to pass over 
the great river, if in his time it flowed, as some suppose, 
considerably eastward of those places and joined the 
Tigris, as before stated, at Kiit-el-Amara. The above 
proposed derivation of the word is therefore equally rea- 
sonable with one of the two usually adopted ; but at the 
same time, it must be confessed that the ordinary accep- 
tation of Hebrew as a patronymic from Heber is still 
more worthy of credit. 

The cylinder inscriptions of Mugeyer are invaluable 
documents in confiiming the authenticity and truth of 
Scripture. They not only inform us that Nabonidus, last 
king of Babylon, repahed the Great Temple of the Moon 
at Hdr, but they also explain who Belshazzar was, con- 
cerning whom the early Bible critics have in vain endea- 
voured to reconcile conflicting statements. In the Book 
of Daniel, he is alluded to as the king of the Chaldees 
when Babylon was taken by the united armicvS of the Medes 
and Persians. The account of Berosus does not, however, 
agree with that of Scripture. It states that ISTabonidus, 
after being utterly routed in the open plains by Cyrus, 
shut himself up in the city of Borsippa, bufc was soon 
obliged to surrender his person to the conqueror.t From 
Daniel, therefore, we are led to conclude that Belshazzar 
was the last Chaldsean monarch; while Nabqnidus is 
represented in the same capacity by Berosus. Hero- 
dotus only adds to the difficulty by calling Belshazzar 
and his father Labynetus — which name is certainly a cor- 
ruption of Habonidus. J 

Sir Henry Bawhnsonh reading of the Mflgeyer cylin- 
ders entirely reconciles these discrepances. The records 

* Daniel v. 30. f In Joseph. Oontr. Apion.,” i. 20. 

$ It is likewise stated in Josephus, Antiq., x. 11, 2, that Baltasar was 
called Kahoandel by the Babylonians. 
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distinctly state tliat Bel-shar-ezer (Belshazzar) ivas the 
eldest so'ri of Nahonidus, and that he was admitted to a 
share of the government. 

AYhen Cyrus took Nahonidiis, Belshazzar was regent or 
governor of Bal)ylon, and, to all intents and pimposes, 
king of the Chaldees. 

Amongst other discoveries made by Air Taylor at 
Mdgeycr was tliat of a house or oratory, in a small 
mound covered with clay and scoria, near the eastern 
angle of the great temple, erected on a mound or foun- 
dation of sun-dried bricks. Tlie ground plan of the 
edifice is that of a cross. The exterior was ornamented 
with perpendicular stepped recesses, thickly coated with 
bitumen. This coating may have arisen from the oozing 
out of that material between the bricks during the de- 
struction of the edifice by fire, of wliich there were evident 
symptoms. Many of the outer faces of the bricks were 
inscribed. A tliin coating of enamel or gypsum-plaster 
appears to have been laid over the surface, upon which 
the characters were stamped. These were remarkably 
fine ; but the material was too brittle to admit of their 
being well preserved, and chipped off with a touch from 
the finger-nail — a sufficient proof of the antiquity of the 
edifice in wliich these bricks occurred, because, in like 
manner, they could not have been extracted from any 
other place without damage to the inscriptions. 

This buildmg, too, has settled the important architec- 
tural question, whether the Babylonians were acquainted 
with the arch. Two regularly constructed semicircular 
arches, running through the entire thickness of the walls, 
are in admirable preservation — the bricks being wedge- 
shaped to form the voussoirs. ■ - f 

Mr Taylor also ascertained that the rest .of the * oval 
space occupied by the ruins was a cemeteij of the primi- 
tive ages ; his account of Bie, ;tcp:^^|,,;^apdjtheir contents 
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forms by far tbe most interesting portion of his memoir 
on the subject.* As I shall have occasion to refer to 
similar objects in the account of my own researches, it 
is unnecessary to allude to them further in this place, 
except to remark that they are all referable to the Baby- 
lonian epoch. , 

About two hundred yards from the north-east side of the 
great temple, Mr Oliurcliill discovered three large blocks 
of black giunite projecting from the ground. On clearing 
the earth from around them, some parts exhibited a fine 
polish, but they were too much broken to admit of their 
original form being distinginshed. They probably be- 
longed to an altar. One bore a fragment of inscription ; 
another had a plain upper surface, with a moulding, 
eight inches in depth rounded off at the angles, passing 
along the top of each side : two opposite surfaces bore in 
high relief an ornament resembling the capital letter A 
reversed, and supporting the moulding ; of the other 
two sides, one was plain and the other broken. Like the 
fragments of the statue at Hamm^m, they probably be- 
longed to the shrine of the deit^^ which stood upon the 
principal building. t From the summit of Mfigeyer are 
distinctly discernible the ruins of Abfi-Shehreyn, also sub- 
sequently examined by Mr Taylor. 

During the time we were exploring the ruins, the 
Turkish escort passed us at the distance of two or three 
miles. Some of the most intelligent officers, seeing the 
huge edifice on their flank, formed a small party and 
galloped towards it. Having reached within a mile of 
Mfigeyer, they were surprised to observe two or three 
human beings upon the summit apparently regarding the 

* Notes on tlie Ruins of Mtlgeyer,”in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, voi. v., p. 260. 

t Mr Churchill’s drawings, with copies of the inscriptions here discovered, 
were deposited in the British Museum. 
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inovemciits of the troops. Under tlie impression that 
tLe place was a deserted ruin, this unexpected apparition 
alarmed them. They halted, and watched for a few 
minutes. Two more figures were seen scramhling up 
from the opposite side, which served to confirm their 
fears. Eiding hack with all speed, they gave the alarm 
that a large body of Arabs were lying in ambush to 
attack the party. Preparations were therefore duly made 
for a stout resistance. The mules, servants, and baggage 
were placed in the centre, the troops arranged around 
them in square, the four guns pla{^ed at the corners so as 
to receive the enemy with a cross fire. Thus in a compact 
mass, they marched rapidly across the desert to Aijah, 
where we rejoined them, and then for the first time 
learned the commotion and alarm that we had unwit- 
tingly occasioned. It appeared that while I was engaged 
with Mr ChurchiU in taking measurements and notes on 
the ruins, some of our escort had climbed upon the sum- 
mit, and given rise to the idea that an ambush was pre- 
pared for the Turks. It was a subject of considerable 
merriment for the rest of the journey, that two English- 
men, one servant, half-a-dozen BasM Bazilks, and an Arab, 
had caused the retreat of a squadron of well-armed Turkish 
cavalry! 

From Arjah, we all travelled in company to Swaij, the 
usual residence of the Sheikh of the Muntefik — a distance 
of only a few miles — ^where we rested for the remainder 
of the day, and made arrangements for crossing the desert 
to Busrah. Swaij is within a mde of the Arab town of 
Siik-esh-Sheioukh ; but, as is well-known, an Arab chief 
infinitely prefers the freedom and security of the open 
country to the treachery of town walls. In accordance 
with this feeling, Fah^d, the then Sheikh of the powerful 
tribe of the Muntefik, pitched hi^peiut,,’tind,;held his royal 
sfate, like his , predecessor^* ittmediate 
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retainers were encamped around him, and thus he lived 
with his flocks and herds patriarchal as Abraham him- 
self. He behaved with prmcehke hospitality, supplying 
the whole of the caravan and troops with provisions, 
not only for that day, but for the three days’ journey 
before us. 

He exhibited his independence, however, by receiv- 
ing the Turkish oJEcers without rising, and scarcely 
deigning to speak to them — an indignity which they 
did not readily forget, and which, it is said, in common 
with other causes of complaint, shortly afterwards re- 
sulted in his being removed by order of the government. 
He also issued an order that no Turkish officer or soldier 
on horseback should enter the to^vn of Siik-esh-Sheioukh 
uj)on any pretext. 

It was my intention to have paid my respects to this 
King of the Arabs^ but he unfortunately retired to his 
h^rem sooner than usual, probably to shew his dignity, 
and also to rid himself of his Turkish guests, who did not 
fail to remind him of the suzerainty of the Porte, On 
sending my regrets at not having had the opportunity 
of waiting upon him, I received a gracious answer — a 
cup of hot bitter coffee — and a gracious visit from his 
secretary. 

At Siik-esh-Sheioukh the BasM B^zilk horsemen and 
our Dhefyr guides left us, carrying with them ample pre- 
sents for their services. Miib^rek, who on first quitting 
B^ghddd was rather in the way than otherwise, proved 
eventually not only useful as a guide but as a safeguard 
from the Bedouins. He soon became attached to our 
party, and sang as merrily as liis cousin M^yuf. On 
making him a present, I remarked that — as he had eaten 
the bread of the Firenghi, been saved from his enemies 
■.the Affej, and treated well during the journey — I 
hoped he would not forget these circumstances, but 
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return good for good, by looking after tbe safety of any 
unfortnnate Eiu’opean wko might happen to fall into the 
clutches of his tribe. Drawing himself up to his full 
height, he replied : — “ 0 Beg ! the Dhefyris have heard in 
their deserts that the Englizi speaks the truth, but they 
have never met with such a wonder. I shall tell them, 
inshallali ! on my return, what I did not before credit, 
that the EnglM never lies — ^his word is as straight as my 
spear ! For the kindness you have shewn me, the Dliefyr 
will prove his gratitude when a Firenghi crosses liis path t 
For your sake he shall be my brother ! The last 1 heard 
of the wild fellow was, that, with ,the present received, 
he had purchased a swift-footed deM, and set out to re- 
join his tribe on a plundering expedition. 

Between Sdk-esh-Sheioukh and Busrah is a distance of 
about seventy miles across an undulating tract of gi*avel 
and gypsum. A few wells alone supply small parties 
with l3ad brackish water, but these were totally insufficient 
for so many men and horses as composed our caravan ; 
it was, therefore, necessary to strike a more easterly 
course towards the marshes of the Euphrates. After 
suffering thirty-two hours" thirst under a hot sun, 
our poor animals were completely exhausted, and could 
with difficulty be prevented from over-filling themselves, 
when they reached the inundation. Three troop-horses 
died in the course of the night from the effect of drink- 
ing to :ifepletion. 

I need not detain my readers with an account of the 
remainder of the journey. We reached Zobeir in safety, 
crossed the great inundation which threatens shortly to 
overwhelm the declining city of Busrah, passed tlnnugli 
its mouldering walls and pestilential atmosphere, .'ind 
floated down its narrow inleh shrouded in gi-oves of 
pomegranates, dates, and acacias the noble Shat-el- 
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Fleets of merciiant vessels a few years ago used to anchor 
in the deep channel of this magnificent river ; hut, owing 
to the neglect and ignorance of the Turkish authorities, 
commerce is now at a stand-still, and the only vessels, 
which annually enter the commodious port, are two 
belonging to Enghsh merchants resident at Baghdad, and 
occasionally a frigate of the East India Company’s scpiad- 
ron in the Persian Gulf. 

From the eastern bank of the Shat-el-Aiib, a six hours^ 
ride across the desert brought us to the camp of the fron- 
tier commissioners, outside the extensive date-groves of 
Mohammerah in Persia. 
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Plans and Preparations for Excavating in Wakka — Tlie Party — ^Arrival 
at Suk-esli-Slieionkli — Fahad, tSheikh of tlic Muntefik — Eeceptioii 
Tent — Falcons- — Tlie Letter and Escort. 


As soon as C'olonel Williams was made acquainted witli 
the results of this journey, and had examined the relics, 
plans, and drawings brought from Warka, he readily 
listened to my suggestions that excavations should be 
conducted on a small scale at those ruins. To his libe- 
rality and patronage of science are due the first-fniits 
of Chaldosan exploration. Supplying the necessary funds 
for the purpose, he directed me, after a few days’ rest, 
to return to Warka, with instructions more especially to 
procure specimens of the remarkable cof&ns of the loca- 
lity, and such objects as might be easily packed for trans- 
mission to the British Museum. 

I hastened to Busrah, purchased implements, and laid 
in a little store of trifling articles — such as keffiehs, 
dresses, tobacco, pipes, needles, dates, &c., which I might 
give to •the Arabs as presents, or barter for small anti- 
quities in their possession. 

On setting out from Busrah, my Jjarty consisted of 
nine. Enst, my servant Ovannes, a shrewd Armenian 
Christian, who spoke seven of -the native languages with 
fluency, and who served me faithfully during tlie con- 
tinuance of the frontier commission ; h^hadipti^l^^^'iisly 
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one of tlie most thoughtful, useful fellows I met with 
during nearly six years^ experience in the East. There 
were, besides, a cawas, a groom, a tent-pitcher who also 
acted as cook, three muleteers, and two guides, witli 
fifteen horses and mules. The dislike exhibited by the 
Arabs to the Turkish troops told me that I sliould be 
safer and more welcome alone. I therefore declined to 
apply for letters from the Pasha of Busrah, and set out 
without so much as either asking or requiring his aid or 
protection. 

After a tedious and uninteresting journey of little more 
tiian three days, without adventure worth recording, we 
once more arrived at Suk-esh-Sheioukh. The c^was was 
sent forward with a message to the Sheikh of the Munte- 
fik at Swaij, that one of the English officers, who had 
passed through a few days previously with the Turkish 
troops, desired an interview with him. On my arrival, I 
learned that Fahdd was in his h4rem, and about to per- 
form his devotions, it being just mid-day ; but he sent me a 
pohte invitation into his reception-tent, whibli ^tood upon 
the open desert, accessible to the whcfie tfiW' It was a 
large white canvas tent supported on ’two poles, with a 
lining of pink calico and double roof, the lower of which 
served as a kind of canopy, and was edged with what b ad 
been gold fringe, but which had now assumed every colour 
of tbe rainbow. This tent was a recent present from the 
new pasha, when friendship was re-establi,hed between 
the noble house of Muiitefik and the government of 
B%hdad on the accession of Abdi Pasha to power. The 
sides of the tent were spread with narrow carpets, and, 
at the upper end, the seat of honour was indicated by a 
large cushion of striped silk backed with two piUows of 
blue plush. Upon these I took up my position, and 
endeavoured to amuse myself until the sheikh had con- 
cluded his prayers^ . . r ' , 
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An ngly black slave seems usually cboseu to perform 
tlie office of to a great skeikli, as tliougfi liis 

colour were peculiarly fitted for presiding over cinders 
and cooking utensils. This worthy soon made bis ap- 
pearance, and forthwith proceeded with his important 
functions, surrounded by his family of coffeepots close 
outside the tent. Attracted by the sight of these 
preliminaries, and knowing from them that some 
guest had arrived to the tribe, the elders and warriors 
began to collect, sit down in the tent, and stare with 
untired gaze at the strangely accoutred traveller. After 
an interval of half-an-hour the sheikh was announced, 
and all rose to receive him while yet distant some hun- 
dred paces from the tent. Two or three of the assembly 
tried by repeated gestm'es to induce me to follow their 
example, but, as dignity would have been compromised 
by a too hasty show of obedience, I retained my seat, to 
their utmost consternation, until Fahdd was close at hand. 
Although his harem was not 500 yards from the recep- 
tion-tpnt, he rode a magnificent black mare, hung round 
with red tassels and Arab paraphernalia, and was 
attended by about fifty of his immediate followers. In 
approaching, he saluted the crowd, and was received by 
each man present with his hand on his heart, but a proud 
inclination of his body, as much as to imply, “ We reve- 
rence jou as- the head of our tribe ; but you are, never- 
theless, only a man like ourselves.” While he dismounted 
and advanced towards me, an opportunity was afforded 
of observing his appearance. 

Sheikh Fahdd (the tiger) was a taU, stoutj handsome 
man, forty-five or fifty years of age, with regular featuros, 
and the slightly aquiline nose so peculiar to the liigii-class 
Arab. His forehead was lofty and exj^ansive, full of 
thought and energy. The expte^if^" black eyes, as they 
glanced from one to another of the ' party, beamed with 
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kindness and good linmour ; but it was not difficult to 
conceive tbem assuming a very different aspect on other 
occasions. Conscious of liis importance, high birtli, 
and dignity, he bestowed his sffiaams with the grace and 
pride of a monarch saluting his abject slaves, rather than 
as the head of a little republic where fraternity, liberty, 
and equality prevailed. Yet the Muntefik were proud of 
their sheikh. He was just such a man as a powerful and 
warlike race desire for tlieir chief. He was brave in 
battle, sage in council, hospitable and generous ; but un- 
bearable in his demeanour towards the Turks, whom he 
treated with the utmost contempt and disdain. Although 
he had recently sworn fealty to the pasha at Baghdad in 
humbled pride, he now assumed the state and dignity of 
an independent prince in his native wilds. It was the 
true x4.rab feeling which induced him to treat the Turkish 
officers with such rudeness on their late visit, mingled 
probably vnth a desire to gain more effectually the hearts 
of his tribe — to the sheikhship of which he had but recently 
succeeded by the death of his brother Bender. H§ wore 
the usual striped keffieh, and black abba embroidered on 
one shoulder with gold. 

He bade me welcome with the greatest affabihty as we 
seated omselves on the silken lah^f. A salaam to the 
assembly was the signal for all to be seated. Coffee 
and pipes were duly handed to the principal parties, and 
the conference then commenced. My object in visiting 
him was to secure Ms protection while in his territories. 
Knowing that Arabs care nothing for the antiquities of 
their deserts, provided they are not golden treasures, I 
concluded that it was best to be frank and open with him. 

He was evidently in good humour — a white day on his 
calendar — so, in oriental style, I endeavoured to gain his 
good opinion with a few pointed compliments. I thanked 
him for his attention and hospitality on my former visit, 
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and regretted not having had the opportunity of person- 
ally expressing my obligations on that occasion ; adding, 
that a favour shewn to me was, in fact, an exhibition of 
friendship and esteem towards the Sultan of my country. 
Tliis little speech had the desired eifect. He was thence- 
forward, in Eastern phrase, “ my friend, my servant, my 
— anything I pleased ! What coidd he do for me V’ On 
expressing my desire to visit Warka, and that he would 
send some of his j^eople to accompany and protect me, he 
instantly replied : — “ I am your slave. Some Arabs are 
dogs, but the tribes of the Muntefik are my servants. 
You and your property are as safe with them, as in the 
shelter of my own tent.” He immediately called two of 
his nobles by name, who stepped forward, made their 
sAlaams, and received his orders to bring their mares to, 
the tent. During their absence, the following conversa- 
tion ensued : — “ Do many Europeans pass through Siik- 
esh-Sheioukh — ‘"No! wdiat should induce them to 
come so far from their own homes in Eirengist^n V’ — 
“ The Arab loves the shade of his own tent, and the 
Firenglu is equally attached to the land of his birth, but 
the latter travels into far distant countries, to see the 
world, gain instruction, and impart it to his friends on 
his return. Some travel on business — others for pleasure. 
Many, like myself, are partial to visiting old ruins, like 
BAbel, Niffar, and Warka. The Arabs think us mad for 
our pains 1” — “ Perhaps so. What is the use of your see- 
ing them “ They afford us manyrehes — such as writing . 
on bricks — ^which throw hght on the past not otherwise 
obtainable. Prom them we learn that our forefathers 
were yoitrs also 1” He seemed to doubt this fact, fox how 
could a GhyAwr be related to a good Mussulman 1 - At this 
stage of the conversation, one of the bystanders stepped 
forward, and said that I had. alreadyi. been, to: Warka, and 
got some small antiques which,- 
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mishallali! tlie Firenghi paid nine herdns, wlien tliey 
were not worth a pice. By Allah ! what I say is true 
FahM appeared pleased that I had spent money among 
his people; hut his informant, after true Arab fashion, 
had magnified the amount ninefold 1 The sheikh, how- 
ever, understood the object of this information, and said, 
laughingly ; — “ You had better go with the Beg, and sec ^ 

if you can’t find something worthy of his acceptance, for 
which he will pay you at the same rate.” 

The secretary was sent for, and ordered to write a 
letter to Sheikh Bebbl, at instructing him to re- - - 

ceive me safely across the Euphrates, and to attend me to 
Warka, Sinkara (which place had not been mentioned), 
and any ruin I desired to visit within the limits of his 
jurisdiction. When I might be pleased to return, he was i 

to see me again safely conveyed across the Euphrates. 

During all this time the Arabs continued to arrive, 
until there were about two hundred within the tent. I 

Each man on entering advanced into the centre, made | 

his Balaam to the sheikh, and then retired to take his ? 

place, either among the free Arabs who sat on tho nn-rrow 
carpets, or among the servants and sla-ws who Stood 
behind. A large semicircular space was thus left in 
front of the chief. It was highly amusing to watch 
the free Arab, marching straight to a spot where it ap- 
peared impossible for him to wedge himself into the 
crowded row. The occupants, however, invariably arose, 
and in an instant the wedge was inserted and seen squat- 
ting upon the carpet. The decorum of the whole assembly, 
and the implicit obedience and respect paid to the chief, 
struck me particularly. If such were not mere outward 
shew, and faith were really to he placed in his followers, 
the Sheikh of the Muntefik is no mean personage, and is 
not to be despised by the Turkish or any other govern- 
ment. Better to have him a friend than a foe. It is 
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ay^;c^tod that in a few lioiu-s he is able to raise a body of 
50,000 well-armed men. 

Fahad was an ardent sportsman, and kept his leash of 
falcons. As a ^^ortion of Ids state, the beautiful birds were 
placed in the centre of the area; while the falconer, in 
liis crimson dress and plaited locks, shewed off the docility 
and grace of his ]')et birds, amid the frerpient idaudits of 
the sheikli and the assembled Muntefijis. 

At length the secretary finished the letter, and the seal 
of the sheikh was duly affixed thereto. The two guides, 
having brought their black mares to the tent, were then 
called in, and received the letter in charge with the iii- 
jimctioii : — “ A'on see this Beg sitting by my side ; attend 
him wherever he pleases to go, let him. do what he wishes 
at Warka and Sinkara, and take care to bring him hack 
in safety to this tent." Then turning to me he said : — 
“All that you required is done.” Taking this as a hint, 
,T returned thanks, paid my sdlaam, and departed — the 
sheikh rising as much as, in his opinion, a strict Mussul- 
man consistently could do towards a Christian. I left 
the tent mucli pleased with my reception and the result 
of the interview. 
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Wintor-~Camel-f(3aIs — Tuweyha Tribc—Oicl Friends— Harassing La- 
Tjoiirs — Dissatisfaction — Bndda, the Grave-digger and Gold-finder — 
Arab Kindness — ^Warka in 1S54 — Difficulties — Scarcity of Food and 
Water — Patriarchal Life in Abraham’s Country — Misery and Rapa- 
city — Sand-storms. 

It was now winter in the Arab plains, and the thermo- 
meter stood below freezing-point as we advanced north- 
ward trom the sheikh’s encampment. On quitting the 
date-groves, clouds concealed the sun, and the wind 
blew so keen and cuttingly across the level desert, that 
it was necessary frequently to dismount and walk, that 
the blood might be kept in proper circulation. Al- 
though I had crossed the snows of the Alps and the 
Taurus, I never before experienced such an intensity of 
cold. I was almost paralyzed, not from, the lowness of 
the temperature, but from the passage of the wind over 
the soil impregnated with saltpetre ; we were as if in a 
spacious refrigerator. The Arabs, with their bare feet 
resting in large iron stirrups, were completely benumbed 
and useless, frequently falling from then* faithful mares, 
and requiring to be again lifted into their saddles. 
Wherever we passed an encampment, a wretched camels’- 
diing fire imparted a degree of warmth to the half-clad 
Arabs, which only caused them to feel the cold more 
acutely. They, sat shivering and grinning, their faces 
alone visible from beneath their rags, and bearing more 
resemblance to monkeys than living human beings. All 
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liad dreadful couglis, and their constant harking jarred 
liorribly on the ear. It is almost incredible that the Arab 
of the Tigris and Euphrates can endure such extremes of 
teinperature as there prevail — at one season scorched 
under a burning sun, at another almost frozen to death. 
The same coarse abl^a which shades him from the heat in 
summer is his only protection against the cold of winter ! 
We again crossed the Euphrates. 

The Sheildi of the Mimtefik was at this time about 
taking stock, and the l)anks of the river were covered with 
immense flocks of camels, sheep, and cattle. Many were 
the incpiiries made whether the bridge of boats was yet 
built which was to convey them across the great stream 
to Swaij. It was the foaling season, and the camel-herds 
were actively engaged in protecting the yomig. Numbers 
recently foaled, and unable yet to walk, were being care- 
fully carried in arms to the tents for protection from the 
killing wind. 

On the second day from Swaij, I alighted at the reed 
muthif of Sheikh Dehbi, at Duraji, whom I had seen on 
my previous visit. The Mddfin tribes above Sflk were 
governed by a deputy of Eah^d’s. For many years this 
honour — and profit — ^v^ere enjoyed alternately by two 
brothers, S^klnn and Debhi. The former was then in 
power, and Debhi was his heutenant. In authority the 
latter was a great tyrant, and debghted in inflicting 
severe punishments for small crimes. Many poor wretches 
were shewn me as instances of his cruelty — one had lost, 
his hand, another his foot, and a third was hamstrung 
and appeared on crutches dragging behind him tlio use- 
less limb ! 

Dehbi received the great sheikks letter with becoming 
respect, and did the honours of hospitality right nolily.- 
A few minutes sufficed to preJ)^bf5a ’Bouhti|dl" meal, of 
which I was not sorry to partake Toi* khe -ould and wind 
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had given me a ravenous ajipetite. A dirty reed basket 
was speedily laid on the gi-oimd, containing freshly-])aked 
flaps of bread, and the grilled shoulders of a young lamb, 
accompanied with a bowl of lebban, or soured milk. In 
true Arab style, I set to with fingers a,nd teetli — the 
native knife and fork — and enjoyed a delicious meal. 
My two Arab guards and Dcbbi himself seemed to do 
the same, for, between us, the eatable contents of the 
basket efiectually disappeared. The bones, however, were 
.destined to undergo another polishing, for, on removal 
from the bancpieting-hall, I saw them between the teeth 
of two or three Arabs seated near the entrance, while an 
expectant crowd stood round awaiting their turn. 

The nearest Arab encampment to the ruins of Warka, 
was that belonging to the Tuweyba tribe of the Beni 
H^cheym,'''" situated on the right bank of the Euphrates, 
at the distance of six miles. To this, therefore, it was 
arranged that I should proceed, and pitch my tent during 
my temporary stay. Dehbi, in conformity with the orders 
of his hege lord, mounted his mare and accompanied me. 
We travelled north-westward about ten miles, among a 
succession of ravines cut by the river during its seasons 
of flood, and ultimately arrived at our destination. 

I was soon recognised by the Arabs, who proved to be 
those I had previously made acquaintance with upon the 
ruins, and from whom I had purchased several antiques. 
Their bright eyes and smiles satisfied me that I was 
regarded as a welcome guest. The sheikh, Azayiz-es- 
Salem, was ill in bed, but his son-in-law, Hennayin, came 
out to greet me, and held the. bridle of my horse while I 

* Tlie names of the Beni Hdcheym tribes are — 

1. Thiialem 4. El-Eiio'wjer 7. Mtisb’dla 

2. El-brt.-,Hassdn 5. El-’Abbds 8. Jd’dber 

3. .Ez-Zaydd 6. EbHadjil 9. Tuweyba. 

The last-named tribe possesses about 100 tents, or 500 souls. Gouceming 
the other ti’ibes, I could, obtain no positive infonnation. 
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dismomited. One of Faliad’s men, as a superior being, 
addrovssed liini and the crowd, which unceremoniously 
seated itself in a circle around the new comers ; — Dogs 1 
this Beg is an officer of the SiiMn’s ; if any harm happens 
to him, or if the least article belonging to him is stolen, 
you and your wives shall be taken with your hands 
bound to Sheikh Fahad, and you will not soon forget the 
punishment you will receive " All bowed their heads, in 
iinphcit obedience to the great power, with exclamations 
of “Wallah!” Hearing the guides giving imperious 
orders, I feared the Arabs might imagine they were to 
supply everything in Oriental style — ^gratis, and therefore 
called the sheiklf s representative aside, to tell him that 
it was my wish to pay for all articles, at a reasonable 
price, and even a little above actual value. If, how^ever, 
he attempted to be exorbitant in his demands, I threat- 
ened to leave the settlement of his account to the Sheikh 
of the Muntefik. Hennayin seemed to be deliglited, but 
in a short time, Arab-like, asked six shamies (9s.) a-day 
for each workman, the ordinary wage being a twelfth 
part of that sum — to which he at length decreased his 
demand. 

On the following morning I started with a pa3?ty of 
excavators for the ruins, and continued my labours for 
three weeks. My wmrk was harassing in the extreme. 
At sunrise I set out with the Arabs for the mounds, a 
distance of six miles, and never left them during the 
whole day. The soil was so light that, in walking from 
trench to trench, my feet were buried at each step. The 
Arabs required constant direction and watching. . It was 
usually long after sunset ere we returned toqmamp, 
stumhhng every instant over the brokpn grotind. A few 
minutes sufficed for me to swallow the fbqd, my cook had 
prepared, when, almost tired to obliged to 

lay down plans from my roiigh note^4:tm journal. 
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and pack tke objects procured in tbe course of tlie day. 
On many occasions, it was two o’clock in tlie mo3-uing 
before I retired to rest, perfectly benumbed from tlie in- 
tensity of the cold, 'wliicb even the double walls of iiiy 
little tent could not exclude. 

Debbi on the second day begged permission to return to 
Bhraji, pretending that he had received a pressing mes- 
sage from his brother Sa’diin. He left behind Iiim a, 
servant to look after my safety, kissed the hands of 
Fahad’s people, and prayed them, by all that was holy 
and sacred, to take the greate.st care of my precious 
person and goods, “ for,” said he, “ should an}i;hiug hap- 
pen to him, woe lietide me !” Two days later, the Mim- 
tefik guides themselves also asked permission to return 
home, because Fahad and aU his people were al)Out to set 
out in a few days, for the j)astures beyond Miigeyer with 
all their flocks and herds, and they naturally desired to 
accompany them. I was not sorry to lose these gentry, 
for they evidently roughirode the poor Tuweyba tribe, 
treating them like dogs ” as they ha^ styled them. 

FTo sooner, however, were my protectors gone than my 
troubles began. The fickle character of the M4dki re- 
quired fresh excitement ; many of them were soon tired 
of their new employment ; they desired another scene. 
A portion of the tribe had akeady departed to commence 
their cultivation on the flooded banks of the Shat-el- 
Ix^hr, which had now for the first time overflowed for 
several years ; the rest were all anxiety to follow. Daily 
they became more importunate, but w^ere still detained 
by the sheikh’s son-in-law, Hennayin, whom I had gained 
over to second aU my plans, it being no part of my 
intention to quit Warka until' the objects of my journey 
were secured. Hennayin, at my instigation, sounded the 
feelings of the Arabs, and found that more than half their 
number was willing to remain and work. The remainder, 


Jieaded l)y die f?lieik]i’s brotlier, insisted on going and 
taldiig all the tribe witli him, although the poor sheikh 
himself was too ill to hear the fatigue of a journey, and 
wished to remain. 

At length the dissatisfied portion of the community 
contented themselves hj decamping during the night — 
not, however, before they had set fire to the brushwmod 
at the back of my tent wdth an evident desire to burn it 
down. Each following day shewed a decrease in the size 
of our little encampment, until at length SJieikli Azayiz 
sent me "word to say, that he would no longer be respon- 
sible for my safety, as his tribe was at feud with all around, 
and notliingwould delight his enemies more than to poxmce 
upon him in his present undefended state. He suggested 
that we should all decamp to Bhiiji, promising to remain 
with the workmen who adhered to my party. This ar- 
rangement was carried out, and, during the remainder of 
my stay, my tent was pitched under the walls of Sheikh 
Dehhfs k^la’a, nine miles from the ruins. 

Of the Arabs Avho remained with me there were some 
wiro had passed then lives in ransacking the ruins for 
gold, and wdio conseq^uently were acquainted with every 
hole and corner of the place. Among these was an old 
fellow, named Biidda, whose locks had growm gray during 
his avocation as a '"grave-digger.” Shrewd, active, and 
energetic, the head of eveiy piece of fun or mischief, 
wliethef in leading a chorus or in attacking the enemy, 
old Budda w^as regarded as the father of his tribe, and , 
had much more positive influence over his fellows than 
either Azayiz or Hennayin. Whenever a quarre] took 
place, Budda was appealed to as judge : whenever an 
opinion was required, Budda was the .counsel erapifq'od : 
in facfc, Budda was the genius^ of the Tuweyba trilx', and 
at his death will doubtlesshe duhhq^|^3i ]^4m 1 ''He soon 
became as necessary to me Ijhe was to his- own people : 
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, grown long and sharp 

like those of a mole. His dress was a respectable white 
abba, which he wore round his waist, his head being 
wrapped in an ample keffieh, almost the only one in the 
tribe. 

Next in intelligence was his son Gunza with the squcalvy 
voice, a miserable, lanky fellow, having sharp hatchet fea- 
tures, and long jet-black locks, well greased and plaited 
by his newdy-married wife. He too wash general favour- 
ite ; and, next to his father’s, the falsetto voice of Gnnza 
was heard above all others in their wild yells and songs. 
He was a good workman, extremely docile, affectionate 
and obliging. His skin was as brown as his abba, wliicli 1 
never saw on his shoulders ; keffieh he scorned to ’wear. 
His fatheii had brought him up to he a professed coffin- 
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hrofiker, nnd it was incredible with wliat cnmiing and 
<‘.]evornesH lie set about bis work. He was a ];)ei.fect ferret, 
and might frequently 1)0 seen burro wing in a hole into^\hi(?li 
ifc seemed almost impossible that he could have crept. 

Then came bis cousin Siiweyd, a tall handsome fellow, 
who delighted in a short spear and a thick head of hair, 
which, being seldom combed, hung about his cars and 
neck ad lihitum. Suweyd was fond of cringing, and was 
frequently ill-tempered, but he was strong, and esteemed 
a good warrior as well as an active workman. 

With these three and Hennayiu, who ‘was deputed to 
use the influence and power of his father-in-law Sheikh 
Azayix, and who rendered me valuable assistance, I con- 
trived to guide the unwieldy spirits of the Tuweyba.. 
Notwithstanding their, wild looks and bad character, they 
exhibited many good traits. They could not understand 
my having any other object but that of searching for gold 
like themselves, and were disappointed at my not having 
found any. Soon after commencing excavations, Gunza 
one morning came to me with the following offer : — 
“ Beg ! you have now been with us several days, and spent 
much money to no purpose : let us choose a place where 
to dig, and, msiiallah 1 we shall soon find heaps of goldT’ 
It is needless to say that these heaps existed only in his 
good-natured imagination. 

In returning from the ruins at night I always made it 
a practice to ride along with the Arabs and enter into the 
spirit of their amusements. This, I believe, told strongly 
in my favour. Often, when a francolin sprang up before 
the party, and a well-aimed shot with a bitumen-headed 
club or stick brought down the game, the lucky sports- 
man would throw it on 'the ground before my horse and 
beg my acceptance of it. Occasionally one of my wild 
friends would rush into my holding ont a lien's 
egg; — “We receive presents, from you, Beg, daily, hut 
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lia-ve iiotliing to give in return worthy of your accep- 
tance. "What else but food have we to offer'? I 
possess is a hen ! See, she has just laid an egg ; pray, 
Beg, accept it.” Similar instances of a Icind disposition 
evinced themselves ; and I passed a pleasant time on the 
whole with this rude and primitive tribe. 

During the month spent at the camps of Azayiz and 
Deblh, my first collection of antiquities was sent from 
Warka to the British Museum, but my priiuapal dis- 
coveries were effected during a subsequent visit, when, 
accompanied by Mr Boutcher the artist, I passed the 
three first months of the year 1854 at the same locality, 
in charge of the expedition sent out under the auspices of 
the Assyrian Excavation Eimd. Few explorers can have 
more difficulties to experience than I had on that occa- 
sion. After having passed, with numerous adventures and 
mishaps from Mffar, through the intricate marshes of the 
Affej, the unknown swamps under the independent sway 
of the Amrr, and a three-days' waterless desert, I found 
that a little revolution had taken place around Warka 
during my absence. The Tuweyba tribe had been driven 
out of Mesopotamia across the Euphrates, Sheikh Debbi 
had fled with his people dfom K^la'a Duiiji, and there 
were no Arabs nearer the ruins than at the little village 
of El-Khithr on the Euphrates, nine miles distant, conse- 
quently too far off to -admit of my carrying on effective 
operations for any lengdh of time. To this place I was, 
however, driven, in order to make my preparations and 
collect a staff of workmen. The sheikh at El-Kliithr 
proved to be an ignorant cross-grained fellow, evincing 
no desire to aid me, and exorbitant in all his demands. 
It is true that he permitted some of his tribe to work in 
the ruins for a few days at high wages ; but there was no 
dependence to he placed in him, and he at last absolutely 
refused to supply me with workmen. 
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Hearing that mj Tiiweyba friends were encamped about 
a day's journey ofi’ I despatched a messenger to Azayiz, 
who spigedily made his appearance in company with old 
Budda. Loving were the greetings that passed between 
us, and many were the hugs which Azayiz bestowed on 
me. Budda, however, as an inferior, contented himself 
with imprinting two respectful kisses on my left shoulder. 
Azayiz was willing to place his tribe at my disposal : but 
it was in fearfully bad odour with all around, more espe- 
cially with the Wadi, into whose hands the Warka terri- 
tory had now passed. On my promise to give him a 
written guarantee for his security, he brought over about 
thirty men, and pitched his tent near mine. Tliis num- 
ber not being, however, sufficient for my purpose, more 
were sent for. I like-wise. accepted an offer of labourers 
frotn Tdmar, Sheikh of El-' Abbas tribe, which was sta- 
tioned near the junction of the Semava and Hillali streams 
of the Euphrates. Finding that my force was increasing, 
the El-Khithr tribe rebelled against the authority of their 
sheikh, and voluntarily offered their services ; I selected 
as many men as \vere req^nired, and at once decided on a 
change of quarters. 

While these arrangements were in progress, a few Arabs 
were employed in digging wells midway between El- 
Khithr and the ruins, in the dry deep channel of an old 
offshoot from the Euphrates. The experiment succeeded, 
and a ‘supply of brackish water was obtained, sufficing 
for a time to satisfy our wants. The camp was then 
removed from the hank of the gi*eat river into the desert 
beside these wells, which was the nearest position to . the 
ruins affording water. Azayiz brought, his tent, hut -the 
workmen contented themselves with ‘ mde .- shelters of 
camel's thorn, fetched ffiomi thO' of t he Euphrates, ; 
and interposed between thetn^dy^ and the wind,' which 
at times blew most bitterly; ooliiy ' Enel was procured by 
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digging up decayed roots of tamarisk, wliicli were liei'o 
and there to be found under the sandy soil. "J’liis served 
to keep in their bodies some sparks of warmtii, 41s tJiey 
sat shivering over their watcli-fires at night. The water, 
however, at length became undrinkable — even the xVral)s 
refused to touch it. It was, therefore, necessary to pur- 
chase camels, ])y means of wliicli valuable animals sweet 
water from the Euphrates was daily convej’-ed, not only 
to the camp, but also to the working parties at the 
mounds.: 

Nothing could exceed the primitive mode of life wliich 
we led in this region of Abraham’s birthplace. In the 
patriarchal style, we were surrounded by our people — our 
flocks and herds, asses and camels, were daily driven 
to browse by the river side in the morning, and back to 
the camp at night. A few of the Arabs brought their 
wives with them, who baked flat loaves of barley- bread 
in their native ovens for the wants of the community. 
Little enough, it is true, had the poor Arabs : and we 
were frecpiently obliged to provide for them out of our 
scanty store when their own was exhausted. The extreme 
scarcity of food was, perhaps, our greatest difficulty. In 
consequence of the river havmg failed to overflow its 
natural banks for the four years since my former visit, 
the small plots of cultivation which formed the chief 
support of the Mad^n tribes had utterly failed, and 
reduced them to a state of the most abject destitution. 
They had little or nothing to support life beyond the 
roots dug out of the ground, or the' plunder obtainable 
from neighbouring tribes. A dearth of provisions every- 
where jorevailed along the banks of the Lower Eu- 
phrates, so that barley had risen fourfold beyond its 
usual price. On first commencing operations, the offal 
thrown out from our cook s tent was greedily seized and 
devoured by the poor, half-starved wretches, who, how- 
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ev(3iv fRi'ed better as the excavations progressed, and they 
received the reward of their daily labours. Plunger 
makes all men selfish, and in most cases alters all the 
])etter feelings of om nature. The Tuweyba tribe, which 
were previously in comparatively afiluenfc cii’cumstances, 
and had engaged my sympathies on account of their 
goodniatured hospitality, Avere now become perfect demons 
of avarice and rapacity. Pdiey insisted on being paid 
their wages eAmry night, so that, as there was much diffi- 
cidty in (jljtaiiiing coin, 1 was frequently obliged to reduce 
my' customary number of hands until a fresh supj)ly 
reached me. There was not sufficient small change to 
pay each man separately, so that a deputy was chosen for 
parties of four or five, and the wages were handed over 
to him in their presence. Then began a violent discus- 
sion about the due partition of the spoil. Each man 
tried to cheat the other, and argued his own case, at the 
full pitch of his voice, in rich, round Arab gutturals. 
The furious gesticulations that accompanied the dispute 
seemed frequently to threaten an open breach of the 
peace, luit only ended in talk and abuse. They would sit 
for hours OA^er their Avatch-fires, discussing the knotty 
question implicated in a black 'pice : and often, when it 
appeared to be settled, and the angry voices had subsided 
to their natural tone, the smothered flame would break 
out afresh with more impetuosity than before. Half the 
nightwas frequently spent in such debates, which invariably 
ended in some poor fellow being defrauded by his friend. 
The scenes which these quarrels gave rise to, under the 
light of the pale moon and the red glare of the tamarisk 
fire, Avere such as would have formed a fi no subject for the 
painter. Each man was the guardiaa ;;of his o\ni wealth, 
and dared not trust his little ^khii’of fiour to tbe care of 
his neighbour: whether iU' cam|)f;or‘dh;;the .inms, evei^ 
one carried his supply tied: up :ih Ihs ahha, 'which, when 
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measured out to be made into bread by tbe women, never 
passed out of its owner’s vision 1"" 

The groat difficulty was, as I have said, how to buy 
provisions, for, on account of the scarcity, not a single 
article could be obtained in the neighbourhood for love 
or money. It was therefore necessary to send for all our 
supplies to Silk-esh-’Sheioukh, a distance of sixty miles ; 
and, as the desert did not furnish a blade of grass, our 
animals, too, were obliged to be provided vdth barley and 
straw from the same place. 

In ordinary seasons, the inundation of the Euphrates 
extends to the very l^ase of the mounds, and renders 
approach imp(3ssible from the east except by boat. It is 
upon the newly-deposited soil left by the retiring waters, 
that the Arabs cultivate crops of maize for their next 
year’s subsistence ; it may therefore be well conceived 
that their condition was not enviable when their hus- 
bandry failed for several successive years, and they had 
no other means of support. 

Another difficulty considerably impeded excavations. 
It was my desire to have encamped amid the mounds 
themselves ; but this was impossible, in consequence of 
the frequency of sand-storms induced by the slightest 
breath of air. While aU around was in comparative 
stillness, Warka was enveloped in a dense cloud of impal- 
pable sand, which occurred at least twice or thrice a- week, 
and rendered our situation at times extremely disagree- 
able. The workmen were driven from the trenches, and 
tiiese were drifted up in the course of a few hours. So 
densely was the air impregnated with the flying atoms, 
that the Arabs themselves often lost their way in return- 
ing to camp. Yet, beyond a certain distance from the 
ruins, scarcely a breath of’ wind was perceptible, and the 
atmosphere remained clear and tranquil. 

* For a farther account of the character of the Mfiddn, see page 122. 
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The Land of Shinar ” — ^Warka, the Ancient “ Erccli ” — “ Ur of the 
Chaldees” — Scene of Desolation and Solitude — Enormous Extent 
of Paiiiis — The Biiwririyya — Reed-mat Structure. 


Of the primeval cities fomicled by Nimrod, the son of 
Cush, four are represented, in Genesis x. 10, as giving 
origin to the rest : — “ And the beginning of liis kingdom 
was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the 
land of Shinar.” 

The position of this land of Sliinar is a much disputed 
point, and grave discussion has arisen concerning its 
identification. Some writers, from similarity of name, 
contend that it refers to the modern district called Sinjar, 
in Mesopotamia, between Mosul on the Tigris, and Bir on 
the Euphrates ; but the coincidence goes no further, for 
Shinar is described in the Bible as “a plain,” whereas 
Sinjar is an undulating, rocky region, traversed by a range 
of loffcj^ limestone mountains. Under these circumstances, 
the supposed identity fails, and we are compelled to look 
elsewhere for the first settlements. 

Others, with more reason, point to a district much 
further to t^he south, where are the remains of innumer- 
able ancient cities, regarded by Jewish tradition as the 
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Shinar, and it is likewise still preserved in the important 
ruins of Sinkara. 

The site of Babel is, moreover, traditionally assigned to 
the same region, and the large ruins near Hillah on the 
Euphrates are generally supposed to represent it. If this 
be admitted, we ought uatui-ally to seek for the other 
three cities of the primitive kingdom in the adjacent 
region. Without, however, attempting to identify Accad 
or Calneh, which Avould be foreign to our purpose, let us 
see if there be any site which will correspond with tlie 
Ihblical Erech — ^the second city of Nimrod. 

About 120 miles south-east of Babylon, are some 
enormous piles of mounds, which, from their name and 
importance, appear at once to justify their claim to con- 
sideration. The name of Warka is derivable from Erech 
without unnecessary contortion. The original Hebrew 
word "‘Erk," or 'Ark,'" is transformed into “Warka," either 
by changing the aleph into vau, or by simply prefixing the 
vau for the sake of euphony, as is customary in the 
conversion of Hebrew names to Arabic. If hny depen- 
dence can be placed upon the derivation of modern from 
ancient names, this is more wbrthy of credence than most 
others of like nature. 

Some persons derive Warka from the Arabic root ’^V7r, 
“ a branch or vein/' from whence originates the modern 
name of the region — Ii4k-Ai4bi ; but it m.ust be remem- 
bered that the Arabic language is not to be depended 
on for the root of such an ancient name as Erecli. 
“ Country of arteries" would otherwise be a very appro- 
priate name for a region intersected with canals. 

Sir Henry Rawlinson states his belief that Warka is 
Erech, and in this he is supported by concurrent testimony. 
iUtliougli he has been unable to read its cuneiform name 
with precision, it is generally designated as “ the city," par 
Gxcellence. He therefore ascribes to W arka a very high 
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aijfcic|uity, and regards it as the mother-city from which 
all others sprang/'" It is not improbable that Herodotus re- 
fers to Warka when he speaks of Arderikka,t corresponding 
with the Chaldaean Ar'a de Erek, or I^and of Erecli. 

A trace of the same name appears to exist in Orchoe of 
/Vlexander’s time. We are told by Pliny| that the inha- 
bitants of that city diverted the waters of the Euplircites 
for tlie purpose of irrigating their lands ; and it is likewise 
mentioned l:)y Strabo § as a city which possessed an 
univ'ersity for the study of astronomy, from whence 
originated the ► sect of Chaldaean pliilosophers called 
Orchoeni, in contradistinction to those of Borsippa. The 
near correspondence of the two names, the discovery of 
very early cuneiform, as well as of Greek, records at 
Warka, the immensity of its ruins, and the sacred 
character attached to them, are certainly highly favour- 
able to the identity of Warka with the primitive Erech, 
and the Greek Orchoe. 

It has been elsewhere observed, 1| that previous to the 
discovery of the Mhgeyer cylinders. Sir Henry Eawlinson 
definitely concluded that Warka was, moreover, Ur of 
the Chaldees, from whence Abraham migrated into Syria. 
He remarks that a very ancient and valuable manuscript 
in his library determinately connects the ruins of Warka 
with Ur : — “ The traditionists report that Abraham was 
born at El Warka, in the district of Edh-Dhaw4bi,1F on 
the confines of Kaskar, and that his father afterwards 
moved to Nimrod’s capital, which is in the territory of 
Khtha. As-shdi, however, states that when the mother 
of Abraham found herself pregnant, Azer (the biblical 
Terah) feared lest the child should perish, so he went out . 

See page xvf. of the Twenty-ninth Annual Repoii- of tlie Ro^jal At.iatic 
Society, 1852 j and Proceedings of the RoJraJ Geogrr. Sooiety, toI. i, page 47. 

t J-Terodotns, i. 185. $ Pliuy, vii, ‘ ^ § Strabo, xvi. 73J). 

)| At page 131. ' 1 Dowib, |h..P6r«ia% “two rivera” 
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with her to a country between Kufa and AVasit, wliicli 
was called This tradition of Abraham's birth- 

place at Warka, however, originated not with tlic iVrabs, 
but with the Jews, and is therefore more deserving 
credence. 

AVithout desiring to claim for AAhirka more honour 
than the place is duly entitled to, may we not, although 
admitting the correctness of the reading Hiu" on the 
Mhgeyer cylinders, stOl, consistently with this ancient 
tradition, regard AVarka as Ur, on the supposition that 
this name is applied — not to a city — but. to a district of 
the Chaldees, which included both the ruined sites of 
AVarka and Mugeyer 'i In this light ‘‘ Ur of the Chaldees" 
is, I believe, regarded by some authorities on tliis subject. 

If Miigeyer be Ur, we have likewise the same root in the 
name Orchoe. I therefore agree with Mr Baillie Fraser, t 
in his remark that “ AVarka may possibly represent 
Orchoe of the Chaldseans, while the term Orchoe may be 
nothing more than a mere modification of the ancient 
Erech, and AVarka or Irka a more modern pronunciation 
of both” 

Having made these preliminary remarks on the^ still 
obscure origin and history of AVarka, I proceed to describe 
the present aspect of these very remarkable ruins. They 
stand in latitude about 31° 19"' N. and in longitude about 
45° 40^ E., and are distant four miles from the nearest 
point on the eastern bank of the Euphrates. Aufclevated 
tract of desert soil, ten miles in Ixreadth, is slightly 
luised above a series of inundations and marshes caused 
by the annual ovei’flowing of the Euphrates. Upon this 

* “Journal of Royal Asiatic Society,” voL xii.; p. 481 ; note. 

t “ Mesopotamia and Assyria,” p. 115. In several recent works, the names 
Mdgayah, El-Asayleh, or “the place of pebbles,” and Senkeroh are, on the 
authority of Colonel Cliesney, applied to the ruins of AYarka. The Ai’abs 
of the locality, however, do not know them by any such names ; and Sinkara 
is an independent ruin, 15 miles east-south-east ofWatha. 
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are situated not only Warka, but Siuka-ra, Tel Ede, and 
Hamniain — all unapproacliable, except from November 
to Marcli, during wliicli months the river assumes its 
lowest level, and occasionally admits of access. This belt 
of elevated soil extends from a few miles south of Warka, 
in a N.E. direction, to the meres of the Affej already men- 
tioned. Towards the south and east the land of Chaldcea 
is swallowed uj) in a chain of marshes, through which, at 
long intervals, an island or an ancient mound appears 
above the horizon of waters. This character of the dis- 
trict appears from historical evidence to have obtained 
from the earliest times, and is duly represented in the 
Nineveh sculptures during the period of Sennacherib. 
While the inimdatioii prevails, reeds and coarse grass 
skirt the border of the water, and a few stunted tamarisk 
bushes flourish for a time at a little higher level ; but 
with the retiring of the water vegetation rapidly dies, 
and in a few short weeks nothing but dried rushes and 
leafless twigs are to be seen on a parched sandy desert. 

The desolation and solitude of Warka are even more 
striking than the scene which is presented at Babylon 
itself. There is no life for miles around. No river 
glides ill grandeur at the base of its mounds ; no green 
date groves flourish near its ruins. The jackal and the 
liytena appear to shun the dull aspect of its tombs. The 
king of birds never hovers over the deserted waste. A 
blade of*grass or an insect finds no existence there. The 
shrivelled lichen alone, clinging to the weathered surface 
of the broken brick, seems to glory in' its, universal 
domioion upon those barren walls. Of all the desolare 
pictures which I have ever beheld, that of Warka incom- 
parably surpasses all. There are, it is tmo, lofty and 
imposing structures towering from the surroimding piles 
of earth, sand, and broken potte^ty, but all form or plan 
is lost in masses of fallen bri<^WdtfeAttd ittbbish. These 
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only serve to impress tlie mind more fully with the 
complete ruin and desertion which have overtaheii the 
city. Its ancient name even is lost to the modern tril)ew, 
and little is known with certainty of its past history. 
NineA’^eh, Babylon, and Susa luwe their peculiar traditions, 
but ancient "Warka and its sanctity are forgotten as though 
they had possessed no previous existence. 

Standing upon the summit of the principal edifice called 
the BuAVjinyya,'''' in the centre of the ruins, the beholder is 
struck Avith astonishment at the enormous accumulation 
of mounds and ancient relics at his feet. An irregular 
circle, nearly six miles in cncumference, is defined by the 
traces of an earthen rampart, in some places forty feet 
high. All extensive platform of undulating mounds, 
brown and scorched by the brnming sun, and cut up by 
innumerable channels and raAdiies, extends, in a general 
duection north and south, almost up to the Avail, and 
occupies- the greatest part of the enclosed area. As at 
Nifiar, a wide channel dmdes the platform into tAvo 
unequal parts, which vary in height from" twenty to 
fifty feet ; upon it are situated the principal edifices of 
Warka. On the western edge of the northern portion 
rise, in solemn grandeur, masses of bricks which have 
accumulated around the lower stories of two rectangular 
buildings and their various offices, supposed to be temples, 
or perhaps royal tombs. The bleached and lichen-covered 
aspect of the surface attests the long lapse of ag’ss AAdiich 
has passed since the enterprising hand of man reared 
them from above the surrounding level desert. Detacffied 
from the principal mass of platform are several irregularly- 
shaped loAV mounds between it and the walls, some of 
which are thicldy strewed with lumps of black scoria, as 
though buildings on their summits had been destroyed 
by fire. At the extreme north of the platform, close to 

* A on General Plan, 
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the wall, a conical moiind^'' rears its head from the siir- 
roniiding waste of mins — ^the barrow probably of some 
ancient Scyth. Warka, in the days of her greatness, was 
not, however, confined witliin the limit of her walls ; her 
snhiirbs may be traced l^y mined buddings, motinds, and 
pottery, fully three miles beyond the ramparts into the 
eastern desert. Due north, at the distance of two miles 
from the Buwariyya, is the dome-shaped pile of Nuifayji,t 
which rivals the central ruin itself in height, and stands 
the advanced guard of the city. Near it several smaller 
Ijarrows are strewed around without apparent order or 
design. On the north-east is another large mound, J re- 
sembling, but smaller than, NulFayji. 

Forlorn splendour and unbroken solitude reign undis- 
turbed on. the ruins. With the exceiDtion of the Tuweyba 
tribe, the Arabs shun a site which is held to be the abode 
of evil spirits, and none will dare to pass a night upon the 
doleful spot. 

The -^fiew of the surrounding horizon is not more cheer- 
ing than that of the desolate scene within the walls. 
During seasons of drought (for I have visited Warka at 
no other time), seldom is an Arab tent or herd of cattle 
discernible on any side. In the clear sky of morning or 
evening it is only possible to make out a few spots which 
mark the winding course of the Euphrates at the junction 
of the Hillah and Sem^va streams, El-Kliithr trees and 
Kalah J)uiiji — old settlements casually inhabited. 

Tel .Ede on the north-north-east, Sinkara on the east- 
south-east, and a few date-trees on the marshes of the 
Kahr, are all that the eye finds to dwell upon in the 
opposite direction. The intervening space is a dry, barren 
and dismal desert, void of water, vegetation, and inljabi- 
tants. The prophecy of the coming desolation of Babylon 
is equally applicable to Warka: — "It sliall never be 
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inhabited, neither shall it he dwelt in from generation to 
generation : neither shall the Aralhan pitch tent there : 
neither shall the shepherds make their fold there.'’ '''' her 
probably eighteen centuries, Warka has stood deserted and 
in ruins as she now appears. No wonder therefore, that 
her history is lost in the oblivion of the past ! 

The external walls of sun-dried brick enclosing the 
main portion of the ruins may be traced without much 
difticulty throughout their entire cii'cuit. They assume 
the form of an irregular circle five-aiid-a-half miles in 
circumference, with shghtly perceptible angles towards 
the cardinal points. 

They attain their highest elevation on the north-east 
side,t where they are between forty and fifty feet above 
the plain, bnt the great cpiantity of rubbish lying at their 
base proves that their original height Avas considerably 
more. The Avidth may have been perhaps tAventy feet. 

From this point they trend aAvay toAA^ards the sonth, 
gradually decreasing in height until they become level 
Avith the desert, exhibiting at intervals traces of the brick- 
work itself. For the most pait, however, they have long 
since lost all marks of their origin, and cannot be distin- 
guished from a simple earthen rampart. Many breaks 
occur along this portion of the walls, some of which Avere 
undoubtedly entrances. 

From south to west the course of the wall is only dis- 
cernible from the desert itself by the darker coloui* of the 
soil and the remains of semi-oval turrets, fifty feet apart. 
These were open toAvards the city, and possessed AAmlls 
from four to fiA^e-and-a-haH feet in thickness. 

ToAvards the north-west the Avail may he followed over 
seA^eral large mounds, covered Avith black slag and scoria, 
like the refuse of a glass factory. It is not iinjnohable 
tliat this Avas the site of the furnaces where the glazed 
* l.Sciiah xiii. 20. f Near the conical mound marked F on tlio Plan. 
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pottery hereafter alluded to was made. Pottery, vitrified 
and inscrihed hricks, scoria, and glass, are elsewhere found 
in abundance on the surfiice of the ruins. 

Of the three great edifices'"" which rise conspicuously 
from the surface of the ruins, that called Buwariyya is not 
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only the most central, hut the most lofty and ancient. 
At first sight it appears to be a cone, but further exa- 
mination proves it to be a tower, 200 feet square, built 
entirely of sun-dried bricks. On excavating at its base- 
ment there was discovered, on the centre of each side, a 
massive buttress of peculiar construction, erected for the 
purpose of supporting the main edifice. Unlike Mdgeyer 
and other Babylonian structures, the lower tower of the 
Buwariyya is without any external facing of kiln-baked 
brickwork, its place being, howe^pr, supphed by the 
above-mentioned buttresses. This, together with the pri- 
mitive manner in which the central portion is arranged, 
leads to the supposition that it is a very early struc- 
ture. Sir Henry Bawlinson confirms this conclusion, by 
reading the name of King Urukht upon the* bilck legends 

* A, B, and 0 on the Plan. • ' ' ' " ''If - 

t See inscriptions page 169. Iffigeyer and Niffar. 
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of tlie buttresses, wbich record the dedication of the odificcj 
to ‘‘ Sill/'" or the “ Moon,'' by that monarcli, ^\h^) is sup- 
posed to have, lived about 2230 B.o. The total heiglit of 
the Buwariyya is perhaj^s 100 feet above the desert plain, 
but only 27 feet of the internal brickworh emerges from a. 
mass of nd)bish, which slopes in a gradual descent from 
the summit and entirely covers up the Inittresses. The 
sides are deeply cut and furrowed by rain channels and 
ra^dnes. The sun-dried bricks are of various shapes and 
sizes, wliich is contrary to the custom in later edifices. 
They are rudely moulded of very incoherent earth, mixed 
with fragments of pottery and fresh-water shells, and 
vary in size from 7 to 9 inches long by 7 inches wide, 
and 3 or inches in thickness. 

The name “BuwMiyjm," in Arabic, signifies “reed mats,” 
which term is similarly applied to other nioimds in Meso- 
potamia, in the construction of which the reed matting is 
used as a new foundation for the successive layers of 
bricks. Eeeds are placed at intervals of 4 or 5 feet, and 
serve to protect the earthen mass from disintegration, by 
projecting beyond the external surface. Four or five 
rows of bricks are laid horizontally imder and upon each 
layer, and cemented in mud, but the remainder are placed 
lengthwise on edge, with their flat -surfabes and narrow 
edges facing outwards. The same olfiong apertures, which 
usually characterize edifices of this description, are ob- 
servable here. The summit of the existing ruin^is per- 
fectly flat, ^md measures 68 feet from north to south. At 
one point are traces of a brick superstructure, with inscrip- 
tions of Sin-shada, who lived about 1500 b.c., and the 
rubbish, mixed with bitumen, on the exterior, appears to 
have fallen from it. We therefore conclude that Sin- 
shada repaired or rebuilt the upper terrace of theBuwariyya 
which had been erected 800 years previously by his pre- 
decessor, Urukh, in the same manner as Nebuclaadnezzar, 
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iit cl later period, repaired tlie terraces of the Birs Nininid, 
(MDiistriicted 500 years before his time. 

The buttresses which have been referred to are 19 feet 
Jiigli, and each is divided into two equal parts, by an 
intervening space of 1 
foot 9 inches. Each 
portion is 2 feet 2 
inches thick, and pro- 
jects 7-J feet from the 
unbaked central mass, 
against wdiicli the two 
parts of the buttress 
are united by a strong- 
wall. The fiat bricks 
are cemented with 
thick layers of bitu- 
men, so firmly adhei’- 
ing together that they can with ■ difficulty be separated. 
Each brick is inscribed with eight lines of complicated 
monogreammic characters, peculiar to the earlier cunei- 
form inscriptions. 

The greater num- 
]jcr are stamped, 
but in some the 
inscriptions are 
written, and ex- 
hibit Ijie manner 
in which the 
stamped mono- 
grams are consti- 
tuted. 

I destroyed a 

great portion of a Insorlptioaol’Uwikli in ordinary ciino.'tiivr.,hai.iit>.is 

buttress, and d.ug a considerable distance into tlio western 
of the internal mass of brickwork, Jot the jauqjose 
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of discovering the dedicatory cylinders, wdiicli Mr Tay- 
lor s excavations at Mftgeyer proved to he deposited a,t 
the corners of Babylonian edifices. It is, however, 
balde that they had long previously been destroyed I.))' 
the fall of brickwork, and therefore niy search for these 
valued records was fruitless. 

The Buwariyya stands at the western angle of a largn 
enclosure, 350 feet long by 270 feet wide, which evidently 
extended around it, and reached to the south-east edge 
of the great xdatform. Distinct walls of vitrified bricks, 
bearing the name of Merodach-gina, 1 400 b.c., are trace- 
able in different places. 

Without extensive excavations it would be impossible 
to understand the original plan or disposition of the nu- 
merous walls which appear from under masses of unljaked 
brick. It is probable that they acted as supports, and 
served to prevent outward jiressure. 

The south-east portion of the enclosure is traversed by 
numerous ravines, which penetrate deeply into the mound, 
and expose several of these walls. Wherever trenches 
were opened at this locality they revealed the same un- 
iDaked mass intersected by rectangular walls cemented in 
bitumen. 
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By far the most interesting structure at Warka is that 
called ‘‘ Wuswas.”"' It is contained in a spacious walled 
quadrangle, the eastern corner of which is 840 feet from 
the Buw^ijya. Its north-western side is on the edge of 
the great platform. The enclosure is oldong, and includes 
an area of more than 7-^ acres ; the north-west and south- 
east sides respectively measure C50 feet and 500 feet. 
All the buildings at Warka point with one corner to the 
true north, and, this being likewise the case at Mugeyer, 
I presume that such arrangement obtained generally 
in Chaldsean architecture, perhaps for astronomical pur- 
poses. The walls of the enclosure are now reduced to 
long, high ridges of bricks and mortar. A large court on 
the level of the platform occupies the eastern corner, and 
is approached by an entrance through each of its external 
wails. A third gateway on the south-west led to a ter- 
race in front of the principal buildup. . . ' 

A second court, at a lower level, decuples a cmL-espond- 
ing position at the north angle, and likewise ^proaches 
the main structure, probably by a flight of steps. A large 



Duspicuoiis portaoii oi tliia 
re oil the south-west side, 
to the ruin. It is said to 
[ Wuswas, who, a few years 
outh--west side, and began 
to make an exca- 
vation, under the 
im^oression that he 

I -' ■' would find gold 
within. After pe- 
» netrating fifteen 
B, feet through solid 
& brick-work he dis- 
pi/ covered, a valu- 
able ring, but . one 
Iffi; . of the saints of 
W the Mohammedan 
m calendar appeared 
in a vision, and 
ff'! warned him tliat 
■M his act of^spolia- 
tion was sinfid, 

stdl persisted in 
his wicked pro- 
)uld not be his future lot. 
nwiding to part with the 
3d, disappeared, and it is to 
e had been torn to pieces 
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hy wild beasts, or whetlier the Mohammedan saint had 
tbrfcliwitli transported him to the seventh heaven. The 
superstitions Arabs have never since dared to enter the 
excavation, althoTigh they have no hesitation in ejecting 
the Ijones of the dead from the tenements where tliey 
iiave for ages reposed. Tlie excavation made ] )y Wnswas 
sliewed an act of patience and perseverance foreign to the 
xVrafj character, and exposed a thickness of vMling vdiicli 
is, at first sight, lilcely to lead to the erroneous conclusion 
that the great pile was A solid mass. This niiiiftis 2 46 
feet long hy 174 feet wide, and stands 80 feet above the 
plain. On three sides are terraces of different elevations, 
but the fourth or south-west presents a perpendicular 
fa§ade, at one place 23 feet in height. 

Like all Babylonian and Assyrian ruins, the Wuswas 
building is elevated on a lofty artificial platform 50 feet 
high, which has perhaps been added to that of the Buwa- 
riyya. The enormous amount of rubbish which encumbers 
its summit, sides, and base, gives some slight idea of the 
magnitude of the edifice, and excites unbounded surprise. 
It rises from 2 to 6 feet above the building, completely 
fills every chamber, measures from 20 to 30 feet from 
the base of the external walls, and extends down the 
slope of the mound — a truncated pyramid of broken 
bricks and mortar. 

At my second visit, on returning from Mohammerah, 
I remarked certain architectural peculiarities, wbich sub- 
sequently induced me to undertake excavations on the 
site of Wuswas’s -labours. Trenches were therefore di- 
rected against the fa§ade, where there appeared a proba- 
bility that an entrance might be effected into the interior. 
The immense accumulation of fallen brickwork rendered 
excavation a work of considerable danger, ana required 
the greatest care to prevent- fhe, workmen being hiuicd 
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like stays or slioriiig were 
y j unprocurable in tlie cle- 

>■'/ \ / serts ; we laboured in tlic 

/if]! [ f ^ j most primitive maimer. 

/if/ ® I ^ broken 

g ip-'/' I; ' .SI wall was, in tlie first j)! ace, 

K' fi ' summit j 

E3[ / ' ' \u a I ■ iuid tlio uniformity of its 
y I ':A m j - outline induced me to ex- 
it/ ''' 0 ^ "cavate at four different 

if- { llf'i m ' * localities, but it soon 

IjiJ » I I became evident that 

" ' i ’/!v l|i » ' I neither entrance nor 

' ' m jl J I I window ever existed on 

1 / ■ - |i'i I this side ; at the same 

IbT^ " I' 'wB S ^ I il- afforded the first 

%z\ I glimpse of Babylonian 

' 1^3 I architecture, exhibiting 

y/fll, 1 I peculiarities so remark- 

i original as to 

/ 'HI [ I pronounce at once its 

i|H|, / . I imdoubted antiquity. It 

i ' § furnishes a new page to 

j I I , thej annals : of architec- 

\ m ' fagade measures 

w P ' length, and, 

i f,p\ K j as before stated, in some 

It ~ /I ' i i places 23 feet in height. 

iA E ■. With this elevation, it^is 

i difficult to complete 

' i'i \ ™ ^ restoration of the entire 

^ I ijf' front to that height.. Al- 

y ' though the portions un- 

The right half ol the Plan is a horizontal socbion tlii'ough the columns — 
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covered possess no Ideality comparable with the artistic 
conceptions and productions of subsequent ages, a broad 
air of grandeur must have attended the immense size and 
lieight of the edifice. Such buildings as those at Warka 
must have been imposing in tlie extreme. 

At the base of the ruin a narrow terrace, 3^ feet wide, 
coated with a thin layer of white plaster, runs the entire 
length of the fagade. From tliis, in one unbroiceii per- 
pendicular line, witJiout a single moulding, rises the main 
wall, which is subdivided by slight recesses 12-J feet long. 
Nothing can l^e more plain, more rude, or, in fact, more 
unsightly than the decoration employed upon this front ; 
but it is this very aspect — this very ugliness, which 
vouches for the originality of the style. It has long been 
a question whether the column was employed by the 
Babylonians as an architectural embellishment. The 
Wuswas fagade settles this point beyond dispute. Upon 
the lower portion of the building are groups of seven 
half-columns repeated seven times — ^the rudest perhaps 
which were ever reared, but built of moulded semicircular 
bricks, and securely bonded to tlie wall. The entire 
absence of comice, capital, base, or diminution of shaft, 
so characteristic of other columnar architecture, and the 
peculiar and original disposition of each group in rows 
like palm logs, suggest the type from which they sprang. 
It is only to be compared with the style adopted by 
a])origiilal mhabitaiits of other countries, and was evi- 
dently derived from the construction of wooden edifices. 
The same arrangement of uniform reeds or shafts, placed, 
side by side, as at "Wuswas, occurs in many Egyptian 
structures, and in the generality 0 $ Mexican buildings 
before the Spanish invasion. It is that which is: likely to 

the other half a section through the recesses of thS upphr story, The only 
portion of the fagacle exposed before the excavations was around the hole 
dug by the negi'o, of which an engraving is given on page 172. 
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originate among a rude people ])efore tlie introduction of 
the arts. 

There is iiot a line in the facade to which foreign 
influence can he traced. In place of a plinth, a fillet of 
plaster, Ij- incli high, re-connects the line of wall broken 
by the successive groups of columns. In similar inaniKu* 
above them a horizontal hand passes flush with the wall. 
The otherwise nnuiotonous character of this portion of the 
front is in some measure varied hy the nearer arrange- 
ment of the two outward groups of columns. 

From the horizontal hand, immediately above the three 
central columns of each group, rises a stepped recess If 
foot deep, surmounted by a larger and a smaller crescent 
— a sacred emblem of Chaldaean worship. On either side 
of these recesses, over the first and seventh columns of 
each series, is a chasing, containing, in its upper half, a 
column similar to those before described. 

-The rest of the front at intervals is perpendicularly 
subdivided by , chasings 7 inches deep, extending unin- 
terruptedly from the terrace to the highest point of the 
-building now remaining. This chasing occurs in many 
other Ghaldsean ruins— -af the small oratory at Mhgeyer 
and on the great temple at Sinkara — and may be regarded 
as a chief characteristic of Babylonian architectural 
ornamentation. 

The whole front has been undoubtedly coated Avith 
white plaster from 2 to 4 inches thick, which stems to 
have suffered more from the fall of the upper portion of 
the building than from its anterior exposure to the 
Aveather. It exhibits no trace of colour. 

I have entered upon the above details, because we 
previously knew little or nothing regarding the external 
architecture of the Babylonians, or of the Assyrians. It 
is true that the lower story of the great temple at Miigeyer 
has stood exposed for centuries in good preservation, but 
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it is witliout tlie peculiar features above described. At 
tlie Birs Nimrud, too, so little of tbe edifice v^as fusible 
under the superincumbent pile of rubbish, and that little 
in such a deplorable state of ruin, that it is impossible to 
gain any light upon the subject. These were the only 
two Babylonian edifices wMch, previous to the discovery 
of Wuswas, exhibited any external features. Neither Mr 
Bayard’s excavations at ICoyunjuk and Niinrud, nor 
those of M. Botta at Khorsal}^d, furnished any idea as to 
the exteriors of the Assyrian palaces. Except at the 
grand entrance of Sargon’s palace at Khors4bad, and that 
of Sennacherib at Koyunjuk, guarded ])y their colossal 
bulls and attendant human figures, no portion of the 
outer walls of an Assyrian palace had ever, up to that 
time, been uncovered. For the first time, then, Wuswas 
advances some positive data by which to reconstruct the 
exterior of a Ninevite palace. It is not, however, extra- 
ordinary that this had previously escaped discovery. 
The walls of the palaces erected by the Assyrian kings 
were merely composed of unbaked bricks, which, in a 
more humid climate than that of ChaldEea, crumbled 
away when they ceased to be cared for, forming a com- 
pact mass with the earth and rubbish under which they 
were eventually buried. Khors^bM, however, appears 
to have escaped the destruction which befell the other 
palaces of Assyria, and to have continued in a remarkably 
perfect condition when explored by the French Govern- 
ment. To the perseverance of M. Victor Place, the late 
French Consul at Mosul, is due the credit of havhig first 
discovered and exposed the exterior of an undoubted 
Assyrian edifice. It is remarkable that not only was the 
discovery made about the time of my excavations at 
Wuswas, but also that the architectural peculiarities of 
the two edifices are so similar that no po^^le doubt can be 
thrown on their common origin. The whole exteriors of 
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the tower and Mrem of Sargon, at KhorsaMd, exhibit a 
modified representation of the Wuswas fa9ade ; the same 
rude columns, without capital or base, are ranged in sets 
of seven together, side by side ; and the same dentated 
recesses or chasings separate the groups, varied only by the 
insertion of a single column, or a cluster of three, between 
them. The wall at Khorsabdd unfortunately terminates 
before the columns have attained their full height; con- 
sequently, this portion of the Wuswas design with its 
crescents are not visible. Wuswas therefore still remains 
j the most perfect exterior of its class. 

I several times subsequently uncovered columns ar- 
ranged in like manner, with chasings at their sides, on the 
exterior of the south-east palace at Nimrud. 

At a later date. Sir Henry Eawlinson ascertained that 
the same system of half-column groups and chasings 
occurs on the lowest terrace or story of the Eirs Nimriid ; 
but the results of his discoveries at that locality are as yet 
only partially made public. 

That groups of columns and double recesses were the 
prevailing type of Assyrian and Babylonian external 
architecture there can be little doubt, and future excava- 
tions in those countries may develop the fact more fuUy.^^ 
This native style ceased with the introduction of Greek 
art and its chaste ornamentation during the occupation 
of the coimtry under the Seleucidse ; but a slight revival 
probably took place under the Sassanians. *We have 
several edifices of the latter period, such as the Tauki Eesra 
at Ctesiphon, and the Palace of Firuz^b^d in Southern 
Persia, which in all essential particulars so much resemble 
Wuswas as to prove that the Sassanians borrowed most 

* In several Koyunjuk scnlpttires, one of wtich. is engraved in Mr 
Layard’s “ Nineveh and Babylon,” p. 64'7, the double recesses or chasings 
are precisely delineated, and afford . further proof— if such be required — 
of their adaptation to the exterior of Assyrian edifices. 
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Plan of the Great Edifice at Wuswas. 


indicated faint outlines of rooms. immense 

* Fergusson’s “lUustratedi Hand^>0pk of p. 373. 


of their peculiarities from earlier native examples.’^’" In 
the two buildings mentioned, we have the same dull, 
heavy aspect, without break or window, and the same 
repetition of inelegant columns and narrow arches, which 
take the place of stepped recesses in the earlier edifices. 

Having said thus much on the external character of 
Wuswas, it is time to explore its interior. Here, however, 
I experienced much difficulty. It has been already 
stated that the enormous thickness of the south-west wall, 
and the accumulation of briclis, are likely to lead to the 
conclusion that the 
building is of solid 
construction. Sub- 
sequent excava- 
tions, however, 
proved that this 
is not the case 
but that a prin- 
cipal entrance,! 
with plain brick 
jambs, conducts 
into a large outer 
court, with cham- 
bers on either side. 

Beyond it is an- 
other h^l similar- 
ly arranged. My 
excavations were 
commenced on the 
summit, at the 
south - west side, 

where certain hollows and lineal elevations , of bricks 
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tMckaess of tlie walls compared with the size of the 
chambers, for a length of time defeated my purpose, and 
I was almost inclined to the belief that the great mass of 
building was a solid block of brickwork. Success, 
however, ultimately rewarded my labours, and I had 
the satisfaction of at least tracing the walls of nearly 
seven chambers, the general arrangement of which 
resembles, in a remarkable manner, that of the Assyrian 
palaces, as respects want of uniformity in size and shape, 
and the position of the doorway at the sides rather than 
the centres of the rooms. The largest chamber or hall 
measures fifty-seven feet by thirty feet ; and the smallest, t 
adjoining it, nine feet by thirty feet. A shaft was dug in 
the former, and the rubbish entirely cleared out of the 
latter to the depth of twenty-three feet and a half. The 
walls were rudely plastered, but did not exhibit any trace 
of colour. Portions of date-wood were found in the small 
chamber, and apertures for beams are traceable in the 
walls twelve feet from the brick pavement. These extend, 
however, only partially the length of the room, leaving a 
space by which hght may have passed to the lower 
apartment, or hy which a stair may have communicated 
between the upper and ground-floor rooms. The other 
chambers must have been in some measure lighted from 
above, but the precise mode is conjectural, since there is 
neither window nor door along the whole lengtji of the 
front hy which hght could have been admitted. J 

A of Plan. t Bof Plan. 

In the above description of the architectural peculiaritios of the 
‘Wns’was edifice, I have largely availed myself of the valuable and concise 
report which, at nay request Mr Boutcher prepared on the spot for the 
Committee of the Assyrian Excavation Fund. I take this opportunity of 
expressing my obligations to that gentleman for the great assistance he 
afforded me in my labours both in Cbaldsea and Assyria, and of directing 
attention to the very beautiful collection of drawings which he made dur- 
ing the continuance of the ej^edition. These drawings are now deposited 
in the British Museum, and in the collection of the Eoyal Asiatic Society, 
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The mhhisli, as I have before mentioned, completely 
filled eveiy chamber ; so that, having ascertained the 
non-existence of sculptures in two apartments, I did not 
deem it advisable to explore further. This extent of 
rubbish, taken in connexion with the great thickness 
and arrangement of the walls, gives some idea of the size 
and roof of the fallen superstructure. On reference to the 
plan, it win be observed that there is a great dispropor- 
tion in the relative thickness of the flank and front walls 
of the building, but, if we consider the wall of the fa 9 ade 
to be the side wall of the two large chambers, its thickness 
may be accounted for. On further examination we shall 
find the flanh walls of every chamber thicker or shghter 
in proportion to the width of the chamber, which is 
precisely what would be necessary, if, as I believe, each 
chamber w'ere covered with a brick arch. 

I am here induced to make a few remarks on the con- 
struction of the Assyrian palaces. In his admirably 
conceived restorations, Mr Fergusson* everywhere adopts 
the conclusion that, as the span between the walls was 
frequently too great to admit of the roof being supported 
by horizontal beams, the Assyrians had recourse to 
columns in preference to all other modes of budding. He 
supports his arguments by examples derived from India, 
Persia, and elsewhere, and his reasoning is clear and 
satisfactory, as far as it goes. It may be presumptuous 
in me to differ from one who has so intimately inYesti- 
gated this and simdar subjects, but it strikes me, from 
actual observation of these ruins, that Mr Fergussonh 
theory is founded in error. It is perfectly true fhat the 
Assyrians used the column, because the basesf are Stdl 
found — but always at doorways and not, wifhin the 

and will well repay the examination, of ■ 

Chald80an and Assyrian anldquitiea.*^';' ,■ , 

* " Nineveh and Persepojis 
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rooms ; — ^they have never yet been discovered in tbe latter 
position. When Mr Fergnsson arrived at this conclusion 
he -was not aware that the Assyrians really made use of 
the arch on a grand scale ; but this has since been fuUy 
proved at Khors^bM, where magnificent arches, of sun- 
dried brick, stiU rest on the massive backs of the colossal 
bulls which guard the great gateways leading into the 
city, and shew that, not only did the Assyrians under- 
stand the construction of an arch, but also its use as a 
decorative feature. 

However admirably an open chamber, supported on 
columns, might be suited to the lofty or cooler regions of 
Persia or India, where refreshing breezes at intervals 
relieve the heat of the day, they are not well adapted to 
the continuous sultriness of an Assyrian climate. The 
natives of Mosul, at the present day, do not use columns 
in preference to arches, and my belief is that customs 
have not much altered in that region since the days of 
Sennacherib. To exclude heat and rain, nothing can 
be better adapted than the lofty arch, as it is still there 
employed. The light is frequently admitted by small 
windows, immediately under the spring of the arch. A 
similar mode of lighting, I have no doubt, prevailed in 
the ancient palaces, than which a better system could not 
be adopted for the display of their wonderful bas-reliefs. 
These never look so weU as in a trench, with t^ie sub- 
dued light admitted through a small hole above. The 
great thiclmess of the walls in the Nineveh palaces is, I 
am convinced, due to the fact that the rooms were 
vaulted, as first suggested by M. E. Elandin.^''^ An 
arch, constructed of such mud bricks as those still 
standing at Ediors^bM, would in its fall cover up and 
preserve the sculptures uninjured, exactly as they are 
disclosed to us by the excavations. This, too, w^ill account 

* Bevue d«s Deux Mondes ” 
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for tlie great quantity of earth which fills all the chambers 
of the palaces."" This is precisely what has happened at 
Wuswas with the brickwork of the superstructure, and 
which I have little doubt was vaulted. 

The bricks used in the construction of this edifice mea- 
sure twelve and a half inches square by three inches thick. 
Each is marked on its under side with a deeply impressed 
triangular stamp or wedge, which may here be regarded 
as a sacred emblem, as it certainly p upon the altar in 
the National Library at Paris, and on many Babylonian 
cylinders. This stamp undoubtedly indicates the charac- 
ter of the edifice in which it so repeatedly occurs. 

In addition to this wedge-shaped stamp, a few bricks 
are likewise impressed with an oblong die, bearing thirteen 
lines of minute cuneiform characters, resembling those 
which occur on clay cylinders, but so extremely indistinct 
that it is quite impossible to cofy the legend. Sir Henry 
Rawhnson, on examining one of these, was inclined, 
from the apparent simplicity of a few characters, to regard 
them, not as Babylonian, but as Parthian, or even late 
Sassanian ; and he therefore pronoimced the building of 
Wuswas to belong to a post-Babylonian age. He argued, 
too, that there was nothing Babylonian in the character, 
design, or architecture of- the builduig, which would 
favour the idea of its greater antiquity. This was, 
however, pre-vdous to M. Place’s discoveries at Khors^b^d, 
and to Sir Henry Rawlinson’s own excavations at. the 

* The vaulted roofs of the houses and mosques at Mosul are, ho'W'ever, 
constructed of gypsum plaster and broken bricks, the terraces being covered 
with mud and earth. Such may have been the case in the palaces of 
ancient Hineveh, The numerous fragments of bricks and lumps of decom- 
posing gypsum in the soil above the sculptures, is strong presumptive 
evidence that this plan of constructing their rodfe was adopted by the 
Assyrians. , This explanation woxdd entirely' dp the.hecessity for 
columns, and the difficulty of erecting^ Vaiu|ted;i4^1^ otmud hnehs over 
rooms tlvirty-ihree feet wide, which raised to the sys- 
tem of arched roofing at j 
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Bii's Nimriid — at botli wliicli places, as I have elsewhere 
mentioned, precisely the same architectural features were 
met with in edifices of undoubted Assyrian and Baby- 
lonian origin. Admitting the possibility that the Sassanians 
ado] 3 ted in full the style of the Babylonians, it is extremely 
improbable that it should have remained wholly unin- 
fluenced by the introduction of a more classic taste during 
the Greek occupation of Mesopotamia ; and that a style 
so rude and unsightly should have endured unchanged 
even during the dominion of the Persians, wdio, long pre- 
vious to the Parthians and Sassanians, were far advanced 
in art. Such, we know, was not the case ; and, although 
they may have retained the elements of the Babylonian 
style, all the Sassanian edifices with which we are 
acc[uaintecl exhibit a decided advance in art, and an 
adaptation of the more elegant designs of the West. 

I cannot therefore conf@rm to the opinion that the Wus- 
was temple is either a Parthian or a Sassanian structure. 
Although it has hitherto yielded no records to decide 
the point satisfactorily, I would fain believe that such 
win ultimately be recovered to prove its undoubted 
Babylonian origin. It is impossible at present to assign 
to it other than an approximate date. From the discovery 
of a few fragments of bricks, bearing the name of Sin- 
Shada — ^probably derived from the upper story of the 
Buw^riyya, and built into the entrance jamb — it cannot be 
older than 1500 b.c. (the probability is that it is much 
later), and, as the style of architecture seems to have been 
at its height in the times of Sargon and Nebuchadnezzar, 
Wuswas temple was perhaps erected about the seventh or 
eighth century B.c. 

With regard to the object for which this immense 
edifice was built, it is, of course, presumptuous to pro- 
nounce an opinion with so little to guide us. The wedge, 
as a sacred emblem, might equally wnU be applied to a 
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palace, a temple, or a royal tomb. It will, I fear, be long 
before any positive data can be obtained to decide the 
question. The fact, however, that Warka was a great 
Necropolis, and that the Greek historian Arrian says that; 
the Assyrian kings were binied somewhere in the Chal- 
dsean marshes, rather tends to the supposition that two at 
least of the monster edifices at Warka were among the 
tombs of the Idngs to which Arrian afiiides."" 

With the exception of several fragments of coloured 
enamelled bricks, similar to those found on the ruins of 
the Kasr at Babylon, there was nothing in or around the 
edifice which indicated the mode of decoration employed ; 
and as Wuswas failed to yield sculptured bas-reliefs, we 
must, I fear, give up all hope of discovering works of this 
nature in Babylonia. It is not, however, surprising that 
the palaces and temples of this region should be without 
sculptured slabs, because the alluvial plains of the lower 
Tigris and Euphrates do not furnish stone suited to the 
purpose. Any that might be used must have been pro- 
cured at great expense, and conveyed a considerable 
distance down the river. Bricks and plaster, therefore, 
naturally took the place of tlie gypsum slabs which 
adorned the palaces of Assyria, and were obtainable in 
any quantity from the quarries in the neighbourhood of 
Nineveh. 

Warka, however, is not wuthout one specimen of ancient 
sculpture. My friend Mr T. Kerr Lynch (who took ad- 
vantage of my last journey to accompany me from Bligh- 
dad on a visit to the ruins) in passing over the mounds, 
directed my attention to an isolated lump of basalt pro- 
jecting through the soft and yielding soil. It lay about 
400 feet south of the Buw^rljTya upon the -slope pf the 
great platform.! On turning (^er the^ it proved 

’ ' . Airian. de ’ 
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to be a fragment of coarse columnar basalt, nearly 
four feet long, but broken into four pieces. Three sides 
■were uncut, but the fourth bore upon it a rude figure 
in low relief. A wanior was represented in short tunic, 
confined round the waist with a girdle. In the belt 
was a short sword or dagger. The long hair was bound 
round the head 'with a narrow fillet. The left arm 
crossed the breast, while the right, raised and wielding a 
short spear, was in the act of striking a prostrate foe or 
animal, which did not, however, apjiear on the sculpture. 
The design was very spirited, and the outline remarkably 
correct, lent the execution was rough and unfinished. 
There was a certain archaic character about the bas-relief 
which marked it as one of the earliest relics on the ruins. 
The Arabs, seldom accustomed to see blocks of stone upon 
the mounds, invariably regard them as tahsmans or trea- 
sures. The sculpture in question was so looked on by 
my Tuweyba friends, who have little respect for any- 
thiug but gold. In hope of finding its interior fiUed 
with gold, they had lighted fires around it at various 
times; but, observing the little effect thus produced, 
they managed to break it by other means. It had suf- 
fered considerably from exposure and ill-usage, and was 
valueless to bring away as a work of art. 

This discovery caused me to expend much time and 
labour in its •vicinity, searching for the locality from 
whence it had been derived, and where I imagined there 
might be other specimens of a similar kind. My work, 
however, resulted in total disappointment. 
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Ifew Styles of Decorative Art — Cone-work — Pot- work — Arab 
to Steady Labour- — Blood-Feud between tlic Tuweyba and 
— ^Tlie Encounter Frustrated — ^The Feud Healed — Diversions after 
tlie Work of the Day. 


About one linndred feet nortli of tlie sculpture just 
described, close to tlie southern angle of the Buwariyya 
enclosure, I was fortunate in meeting with the remains 
of an edifice,"^^ which bears analogy to that of W 
and is, without exception, perfectly unique in its con- 
struction. Situated nearly on a level with the desert, 
it may also be regarded as of early origin, and 
only a fragment, it yields to none in interest 
frequently noticed a munber of small yellow 
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witli cliopped straw. They were fixed horizontally with 
their circular bases facing outwards. Some had been 
clipped in red and black colour, and were arranged in 
various ornamental patterns, such as diamonds, triangles, 
zigzags, and stripes, which bad a remarkably pleasing 
effect. The wall which these cones ornamented consisted 
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of a plane surface fourteen feet ten inches long, broken away 
for a short space in the centre, and projecting one foot nine 
inches beyond a series of half-columns, arranged precisely 
as in the "Wuswas fa9ade side by side. Two of these 
columns appeared on one side of the projection and six on 
the other. Each differed from ^ts next neighbour in design, 
but that first from the plane wall only measured one foot 
eight inches in diameter, while the others were each two feet 
six inches. It would have been interesting to have ascer- 
tained that the number of columns in each group agreed 
with those at Wuswas, but unfortunately the wall ceased 
before completing the number — seven, and the height of 
the whole did not exceed six feet. Trenches in various 
directions failed to discover other portions of this edifice ; 
neither could any trace of walling behind the cones be 
distinguished from the surrounding mass of earth. That 
some supporting wall formerly existed is, however, evi- 
dent from the slender nature of the remaining fabric. 
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In ancient Eg}^:)tian tombs, similar but mucli larger 
cones are fomicl, witli liieroglyplis stamped upon tlieir 
bases, several specimens of which are in the British Mu- 
seum. They are supposed to have a sepulchral character, 
and to have been let into the wall at the entrance of the 
tomb, although they have never been o])served in that 
position. The hieroglyphs are probably the names of the 
deceased. hTo marks or inscriptions occur on these "NYarka 
cones, but there is every reason to suppose that they were 
in a similar maimer connected with the burial of the 
dead. The ascertained fact, before noticed, that the site 
was a vast cemetery, is strong presumptive evidence in 
favour of this conclusion. 

Cones of the same kind are of frequent occurrence upon 
the ruins of the great platform, sometimes firmly fixed 
together in strong white plaster or cement, but no other 
building was observed with them in situ. There is, how- 
ever, little doubt that several might be discovered by 
largely excavating in the mounds. Similar cones are 
found in many other ruins of undoubted Babylonian age, 
which, unlike Warka, have escaped being built upon by 
succeeding races. Mr Taylor discovered them plentifully, 
both at hihgeyer and Ahh Shehrcyn, at which latter place 
they occurred ten inches in length, composed of limestone 
and marble, and sometimes with a rim round the edge 
filled with copper.* They were, undoubtedly, much used 
as an architectural decoration in Lower Chaldsea, and 
always in connexion -with sepulclnal remains. 

Cones, or rather horns of baked clay, frequently occur 
on tlie same ruins, inscribed round the thick part of 
the circumference in early and complicated cuneiform 
characters. They, however, appear to have been attached 
•to some other object, and are nsuaHj bent at l^e summit 

* See Mr Taylor’s Memoirs on tlie Shelireyn, in the 

“Journal of the Royal Asiatic 0/? 268, 274, 411, 416. 
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of tlie cone. One of these, obtained by me at Warka, 
bears on it the name of Bel or Beliis. It is engraved in 
Mr Bayard’s “Nineveh and Babylon,” p. 564, and is now 
in the British Mnsenm. 

Warka is a complete mine for extraordinary and un- 
heard-of modes of decoration in architecture. Within a 
stone’s throw of the south-west fa 9 ade at Wuswas, is 
another mound crowned with a curious building, which 
has some points of resemblance to the cone-brick structure 
last described. , It rises abruptly from the base of the 
artihcial mound on which the Wuswas ruin stands, and 
appears to have been a tower of unbaked brick. My 
attention VT'as particularly directed to it by the enormous 
quantity of broken pottery and conical ends of jars 
which lay around. On excavating midway up its north 
side, I came upon a kind of basement or perhaps terrace 
of mud-brick abutting against a mass of compact earth. 
Upon the latter was raised a wall composed entirely of 
unbaked bricks, and a peculiar species of conical vase, the 
fragments of which lay strewed oni^the surface. This wall 
was traced about one hundred feet, but was extremely 
irregular in plan, at one point projecting forward four feet, 
then rounding off and receding eight feet. It afterwards 
assumed its original direction for forty-three feet, then 
made an obtuse angle, and finally bore away as before, 
when I ceased to follow it further. Above the foundation 
were a few layers of mud-bricks, superimposed on which 
were three rows of these vases, arranged horizontally, 
mouths outward, and immediately above each other. 
This order of brick and pot-work was rej)eated thrice, 
and was succeeded upwards by a mass of unbaked bricks. 
The vases vary in size from ten to fifteen mches in length, 
with a general diameter at the mouth of four inches. 
The cup or interior is only six inches deep, consequently 
* At L ou the General Plan. 
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tlie conical end is solid. The cup was formed a 
regular turning apparatus. These vases, from their great 
thickness throughout, are capable of bearing very con- 
siderable pressure, although the greatest proportion of 
them was broken by the superincumbent mass of earth. 
"With their circular mouths outwards they produced a 
very strange effect — ^niore striking even than that of the 
painted cone edifice already described. 

It is difficult to conceive the piupose for which these 
vases were designed. We know, however, that large in- 
flated vases were sometimes built into the walls of the 
Greek rooms, for the purpose of making the choruses 
resound during theii* revels ; but in this case the vases 
were within, not outside a chamber, and had spacious, 
instead of extremely narrow and shallow cups. The 
vases at Warka could not therefore have been applied to 
the same use. Excepting as another application of the 
cone for an ornamental design, it is difficult to conceive 
their utility, but it is not improbable that the same system 
of architectural embellishment may be traced in the 
tasteful designs pf vases and pipe-tiles, which form such 
elegant open-work patterns in the terrace walls of Mosul 
and other Eastern towns on the tops of the houses, 
where the natives sleep during the hot nights of summer. 
The interior of this structure appeared to be wholly 
composed of mud bricks and earth. An excavation was 
made ihto its centre without yielding any further infor- 
mation. 

Separated on the south from this incomprehensible build- 
ing and from that of Wuswas by a deep ravine, is a second 
immense structure* which resembles Wuswas in area and 
general disposition of its plan and offices, except that it 
has no external court. The bricks of the same size 
and make, and are impressed with a; si|i^ijar triangular 
* 0 on the 
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stamp. It is in like manner encumbered with rubbisli 
wliich covers its summit and sides, but it is more 
massive and lofty than Wuswas, and consequently more 
imposing in the distance. Both edifices were probably 
erected about the same time, and for a similar purpose, 
and fell to ruins together. Having failed to make any 
discoveries of importance in the interior of Wuswas, I did 
not attempt excavations at this edifice, because the 
immense expense and danger attending the removal of 
the bricks were scarcely counterbalanced by the probability 
of any adequate result being obtained. 

The Arabs, moreover, were unused to such severe 
labour, and could with difficulty be persuaded to work in 
these piles of bricks. Their whole lives had been spent 
in the open desert with their clubs and spears, either 
attacking their foes or defending their tents. They could 
scarcely brook the degTadation of being employed like 
felHhs or day-labourers, — while the continuous work, 
without any corresponding result, was almost beyond the 
endurance of their sanguine temperaments. It would 
have been impossible to have kept them at the excavations 
had there not been a constant dread of attack from without, 
— and mutual jealousy among the three tribes employed. 
The signal that human beings were seen in the horizon 
was hailed by me with pleasure, because the excitement 
of a few minutes relieved the ill-suppressed grumbling 
of hours. The appearance of one of my workmeif on the 
summit of the Buwarlyya, waving a piece of black rag on 
a spear, produced a general ferment. .Implements were 
thrown aside, the war-cry was raised, and a general rush took 
place to the central ruin. Each party ranged itself round 
its acknowledged sheikh, dancing, yelling, grimting, and 
throwing their spears and clubs into the air in a state of 
the m.ost extraordinary excitement, which did not cease 
till they were completely exhausted. When the supposed 
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<Ianger passed away, all returned to their work with re- 
ncAved g’oodwill and energy, • 

On one occasion only was there any positive danger. 
A strong party of the Suweyd division of E.1 Bej Be- 
douins, numbering about two Imndred tents, crossed the 
Euphrates, and encamped -with their flocks, herds, and 
at least one thousand camels, within sight of my little 
settlement and the ruins. How them flocks found sub- 
sistence in that barren desert was utterly beyond my 
comprehension. They must have speedily demolished all 
the scanty supply of earners thorn on the bank of the 
river, because in a few days they again decamped east- 
wards. The day after their arrival, one of the inferior 
sheikhs, with a small party of the tribe, passed, through 
the mins on his way to pay his respects to the Sheikh of 
the Mimtefik. The Tuweyba workmen were in a dreadful 
state of alarm, because there was blood-feud between 
them and El Bej, which arose when Stt’dun, the patron 
of the Tuweyba, was at enmity with the WMi four years 
previously. At his instigation the Madan tribes attacked 
and robbed these Bedouins of their cattle, several men 
being killed on either side. Tlie Tuweyba audaciously 
defied all the laws of honom*, and outraged aU the fine 
feelings of the high-class Arabs, by stripping the wife of 
the Wd^di, whom they accidentally encountered, of every 
article of clothing and j ewellery upon her person. Nothing 
could excuse such an indignity. It is for acts such as this 
that the Madan are regarded by the Bedouins and more 
honourable Arabs in the light of beasts and dogs,” as 
they were called by my Muntefik guards. The sheikh., 
however, behaved well when he encountered his fo^s at 
Warka, and promised there should be no fighting while 
the Tuweyba were under my protection, adding You 
are a stranger in the land, and El Be| .has ho desire to act 
inhospitably to strangers ;--^bht' fdh presence the 
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Tuweyba -would have been attacked long ago ! ” On 
departing, he left a horseman behind to look after the 
safety of my excavators. 

On the day following this meeting, a scene -took place 
which might have resulted in serious consequences. It 
so happened that I had remained in camp to prepare for 
the departure of a messenger convejhng letters to B%h- 
d^d. A large number of Bedouins went up from their 
tents to the mound with the evident intention of creating 
mischief. They first of all accosted my servant Ovaiines, 
peremptorily demanded tobacco, and followed him from 
trench to trench, repeating their demand with much in- 
solence and abuse, and finally turning upon the Tuwey- 
ba, whom they endeavom^ed to excite by threats and 
hard names. The horseman, who had been left to care 
for our safety, without hesitation seized the ringleader, 
and would have tied and beaten him with the assistance 
of the Tuweyba, if Ovannes had not very properly in- 
terfered. The Tuweyba were highly exasperated at the 
insults heaped on them, and were -mth the greatest 
difS.culty restrained by my overseers from making an 
attack upon the peace-breakers. .Ovannes, who had 
frequently shewn himself equal to an emergency, and 
who possessed a much more courageous spirit than is 
generally evinced by natives of the country, mounted 
a horse, and rode off at full speed to the Bej camp. 
He had ascertained that it was only an inferior slieikh 
of the tribe who had granted his protection, but 
the great chief, TelHg-ibn-Terrff, still remained to be 
projutiated. Ovannes rode directly up to the sheiklfs 
tent, demanding to see him and to know if TeMg had 
instructed his people to act as they had done. Tellag 
declared they had done so without his knowledge ; 
whereon Ovannes dismounted, and, as a stranger, re- 
quired his protection for ourselves and the workmen. 
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Tellag, like a true Bedouin, struck by the blunt, straightfor- 
ward manner of Ovannes, expressed bis sorrow at what 
bad occurred, and repeated the promise previously made, 
that as long as he continued in the neighbourhood, there 
should be no dissension between the Bej and the Tuwey- 
ba. Coffee was introduced as the bond of contract, and 
they were in the act of vovdng eternal friendship when 
the horseman, who had taken part in the disturbance, 
rushed in, and began to abuse Tell4g in strong terms for 
allowing his people to create a quarrel after the promise 
made by the absent sheikh. TeUag endured his reproofs 
for some time in tolerable patience, but at last got up 
and repeatedly struck the horseman on the face, who in 
turn became exasperated, and attempted to spear Tellag, 
when Ovannes got between them. Our champion then 
ran out of the tent, and, in his excessive indigna- 
tion, speared some half-dozen camels belonging to the 
man who had been the chief cause of the distiuhance. 

Tellag kept his word. The next morning he paid me a 
visit, w^e broke bread together, and were from that mo- 
ment sworn friends. I was subsequently indebted to 
him for several acts of kindness, and, under his safe- 
guard, was enabled to reach many points in the interior 
of the Jezireh which would have been otherwise impos- 
sible. Before quitting the country, I had the satisfac- 
tion o:^ healing the feud between the Bej and the 
Tuweyba, and the compact was finally sealed by the 
latter agreeing to pay TeU^g a tribute of thirty sheep- 
skins for the ensuing year ! 

The journey of four miles and a half to the mounds, 
and the same distance back to camp every day,’ was a 
fatiguing and tedious process- ; nevertheless it was ab- 
solutely necessary that it should be perfumed, and we 
beguiled the weariness of the ‘Vfay itp; the best of our 
ability. Every morning before stinc^ jtlie implements 


196 


OUR DIVERSIONS. 


were distributed to the workmen, with which, their clubs 
and their spears, they set out for the mounds in separate 
]')artie 3 according to their tribes. It was amusing to see 
how clannish they were, the members of each tribe con- 
gregating together, and singing in opposition their own 
pecuHar war-cry. Sometimes they would jog along in 
compact columns, singing a low, monotonous chant, while 
their bodies swayed to and fro in keeping time. At 
others, especially when the day's work was concluded, 
they would become more excited, perform a war-dance, 
advance and retire, yell and tlnow up their spears, as if 
feigning an engagement. At one time they would re- 
gard me as their chief, dance round my horse, brandish 
their spears and pretend to defend me against an un- 
seen foe ; at another I was an enemy, and they would 
unite forces to charge me, with sparkling eyes and shew- 
ing their white teeth in excessive delight. Now and 
then they would challenge me to a race, and the whole 
party would set off at full speed, seemingly untired in 
spite of their hard day's labour. Notwithstanding their 
wretchedness, they were a happy, careless race, easily 
pleased and easily excited. With ah their faults, (which 
were those arising from circumstances rather than dis- 
position,) they were amenable to kindness, and might be 
soon rendered useful members of society under proper 
guidance. 

When it is considered that the chief occupation of 
these M4d^n Arabs is to rob and plunder wdthout 
discrimination, and that I went among them a stranger, 
wdthout introduction, for the sake of excavating into 
the mounds which they regarded in the light of a gold 
mine, it is highly creditable to their liberality and 
tolerance that they offered no opposition to my j}roceed- 
ings- It is true that they were paid for their labours ; 
but there is no reason why they should not have proved 
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faitliless to a gliyawr just as to one of tlieir own race, and 
have stripped me of all I possessed previous to my de- 
]iartui‘e from among them. The Tuwey].>a considered 
Warka to he their own peculiar p>roperty, and made con- 
sidcrahle profit by ransacking the tombs for treasure. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


The absence of Tombs in the Mounds of Assyria— -Their abundance in 
Chaldsea- — Warka a vast Cemetery — ^'Olay Sarcophagi of various 
forms— Top-shaped Vase, or “Babylonian Urn” — Oval Dish-cover 
Shape — Slipper-shape — Difficulties of Removal — ^Excitement of the 
Arabs — Gold Ornaments^ — Coins — ^Vases — ^Teiva-Cotta Penates — 
light-fingered Arabs — ^The Ordeal — Endurance of Pain — Earliest 
ReHcs. 

It is a remarkable fact tliat, in spite of tbe long suc- 
cession of years during wMcb excavations have been car- 
ried on by tke English and Erencb Covernments in the 
monnds of Assyria, not a single instance has been re- 
corded of undoubted Assyrian sepulture.. It is true 
that Mr Layard considers the great cone at Nimrhd to 
have been a royal tomb, and that I myself opened a rude 
vault, seventeen feet below the floor of the south-east 
palace at the same locahty; yet, in the one case, no 
human remains were found, and in the other, there was 
no positive evidence of their true age.* The patural 
inference therefore is, that the Assyrians either made 
away with their dead by some other method than by 
burial, or else that they conveyed them to some distant 
locality. If, however, Assyria be without its cemeteries, 
Chaldsea is full of them ; every mound is an ancient 
burial-place between NbOfar and Mhgeyer ! It would be 

* The tombs which Mr Layard examined, above the south-east palace^ 
Nimrfid, and those discovered by Mr Vice-Consul Rassam at ICoytinjuk, wore 
undoubtedly of post-Assyrian date. 
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too mucli, witli our present knowledge, to say positively 
tliat ClialdfBa was tlie necropolis of Assyria, but it is by 
no means improbable that such was the case. . Arrian,"' 
the Greek historian, in describing Alexander’s sail into 
the marshes south of Babylon, distinctly states that most 
of the sepulchres of the Assyrian kings were there con- 
structed, and the same position is assigned them in the 
Peutingerian tables. The term Assyria however, in the 
old geographers, is frequently applied to Babylonia, and 
the tombs alluded to may therefore be those only of the 
ancient kings of Babylonia. Still, it is likely that the 
Assyrians regarded with peculiar reverence that land 
out of which Asshur went forth and budded Nineveh, 
and that they interred their dead around the original 
seats of their forefathers. 

Whether tliis were so or not, the whole region of 
Lower Chaldsea abounds in sepulchral cities of immense 
extent. By far the most important of these is Warka, 
where the enormous accumulation of human remains 
proves that it was a peculiarly sacred spot, and that 
it was so esteemed for many centimes. It is difficult 
to convey anything like a correct notion of the piles 
upon piles of human relics which there utterly astoimd 
the beholder. Excepting only the triangular space be- 
tween the three principal ruins, the whole remainder of 
the platform, the whole space between the wads, and an 
unknown extent of desert beyond them, are everywhere 
filled with the bones and sepulchres of the dead. There 
is probably no other site in the world which can com- 
pare with Warka in this respect; even the tombs of 
ancient Thebes do not contain such an aggregate amount 
of mortahty. From its foundation by Urukh. until 
finady abandoned by the Parthians— a period of pro- 
bably 2500 years — Warka appe^ to. have been a sa- 

* “De Exped. Alex., vii, 22. c’ ' 
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cred burial-place! In tlie same manner as tlic Persians 
at tlie present flay convey their dead from the most re- 
mote corners of the Shali’s dominions, and even fr(.)ni 
India itself, to the lioly shrines of Kerbella and Meshed 
’All, so, doubtless, it was the custom of the ancient people 
(jf Babylonia to tnansport the bones of their deceased rela- 
ti.ves and friends to the necropolis of Warka and other 
sites in the dread solitude of the Chaldsean marshes. 
Tlie two great rivers, the Tigris and Euphrates, would 
like the Nile in Egypt afford an admirable means of con- 
veying them from a distance, even from the upper plains 
of Assyria.’''* 

I was nowhere enabled to ascertain how- deep in the 
mounds the funereal remains extend, although in several 
instances trenches w^ere driven to the depth of thirty feet, 
beyond which the extreme looseness of the soil prevented 
my continuing the excavations with safety to the work- 
men ; but I have every reason to believe that the same 
continuous mass of dead reaches to the very base of the 
highest portion of the central platform — a depth of sixty 
feet. On this account there is considerable difficulty 
in obtaining infonnation concerning the most ancient 
mode of disclosing of the dead at Warka. It is only at the 
edges of the mounds where least Imilt upon, that the un- 
doubted primitive tombs and their accomjianimcnts occur. 

Ill a country where stone is not procuralile, the most 
natural material for arcliitectural and domestic" use is 
clay. This is abundant in the plains of the Eiipli rates. 
Not only were the edifices of Chaldiea, as wo have seen, 

* At Bagliddd a custom prevails -whicli is derived from a period long 
anterior to the rise of Mohammedanism, and perhaps connected with 
some ancient ceremony attending the transport of the dead. ■ When a per- 
son is sick, a relative fastens a lighted taper to a piece of wood, commits 
it to the stream of the Tigris, and prays for the recovery of his friend. 
Should the light be extinguished before it recedes from his sight, bo con- 
cludes that all hope is past. 
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coiistrucfccd of clay-brick, but the sa,me material in a 
niodiiied form was adapted to tlic mamifiicturc of saiall 
iiLeiisils aud extended even to sepnlcbral vases, Tlic 
invention of the potter appears to have been lacked in 
designing new forms, and their endless variety throngh- 

i out Ohaldsea may eventually prove of niucii nse in deter- 
niining the age of the ruins where each occnrs. In the 
^aine way several different forms of funereal jars and sar- 
cophagi have prevailed at certain distinct periods, the dates 
of which are ascertained by means of accompanying relics. 

The earliest and most common form throughout Baliy- • 
Ionia, and the one which jirevailed down to the time of 
the Parthians, is the large, top-shaped vase, well known 
as the “ Babylonian urn.” It is lined inside with bitumen, 
and has its mouth usually covered with bricks, but many 
aTWarka possess a cover of the same material cemented 
to the urn. They contain the bones of a human being, 
or only a single head, with engi’aved cylinders and gems, 
beads and neck ornaments, and rings cut out of marine 
shells. Sometimes two of these vessels are placed mouth 
to mouth, and then cemented togetlicr, one mouth fitting 
into the other with great exactness ; such contain one or 
more bodies. 

Another undoubtedly early form is very curious and 
original. It resembles an oval dish-cover, the sides slop- 
ing outwards towards the base which rests on^'a projecting 
rim. The dimensions vary from four to seven feet long, 
about two feet wide, and from one to three feet deep. On 
carefully removing this cover, the skeleton is seen reclin- 
ing generally on the left side, but trussed like a fowl, the 
legs being drawn up and bent at the knees to fit the sixe 
of the cover. Sometimes the skuU rests on the bones of . 
the left hand, while those of the right holding cylinders of 
agate or meteoric stone, and small pbrteal ornaments, 
have hxllcn into a copper boy^-l to * In 'one instance 
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I ascertained that an enormous quantity of hair was con- 
fined in a finely-netted head-dress, the meshes of which 
were distinctly discernible. There Avere also' fragments 
of blue linen upon various parts of the skeleton, and the 
remains of a wooden box, which had contained two ma- 
rine shells"'' (a murex and a cone) of the same species as 
those occurring abundantly in the ruins. The bones of 
the toes, fingers, ankles, and wrists, were encircled vdtli 
bangles or rings of brass. Large jars and small sher- 
behs or drinking Abases were placed with the body beneath 
the sepulchral cover. This mode of burial was not fre- 
quently observed by me at Warka, but, Avhen it did occur, 
it was always at the extreme edge of the mound, nearly 
on a level Avith the plain. Mr Taylor, hoAvever, dis- 
covered a mound fu ll of the^ dish-cov^|’^coffiifS.,nt^-^ - 
geyer, wliick n,}m haa never, aa I .^ave already aaid. Tj^ 
brnTf 'mDon suLseagei^tly ^ to 1j;lji e ^alji jylom ^ vvrth 

earn sEeton at’that locality Av^as a shmlow^and extremely 
delicate baked-clay dish containing date-stones ; and 
another Avith the bones of fowls, fish, and other remains 
of food. The skull lay on a sun-dried brick, containing 
some white substance, which was in some oase^ otjvered 
by remnants of a tasseUed cushion of tapestry.t 

Various other forms of pottery of minor importance 
Avere applied to the purposes of burial ; but they all 
sink into insignificance when compared with the glazed 
earthen coffins, whose fragments occur in such amazing 
abundance on the surface of the mounds at Warka, as 
to mark them as one of the chief peculiarities of those 

* The women of the M4ddn Arabs at the present day ornament their 
hair and head-dresses with similar shells, derived from a littoral marine 
deposit of very modern geological formation, occurring in the region of the 
marshes.^ 

t I must refer, for farther information on this subject, to Mr Taylor’s in- 
teresting “ Memoir on the MAgeyer.” See Journal of the Eoyal Asiatic 
Society, vol. xv., p. 269 et seq. 
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remarkable ruins. As civilization progressed, they appear 
to have superseded the more rude descrij)tioiis of biuial 
vases, and to have been generally adopted, not only at 
Wa,rka, but also at Niffar, Zibliyya, and other localities 
throughout Ohaldsea. The piles on piles of these coffins 
are self-evident proofs of the successive generations by 
vdiom this method of burial was practised. I will not 
venture to guess at the date of their first introduction, 
but they were certainly in use at "Warka, and that com- 
monly, when the place was abandoned by the Parthians, 
whose curious coins occur upon the surface. 

These remarkable coffins are slipper-shaped, but more 
elegant and symmetrical than that homely article. The 
oval aperture by which the body was admitted, is flattened 
and furnished with a depressed ledge for the reception of 
a lid, which was cemented with lime mortal*. At the 
lower extremity is a semi-circular hole to prevent the 
bursting of the coffin by the condensed gases. The upper 
surface of each coffin generally — and the lid sometimes — 
is covered with elevated ridges, plain or ornamental ; 
forming sq[uare panels, each of which contains a similar 
small embossed figure, representing a warrior in close 
short-fitting tunic and long loose nether garments. He 
stands with his arms akimbo and his legs astride ; in his 
belt is a short sword, and on his head an enormous 
coiffure,^ of very curious appearance. The whole costume 
bears a striking resemblance to that with which we are 
well acquainted on coins and sculptures of the Parthian 
and Sassanian periods. The head-dress reminds me of 
that occurring upon the skuU under the dish-cover just 
alluded to. The whole visible surface of the coffin is 
covered with a thick glazing of rich green enamel on the 
exterior, and of blue within the aperture, the former 
colour probably arising from chenficai 'decomposition and 
long exposure. - ” „ " ... : ■ > ' 
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broken, and lay -within the aperture, protected l^y an un- 
glazed one, pu-ffed out in the centre and pierced by a small 
hole like the crust of a meat pie. 

The coffins generahy are loosely surrounded with 
earth, and lie, without order, upon and near each other. 
Many, however, are built up singly, or two together, in 
brick vaults cemented with lime. As the same mortar 
is used to fasten, down the lid of the enclosed coffin, the 
inference is that the coffin was first placed in the position 
it was destined to occupy, and then that the body was 
put into it when in situ. From the fragile nature and 
weight of the composition, it is improbable that the coffin 
was carried to the mound with the dead inside. 

I have observed that coffins were discovered at the 
depth of thirty feet below the surface, and that they 
probably descend to near the base of the mound. This 
depth and the yielding nature of the soil are opposed 
to the supposition of their having been buried in the 
usual way, and seem rather to imply that they have 
gradually accumulated. It is generally supposed that 
the ancient inhabitants of Persia — certainly the Sassa- 
nians — exposed their dead like their modern descendants 
the Parsees of India. I am inclined to believe that a 
species of exposure was practised at Warka, the body 
being placed in a coffin, cemented down, and left to be 
covered up by the drifting sand, which, as previously 
mentioned, is roused by the slightest breath of wind. In 
this manner we can account, not only for the depth below 
the surface, but also for the extremely small layer of fine 
sandy earth which intervenes between the vertical rows. 

The Arabs have long been attracted by the gold orna- 
ments which the coffins contain, and break hundreds 
every year for the purpose of rifling them. In searching 
for this purpose, they drive their spears as far as pos- 
sible into the light soil. If the spear-head chance to 
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strike agfiinst any impediment, tke -wild fellow sounds to 
ascertain if it be a coffin or a vault, and by the vibra- 
tion produced be knows wbetber be has gained bis ob- 
ject. Tbe spear is then tbrown aside, and be begins to 
work with bis arms and bands like a mole. If an 
obstacle — a brick for instance — ^present itself, recourse is 
bad to tbe spear point, wbicb acts tbe part of lever and 
pickaxe. In this manner be successively grubs and picks 
until bis perseverance bas succeeded in clearing away 
tbe soil from tbe upper part of tbe coffin. Tbe spear 
again does its duty in deliberately breaking into tbe 
tenement of tbe dead, and tbe Arab carefully turns over 
tbe frail rebcs of humanity with bis -dagger, until be secures 
bis spoil. As soon as this sacrilegious process is con- 
cluded, be breaks a bole tbrougb tbe bottom of tbe coffin 
to ascertain if there be another immediately below, and 
if so, to repeat bis former labours. By this process tbe 
whole surface of tbe mounds is covered with innumer- 
able boles and broken jmttery, wbicb at first render either 
walking or riding a matter of perplexity and danger. 

Tbe object of my* second journey to "Warka was 
to endeavour to obtain a specimen of these extraor- 
dinary coffins, in order that it might be forwarded 
to tbe British Museum. In this, however, I experi- 
enced much more difficulty , than wa,s anticipated. In 
digging trenches, I ascertained that those near tbe sur- 
face wbre considerably weathered, while those below 
were saturated with moisture, and frequently crushed 
by tbe superincumbent weight. They invariably fell to 
pieces in tbe attempt to stir them. Sometimes tbe con- 
tents were removed, and at other times the earth, wbicb 
bad accumulated inside through crevices, was wholly 
allowed to remain, or was partially cleared out; -pieces of 
carpet and abbas were tied round:,, and poles placed 
below them to give support ; hut all to no |)Urpose. After 
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several days of anxious labour, and tlie demolition of 
perhaps a }iundi*ed cof&ns, I almost despaired of success. 

The Ai'abs were anxious that I should be pleased, and 
were as annoyed as myself at our fruitless endeavours. 
At last the good-natoed Gunza took hold of my sleeve, 
and addressed me on behalf of his fellows Oh, Beg ! 
you take much trouble to get one of these pots of tlie 
old Kaffirs — ^may they be cursed! — and have brought 
with you spades and shovels from a great distance for 
this purpose. Our hands were not made to use such 
implements, which are the tools of the FeIlhh,.not of the 
Madan; but Avith the spear we can do many things. 
Give us yoiu’ permission, Beg, and we will follow our 
own mode of search, and, inshallah 1 we shall soon be 
able to find l^lenty of pots, among which there will cer- 
tainly be one strong and good enough to carry away.’’ 
As there was no doubt of their being more adept with 
their hands and spears than the ordinary implements of 
civilized life, I acceded to their request, and despatched 
a party to hunt after their qwn method. They kept 
them promise, and I soon had the satisfaction of seeing 
several good coffins uncovered in different parts of the 
ruins. But still there occurred the same difficulty of re- 
moval ; several more being broken in the vain attempt. 

At length it occurred to me that, with some strong 
paper, an expedient might be adopted to strengthen them. 
As a last resource, I determined to send and endeavour 
to procure some at Semava, twenty miles distant. An 
Arab was dismissed with a few shamios’''' to make tlic 
purchase, and on the third day again made liis appear- 
ance with all the stock of strong paper which the town, 
as good luck would have it, could provide. A coffin 
having been selected on the following afternoon, wo(jd, 
flour, and water were brought up to the mound, a fire 

* Tho shdiui is au Arab coin, equal to about twentypence of our money. 
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lighted, and paste made on the spot. The surface of tlie 
coflin -was then carefully cleaned, inside and out, and 
seTcral thick layers of paper applied. It was left exj^osed 
all night, so that, before morning, the paper had become 
like hard pasteboard. The Arabs were delighted; they 
danced, laughed, sang, and clapped their hands, tapj^ed 
the ]3aper with their knuckles, and patronisingly 2')atted 
my ];>ack. They wanted at once to shoulder it and 
be off* but I deferred tlie remo'sxal until late in the 
afternoon, in order that the paper might be thorougidy 
dried. ' In the interim, as much earth as ■\fas deemed 
safe was removed from below, and t^iro strong tent- 
poles placed beneath. By means of these the coffin was 
lifted upon a board, covered with workmen's abb&s, and 
carefully secured with ropes. Spears and spades were 
then made into strong fasces and attached to the under 
side of the board, for handles by which to carry the bur- 
den to the banks of the Euphrates. It was exceedingly 
heavy, and required a strong party of Arabs to relieve 
each other. The ground, was, in many parts, exces- 
sively rough and difficult to traverse in approaching the 
river, on account of the numerous channels, so that I 
was in constant trepidation lest a trip or false step 
might destroy all the fruits of our lalDour. This anxiety 
on my part was not without cause, for the wild fellows, 
notwithstanding the weight of their burden, could not 
1)0 restr?imed from joining in the dance and song, with 
which their comrades off duty enlivened the whole route. 
Their excitement had been roused to the highest pitch, 
and tlieir gestures surpassed anything they had ever yet 
exhibited before me. The coffih was frequently in d;an- 
ger when the whole party at times ,i|eigned a hostile 
charge against the bearers, and the latter, unable to re- 
strain , tlieir natural impetuosity, wieHe^’ their spears, 
which they insisted on carr}diig, ' and yelled defiance in 
0 - • ' ‘ ■ 
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return. The more I entreated, the more riotous tliey 
became, until I discovered that the best plan was to let 
them have their own way, and wear themselves out. 

In this manner we traversed' the nine miles between 
the ruins and the river, and arrived within sight of the 
camp, when the excitement became greater than ever. The 
women, in their eagerness to see the unwonted siglit — 
unwonted indeed, because probably upwards of two thou- 
sand years had passed since such a coffin had been con- 
veyed in similar manner — even forgot to hide their faces, 
and came out in a body to meet the procession, uttering 
their wild tahlehl and plaintive wail, while they pretended 
to throw dust uponTheir hair, in imitation of the ceremony 
of mourning for the dead. The men, under the infiueiice 
of this additional impulse, redoubled their exertions, 
until they resembled frantic demons rather than human 
beings."''' I was not sorry when the primitive bier and 
its precious burden were safely deposited at our tents. 
Each bearet then received some little present for his 
extra labour, and retired to the sheikh’s tent to discuss 
the great event of the day. In rememttance of it, and 
of my stay among them, that encampment wus hence- 
forward to be known by the name of “ Beit-el-Ghy4wr,” 
“the Infidel’s House,” a somewhat doubtful honour, it 
must be confessed, towards myself 

The 2 >aperiiig process succeeded to the best of my expec- 
tation, and, in the course of a fe^w days, the three coffins 
were safely secured, which are now in the British Museum. 

Within the coffins the skeletons are frequently to be 
observed, having the arms bent across the body: but 
they usually fell to .powder on exposure to the air. In 
one instance, I noticed the remnants of a light-coloured 
garment, of fine texture, adliering to the bones. 

Many small objects are associated with the coffins, 

* See Frontispiece, 



Lamps aud Laclirymatojis®' ; ' , - ' 

lacliryroatories, copper bowls, liidoons^bone 
bably dolls, and a variety' of 6tii€rs. ; ’ ' i ' 


Gold Oraamouts. 

tasteful and elegant design. Thin gold leaf sometimes 
appears to have covered the face like a veil ; and one or 
two broad ribbons of thin gold not unfrecpiently occur' 
on each side of the head. Large pointed head-dresses, 
Budda told me, had lieen found aud s{jld to the peram- 
bulating Jews, who visit the M4daii periodically for the 
purpose of purchasing the gold. It is seldom that these 
ornaments are sold in their original state, because the 
Arabs melt them down for the convenience of secreting 
them. Hence it is that so few are offered for sale in the 
bazaars of Baglulad — the great mart for antirpies. 

"With the above are articles of a different description, 
such a» small earthen drinking vessels and lamps, glass 
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either in the inside, or around them in the earth or 
vault. The personal relics of the deceased consist of 
gold and silver finger-rings ; aimlets, bangles and toe- 
rings of silver, brass, and copper ; bead-necklaces, and 
small cylinders. Gold ornaments are not iin common, 
such as ear-rings, and smaR ];)lates or beads for fillets, (^f 



>12 COIN'S ASD TEKBA-COTTA ARTICLES. 

The top of the coffin is often a receptacle for smdl 

rdfct-apparently the parting gifts of faende— as the 
relics app 3 foUowg list will shew:— Seven 
different forms of fragile, coloured 

class bottles, two curiously formed 

yellow glass dislies, a glazed terra- 
cotta lami') (a constant accoinpani- 
Ton-a-CotU Lamp. llient), foUl* 1)0116 StilcttOS, tUr 0 

iron implements, the hones of a small bird. 
a bund of flowers, and an ornamental reed basket (the 
£rof .the reeds being anite distinct) containing two 
pieces of kolil or black paint for the eyehds. and a tassel 
Lad Judging from their character, these articles appear 

" ■” — 
r- 

♦ ^ m are moulded, flat on one 

■im ^ side, and slightly rounded 
en the other, the _ edges 

liaving two little projecting 

' 4 J .-'^processes opposite to each 

Parthian cofiiR. TPe types are ex- 

tremely indistinct, but no doubt is entertained of their 


Jar and Jugs from the Coffin Mounds. 
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being Parthian. Close to the foot of each coffin are one 
or more large glazed water-jugs and earthen drinlving 
cups, of extremely artistic form. One of these, the tail 
central jug of the engraving, was found in a recess built 
for its reception in the side Avail of a Amilt, Avithiii arm’s 
length of the coffin. T]iel)ones of a foAvl, Avith flint"' and 
steel, Avere also frerpiently deposited upon 
the lid. The practice of placing food and 
water near the body Avas certainly con- vfM 

nectedAvith the superstitions of the period. ||^JS| 

The same practice is, I believe, continued 

among the Arabs, Avho conceive that these 

articles are necessary to give the spirit strength on its 

long journey. 

Some of the most interesting objects found in the 
same position are small terra-cotta figures, Avhich were 
probably household divi- 
nities. Many are un- 
doubtedly Parthian ; such, 
for instance, as the reclin- ^ 
ing warrior, Avith a cup 
(?) in his left hand, Avear- j 
ing a coat -of- mail 
padded tunic reaching to 
the knees, and a helmet 
ornamented in front. The whole costume is well repre- 
sented on many coins of the Parthian epoch. 

Several are female figures in loose attire, exhibiting 
strange head-dresses, which, doubtless, give us some notion 
of the costume of the period. One of these is very re- 
markable ; it rises into two tall conical pea^- ffom which 
depends a veil, reminding one strongly of the English 

* Slices of flint and obsidian, precisely like of the 

ancient Mexicans, are found upon the were designed 

for striking a light, but the object of-the epvident. 


Eodining Figure of Parthian Warrior. 
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ladies’ costume in tlic time of Hemy IV. Niide female 
F0l>aUy rei,veBeuting tlm Mjditta or Venus of 



Ten\a-c^lta Figures. 


LHS, were extremely common at tlie Partlnan 
ing been banded down from anticiiiity. feimi- 
are universal tliroi^bout the East before the 
jra. A few figures Dear traces of colour. The 
accompanying figures represent an old 
I bearded man and an old woman carry- 
[ ’ ing a square basket or box in her hand ; 

I red and black paint are distinctly recog- 
f nisable upon them. 

Of aU the clay figures, the heads in the 
I adjoining woodcut are most interesting. 
L They are infinitely superior to the rest in 
^ point of design and execution, and mark, 
the rapidly spreading influence of Greek art. 
They possess all the characteristic features 
and boldness of ihc Greek face, and yet they can scarcely 
be other than the works of Babylonian artists. The 
liair is arranged in long ringlets, and the heads are 


ixhibit- 



siiriQounted l>y l(jfty liead-dresses of different form. To 
t].ie same pciiod may be referred a small broken tablet, 
representing a sturdy winged figure, witli a robe fastened 

figure is probably a repre- 
sentation of Hercules. 

It wmiild be endless to give in detail all tlie small 
articles -wliicli were discovered in connexion with the 
slij)per coffins. 

It is not to be supposed that iny. Arab friends pati- 
ently submitted to my appropriating tlie small articles 
which wore revealed diming the researches among the 
ruins. On the discovery of an urn or coffin, it was wdtli 
the greatest difficulty they could be prevented from at 
once, breaking in and stealing the valuables, before the 
earth was sufficiently removed from around it, to admit 
of my making a careful examination. They would then 
all cluster together, thrust themselves in my way, and 
shew tj^e greatest eagerness to seize a share of the spoil % 
it was sometimes almost impossible to move for tliem, 
kYhen I drew any object out of a coffin, a general 
commotion took place, and a variety of exclamations 
were uttered ; the words “ gold,"” “ a cylinder,” “ silver,” 
“ shcibeh,” “ heads,” rang through the assembly ^like wild- 
fire, and it required every possible manceuvre to keep 
their hands out of the sarcophagus. (Hd iBudda gene- 
rally succeeded in obtaining /the hfstipl^ej his little 
eyes sparkling with avarice, ^d his lon^ arms stretched 


Jreek Heads. 
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out while he volunteered information to those who could 
not see so well as himseli; his finger-ends itching all the 
while to take advantage of any opportunity when they 
mioht intrude themselves into the proceedings. It was 
usSess to drive them away; Uke flies or vultures, they 
would return immediately to tlieir prey. 

It frequently happened that, no sooner was a cottin 

discovered, than it 

Coffin Trench. huiTicaiie of 

sand drove us all from the mound; it was imposaihle 
to work, and almost to breathe. Tearing some of the 
Aral'is might return and plunder the contents, I de- 
puted old Eudda and two Others to remain and to keep 
watch awhile behind the rest. On the following morn- 
ing, notwithstanding this precaution, the vault was 
found to be broken into, and the coffin rifled. Being 




THE OBDEAL 


niiicli annoyed, I resolved, if possible, to ascertain %vlio 
were the aggressors. Open and secret questioning were 
of no avail-all strenuously denied the theft— so another 
plan was adopted to discover the guilty party. 

It w’as pro|)osed that each man should take an oath 
upon the Koran that he was innocent of the ofience. 
Ovannes, therefore, seated himself as judge on a hen- 
coop, and the Arabs, in tlieir tribes, filed off before him, 
kissing, as they passed, a French Dictionary, which an- 
swered the part of a Koiin, and declaring that they 
knew nothing of the act committed. The whole of the 
^Abhhs and Kliithr tribes went through the ceremony 
without flinching, hut, when it came to the turn of the 
Tuweyba, they begged for an hour’s consideration, and, 
at the expiration of that time, asked to he permitted to 
visit El-Kliithr and consult the bones of the holy Im4m 
on the subject. Finding this subterfuge without effect, 
at daybreak the following day, Azayiz appeared with a 
handful of various beads which, it is to he charitaldy 
presumed, were the whole of the stolen property. As 
an act of great liberality on my part, they were returned 
to him, with an injunction that he would strictly look 
after the honesty of his people. I never overcame the 
belief that Biidda and his companions (unable to resist 
the opportunity of being left alone on the mounds with 
an unsearched coffffn before them) were the delinquents, 
and that his influence over the tribe prevented their 
denouncing him. He was very humble next day, and 
often repeated his regrets that the Tuweyba tribe had 
so committed itself. . ■ ^ 

Considering the friable nature of the soil in the coffin 
trenches, it is wonderful that no very serious accidehfl 
took place during the continuance of the excavations. 
One mishap, however, occurred, tu’ consequence of the 
proximity of an old Arab working* and" afforded an in- 
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Btaiice of Arab emliiraiice of pain, and tbe_ rapidity witli 
\diicli tlicir wounds heal. The trencli side gave way 
and buried tliree men, one of wlioin was dug out with 
Ms collar bone broken. The poor fellow v'alked liack 
to camp, where I managed to set the bone. While^ en- 
o'aged in this occupation in the presence of the whole 
assmnbled trilio in the sheikh’s tent, one of the perse- 
cuting dust scpialls arose, and in a few seconds we were 
enveloped in a flood of dense sand, the light of the 
settiiu'<“ sun was comjdetely shut out, and a yellow, 
sickly'’eolour pervaded the atmosphere. The force with 
which the particles of sand were diiveii produced a 
sharp tingling of the flesh, and oliliged the half-naked 
Arabs for once to cover themselves wdth their cibbas, in 
wdiich tliey sat crouching until the tent wms blowm 
dowm about our ears, and there was a chance of our 
beiim either strangled or suffocated. They then all 
■ sprang to their feet, and re-erected the tent under the 
excitement of the war-cry of the men and the t^ilelil of 
the women. The patient, during the scramble which 
ensued, had the bone put out of position, and suffered 
great agony from the roughness of his comrades. As 
soon as the hurricane was over, it was set a second 
"" time and bandaged up, but in tlie night it got once 
mere disconnected. He, however, insisted on returning 
to his family across the Euphrates, notwdthstanding 
all my persuasion. On receipt of a week’s wvages, he 
set out on foot upon a two days’ journey ! The endur- 
ance of an. Arab is astonishing.. "Within a month after 
the occiurence of the accident, the man presented him- 
self again and demanded to be employed once more, 
swinging his arm round to shew that it was healed. 
His request was granted for light work, and he after- 
wmrds obtained me several valuable relics. 

In this place I may enumerate the few objects wdiich 


EARLIEST RELIOS. 


219 


iillIouI )todly belong to the earliest tj’yie of funereal re- 


1. The edifice of terra-cotta cones, of which 1 have 
already gimi an account (p. 187); and the horns of the 
same su])stance, with the dedication of BeliivS, as ascer- 
tained by Sir Henry Eawlinson. 

2. Several dark brown tablets or syllabaria of unbaked 
clay, measuring nine indies by seven, and inscribed with 
cohmins of minute cuneiform characters ; — one of which 
(ontaiiis the names of various trees. 

3. Terra-cotta figures of Venus ; an old man with 
flowing lieard, wearing a skull-cap and long robe, encircled 

round the waist by a belt, his 
hands clasped in front in the 
Oriental attitude of respect ; 
and a younger personage, hold- 
ing some unknown object, pro- 
bably a mace, in the hands. 
These figures are infinitely su- 
perior to those of the later 
periods. Although stiff in out- 
line, they are very correctly 
modelled, and may he known at once by the dark green 
clay of v'hich they are composed. 

4. Near two well-built brick vaidts, cemented with 
plaster, at the base of a small mound south-east of the 
nBiiw^riyya, was dug up a rude jar, containing a thin silver 
plate, which was folded in linen. It measures two inches 
long by one inch ^vide, and is embossed with a beautiful 
female figure. The hands are raised in an attitude of 
adoration, and the hair hangs loosely behind. The attitude 
and costume recall to mind the extraordinary figures on 
the rock sculptures of Mai Amir plain, in the Bakhtiy4ri 
Mountains in Persia. 

* At 0 on the Plan.; . ' ' 
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A.11 the above objects occur at the outskirts of the great 
coffin moimds, where, if accumulated in tli® ^ 
been led to suppose, it is natural we should find the pri- 
mitive relics. If it were possible to penetrate through 
the vast piles of more recent deposits, we should doubt- 
less obtain some very valuable information regarding t le 
very earliest modes of burial. 


CHAPTEE XIX. 


Bank-notes of Babylon — Belies Injured by Fire — FrnitM Mound — 
Ciiamber containing Architectural Ornaments—Origin . of the Sara- 
cenic Style — Clay Tablets with Seal Impressions and Greek iSTames — 
Continuance of Cuneiform until b. a 200 — Himyaric Tomb-stone — 
Conical Mounds— Style for Writing Cuneiform — ^I’he Shat-el-NiI — 
General Eesults of the Excavations at Warka — Probable Belies still 
Buried there. 

While rambling over tlie mounds one day, I acciden- 
tally observed two bricks* projecting tbroiigb the soil of 
tbe wall or terrace wliicb constitutes the edge of the great 
platform on the east of the Buw^riyya.^' Thinkhig, from 
their vitrified aspect, that they were likely to bear cunei- 
form legends, I extracted them from the earth, and, in doing 
so, exposed two small tablets of rmhaked clay, covered on 
both, sides with minute characters. On searching further, 
others were discovered, and eventually there were obtained 
forty, more or less perfect, varying from two to four-and- 
a-half ijiches in length, by one to three inches in breadth. 
Many others were either inevocahly damaged by weather, 
or unavoidably broken in extraction from the tenacious 
clay in which they were disposed in rows and imbedded 
upon a brick pavement, Tlmy are now in the British 
Museum, but it is feared that the nitrous earth of which 
they are composed will cause them to decay rapidly on 
exposure to the atmosphere. 

Sir Henry Eawlinson reported concerning them : — 
* At 0 ou the Pkm. ' * 
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‘‘ tliat they are certainly official documents issued by order 
of the king, attested or indorsed by the principal officers 
of state, and referring to specific amounts in weight of 
gold or silver. He could not help suspecting that the 
Babylonian kings, in an age when coined money was 
unknown, used those xheces of baked clay for the mere 
purpose of a. circulating medium. The smaller cakes, he 
thought, corresponded to the notes of hand of the present 
day, the tenor of the legend being apparently an acknow- 
ledgment of liability by private p>arties for certain amounts 
of gold and silver. The more formal documents, however, 
seemed to be notes issued by the Government, for the 
convenience of ci3‘culati(m, representing a certain value, 
which was always exxnessed in measures of weight, of 
gold or silver, and redeemable on presentation at the 
Koyal Treasury. He had chiefly examined them with, the 
view to historical discovery, and had succeeded in finding 
the names of HahojDollassar, Nahokodrossor, Naboiiidiis, 
Cjrrns, and Cambyses (ranging from G2 6 to 522 b.o.) ; the 
precise day of issue in such a month of such a year of 
the king’s reign heing in , each instance attached to the 
document.”'^' ** '' ^ 

These tablets were, in point of fact, the equivalents of 
onr own hank-notes, and prove that a system of artificial 
currency jn’evailed in Babylonia, and also in Persia, at 
an un^necedented eaily age — centuries before tlm intro- 
duction of x^aper or jn’inting ! They were, undoul^tedly, 
deposited in the position where they were discovered, 
about the commencement of the Achsemeniau x-)eriod. 

On removing the mbhisK from the brick x>avement, it 
apx)eared that it formed a terrace thirty-two feet long 
and four feet wide. Only one brick was inscribed, and 
that had evidently been taken from some edifice built by 
[Trnkb, most x^wbably from the Bnwariyya. Behind was 
Sec ^-Tlae Atiieiiaium” for Marcli 15, ,[.851. 


r 

iv 


ARTICLES DAMAGED BY FmE. tl23 

tlie base of a wall- of im])aked bricks ten or twelve Ibct 
tliick ; tke wliole bemg covered with two feet of nilfoish 
and charcoal. Upon the terrace were several liighly 
interesting articles damaged by fire, among them may 
be mentioned ; — 

1. Fragment of an alabaster cone, apparently portion 
of a grotesque head for a mace or staff. It is engraved 
with scrolls, and has upon it a few Assyrian cliaracters, 

2. Part of the hinge and valve of a Ijivalve shell 
dacna squamosa). On the exterior are delicate] 3'- Iraccd 
the heads, necks, and fore legs of two horses drawing a 
chariot, and covered with trappings and armour (?). The 
reins are fastened to Bemicircular jn-ocesses behind the 
ears, like those on the sculptures of Sennacherib from 
Nmeveli. Full-blowm and budding flowers of the lotus 
are introduced on eveiy available space, extending over 
the hinge to the opposite side of the shell, wliich is carved 
with an ornamental basket filled with the same flowers.'"" 

3. A carved ivory panel, four inches long, in a state 
of rapid decomposition. 

4. Twm large mushroom-shaped pieces of baked clay, 
covered on their flat tops and steins with cuneiform 
records. 

5. A brick with stamp in relief of a circular-topped 
altar on a pedestal, surmounted by a seven- 
rayed sun, 

Beyfyid the spot wiiere the tablets and the 
above articles occurred, I discovered indica- 
tions of anotlier method of burial. My atten- 
tion was directed to two bricks resting angle- 
w'ise against tw’O others placed horissontally. 

Below the shelter so formed were three more tablets, 

'■ * A woodcut of this sliell is given at p. S63 of Mr Layard’s ‘^Nineveh 

and Batylon,” whore also the author alludes to a siiuilar engraved shell 
from an Etruscan tomh in the British Museum, 
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lying on a huge brick, seventeen inches square, with a 
hole through its centre. It covered a well-built vault, 
measuring thirteen inches by ten inches square, and 
twciity-one indies in depth, which was filled Avith earth 
and the fragments of two large sepulchral vases, AAnth- 
oiit any truces of their original contents. At the left 
corner of the vault, towards the edge of the pavement, 
was a small square hole in which lay a broken dish or 
jar. Behind the four bricks on the surface of the tmult, 
was a liroken vase, containing reed ashes and burned 
bones reduced to small lumps, and crumbling to poAvder. ’ 

At a short distance from this first Amult Avas a second, 
ill e very important respect resembling the other. Within 
the small hole at the angle AAwe broken pottery, burned 
reeds, date-stones, and part of a lamb’s JaAv. 

From subsequent discoveries at Siiikara, I conclude 
that the bones of the dead AAmre, in the above cases, de- 
posited in Auases and placed in the A'-aults, after Avhich 
the private records and property of the deceased were 
arranged OA^er them, and the whole submitted to the 
flames. 

In a neighbouring terrace, tAVO similar vaults to those 
described were discovered. This terrace measured forty 
feet long by four feet wide, and was paved with bricks 
inscribed in slightly relieA^ed cuneiform characters of 
Cambyses the brother of Cyrus, a personage of whom 
Ave possess no historical notice Avhatever.'”' A few" unini- 
portant articles lay on the surface of the paAmment. 

*In a short notice- of my discoveries, at p. 377 of “Nineveh audits 
I’alaces,” I observe the following passage ; “ At one place, Senkereh, he had 
come on a jiavement, extending from half-an-acre to an acre, entirely 
covered with writing, which was engraved upon baked tiles,” &g. As the 
unimportant pavement described in the text is the only one I was so fortu- 
nate to discover, either at Sinkara or Warka, it is difficult to conceive how 
such an error should have crept into the passage quoted. It is to be re- 
gretted that, in a work intended to be a resume of Assyrian and Babylonian 
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The locality at Warka, fumislied the most 

valuuhle and interesting fruits of my researches, was 
a small detached mound, forty feet high, situated about 
half-a-mile south-east of the Buwarijya. One of my 
overseers picked up from its summit a few fragments of 
ornamental plaster, which induced me to make exca- 
vations. I A?as soon rewarded by the discovery of a 
chamber, measuring forty feet long and twenty-eight 
feet wide, the mud walls of which stood only four feet 
high, and had iDeen covered with coloured plaster. It 
was a perfect museum of architectural scraps, of a highly 
instructive and curious character. The unbaked brick 
floor was literally piled with broken columns, capitals, 
cornices, and innumerahle relics of rich internal decora- 
tion, which exhibited undoubted symptoms of Greek 
and Roman influence on Oriental taste. The smaller 
objects were wholly plaster; but the larger consisted of 
moulded bricks, thinly coated with white plaster ; many 
of them were fantastically coloured. One large frag- 
ment of cornice bore' among other devices, a spirited 
crouching griffin, which, at first sight, reminded me of 
the similar figures sculptured on a frieze in an inner 
chamber at the remarkable ruins of A1 Iladhr, near 
Mosul.t This emblem was accompanied by the well- 

discovery, greater care had not been taken to prevent the insertion of this 
and many mpre grievoixs errors. 

Cuneiform iuscrip’tions in relief are not of very frequent occurrence in 
Babylonia. Besides the instance above mentioned, Mr Taylor discovered 
this variety of legend on small bricks of very early date from the cofFm 
mounds of Mtigeyer. I afterwards exhuiped bricks with a Pelilevi inscrip- 
tion in relief from the mounds- of Khdn-i-Kydya near Bdghd^d, and at 
Jidr in central Ohaldsea. It is not improbable that the style -was re-intro- 
duced into Alesopotamia by Oamhyses on returning from his conquest of 
Egypt, where relief inscriptions commonly occur, 

* At G on the plan. This mound yielded t-wo of the three dbfl&ns in the 
’ British Museum. , ^ . 

t See ayketch of this frieze, accompanying life' Ainswdrth’S Memoir in 
the “ Journal of the Eoyal Geographic^- '' ' 

'I ; ; 
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kiio^ii Greek ecliiims moulding; but tbe cornice was pur- 
posely destroyed by some strange Aiubs, wbo visited tlie 
mounds between tlie intervals of excavation. 

Three of the capitals are Ionic; but the proportions 
of the volutes and other members are peculiar. A 
fourth description of small capital has peculiarities of its 
own, suggestive of the later Byzantine style. A large 
and elegant leaf rise.s from the necking, and bends under 
each corner of the abacus. Springing from behind a 
smaller curled leaf in the centre is the bust of a human 
figure, wearing the same preposterous head-dress which 
is characteristic of the slipper coffins and Parthian coins. 

ISTo columns were discovered to correspond with the 
larger capitals ; but the walls Avere liberally adorned 
Avith small Ionic halhcolimins, AAdth, half-smootb, half- 
fluted shafts, AAhich Avere highly coloured. The lower and 
smooth smdaces were diagonally striped Avith red, green, 
yelJoAV, and black ; the flutes being painted black, red, 
and yelloAV alternately, Avhile the level ridges between 
them are left white. In some cases the flutes Avere 
C|U altered with the same colours. 

Among the debris of smaller articles were bases of 
cobimiis, — friezes, with bunches of grapes alternating 
A^dth leaves,-— gradines, rescinljling those on the castles of 
the Nineveh bas-reliefs, but ornamented at the base Avith 
a conspicuous six-rayed star in a circle, — fragments of 
open screen-work, with complicated geometric* designs of 
different patterns on the opposite sides (these are very 
peculiar, and differ materially from the arabesque), — and 
flakes of painted plaster* from the walls, with fragments 
of small statuettes, coloured, and sometimes gilded,- 
Scratched upon the edge of one object Avere the cha- 
racters which approach nearer to the Him- 

yaric character than any with which I am acquainted. 

With regard to the age of this hiiildiiig, so elaborately 



ornanieiited, I was for some time in doubt. The enor- 
mous bead-dress of tbe capital, being equally characteristic 
of both the Parthian and Sassanian periods, affords no 
evidence on the subject; but, as the riiins abound with 
coins of the former dynasty, while none of the latter 
have been found, it is but reasonable to conclude that 
the edifice is rather Parthian than Sassanian; and, 
therefore, on mature consideration, I assume that it dates 
about the Christian era. While the Poman grifiin, and 
the incongruities with pure Greek architecture observ- 
able in the capitals, are evidences of a past age and style, 
— the complicated design of the screen- work, with its 
geometric curves and tracery, seems to shadow forth the 
beauty and richness of a style which afterwards followed 
the tide of Mohammedan conquest to the remotest cornel’s 
of the known world. 

It has long been a disputed question whence originated 
the germs of Saracenic architecture; but the prevalent 
opinion is that the Moslems, having no style of their 
own, adopted those which they found practised in the 
countries whither they carried their conquests, more 
especially the Byzantme. It is, nevertheless, remarkable, 
that the same uniformity in richly-wrought tracery and 
geometric ornamentation prevails from India to Spain in 
Saracenic structures, which could only have arisen from 
a central point. We know that in the days of Harunu- 
ff-Edshid the city of B^ghcM, far removed from the 
influence of Byzantine art, had attained a high pitch of 
civilization and splendour, and -that her public edifices, 
within little more than a century after the rise of Islamism, 
were adorned with a richness and an attention to minute 
Saracenic details, which could scarcely l\ave arrived at 
peifection in so short a period. We know, too, that 
Ktifa, at the commencement of ' dominion, 

was equally celebrated for its arcMiiOlfcl'sii Beauties. 
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228 THE PAETHIANS OEIOIHATE THE SAEAOEHIO STYLE. 

May we not suppose that the peculiarities of Sara- 
cenic arcliitectiire are due to a much earlier period, and 
that they originated with the Parthians, who succeeded 
the Greeks in the possession of Mesopotamia % Of this 
race we have, unfortunately, scarcely any memorials left.'" 
They are described, in their w'ars with the Eomans, as 
barbarians, celebrated for their skill in horsemanship 
and shooting mth the anow, and for the richness of 
their armour. Of their arts we know nothing; but 
surely they could not have been without some apprecia- 
tion of the beautiful, inhabiting, as they did, the cities 
and fortresses adorned by the Greeks and Eomans, with 
which great nations they passed five hundred years in 
confiict. It may be that the Parthiaiis were the in- 
ventors of the Saracenic style, but that the Sassanians — 
their rivals and successors in power — suppressed the 
infiuence which they had exercised, and which again 
shewed itself, after the Mahommedan conquest of those 
countries, in the application of Parthian ornament to 
Moslem buildings. This may possibly be esteemed a 
far-fetched hypothesis; but I can see no other mode of 
accounting for the advanced state of the arts under the 
Khfilif H'Mnu- r-Edshid, so entirely different from that 
practised under the Sassanians. At any rate, we have at 
Warka an edifice, with an approximation to Byzantine 
and Saracenic forms, due to a period long ajiterior to 
their introduction elsewhere, which edifice was, I firmly 
believe, erected during the Parthian ascendency. 

That it was Parthian, I, moreover, infer from the dis- 
covery of a slipper-coffin, and the usual embossed figures 
with the preposterous head-gear, at the depth of six feet 
below the floor, within the chamber. On digging deeply 

* It is true that the legends on Parthian coins are written in Greek, 
but we know little further concerning them, or of their own written 
language. 
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into the monncl, for tlie purpose of ascertaining if it, like 
tlie great platform, \Anre composed of coffins, it proved 
to be constructed of solid earth, around and upon which 
were coffins ; those on the summit not extending below 
the depth of a few feet.’''’ The chamber was prol^ably a 
tomb erected over the coffin. There were apparently 
other chambers in tlie same vicinity which contained 
similar relics, but I had no opportunity of excavating 
among them. 

Within twenty paces of the above chamber, and three 
feet below its level, was made one of the most curious, if 
not the most valuable, discoveries at "VYarka. In several 
cases, it was noticed that clay tablets, with cuneifomi re- 
cords, were associated with the ashes of burnt wood ; I 
therefore paid particular attention to the nature of the 
soil composing the mounds. While riding up to the 
workmen engaged at the Parthian edifice, my horse’s 
feet turned up a quantity of black earth, which induced 
me to dismount, and examine it more closely. My 
trouble was repaid by the discovery of a fragment of 
baked clay tablet. A small party of Arabs were directed 
to the spot, and, in the course of a few hours, their la- 
bours w’-ere rewarded by finding, close under the surface, 
ei^ht tablets of light-coloured clay. They were lying on 
decayed straw matting, which was imbedded in bitumen, 
and surrounded on all sides with charred date-wood and 
ashes. They differ from any hitherto discovered, in being 
fully an inch in, tliickness, and in having round their 
broad edges the impressions of seals, above each of which 
are the characters, Mf ^ “the seal of;” and below, the 
name of the party to the deed. Many are extremely 
beautiful., and shew the perfection attained in the art of 
gem engraving, in Babylonia, at that early period. It 

* Two of the ooffias in the British Musetua. 4ug up ft-om this 
mound, where they proved to be in bett’^ wniditioh thaii elsewhere. 
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is true that we possess niuuheiiess cylinders ATitli figures 
of a mucli more ancient date, hut they are of ruder work- 
manship, and of a totally different character — hy no 
means to he compared with the impressions upon the 
tablets, which evince a great advance in art, assigning 
them to a later period. The inscriptions, which cover 
hotli sides of the tablets, are so minute and delicate, as to 
recpiire the aid of a microscope to decijpher them with 
precision. . 

These tablets and seal impressions are so curious and 
interesting, that a detailed account of them may prove 
acceptable i’" — 

Tablet No. 1.— Twelve oval seals, some elongated and 
pointed. The central ones at top and bottom are the 
largest and most important. One of these is an indis- 
tinct representation of the winged deity — the Hormuzd of 
the Persian sculptures, — in front of whom is a well- 
defined isosceles triangle, precisely resembling the stamp 
upon the bricks at Wuswas, and at the other larger but 
unexplored ruin atWarkad On the same edge is an im- 
pression of a fine Socrates-like bead. The large central 
seal on the opposite edge is a very beautiful face, with 
G-reek expression, beardless, and resembling the profile of 
Alexander the Great. Next to this impression is one*of 
a male and female figui-e conversing at the base of a 
graceful voluted capital. Another exhibits a Greek liead, 
with heimet and plume. The other impressions "are very 
indistinct. Size, four and a-half inches by four inches. 

Tablet No. 2 has one corner broken off. It originally 
had twenty or twenty-one impressions, among which are 
several spliynxes. One is exceedingly spirited, with a 

* I am sorry to observe that, since their arrival in England, the exuda- 
tion of saline efflorescences has much damaged these remarkable objects, 
and there seems every prospect of their being completely obliterated, un- 
less means are discovered to preserve them. 

t At B and 0 of the General Pltm. 


f(.)nr-tiiiTet.ted crn-\Yn surmounting tlie lieafl Several otliers 
are dainaged Size, foiir-and-a-lialf indies by tliroe-and- 
a-lialf indies. 

Taldet No. Shears eigliteen impressions, some of wliidi 
arc remarkably lieaiitifiil, in excdleiit preservation, and 
liiglily spirited. They comprise ; — 1. . Aroariug lion — moon 
and star. 2. A Avild ass trotding— crescent above. 3. 
Winged Sagittarius — crescent in front. 4. Winged griiHn 
witli a single lioni, tlie profile resemlding tliat on the rock 
tombs at Persepolis. 5. A horse. 6. A Avinged griffin 
and crescent. 7. Nude figure. 8. Goat — crescent aboA’^e, 
star in front. 9. Winged biiU and crescent — ^triangle 
beloAV. 10. Human-headed bull. 11. Dressed figm-e. 
12. Winged huinan-headed animal. 13. Lion holding 
crescent — star above. 1 4. Fish-god. 1 5. Human figure, 
16. Dog — ^triangle above. The other impressions are 
less distinct. Size, four-and-a-half inches liy four 
inches. 

Tablet No, 4 has only a feAv impressions remaining dis- 
tinct : — 1. is the most beautiful and perfect of the AAdiole 
series. It rejiresents the fish-god Ovannes (1) AAuth goat’s 
head and fore-legs, and fish-body and tail, in front is a 
star — ^beliind hoA^'ers an eagle Avith outstretched wings, 
probably intended for Horniuzd.''" 2. Tavo figures, repre- 
senting the Dioscuri or tAvins. 3. Human-headed Avinged 
hull. 4. Human figure. 5. Dog. ('?) 6. Winged uni- 

corn. , 

Tablet No. 5. The only impression very distinct is that 
of a Babylonian figure in profile, in a long robe, with a 
staff in one hand. 

The impressions on the tliree remaining tablets are 
more or less damaged by the efflorescence of nitrous and 
other salts, which is contained in the clay composing 

* The cuneiform signature beneath this ip:^pp^ipii, reads Savastana, 
equivalent to the Greek Se/Satrrof and -J , 
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tlicse, and in fact all articles of similar descriiDtion from 
Warka, 

111 examining these tablets there is one point which 
cannot fail to be remarked — ^the frequent repetition of the 
heavenly bodies and zodiacal signs. They seem to imply 
some connexion with Chaldman worship, and this impres- 
sion is to a certain extent confirmed by Sir Henry 
Eawliii son’s inspection of the inscriptions upon the tablets. 
He observes that the matter relates entirely to the domes- 
tic economy of the temples. The most extraordinary 
circumstance, however, connected with them is the 
recognition of Greek names, in Babylonian characters, 
beneath many of the seals, and the dates in various years 
of the reigns of Seleiicus and Antiochiis the Great upon 
the subject matter of the records. They are therefore the 
latest documents of the cuneiform period extant, and 
afford undoubted proof that cuneiform writing was stiU 
in current use as late as about b.c. 200. Previous to 
this discovery the most recent records of the style with 
wdiich we were acquainted were the Persian inscriptions 
of Artaxerxes Ochus on the northern face of the plat- 
form and on the western staircase at Persepolis, and that 
upon the porphyry v-ase,'^^ preserved in the treasury of 
St Mark’s at Venice, and ascribed to the same monarch, 
about 350 b.c. 

This discovery is the more important because it raises 
a hope that some cuneiform records of the intervening one 
hundred, and fifty years between Aitaxerxes Ochus and 

■* It has been, inferred from the orthographical corruption of the king’s 
name in this instance, that the language had lost its purity towards tho 
close of the Achcomenian period, and therefore that the inscription upon 
the vase must be that of Artaxerxes Ochus. It is not, however, improbable 
that the Artaxerxes in question is Artaxerxes Mnemon, as, daring my 
excavations at Susa, inscriptions of this king were discovered, exhibiting 
similar errors in grammatical construction, and implying an earlier decline 
in the Persic tongue. 
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Antiocliiis tlie Great may yet cast np, and that an era 
HO prolific ill great events may prove to have possessed 
its Babylonian as welb as its Greek liistorians. Wliat 
valuable information might we not derive from a cunei- 
form memorial of Alesanderis campaigns, or from a 
cimeiform record accompanied with its ecpiivalent in 
Greek, which might set at rest the prevailing doubts 
concerning the true interpretation of the arrow-headed 
character 1 Warka has akeady yielded many interesting 
and valuable treasmes from its mounds, and may yet 
furnish the above desideratum. With the exception of 
Susa, I know of no ruins more likely to do so. 

At the foot of the mound where the plaster ornaments 
and Seleucide talfiets occurred, my servant was one day 
giving some instructions to the workmen, when tlie ground 
imder his horse's feet suddenly gave way, and precipitated 
them into a vaulted tomb without coffin or other relics. 
It measured seven-and-a-half feet long, and four* feet wide, 
and had been akeady plundered 
by the Arabs. At one extremity 
was an entrance two feet wide, 
partially closed by a rough lime- 
stone slab, measuring two feet 
by one foot and-a-half and four 
inches thick. The slab was 
found standing on end, with the 
accompanying imperfect Him- 
yaric inscription, facing inwards, 
and recording the death of Hanat- 
asar, son of Esau, son of Hanat- 
asar. Who this person was, or 
the date at which this grave- 
stone was erected to his memory, it is (|uite impossible 
to say. . .j, ';4;b ' , 

The record is, however, ol-cpnridapt^le fatue and in- 
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terest, inasmuch as it is the first inscription of the kind 
■which has yet occurred in Mesopotamia, and tends to 
shew a connexion with southern Arabia, -where -fche Him- 
yaric language prevailed at an unknown early date, before 
the introduction of Kfific and modern Arabic. .. The 
language is supposed to be of Ethiopic deriva- 
tion, and a relic of its existence in this region is interesting 
as connected with the Hamitic riiigration and origin of 
Chaldees, to which allusion has been pre- 
viously made in these pages.'"'' 

In addition to the mounds and ruins thus far described, 
there is yet another class of remains which is deserving 
of notice, but concerning whose age we have little but 
analogy to guide us — I mean the conical mounds occur- 
both within and without the walls. 

Of the former there are two. One, marked E on the plan, 
stands about two hundred and fifty feet from the north 
Its height is forty-five feet, including fifteen feet 
ot platform. The other is about eight hundred yards 
south-west from the former, and of much less importance. 
I dug trenches, from summit to ba^e, completely through 
each, hut ■without being rewarded by any discovery. They 
both were coinposed of unbaked brick. 

At the distance of a mile beyond the most northerly 
point of the walls is a conspicuous and important mound 
of this description, which bears the uame of JSTuffayjl 
(J of the plan). Standing solitary in the deserf, apart 
from the great mass of the main ruins, Nuffayji is one 
of the most remarkable objects at Warka. In height it 
rivals the Bnw^riyya — ^being nmety feet above the plain, 
with a circumference at its base of nine hundred and 
fifty feet. The steepness of its sides renders the ascent 
to the siimmit both difficult and dangerous. Its aspect 
is that of a huge beU, and appears to be composed of 
■* : See page 96, 
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solid loam and sand ; lait, Having felled to make any dis- 
coveries ill the smaller mounds of the same form, I de- 
clined to attack it. 

The purpose for which such a pile outside the city 
was constructed it is difficult to understand, except it 
were for a watch-tower or a tomb. The Arabs have an 
idea that it was raised by a besieging army, but that, 
finding it too far distant from the walls for their designs, 
they raised a second mound about eight hundred yards 
from the north-east wall, indicated at M upon the plan, 
but inferior in size to Nufiiiyji. 

Between Niiftayji and the walls are several small 
conical mounds, about twenty-five feet high, apparently, 
in some way or other, connected with the large mounds. 

The only article obtained in any of these mounds is a 
small flat oval pebble, of dark green serpentine, cut and 
sharpened exactly after the fashion of the ancient Celtic 
hatchets found in the barrows of Europe. Similar ob- 
jects are exhumed from other Babylonian ruins, hut I 
scarcely think they were designed for the same use as 
that to which they were applied in far distant regions. 
My own impression is that it was not a celt, hut rather a 
species of style for writing cuneiform inscriptions. When 
impressed upon soft clay or dough, it produces characters 
precisely similar to those on small clay tablets and cylin- 
ders, for which purpose it is admirably adapted. In the 
hand of a ready writer, it might he used with great rapid- 
ity and exactitude. 

Conical mounds of similar description occur at widely 
different points from Persia to the Mediterranean, and 
are probably tumuli. Whether, however, they are tp be 
ascribed to the ancient Scyths or to the Barthians of 
a later period, is yet a subject for the investigation of 
the curious. To whatever race they due* their 

presence at Warka is, however^, keeping with 
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tlie sepulchral character of the place ; and the bones of 
the warrior kings, in whose memory they were erected, 
may eventually be discovered, deeply buried in the 
centre, below the level of the desert. 

Besides the conical mounds, there is a small square 
mound,'"' just outside the south-west wall, which deserves 
moiitioiL It measures seventy-six paces by one hundred 
and ten, but its height does not exceed fourteen feet. 
Upon its surface is nearly every variety of inscribed 
brick, which occurs within the walls, and which, it is 
reasonable to conclude, were removed at 
a late period in the history of Warka to 
their present position. Among them are 

Bndcwpitai. SGveral bricks of fine quality, 

cast in moulds for spiral columns and 

ornamental capitals of peculiar character. 
One brick bore in relief a star of twelve 
rays. None were m situ, but they all lay 
scattered about indiscriminately. Similar 
bmkS; were sparingly fotmd. w the 
ruinSi and I observed others at the mound 
of M-Assim on the Shat~el-K4hr beyond 
Sinkara, and at Tel tJsmer adjoining 
„ . , , ^ Akker Kfif near B^ghdd^d. These arc also 

Spiral column of O 

moiiided bricks, probably of Parthian origin. 

Among the smaller relics obtained at "Warka, a small 
tablet of serpentine is deserving 
notice. Upon one side are four 
Babylonian cuneiform, and 
' tb- npon the other a figure which ap- 

■ SD ptinrs to shew the origin of cunei- 
form, characters from pictorial re- 

Serpentiiie Tablet. ... mi i i j 

presentation. The latter is, as 
every one knows, the most ancient method of expressing 
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natural dejects, and it has been supposed by many that 
the enneifonn cliaracter, like the Egyptian liicroglypli, 
originated in simple ideograpby. By reference to the 
accompanying diagram it Avill be perceiA’ed that two lines 
crossed suppose tlie outline of tlie liinnan figure, and tliat 
below one hand is a monogram, as if its cuneiform ecpii- 
Aurlent, the digits being expressed l)y Ihm parallel sti'okes, 
Wliat the other symbols are it is not easy to determine. 
I am not aAAmre that this taldct has attracted the atten- 
tion of cuneiform scholars, but the present opportunity is 
taken of laying it before them. 

In describing the walls at the north-east of the mins, I 
mentioned that they are between forty and fifty feet high, 
Avhile on the opposite side they do not rise above the 
desert level. It was difficult to understand why there 
should be this difference in their elevation, until I ascer- 
tained the existence of the bed of an ancient river,* which, 
flowing from the north-north-west, was turned eastAvard 
' by the height and thickness of the Avail, and thus pre- 
vented from entering the city. I traced the channel for 
a considerable distance beyond the great pile of Knffayji, 
Avhich momid it passes three hundred and fifty paces to the 
AvestAvard. It afterAvards approaches within thirty paces 
of the small conical mound K. After touching on the 
north-east point of the Avails, it passes round under 
them towards the east, Avhere it divides into two 
branches, one of which holds its way in the direction of 
Sinkara, and the other continues its course southwards. 
Both branches are lost after proceeding a short distance 
further. 

ISlear to Nuffayji, the channel measured one hundred 
and twenty feet wide, and was elevated a few feet above 
the level of the desert, its banks on either side being about 
five feet high. That it Avas a ItEeaym is eArident 

* Its course is represented 4jf^^li^,;l^"dofeted lines. 
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from the fact that it gave off numerous secondaiy canals 
towards the west, one of wliich was eighty feet broad. 

At the point where it meets the -walls, a sluice pro- 
bably admitted a small supply through them into the 
city ; but, if so, the channel is now drifted up with sand. 

My great authority on the oral traditions of AYarka — 
old Bucida — remembered that this old channel was kno wn 
to the fathers of the present generation of his tribe as an 
“ ancient river,’’ which they called the “ Nil.” He knew 
^ nothing of its origin or course, and the “ Shat-el-Nil,” 

farther north, was wholly unknown to him. 

It has been eleswhere stated that, at the Arab conquest, 
there was an ancient branch of the Euphrates which 
flowed from Ba])ylon in a south-east direction towards the 
city of Niliyya, and joined tiie Tigris near the modern site 
of ICdt-el-’Amara. This was called the Nil,” and gave off 
a large stream to Zibli5ya and Niffar which is, I believe, 
traceable further south, in the bed called the “ Es-S^hain,” 
or “ Shkain,” and also in the Nil of AVarka. At any rate, 
it is not a little remarkable that the same name for an 
ancient river,” not a canal,” should occ-ur at two such 
distant pointe as Babylon and AA^arka. 

The term “ N/i(Xf-el-Nil ” indicates its importance. It 
is, I believe, the only ancient artificial canal (Ndlir) which 
has received the appellation of ‘‘ Shat,” or large river. As 
etymology ofiers no ready solution for the name Ml, it is 
probably derived either from its being thought worthy of 
comparison with the Nile of Egypt, or else in commemo- 
ration of some important event in the intercourse between 
the Egjqitian and Chaldaean nations. 

If the mounds of AVarka have failed in yielding bas- 
reliefs and objects of a higher class of interest, hke those 
dug from the palaces of Assyria, they have at least af- 
forded abundance of important information on two sub- 
jects of which we were previously in comparative igno- 
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raiice ; iicainely: — •Babylonian arcMtectnre, and tlie mode 
of Iviinal during twenty centuries preceding the Cliristiau 
era. From these researches, we learn the existence of a 
new and original style of architecture, entirely uninflu- 
enced by the exalted taste which subsequently prevailed; 
and the situation of a necropolis of enormous extent 
and extraordinary sanctity, probiddy derived from the 
most remote antiquity. 

If there be a scarcity of early annals, and of more po- 
sitive infoimation than could have been desired, the fault 
must be assigned to the great difficulties attending exca- 
vations at so inaccessible a spot, and to the superimposed 
quantity of funeral remains covering up the older relics. 

It is to be remembered that these results were obtained 
during the short period of three months, and that the 
excavations were continually interrupted by overwhelm- 
ing sand-storms. Warka may still be considered as un- 
explored ; the depths of its mounds are yet untouched. 
If those of Kineveh were not thoroughly examined in 
thirteen years, those of "Warka will require a much longer 
period, before we can arrive at anything like a full appre- 
ciation of their contents, and of the valuable information 
to be derived from them. 

For the sake of science, it is to be hoped that, at some 
period not far distant, excavations may be resumed 
among the mounds of Chaldsea ; and I do not hesitate to 
state my conviction that each site will yield its own pe- 
culiar records of a past and almost forgotten age, and 
that Warka — ^the most extraordinary and important of 
them all — will afford memorials and relics yielding to 
none in value and interest. From them we may hope 
for much additional light, not only concerning the early 
Chaldsean and Achmmenian periods, hrit also with relation 
to its Greek and Parthian oc»upie^,.rdoi!p to about the 
Christian era. t , - '4 ' f 
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Siiikara — ^Decamping — Eicle in a Sand-drift — ^Tlie Negro Lion-slayer — 
A Noetnrnal Visiter*— Dull uniformity of Sinlcfira — Tlie Temple of 
Pliarra — ^The Dream and its Fulfilment; — ^Nebuchadnezzar and Ne- 
bonit rebuilders of Temples — ^Another great Necropolis— Tablets 
and their Envelopes of Clay — Babylonian Arithmetic— Pictorial 
Records — Boxers in the Land of Shinar — ^The Dog-devourer. 

Having made siicli excavations as aj^peared to me de- 
sirable at Warka, I determined on visiting tlie neighbour- 
ing ruins of Sinkara, which had previously been reached 
by Dr Boss of BILghdM, and Mr Baillie Fraser, during 
a hasty journey they made through the Jezireh, in the 
year 1834. In order to effect this purpose, I stated my ' 
wish to the Bedouin Sheikh TeMg, one day while he was 
honouring my tent with a visit. He -was no sooner made 
aware of my object than, seizing my hand, he exclaimed : — 
Beg, are we not brothers 1 Is not your wish my wish ? 
Are not my sheep and cattle, my mare and my camels, 
yours also? God is great ! I came here to say that I 
was about to go to Sinkara, where there is at least some- 
thing for my beasts to eat — which there is not here — and 
you gladden my heart by saying that you are going to 
Sinkara also. What can I do for you 1 Beg ! my camels 
and all I have are at your service ; take as many as you 
please, and accompany me. On the word of a Shammar, 
no one shall injure you while under my shadow, neither 
shall any of my people harm yonr workmen. Have I 
not already said it? The word of a Shammar is 
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tmtli.'’ I took him at liis word, and in a few iiiiimtes 
all ] tre]iiniiiaiies were arranged. 

At daybreak on tlie third day after this convci’sation, 
all the camp was astir wdtli the usual sounds of prepara- 
tion. Amidst the unmusical gmgiings of Tellag’s camels 
(A\diich were forthcoming at the time agreed upon), and 
the corresponding gutturals of their Arab masters, tlie 
din of camp foll<»wers, and the war-songs of the IMadaii, 
my touts were struck and the loads pat'ked. In true 
Arab fashion, the Inaishwood (whicli had afforded shelter 
to the 'v^'orkmen) and the refuse of the camp were set 
fire to as we quitted the groimd, and the spot, which, 
during the past three months, had been a scene of con- 
stant bustle and confusion, once more I’esunied its wonted 
solitude and repose. Tellag’s tribe was already in mo- 
tion, and his long strings of camels stalked majestically 
along the barren desert, towards a more verdant pastu- 
rage ; hut, before we could join our forces, a furious squall 
arose from the south-east, and completely enveloped us in 
a tornado of sand, rendering it impossible to see within a 
few paces ; Telhtg and his camels were as invisible as 
though they were miles distant. A continued stream of 
the finest sand drove directly into our faces, fiUiiig the 
eyes, ears, nose, and mouth with its penetrating particles, 
drying np the moisture of the tongue, and choking the, 
action of the lungs. The Arabs tied their garments 
closely round their faces, leaving only their sharp black 
eyes visible from under the protection afforded them, and 
each man rode or trudged along in silence, e'^ddently 
unwilling to open his mouth lest it should be instantly 
filled with the noxious sand. We shaped our course in 
the direction of Sinkara, and, after proceeding some dis- 
tance, were surprised to see Tell% riding ids mare, 
unaccompanied, through the storm*; 'iS[ev„iwas anxious 
after my safety, and had left Ijo^ ' to guide my 
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little caravan. But for liis aid, we siioiild in all prolja- 
bility liave wandered into the marshes of the Shat-el-Hie. 
A.S it v'as, even Tellag and, the xVrabs could not lie entirely 
depended on, because the density of the sand stream shut 
every mark from view by wdhch they were accustomed 
to guide themselves. After riding for ribout five hours, 
Tellag began to loC)k anxiously around, and to hohl fre- 
quent consultations with the Arabs ; it vns evident -we 
had missed the point aimed at. During a lull in the 
storm, however, 1 fortunately caught a glimpse of a dis- 
tant object, looming far on our left. Tellag would 
scarcely believe me, but, after a while, it appeared again, 
and he was obliged to confess that even he had held too 
southerly a course. Being now satisfied concerning the 
whereabouts of our goal, Tellag left us to search for his 
own camels, which, he feared, must also have lost their 
way. 

In approaching Sinkara, some of the advanced party 
fancied they observed living creatures momng upon the 
summit of a mound. My cook Mdr4d, an active and 
daring negro, originally a slave from Mozambique, dis- 
mounted to reconnoitre, beeanse we were in ignorance of 
any Arab arrivals in the neighbourhood, and these might 
be either friends or foes. Miirad was a good shot ; so, gun 
. in hand, he silently advanced upon the dubious tenants 
of the ruins. They proved to he two lion cubs, one of 
which lay fast asleep, while the other gambolled round 
its fellow Hive a kitten at play. Mdrdd fired a charge of 
largo shot, and, on hastening up, found one animal dead, 
and the other mortally wounded, attempting in its 
pain to bite the body of its companion. Tlie fortunate 
sportsman was immediately hailed as *‘Ahh Seha’ui,” 
“ the father of the two lions," at which Mfirad exposed 
his rows of white teeth with every symptom of pride and 
satisfi^ction. From that day he was ever afterwards 
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known by tlie above Iionourable soubriquet, and regarded 
wilii reverential awe by the Arabs, as an invincible war- 
rior, wlio killed two lions at onee. 

TJie bodies were carried to the ruins, Avliere tlie tents 
were pitcbcd, upon a flat and convenient situation for the 
oncainpiiieiit. Tlie camels were unloaded, and again dis- 
missed with a strong part}^ to fill tlie -water-skins at tlie 
Sliiit-el-Kalir two miles lieyond the ruins, and to procure 
hrnsliwood to protect the A rails against the cold wind 
and driving sand. 

Before dai’kness set in, tlie (diief part of the camp 
was fast asleep, cnmpletely worn out with tlie fixtigue of 
'tlie day’s inarcli ; the watchmen alone sat silently keep- 
ing guard around their little fires, which burned for a 
few’- seconds furiously under the impulse of fresh fuel and 
the high -wind, and tlien sank, half extinguished under a 
deluge of sand. Towards midnight the hurricane a])ated, 
and silence reigned profound, when a sudden, deep, 
sepulchral roar, several times repeated, roused the whole 
camp once more to life and activity. “ The lion 1 the 
lion ! ” shouted the Ai-abs, as they drew closer together, 
piled bruslnvood on the watch-fires, grasped their spears, 
sang their war-cry, and exhibited other signs of violent 
trepidation and alarm, hlo more sleep for them that 
night: they huddled round the fires in parties, told 
stories of adventures with wild beasts till they frightened 
themselves into the belief that the lion was close upon 
them, when their shouts and songs would he redoubled, 
in the hope of driving the king of beasts away. The 
horses snorted, tugged at their ropes, and evinced every 
disposition to free themselves from the trammeb which 
bound them. There was no moon, so, that the deep in- 
tensity of the surrounding gloom ad^ed tp &e fears of 
the little community. Several timM , ,tI^t night I was 
aroused by tlicir sudden outcries and wili^shbuts. 
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At daybreak, it was discovered tliat^ the wary animat 
bad made otf with a little dog belonging to tlie Ara.is 
wbicli bad barked pertinaciously on tlie first notification, of 
onr imwelcome visitor’s presence. The bnge footprints 
of tbc hmigry and irate brute were distinctly visible on 
the surface ci the newly drifted sand, pacing roimcl mid 
round, at a respectful distance from tlie camp. ^Aitb 
daylight sbe witlidrew to lier lair among the reeds and 
underwood along the course of tbe Sbat-el-Kabr. 

Lions feiiient the marshes of tins region at certain 
seasons, and do miicli damage among tbe flocks and herds 
of tbe Arabs, who, as I have said, shift tbeir camps ^ to 
tbe lianks of tbe. Khbr for the culture of grain drilling 
tbe early spring. It is seldoni^ that the king o eas s 
dares to attack man, unless driven by stress of hunger. 
When tbe Arabs muster strongly near Sinkara, there is 
o-encrally abundance of sheep and buffaloes to assuage 
bis hunger; but the Arabs are terriffed to approach the 
Kalu alone, and I frequently saw them, when obbged to 
do so, return into camp trembling with fear, 

Tbe ruins of Sinkara, situated fifteen miles south-east 
of Warka, stand on the extreme verge of tbe broad desert 
ridcre, which, as before mentioned, intervenes between 
tbe'^inmidations of the Euphrates on tbe west, and tbe 
marshes of tbe Sbat-el-Kdbr on the east. In ordinary sea- 
sons, tbe waters of the Kdbr extend close up to the eastern 
base of tbe mins. These consist of a low circular plat- 
form, about four and a-half miles in circumference, rising 
graduaUy from tbe level of tbe plain to a central moumi, 
the highest point of which is seventy feet, and is dis- 
tinctly visible from Warka and tbe Enpbrates. Adjoin- 
ing this principal pile on tbe north-west, is a low ex- 
tensive ruin, apparently consisting of a series of lirick 
walls and pavements. At four hundred paces, on the 
north-east of tbe great ruin, is a high mound of large, 
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lialf-l)ake{l red l.uieks, at the ])ase of wliieli is traeeahlo, 
'l.\y tlie colour of the soil, the outline of an ancient square 
enclosure, and small cliainljers hetAveen thick walls. The 
south-east edge of the whole platform is occupied hy an 
undulating ruin of considerable extent, comp(»sGd t)f mud 
bricks, and known to the .^U-abs by the name of ‘STeniel,” 
or the camel, from the peculiar hump which rises from its 
centre. 

The surface of the rest of the ruins is covered with 
pavements, varying from thirty to forty feet scpiare, 
elevated a few feet aliove the general debris, and con- 
structed of small rough bricks ; on the north-east these 
pavements are of very frequent occiuTence. 

It is evident, from the first inspection of these ruiiivS, 
that they all belong to one period, and that no later races 
of different origin have built upon the edifices erected 
by the ancient people. There are no coins, no glass, no 
glazed pottery, as at "Warka : but a uniform dull brown 
hue pervades everything about the place : the fine dnst, 
the bricks, the potteiy, are of the same sombre colour ; 
the only relief being presented in the north-east mound, 
whose deep red biicks afford a pleasing contrast to the 
general dingy aspect of the place. The soil on the sur- 
face of the moimds at Warka was soft and yielding, but 
that of Sinkara •was infinitely more impalpable. 

kly first efforts''" were directed to the principal ruin,- 
which is of oval form, its longest diameter being from 
north-west to south-east. Owing to the quantity of lub- 
hish with which it is encumbered, the expenditure of a very ' 
largo amount of money and labour would be required 
before its complete plan can be understood. I was able 
to ascertain, however, that the edifice crowning its sum- 
mit was included wdthin an oval space, whose diameters 

The excavations and results hejfe descgpi]b6(J ^dyholty due to the 
Assyrian Excavation Fund. ' - 
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measured tliree limidred and twenty feet by two Imndiud 
and twenty feet. The area was circumscribed by a wall 
four feet two inches thick, which is traceable, witli a few 
breaks, from the centre of the north-east side toAvards the 
south, and so to the Avest point of the mound where it is 
lost, luiAung fallen or been carried aAvay piecemeal. It is 
built of scjuare bricks, firmly set Avith bitumen, and haA’ing 
a thirteen-line inscription of Isfebuchadnezzar upon the 
under side of each. 

At the distance of thirty-six feet from the extreme 
south-east cuiwe of this Aral!, and at the height of about six 
feet above its level, a trench dug into the mound exposed 
the Avail of a, terrace extending from south-AA’est to north- 
east. A second terrace, six feet al^oA^e the first, and 
seA’ciity-foiir feet behind it, stood in front of what has 
undoubtedly been the principal fa9ade of the edifice 
Avhich croAAuied tlie summit, and formed the main feature 
of the ruins.'''* Although not more than four feet in height, 
the character of this building might stiU be determined. 
The front extended sixty-five feet in length, then receded 
twelve feet, and ultimately resumed its former line forty 
feet toAvards the south-east and six feet in the opposite 
direction, beyond Avhich it was not traced. An entrance, 
nine feet AAude, Avas discoA^ered in the centre of the sixty-five 
feet front, AAhich Avas ornamented AAuth ten stepped recesses, 
each one foot nine inches Avide, similar to those 

on the walls of the WnsAvas edifice of Warka, and the 
small oratory at the foot of the Mfigeyer. The brickAvork 
measured fiA'-e feet thick, and AA^as backed Avith a mass of 
sun-dried brick, from whicb it is evident that the upper 
erection Avas a sun-dried tower, faced, like the Mugeyer, 
with burnt bricks. On the left entrance-pier, close under 

* The pixsition of this structure, with its angles facing the cartlinal points, 
cowesponcls with that of Mugoyer, Wuswas, and other edifices of Chaldean 
origin, as previously remarked. 
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tlie siirlRce, lay a mncli-damaged barrel-sliaped cylinder, 
wliicli appeared to Iiave rolled from among the snn- 
dried l^ricks, and to have remained a length of time 
exposed to the weather. 

A trench, "was carried through the entrance up a sloping 
pavement, covered with a thick coating of hituineii, and 
bounded by brick walls. The pavement, howe^T)l^ ceased 
at fourteen feet, and introduced ns into a most luipro- 
niising mass of mud brickwork. Continuing the excava- 
tion a few feet, however, the workmen came upon a 
second pavement, the position of the bricks directed 
towards the centre or highest point of the ruin. Turning 
the trench, therefore, at an angle of forty-five degrees from 
its former course, the excavation was continued, and at 
length rewarded oiir endeavours hy the exhumation of 
a second, smaller, hut quite perfect, cylinder, about three 
feet under the surface, and five feet above the pavement. 
It stood upright among the nmd-hricks, without any pre- 
vious indication of its presence. Both at the hi iigeyer and 
at the Birs Nimrud, the similar records, as I have stated, 
were discovered in receptacles jirepared for them, hut in 
this iiistaiice the cylinder lay completely surrounded and 
ill contact with the brickwork. It is five and three- 
quarter inches long, and is unequally divided by a line 
round the thick part of the haiTel. On one side are 
twenty-five, and on the other twenty-six, lines of cunei- 
form inscription. 

Q-diis discovery was accompanied with an amusing inci- 
dent. My servant Ovannes, who was a great believer in 
the truth of dreams, came into my tent one moruiag 
before daybreak, to say that he. was unable to sleep all 
night from being ];)erpetuaUy tormented by ai big eylinder, 
which he attempted to lay hold of,, hU-t-. wbieh always 
eluded his gras]^. He was certain 'tibis- dream was 
a revelation of some w’'onderfiil ^dovery ‘m, the course of 
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the flay, and therefore begged lie iiiiglit be allowed to 
mark out one or two new trencher. Tde wai=! no energeti*' 
on the su])jeck that, to satisfy him, I granted his request, 
>Soon after the men commenced work, I was induced, liy 
a great shouting, to go to the door of my tent. Ovanne.s 
was running at full speed down the slope of the great 
mound, as if the lion were after Iiiin. In his haste, he 
tripped and turned a somersanit to the infinite amuse- 
ment of tlie Aralis and myself, who, imal)le to conceive the 
meaning of this caper, imagined he had gone mad. At 
last he ap})roaclied sufficiently near to explain the cause 
of all the excitement. cylinder! a cylinder!” he 

cried ; “ I told you, Beg, that my dream would prove 
true I” A cylinder lie certainly brought, obtained, how- 
ever, not from bis new trenches, but from the great trench 
in the j)nncipal mound. 

Continuing the trench through the unbaked brickwork 
to tlie highest point of the mound, , the -workmen came 
upon a mass of masonry, which, for some time, puzzled 
me exceeclingly. It proved to be a tomb of peculiar 
construction and undoubted antiquity, nearly every brick 
beiunug a stamped dedication of a temple to the Sun by 
Urukb, the common founder of Warka and Niffar. That 
it was an original work, was also evident from the fact 
that it was sunmmded and covered l)y the mud bricks, 
which contained the inscribed cylmder ; it was likewise 
evident that it was purposely concealed, because the 
exterior was rough and daubed -with bitumen, and w- oiild 
indicate that the tomb was erected with the mound. On 
digging down-wards, a second and similar tomb was dis- 
covered below the first, but, at the depth of tAvelve feet, 

I failed to reach the base. Both tombs were built into 
and against the inside of a solid wall, five feet in thickness, 
but they bad lieen plundered, most probably, centuries ago. 
The walls wex’c three feet three inches thick; and the 
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iiiteriorB measured six feet deep, and one foot ten inelies 
wdtle ; the leiigtli being six and a-lialf feet, of whieli one 
foot ten inches, at one extremity, were covered l»y a 
vaiilte<l arch, formed by the oyerlaj>ping of each course 
of ] nicks Ijej’^oiid the layer immediately below. 

Another trench, at right angles to that in whicli the 
<.?ylinder occiuTcd, revealed the corner of a foundation- 
wall set in bitumen, six and a-half feet high, and tlio 
same in thiclvivess. ]\Iany of the bricks liore the same 
legend of Kelnichadnezzar as that upon the oval wall at 
the Ixise of the mound. From the lowest layers at this 
corner were obtained two bricks, one edge of each of 
which wus minutely inscribed with precisely the same 
record as that upon the barrel cylinders, thus, heyond 
doubt, fixing the date of the upper part of the mound 
above the tombs as early as the time of ISTebuchadnezzar, 
about 600 B.C. ' This is confirmed by Sir Hemj Eaw- 
linsoifs decipherment of the inscriptions.’^^ He states 
that they commemorate the rebuilding of the temple of 
Pharra, hy that monarch, in the city of Larrak. A 
description of the same wmrk occurs on Bellino’s cylinder 
from Babylon, published by Grotefend. Nebiicliaduezzar 
is represented as digging into the foundations of the old 
temple of the Sun, which had fallen to ruins, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining the ancient idol, with the intention of 
placing it in his new edifice. Having excavated for a 
considerable time, he was obliged to give up a fruitless 
search, and to finish his building without it. 

The same authority elsewhere states, that ‘'through- 
out the Babylonian monuments — ^that is, on the bricks 
found at Niffar, at Sinkara, and at Warka, as well as on 

* A tliird and perfect cylinder was also di8C0vei^d,at\ distant paii; of 
tlie ruins. These numerous copies of the !fe|;dnd are the more 

valuable, because of the maiiy variations the cuneiform 

characters upon them. ' 


250 


]S[EBON1T’s building. 


tlie tablets of Nebudiadnezzar— the city in qiiestion is 
named SMara or Sinharthr He further conjectures 
that the Lancham of Berosus, which was the capital of 
the original Chaldsean dynasty, is a mistake of some 
ancieBt copyist for Scmchara,'' 

In this name Ave probably haA’’e preserved that oiShDiar, 
the land from whence the Biblical migration took j)lace. 

A king named Piirna-Piiriyast was also a builder 
here. I picked up a brick with a legend of sixteen lines 
bearing this name, which was at that time, I belicA^e, new 
to Sir* Henry Eawlinsohs list. 

An excavation Avas made into the centre and base of 
“El Heimar,” or the “ red mound. It proved to be Avholly 
composed of half-baked red bricks, measuring fourteen 
inches square, and four and-a-lialf inches in thickness. 
As ill other buildings of similar character, preAuously de- 
scribed in these pages, layers of reeds occur at intervals 
between the bricks, and the entire mass is pierced hori- 
zontally with numerous scpiare apertures. Its interior 
yielded no information, but a patch of building at the 
base of its eastern corner afforded a legend of Nebonit, 
the last king of Babylon, under Avhose reign, as before 
mentioned, the empire wuis overthrown by the united 
forces of the Medes and Persians, about 538 B.c. This 
monarch, like his predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar, appears 
to have repaired a more ancient structure, for, at the 
northern corner of the same ruin, there AAns uncovered 
fragment of brick masomy, with a legend of the Chal- 
deean king Khammuinbi, who is supposed to have flour- 
ished about 1500 B.C. 

With the subsequent rise of the Persian empire after the 

See Twenty-iitnth Ammal Eeport of the Koyal Asiatic Society for ] 852, 
p. 15. Sinkara is likewise supposed to- be the Sars<i of other inscriptions, 
&A .stated in the Proceedings of the Royal Geog. Society, p. 47. I cannot 
attempt to reconcile these different identifications. 

t I’his anonarch scorns to have reigned about 1650 b.c. 
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tall of Babylon, Siiikara declined in importance ; the latest 
record ol)tained from it.s mounds being a small clay 
tablet inscribed with the name of C{imb 3 ''ses. From 
that period, Warka, the great rival of Sinkara, as- 
sumed a higher rank, at least as a place of sepulture, 
and engrossed the whole consideration wdiich it had 
previously shared in conjunction with Sinkana. It 
appears to have been the only city thronglujut that 
region which survived the great convulsion attending 
the taking of Babylon. With the extinction of the 
native rulers, Miigeyer, Sinkara, Aim Shelireyn, 1\d Sifr, 
Medina, and numcrons other sites in Clialdma, were de- 
serted, and have remained so to this day. Warka alone 
maintained its position five Imndi-ed years longer as the 
capital of the district, — saw the enfeebled dominion of 
the Persiaii pass into the hands of the Grecian con- 
queror, and from him in turn to the barbarous l^artliiau, 
when he, too, succumbed under the changeable character 
of the times. 

The aspect of the mounds of Sinkara fully hears out 
the opinion as to their early abandonment, arrived at 
from an investigation of the inscriptions obtained from 
them. It is not among the loftiest mounds that we are 
to expect the oldest relics. All the more ancient ruins 
of Chaldsea are but slightly raised above the desert level, 
and the accumulations of ages are invariahly sepul- 
chral ; this is the characteristic feature of Chaldsean 
mounds. It ivould aj)pear that the early inhabitants, 
like those of modern days, made a practice of burying 
their dead at certain places held sacred, from time im- 
memorial, by the erection of a temple dedicated to some 
deity. Sinkara is one of these, and its sepulchral re- 
mains are among the most interesting discpyeides made 
during my excavations. < ■ ^ b” ' 

If evidence were required that the ^ly Ghaicleeans 
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■■ practised tlie rite of burial, Siukara fnrnislies it 
the sliaihnv of a doubt. The •whoio area of the ruins i,s 
a cemeteiy ; wherever an excavation was made, vaults 
and graves invariably occurred, and the in numeral )le 
taineiforni records contained in them substantiate their 
undoul)ted antiquity. So imincrous were tlie clay 
taljlets, I almost arrived at the conclusion tliat the fine 
ianwn dust of tlie moiuids resulted from their decom- 
position ! 

klany of the platforms mentioned on the north-east 
side of the ruins were examined, and proved to he family 
vaults. In digging down, the workmen frequently found 
a scries of small connected chandlers, containing quanti- 
ties of wood-aslios and partially-burned clay tablets, 
Tliese were with dilficnlty extracted entire and after- 
wards preserved, in consequence of tlie damage received 
from fire and their state of natural disintegration from 
the nitrous earth composing them. Below the chambers 
were frequently large vaulted tombs, containing one or 
more bodies, which were constructed in a peculiar man- 
ner. Layers of bricks were placed at an angle of forty- 
five degrees, so as to rest' upon the layer previously 
laid in the same position. They were supported by an 
outer waU inclining towards tlie tomb, the other ex- 
tremity of which was closed with a corresponding wall 
leaning in the opposite direction. The bricks used were 
generally small, of coarse texture, and of light yellow 
baked clay ; but they were frequently merely composed 
of sun-dried mud. The cement was, in all cases, mud. 
The roofs were circular, and exhibited traces of red 
paint. 

TJie skeleton was always extremely fragile, and 
crumbled to dust at the slightest touch. As at 
Miigeyer, it usually lay on, the left side, with, the finger 
bones before the face. A common baked clay plate was 
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placet! on either side, with jars and vases of various 
foiins. Some of the latter arc ex(3eedingl7 elegant, jiar- 
ticnlarly one of canvolviiliis shape, which is ctoiimouly 
met with at Sinkara, and appears to he the type of the 
modern drinking kuja used at B%hdad. A few of the 
forms of pottery peculiar to these ruins arc engraved in 
the accompanying woodcut. In one vault, the hones of 
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several other skeletons were heaped up in the corners, 
e^ddently for the purpose of giving place to the last 
deposited body, which occupied the centre of the tomh. 
An armlet lay in the right npper comer, and a large jai‘ 
near the right foot contained a small tooth-comh, made 
of hone. Among the dust was a rude white cylinder, 
and an onyx head, with a rudely engraved figui-e 
uipon. it. 

In another vault was the skeleton of a tall large-honed 
man. With the hones of the feet lay two copper rings, 
and near the chest a small lapis-lazuli frog, and a couple 
of agate heads. On the left of the body were five knuckle- 
bones of sheep, and a copper dish ; on the right were two 
beautiful heart-shaped red vases. In a comer near the 
feet were two large water-jars, and, clo.se .to the head, a 
smaller one containing several beads wood ' orna- 
ments, perhaps the tassel of a ; head of 

white stone or plaster, jnutdr ^efacecl ' fore- 
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head of which is a pin for fastening it to a stick or mace. 
In the chamber above were numbers of inscribed clay 
tablets. 

The contents of the vaults varied considerably. In 
one, an urn contained a piece of dark-brown unbaked 
clay, moulded into the form of a human liand and arm, 
ten inches in length, which fell to pieces with its own 
weight. A second jar contained nothing but two copper 
armlets ; a third, some fish’s bones, and a small terra-cotta 
figure representing a body in a coffin 'with 
a mace (?) in each hand. A small and beaii- 
tifidly monlded human head, in unbaked 
clay, also occurred in another tomb. 

Ill many instances, the bones of the 
skeletons were foimd in the upper cham- 
bers, but these were always crushed by the 
superincumhent weight of earth. It was 
from these chambers that the clay records 
were obtained. There were several distinct 
varieties. The most common were ininntely- 
inscrihed small tablets, contained within a thin clay 
envelope, similarly inscribed, and likewise covered with 
tlie impressions of those cylinder seals, of which so 
many are to be seen in our museums. These tablets 
were doubtless family records, but they are highly inte- 
resting, because they shew us the particular use to 
which the cylinder-seals were applied. The Clialdseans 
were not contented with a simple impression, hut rolled 
the cylinder over the entire wiitten document, thus 
preventing all chance or possibility of forgery. The 
clay of the tablet must have been perfectly dry before it 
was enclosed, because the inner side of the envelope hears 
a cast, in relief, of the inscription beneath. These 
records vary from an inch to four or five iuches in length ; 
but tbe thinness of the envelope causes it to be seldom 
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AllITHMETICAL CALC'ULATIOXS. 



eutire/''" One of tlie smallest of tlioso eiidescjl 
tablets, its envelope toJerably perfect, bore upon it 
the name of (^ambyses. 

Clay cakes, tln:ee indies in diameter, are also of fro- 
<|uent occurrence witli rude enneiform inscriptions on 
one or botli sides.t 

Tkere is evidence, too, that tlic early iiibalntunts of 
P>ab3’-loiiia used otlier materials for tbeir written doeii- 
nieiits. Among the tablets were found man}?' triangular 
lumps of clay covered, like them, with the impressions of 
rolled cylinders. At two of the corners are the holes 
through which cords passed and attached them to parch- 
ment, papyrus, or leather. 

From the fact that many of these objects were damaged 
1)}^ fire, there is every reason to believe that it was a 
prevalent custom of the Babylonians to burn the private 
records of the dead over their graves. I know of no 
other cause to account for their blackened appearance, 
and the quantity of wood-ashes vfith which they are 
always associated. 

iCmong other clay documents, I must not omit to 
mention a small tablet, which confirms the statement of 
Eerosns, that the Ba])yloniaiis made use of a sexagesimal 
notation — the unit of -which Avas termed a “ Sossius ” — 
as w-ell as a decimal notation. The record in question is 
a table of squares. It has been already jjubHshecl by Sir 
Henry EaAAdins’on ; J but I am tempted to extract from it 
the following, as a specimen of the advance made at that 
early date in arithmetical calculations ; — 

* Tlic same system of enveloping tablets in clay cases likemse prevailed 
at Ninoveli. In examining the numerous collections in the British. Museum, 
I observed one or two with enveloj)es attached, and the form of mauy 
others indicates that they had once been enclosed. This faefc had hitherto 
escaped observation, . ‘ . 

t Mr Layard figures a cake of somewhat sim^ak .il| p. 154 of his 
“ISTiueveh and Babylon.” * - ' 

t Journal of Royal Geogr. Society, voj, kv., 
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TABLE OF SQUARE ROOTS IK CUXEIFOUM. 
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Soss, 

Units.* 

The Square of 



or 50 

2.5 = 


or 

55" 3025 

or 52 

16 = 

tua 

or 

5Cr, = 3136 

or 54 

9 = 


or 

5Ti= 3249 

or 66 

4 = 


or 

68r 3364 

or 58 

1 = 

+1 n 

or 

59^- 3481 

or GO 

0(1 ~ 


or 

60” = 3600 


As we liere find tlie Unit and the Soss to be both 
represented by ] , while the decades of each series are 
indicated by <C» h e^ddent that the Babylonian nota- 
tion consisted of a double reciuTing series, in which 
the elements < and ] were used respectively for the 
decades and units of the integers of 60.” 

The upper chambers of the Sinkara tombs also yielded 
a few curious tablets of baked clay, which are not only 
interesting as exhibiting the state of the arts, but as 
illustrating the costume, occupation, and worship of the 
ChaldjBans. The sculptures in the palaces of Nineveh 
were historical monuments, erected by the kings of 
Assyria to perpetuate their own exploits and greatness ; 
but the people are only shewn as subservient to the will 
of their monarch. In the little tablets from Sinkara is 
depicted the everyday fife of the people, modelled by 
themselves, withoiit any royal influence to produce the 
best works of the best artists. Kude as they are, these 
designs prove that the Chaldeeans — ^if they had pos- 

* Tlie calculation is made thus 60 Soss. x 60 + 26 = 3025, or 55? ^ 
It should be mentioned that 60 units = 1 Sossus. 

60 Sossi =: 1 Sarus. 



PICTOraAL TABLETS — [CHE BOXEBS. 


sensed stone for tlie purpose^^ — could have executed 
sculptures equal, if not superioiyto those of the Assyrians; 
and that the palaces and temples of the Clialdieau kings 
were, undouhtedly, as highly ornamented as either those 
of Egypt or Assyria — not, perliaps, with has-rehefs, but 
with “figiuns portrayed upon the walls” in coloured 
plaster. 

The following tablets''^' may be mentioned as having 
l.)een found over the same vault : — 


Clay Tablot from a Tomb at Sinbar.i 


] . Two figures, apparently boys, boxing, in the most 
approved fashion of the ring ” — a proof that the 
pugilistic art was practised and understood in the 
marshes of Chaldsea centuries before England was known 
to the world ! The positions taken by the figures are 
admirable. They are -either stripped for the purpose, or 
they wear a costume similar to the M4d4n tribes of the 
present day — an abba, or cloak, tied round the waist, 
the rest of the body being bare. On their* heads jire 
skull-caps. A third figure, standing with his back to the 

* The tablet representing a man and Indian dog, o})tained in Babylonia 
by Sir Henry Eawlinson, and figured at page'fiS'it of Layard’s “Xineveh 
and Babylon,” much resembles these Sinkam tablets, and was probably 
procured by the Arabs from an ancient grayfr or tom!). 

, ' “ » " 'y, ‘ , . . 
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THE LIOIT’S feast. 


combatants, seems to appeal over a huge vase, much 
resembling those used in interring the dead, to a female ( <) 
wearing a long garment and a turban. Bhe is seated on 
a stool ])eating cymbals. 

% A lion disturbed in his feast off a bullock, by a man 
awned with club and hatchet. The costume of the human 
figure somewhat resembles that of the modern Arab : 
it consists of an abba thrown over the shoulders, a short 





timic, and a band of camehs hair roimd the head. The 
action of the lion roaring and lashing his tail with mane 
erect (although one paw is very rudely represented) is 
extremely spirited, and shews considerable knowledge of 
the lion on the part of the artist. , A fragment has been 
broken out, and again mended with bitumen. ■ 

8, This tablet is not flat like the others, hut is made 
with a projecting stand, and rounded at the back. Upon 
it is represented the figure with the conical head-dress, 
and long robes, usually seen upon small cyb'nders, and 
of whicli impressions occur; upon the inscribed tablets. 
One foot is placed on. a kind of stool, and the left hand 
holds a mace or some indescribable implement. Above 




THE DEATH OF TOGA. 



Clay Tablet from Siukara. 


be peraua<lod that it was not the lion himself, imtil they, 
one and all, declared positirely it was the lioness. Diir- 
iiig the day-time she lay quiet 
in the jungle hy the side of the 
K^ir, and was only seen once or 
twice hy a solitary shepherd. 
At night her approach was al- 
ways made known to ns hy the 
vehement harking of some half- 
- dozen dogs ' belonging to the 
Arabs, which gavefurious tongue 
at some distance from the camp. 
The lioness was too cunning for 
our amine guardians ; giradually 
their number decreased, until 
our greatest favourite, Toga, 
alone remained. Onf pitch dark 
night Toga was more energetic 
than usual in warning ns of our enemy’s position ; at last, 
apparently tired of his exertions, he returned sullenly into 
camp, and lay down close to my tent-ropes, growling 
audibly. Soon afterwards a sudden rush, followed hy two 
or three hounds, making the very ground tremble hke 
the galloping of horsemen, informed the whole encamp- 
ment that the dog-devourer was among us. Poor Toga 
was heard to give one stifled yelp, and all was over with 
our last guardian ; he was carried ofl* and demolished at 
a meal.- The insatiable monster had crouched behind the 
rubbish of an adjoining excavation, waiting her opportu- 
nity for the fatal spring. Her traces were next morning 
visible in the sand, passing within a few yards of a watch- 
fire, which was surrounded by a party of Arabs in full 
conclave. It may be imagined that, on the first notice of 
the dreaded beast’s approach, they were scattered hke a 
flock of sheep. The camp never recovered its composure 



A HUOT IN THE DAEK. 


again tliat niglit, and tiie following day’s work was but a 
sorry one. 

Fearing for the safety of tbe lioi’ses and camels, as soon 
as the animal made known her presence next evening, 1 
liiistily proposed an expedition against licr, and set out 
armed, with “Abd Sebain,” and Maliommed Agha, my 
cawas carrpng loaded guns. The Arabs were told to 
follow if they pleased. We crept silently to the siiimnit 
of the red mound, and halted to ascertain where the enemy 
lay. Hero Ovaiincs, Telhig (who had come to spend the 
evening with me), and Budda, as a matter of course, with 
a few of tliG Tuweyba, soon joined us, all armed vhtli 
spears. Telldg, undertaking the office of monitor, witli 
ominous voice reminded me that it was very dark, and 
that the wild beast was mad from the loss of her young, 
and from her continued taste of blood. Seizing me by 
the arm, and pointing to the spear which I carried, he 
exclaimed “ Beg I if the tufenk (gun) misses, what, in 
the name of Allah, is the use of that reed?” I was per- 
fectly sensible of the correctness of his remark, but was 
determined to proceed fiuther, if it were only to ascertain 
whether the hearts of my men were in their right places. 
We descended from the red mound, and advanced towards 
the foot of the great ruin ; but alas ! it became more and 
more evident, each step we proceeded, that, although 
Tell^g and the Arabs would have willingly bared their 
arms, tied up the sleeves of their zibbtlns, and followed 
me against a human enemy by daylight, they were' not 
disposed to attack an enraged lioness in the dread dark- 
ness of night. If the beast could have been seen in the 
distance, all would have made off full s])eed to tbe 
capap. Mahommed Agha could scarcely hold his gun from 
fear. At the base of the great secohd halt was 

called, and we' listened attentiy4fe> , 
heard to stir aapon^ 

A? life!?'" 
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A FALSE ALARM. 


next instant the queen of beasts uttered a loud roar; iiiy 
companions, with one accord, looked behind them to ascer- 
tain if the coast were clear. An instant afterwards her 
roar was again heard as she made olf in the distance, to 
the unspeakable relief of my companions-in-arms. 

In returning to camp, the Arabs determined to eke out 
their excitement by a piece of fun. At a conycnicnt 
distance a general shriek was raised, and all rushed 
towards the watchfires at full speed, as if the lioness 
were at our heels. The Aralis who remained in canqi, 
thinking such was really the case, ran out to give us 
auCcour, grasping their spears and singing their war-cry 
as usual. When the deception was discovered, a merry 
laughing ensued, and each man sang and danced with 
the excitement. In this scene the Arab character ap- 
peared without disguise. Unwilling to make an attack in 
cold blood and darkness upon a wild beast, those in camp 
'^’ere prepared to resist an attack, and to advance to the 
aid of their fellows, whom they supposed in danger. 
Tell^g, however, did not so soon forget the rashness of 
the enterprise ; he followed me into my tent, and ex- 
postulated with me on the subject. She is gone now,” 
said he, “ but will most assuredly attack and kill the 
first Ara1:> she meets, out of revenge for our attempt 
against her !” 


cHArrEii xxr. 

Trea,siu'05 found at Tel tSifr — duvojiile iMuttpadri — Medina — Yusuf and 
liis Exeavfitious at Tel Sifr — L{u;e;e L’olleetiou of Curio, sities in 
Copper — Private lleeord.s, itc. IddO — lYmale Excavators — The 
"Works in Chaldiea abruptly interrupted — Leave-taking — Grateful 
Labourers — Embarkation on the Euiihratos — River-craft and Am- 
pdiibious Arabs — “ The Mother of Masquitoes.” 

From Sinkara several large mounds are visible across 
the Shat-el-Kfihr, among wliich A])lah, El-Assdm, and 
Tel Sifr, are the most important. Having heard from 
the Tiiweyba promising accounts of tlie last-naine(J^ 
ruin, and of one more distant, called Medina, I paid 
them a tusit, and vms induced to send a coujile of work- 
ing parties, under the direction of overseers, to open 
trenches at positions I had marked out. At daybreak 
on the fourth day after their departure, a messenger 
arrived from Tel Sifr, with the information that a quan- 
tity of copper articles were discovered on the previous 
evening, as the men were leaving off work. I was pre- 
paring to set out at once, hut was iiiforme<l that the 
K^hr had risen so considerably as to render it impossible 
for me. to cross without a boat. While reflecting on the 
best plan to be adopted, a second messenger arrived with 
a basketful of the new-found treasures. . He informed 
me that there were as many as a mule's load , waiting to 
he conveyed across the Shat-d-Kito,' X He^^Had crossed ; 
with the copper ,pn. his - head 
his ( 





r 
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A. MESSENGER FROM MEDINA. 


While an Ai*ab was despatched to Tellag to borrow 
sheep-skins for a rafk OYannes proposed to ride off with- 
out delay and swim the stream on horseljack. This was 
the only method qf getting over the difficulty; so away 
he went, accompanied by an Arab on a mule, carrying 
the baskets which the cook used for the conveyance of 
his pots and kettles. He took wdth him a small box, a 
packet of paper, and a bag of cotton for wrapping u[) 
any fragile articles which might require especial care. 

He had scarcely disappeared when a third messenger 
arrived — ^this time from Medina — witli a small tablet of 
unbaked clay from the surface of a tomb. The poor 
fellow was shivering with ague, induced by fright, from 
encountering a lion by the way. He thought his last 
hcair arrived ; for the animal espied him, lashed his tail, 
and roared as he made towards the terrified Arab, who 
sank to the earth with a prayer for the protection of 
^llah. On waking from the stupor into which he had 
fallen, he discovered, to his great relief, that his prayer* 
was granted, and that the lion had disappeared ; he, 
therefore, lost no time in putting the river between him- 
self and the animal. The poor fellow arrived completely 
stricken with fear. 

Shortly afterwards I was met by a fourth messenger 
from Tel Sifr, who brought with him a very beautiful 
and quite perfect tablet of unbaked clay, as a specimen 
of “ kethlr ! kethir !” — “many I many !’' which had been 
just discovered. Ovannes bad not met this messenger, 
and, therefore, received a welcome surprise on reaching 
the Tel. The overseer, Yffsuf, was in the act of wrapping 
up the last of a large collection of beautiful tablets. 
Having exhausted aU tho stock of paper taken for the 
purpose, he was driven to the sad alternative of tearing 
up his blue calico trousers, and the skirts of his shirt, to 
supply the deficiency. Ovannes found him directing ope- 
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rations in Ins drawers. All the spoils were soon packed, 
and conveyed to the Bhat-el-E^iir upon the back yf the 
mule, which staggered under the weight of the burden, 
'rhey were there unloaded and carried in baskets across 
the riv^er on a inau’s head — the same who broke his collar 
bone a month previously I He was a tali strong man, and 
walked with the water jiist reaching to his muntb, while 
two i\j*abs swam on either side supporting him. 

Telhtg collected from the women of the Slianimar 
camp half-a-dozen water-skins, and, next morning at 
daybreak, they Avere sent down to the Shat-el-Khhr, 
where they were tied to a few pieces of -wood and 
tamarisk twigs, cut from the brushwood which grew at 
hand, and, in a few minutes, converted into a primitive 
kelek. The horses were soon stripped, a saddle-cloth 
was spread for my seat, and, with a “ bismiliali,” — “ in 
the name of God ” — I was*pushed off into the stream. At 
the point chosen for crossing, a large island divided the 
Shat-el-Kdhr into two parts. In the first branch the 
water reached to the shoulders of the two Arabs who 
guided the kelek before thorn. 

The horses were led over by then* groom, and the 
kelek made a second voyage for Ovannes and the saddles. 
It was then carried across the island to the larger branch 
of the stream, over which we Avere transported in a similar 
manner, except that, the channel being two hundred feet 
wide, deep, and with a rapid current, the kelekjis were 
obliged to swim, and we drifted a considerable distance 
together down the Shat. The horses were saddled, 
and we once more set off at a round pace in the direction 
pointed out as that of Tel Sifr, for it was irajjossible to 
see through a driAung sand-storm. After ridhxg about an 
hour, we. approached a. large momiil, whief^roved to be 
that of El Assim — ^much to "the our proper course. 

Being then I cleter- 
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THE YOUNG HEEO THE TUWEYBA. 


mined to visit tlie former place first, in order to see what 
had been done there. In^galloping ahmg, I was hailed 
by two shepherd boys, belonging to the inwin divisions of 
the Tuweyba trilie, whose tents were in tlie neighbour- 
hood. The older might be twelve, the younger ten years 
of age ; they were armed with clubs and spears. “ Stop, 
stop ! douT- be afraid ; we will not hurt you !” said they, 
jainning up, with their long hair streaming over their 
swarthy shoulders. “ It is you who should be afraid ; we 
are horsemen — ^you are on foot,” said I. Oh 1 ])ut -we 
don't fear two horsemen only, if there be no more ])ehind,” 
replied the younger little fellow, as he looked in the 
direction we had come. Pie was a fine intelligent boy, 
with spaikling black eyes, that betokened a future 
Sheitan, or dare-devil. But horsemen sometimes carry 
fire,” I replied, pointing to my holsters. “ Yes 1 I know 
fire kills, but that saddle cannot hurt,” he retorted, as he 
touched the leather case. “No! that cannot harm you, 
but this might,” said I, exposing the butt-end of a pistol. 
“ God is great !” exclaimed the young hero, as he coloured 
up, and drew himself a step back from the dreaded 
weapon. Being eventually assured that we were friends, 
they directed us towards Medina^ which we reached after 
a quarter of an hour's further ride, by which time the 
wind and dust had abated. 

The overseer, whom I had despatched to this ruin, 
was a very shrewd, active, and honest young fellow, 
named Hannah, a Chaldsean from Mosul, who had worked 
in the trenches at Nineveh. . He was one of my best 
men, and usually proved lucky; he was delighted to 
see me, but liis look at once announced that, on this 
occasion, his customary, good fortune had failed him. His 
numerous trenches had only yielded a single clay tablet, 
a few insignificant copper articles, and pottery of the 
forms common at Sinkara, among which were some pretty’ 



TUWEYBA ENCAMPMENT. 


Hpeeimens of the heil-sliaped drinking vase."" The fault 
was not Hamialfs : he had dug deeply and earnestly. 

The inountls were of considerable extent, riiiiiiiiig in a 
line iTom soutli-west to nortli-east. Tliore was notliiiig 
to shew that i\ledina had Iteen more tlian a small 
cemetery. It uhouiided in brick vaults, similar to those 
at Biiikara, one of which contained no less than four 
skeletons, lying one upon the other. TJio workmen were 
afraid of the solitude ; there were no Arabs in the neigh- 
bourhood, rso tliat they Averc oldiged to sleep at night in 
the tombs which they had discoA^ered during tlio da}'. A 
dismal place it certainly Avas, AAuth an unhonuded view of 
marsh towards the south-east, and a desert hearing an 
abundant crop of ancient remains, in every other direction. 
The water reached to the base of the mound — a perfect 
dead sea — without reeds, or other eAudence of vegetation 
appearing on its salt-incrusted shore. The Arabs pointed 
out Shatrat in the distance, but it was far beyond my 
Ausion. They begged hard to be alloAved to return, and, 
there being no great prospect of a successful issue in 
fuifher excavations, their request was granted. A minute 
or two sufficed to pack up their* property, and to turn 
their faces campAcards. 

From Medina I galloped to Tel Sifr, at the foot of 
Avhich Avas encamped a numerous body of the Tuweyba 
tribe. Their black tents were low and small, but aiTanged 
in long lines, at regular distances, after a more systematic 
manner than any Arab camp I ever saw. The denizens 
were a Avild race, but among them I noticed many 
remarkably fine men and women' — ^the latter Avith huge 
nose-rings, and other ornaments of gold and , silver. 
Unlike my Avorkmen, who AYer© eAddently ctf - the lowest 

* Ous'of'Whidb- at pa^ ^ 

t Shatra is a taad village among thi& — a species 

of mai'ket-town for this inhabi-|atits,t^of saa 
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DISCOVERY OE COPPER ARTICLES. 


class, tlicy appeared well-fed, and otherwise in good con- 
dition ; the men Avere lolling about at their ease, basking 
in the sun, or sitting by the side of the Avomen, AAdio AA’-ere 
generally engaged in spinning. Their countenances boro 
a strong resemblance to our English gipsies. There Awas 
an air of (luiet repose about the scene, quite charming 
to me after the npisy squabbles which ensued after each 
day’s excavations on the ruins. The arrival of a Firenghi 
might have been an everyday occurrence, for they scarcely 
stiiTed from their occupations; while in other more civilised 
tribes men, Avomen, and children would have collected 
round, in gaping astonishment. 

Ydsuf and his gang were hard at Avork, covered with 
perspiration and dust; they had cut some enormous 
gashes into the little conical mound, AAiiich crowns a Ioav 
platform noAv-here exceeding forty feet above the desert. 
With the exception of the cone, the Avhole surface of the 
platform, which was of much less extent than Sinkara, 
was completely burrowed by old Budda and his grave- 
hunting fraternity. The dead were buried here also in 
oblong brick graves, for the most part vaulted, and 
painted red inside. The name of Tel “ Sifr ’’ is derived 
from the numerous “ copper ” articles found by the Arabs 
in the vaults, and was still more appropriate after 
Ydsiifs excavations. 

A trench w’-as dug into the south-east side of the prin- 
cipal mound, according to instructions, and soon came 
against a brick wall, which, from its position, supported 
by a three-feet buttress, and its elevation in two-inch 
gradines, was evidently the exterior of a building. Its 
thickness was not ascertained, but it encased an internal 
mass of mud brickwork, as explained by some other 
trenches. Following this wall- for a distance of about 
six feet, the workmen discovered a number of copper 
articles arranged along it, A^'■hich foi.-m a A^'ery curious 



IMPLEMENTS OF COPPER. 


and quite unique collection, consisting of large chal- 
drons, vases, small dishes, and dice-boxes (i) ; ham- 
mers, chisels, adzes, and hatchets ; a large assortment of 
knives and. daggers of various sizes and shapes — all un- 
finished ; massive and smaller rings ; a pair of prisoner’s 
fetters ; three links of a strong chain ; a ring weight ; 
several plates resembling horses’ shoes, divided at the heel 
for the insertion of a handle, ami having two holes in 
each for pins ; other plates of a different sluqie, which 
were proliahly primitive hatchets ; an ingot of coppef, 
and a great weight of dross from the same smelted 
metal.''' There was likewise a small fragment of a 
bitumen bowl overlaid with thin copper; and a piece 
of lead. 

The conclusion arrived at from an inspection of these 
implements and articles is, that they were the stock-in- 
trade of a coppersmith, whose forge was close at hand, 
hut the explanation of their connexion with the public 
edifice, near which they were discovered, is by no means 
clear. They are well and skilfully wrought. One of the 
hatchets p}articularly attracted my notice, being of the 
same form as that represented on the tablet of the man 
attacking the lion ;t the articles which I conceive to be 
dice-boxes, precisely resemble those of mode.m form ; 
the knives were all adhering together en masse^ their 
rough broad edges proving that they were never finished 
by the cutler. The total absence of iron in the older 
ruins imphes that the inhabitants were unacquainted 
with that metal, or at any rate that it was seldom worked. 
Many of the copper implements above enumerated ajppear 
to be but little adapted to the object for which lluy wore 
fashioned. Copper was particularly, used in the Taf)er- 

* The •wliole of 'the articles obtained from Tel Sifr are deposited in the 
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TABLETS m ENVELOPES. 


and Temple of the Jews, and, it may be, that this 
metal was specially chosen for sacrificial purposes, whi(;h 
might account for its a]3unclant discoAniy in connexion 
with tlie edifice — a temple — against the wall of which 
the implements were found. At any rate, the entiin 
absence of iron, and the curious shapes of many articles, 
point to a primitive age for their origin. 

The actual date of these copper objects is, however, to 
be inferred from that of the “ enveloped” clay tablets 
which were found close to them. 

These records were arranged with much care. Three 
mud bricks were laid down in the form of the capital 
letter U. The largest tablet, measuring six-and-a-quarter 
inches long and three inches vide, was placed upon 
this foundation, and the two next in size at right angles 
to it. The rest were piled upon them and also upon 
the bricks — ^the whole being surrounded by a reed 
matting, traces of which were still visibly adhering to 
many of the tablets. They were covered by three un- 
baked bricks, which accounts for the perfect preserva- 
tion of so many. Several were found broken, but the 
fragments were carefully collected. There must have 
been, in all, about one hundred, of which seventy are 
either quite perfect or hut slightly damaged. 

Each tablet was inscribed in minute, compheated 
characters of Babylonian, cuneiform, and afterwards 
placed in an envelope of the same material. That this 
thin layer of unbaked clay should have remained entire 
during so many centuries under a slight covering of earth, 
appears almost incredible ! It is also strange that the 

* ‘^Ancl lie made all tile vessels -of the altar, the pots and the shovels, and 
the basins, and the flesh-hdofes, and- the fire-pans ; all the vessels thereof 
■ made he of brass.” - Exodus xxxviii. gives a full account of the altar of 
burnt-offei-iug and its vessels — ^brass being the prinoipaih metal employed. 
By brass we must understand copper, because the factitious metal was 
unknown at that early age. 
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envelope Lad infinitely more pains l>esto\ved upon it than 
the internal record, which, it is iiatimal to suppose, was 


Unbaked Clay Tablet and Its Envalopo. 

the important document. Upon each side are inscribed 
about twenty lines of inscription, commencing from a 
broad margin on the left. Along the margin and upon 
all the four edges of the envelope are distinct impressions 
of cylindrical seals, which likewise cover the wdiole surface 
of the writing. The woodcut shews one of the taldets, 
with a portion of the envelope removed.'^ 

These remarkable tablets have not been critically 
examined, so that I am unable to guess at the reason of 
the envelope having so much more elaborate pains 
bestowed upon it than upon the tablet itself. Sir Henry 
Eawlinson pronounced them, after a cursory examination, 
to be the documents of private persons in' the time of the 
Chaldean Kings Kihammm’abi and Shamsu-Ilnna (whose 
name he then met with for the first time), about. l.'iOO b.g., 
which nearly corresponds with the date of tJie departure 
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Yiisuf’s excavations were much more lively and amus- 
ing than such works generally are. Their proximity to 
the Arab camp induced a number of' the Tuweyba 
women and children to gather round their friends and 
relations. The females in their deep blue and red gowns 
sat spinning and chattering at the edge of the trench, and 
the younger part of the community, in dress of nature’s 
own providing, gamboled round them, or stood watching 
when any object was being minutely examined. 

In addition to the enveloped tablets and copper arti- 
cles, Tel Sifr produced a third novelty — two girls were 
carrying baskets of earth from the trench. One, a very 
pretty lass of sixteen or thereabouts, had begged so hard 
for work to support her old, infirm mother and three 
young brothers and sisters, that Ydsuf could not resist 
the appeal. The second girl was jealous of the first one 
earning money, and therefore offered her services, which. 
Yusuf accepted in order to countenance the other. They 
were great favourites among the men who, with more 
kind feeling than the Arabs usually exhibit towards their 
women, picked out for them the smallest baskets, which 
they never wholly filled. 1 observed to Yusuf that they 
carried their loads with infinitely greater ease and speed 
than the men, and that they discharged three baskets of 
earth while the men lazily emptied but two. Yusuf 
grinned and declared he wished aU his labourers were 
women, because they were not only quicker in their 
movements, but more manageable. Much merriment was 
created by my ordering all the men out of the trench 
and announcing my intention to employ only women for 
the future, while I paid a deserving compliment to the 
ladies. . _ ! 

A few days after this little, excursion, a termination 
was put to my researches amid the antiquities of Chal- 
doea by events over which T had no control. The great 
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mound at Sinkara liad yielded a series of Mglily inter- 
esting historical annals in its bricks and cylinders, and, 
there ])eing reason to anticipate the discovery of much 
more ancient records at a greater depth, I was anxious 
to continue the excavations, but in this I was destined 
to be sadly disappointed. The continued rise of the 
marshes from the overflowing of the Shat-el-Kdlir, an- 
nounced that the whole of Chaldsea would be in a few 
weeks covered with the inundations, and warned me to 
effect an escape while it was possible to do so. The 
Arabs foresaw, in the rise of the waters, a period put to 
the acute miseries they had endured for several succes- 
sive seasons, and could no longer be restrained from 
quitting me to commence the cultivation of their grounds 
before they were submerged. It would have been an 
act of cruelty to detain them longer. Azayiz and Hen- 
nayin, Budcla and a few inveterate grave-diggers alone 
remained with me, and it was evident that they too 
desired to depart, Tell%, in whom my hopes of con- 
tinuing the excavations might have rested, came to in- 
foim me that he had entered into an agreement with the 
Beni Hdcheym tribes to quit the ground he then occupied 
near Sinkara, and to retire across the Shat-el-Kiihr 
further into the Jezireh. His camels had already de- 
parted for their new pasture grounds. Thus there ap- 
peared every hkelikood of my being left in solitary pos- 
session of the ruins, because, without means to convey 
away my spoils, I was unable to move. My provisions, 
moreover, were just exhausted, and there w^as no pros- 
pect, under circumstances, of a fresh supply. I was, 
therefore, reluctantly obliged to sacrifice my wishes to 
absolute necessity, and to suspend the works both at 
Sinkara and Tel Sifr. 

On stating my dilemma to TeU^, fie promised to send 
some of his camels back agaipiiBpf niy aonpmmodation, 
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and in two days he not only redeemed his word, hut 
himself returned with the animals, and on the following 
morning my little caravan was once more in motion 
towards the Euplirates. For the aid he had rendered 
me, Tellagwas content with the present of an eniln'oidered 
ahba, and our parting embrace was one of mutual 
esteem. The friendshi}!, begun under veiy unpropitious 
circumstances, had proved of infinite value in tlie ar- 
rangement of my plans, and I therefore took leave of 
my Bedouin protector with regret. Such of my work- 
men as had remained faithful from the commencement, 
were rcAvarded with the present of a spade, or a trifling 
Arab coin. They had not anticipated such generosity, 
and were overwhehned with gratitude and delight; 
Giinza almost cried through excess of joy, and exclaimed 
that, with the sum he had saved and what I then gave 
him, he wmuld be able to pay a debt of fifteen sh^mies, 
and have, moreover, three to spare 1 As I mounted my 
horse, they hung round me, kissed my hands and gar- 
ments, and clung sorrowfully to my stirrups. Hastily 
bidding them adieu, I cantered after the baggage. On 
turning round at some distance to take a last look at the 
mounds, I saw the party sitting on the ruins of the temple 
of Pharra, — and there they continued to sit until their 
diminishing forms were finally lost to my sight. 

Azayiz and Hennayin being desirous of preferring 
some request to the Governor of Semava on behalf of the 
Tuwuyba tribe, accompanied me to the banks of the 
Euphrates. A great change was taking place in the 
aspect of the country; many old channels and water- 
courses, w-hich I had been accustomed to see empty 
and dry, were now rapidly filling with river wuter. In 
many spots it reached up to my saddle-girths, proving 
the propiety of the step I had taken in ending the 
excavations. Within the space of a week, or less, passage 
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in that direction, or indeed in any other, would have 
Ixjon impracticahle. Hennayin, as he walked ])y iny 
side, broke out into frequent exclamations of delight at 
the sight of little runners of the vivifpng fluid as it 
trickled along, gradually filling the canals, “is not this 
a ])eautiful country V’ he cojiitinually exclaimed, while 
he looked up into my face with uudouljted signs of 
gratification. 

In anticipation of niy return, two native vessels were 
engaged to convey my party and treasiires to Busrah. 
The horses, mules, and grooms occupied one, while . the 
antiquities were stowed away in the second, which carried 
myself and immediate attendants. While the embarka- 
tion was being effected, I was in full enjoyment of the 
scene before me. After the dust and barren dreariness 
of the ruins, nothing could exceed the beauty and luxury 
of that river side and its now verdant hanks. The shouts 
and squabbles of the Arabs about the daily division of 
their pay were ceased, and in their stead hec-eaters, 
king-fishers, herons, pigeons, hawks, and other birds, in 
aU their bright and varied plumage, were flying about, 
uttering their several cries, and luxuriating in their 
native element, scarcely deigning to notice the presence 
of human beings. 

When all were embarked, I bade the Tuweyba chief 
and his brother-in-law adieu, — ^the cable was hauled in, — 
the sails set before a fair wind, — and, with a thousand 
invocations to God and Mohammed, my little fleet was 
wafted rapidly down the stream. The boats used by the 
natives for the navigation of the Mesopotamian rivers 
are huge clumsy craft, built of Indian teak, 
tons burden. They have high sten:^;Wit 
quarter-deck, from the top of whiA 
a primitive ru ^ - 

cross spars, roi 


; the captain. 
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giving his orders and smoking his cliilnik, during the 
Hvelong day, unless disturbed by unforeseen circiun- 
stances from his wonted calm; in which cases he rises, 
pipe in hand, and claims implicit obedience from his 
crew by the utterance of a torrent of abuse in richly- 
flowing Arabic, which is so admirably adapted to that 
purpose. Each vessel is supplied with a single tall mast, 
and huge square sail. In floating down the stream, or 
in sailing before a favourable breeze, the ungainly vessel 
goes glibly along; but when the wind is foul, or the 
course against the stream, the crew strip, flounder to the 
shore, and take the place of brute beasts at the tow-rope. 
The crew of an Ai’ab vessel is an amphibious race — quite 
as much in the water as out of it. Dee]3 streams have 
to be crossed, or shoals avoided in their tracking, and 
many an hour has to be spent in shoving their craft off 
a shallow sand-bank. The life of a Tigris “ tracker” is 
as hard as can well be imagined. 

Cleanliness is unknown in the cabin of an Arab 
vessel. The flooring, sides, and ceiling are begrimed 
with grease, and stained with smoke, — ^there is scarcely 
room to stand upright, — the boards are pierced with rats^ 
holes, and small vermin issue from every crevice. Add 
to these annoyances, the incessant creaking of the un- 
wieldy rudder and its appliances, — the intolerable noise 
made in tacking, — ^the frequent prayers to Mohammed for 
propitious winds and weather, mingled wdth wild songs 
wdthout the slightest pretension to be called musical, — 
and it may be conceived that a stranger to the navigation 
of the Mesopotamian rivers passes a sleepless and dis- 
turbed flrst night oh board an Arab vessel. 

Fortunately the wind was favourable, so that we 
anchored at Siik-esh-sheioukh soon after midnight, by 
which arrangement there was a welcome cessation to, 
at least, the noisy portion of the annoyances. It was 
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my intention to liave paid my respects to the Sheikh of 
the Muntefik, and to have thanked him for the pro- 
tection he had afforded me ; hut the captain desired 
to take advantage of tlie fair, wind while he might. 
Quitting our anchorage at day dawn, we sailed at a 
merry rate down the Euphrates, and in two hours passed 
Umm-el-Buk— ‘‘the Mother of Mosquitoes” — the head 
of the vast inundation which from this point spreads out 
in every direction like a continuous sea. The channel 
of the Euphrates was only to he distinguished from the 
surrounding water by a narrow strip of hank, or hy a 
line of date-trees along its margin. Here and there the 
flood might he seen rushing in a roaring cascade from 
the river into the marshes beyond it ,* at such points all 
the skiU of the captain and crew was required to prevent 
our being carried through the break. Torr^das were 
busily employed in conveying the little property of the 
Arabs from their previous settlements, which were being 
speedily covered hy the increasing waters. Throughout 
the day the same monotonous deluge presented itself; 
hut we continued on our course without intermission, 
at midnight passing Korna, where the stream of the 
Tigris joins that of the Euphrates, and from whence their 
combined waters flow onwards to the Persian Gulf, under 
the name of the Shat-el-Aiih. A thick forest of luxuriant 
date-trees fringes the hank on either side of the noble 
river, which supplies innumerahle canals for their nourish- 
ment, and for the cultivation of cereals, which flourish 
in large quantities even beneath the shade of the 
palms. The ebb and flow of the tide is perceptible 
twenty miles above Korna — ^qnite eighty miles from the 
Persian Gulf. ' 

At noon the following day, two of, horses were dis- 
embarked at bhe little '^ullage, ef . opposite to 

the creek which flows to a* single ser- 
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vant, I rode across the desert to Mohammerah. The 
vessels meanwhile proceeded on their course to meet me 
in the Hafar canal, or branch of the Persian river Kardii, 
which flows past that city towards the Shat-el-Arab.'''" 

■* Tho collection of antiquities, made during my second visit to Warka, 
was despatched from hence to England at the end of Ain-il 1850 ; and my 
report on tho subject, accompanied by Mr ChurchiU’s beautiful drawings 
and x>lans, was then likewise forwarded to tlie British iMuscum. 


CHAPTER XXII 


llolianiiiierali — -Iiiteuse Heat— Sickness — Legion of Blood-suckers — 
Colony of AlexaiKlor tlie Great — Cliavax — -Tlie Delta of tlie 'I’igris 
and Euplu'ates — Disputes between tlie Turks and Persians — The 
Cha’b Arabs and their TeiTitories. 

The camps of tlie Commissioners for the demarcation 
of the Tnrco-Persian frontier were pitclied in the ojjen 
desert, at the distance of a mile from the date-groves, 
where it was supposed they would he free from the 
miasma arising from the decomposition of noxious matter 
during the period of low tides. From the account given 
of Mohamiiierali liy Captain Selby ''' in his Memoir on the 
Ascent of the Karun in 1842, it was generally supposed 
to be an extremely healthy locality. The lengthened 
stay which the Commissions made on the spot proved, 
however, the contrary to be the case : continued sick- 
ness pervaded the whole four 'camps ; food could not be 
retained upon the stomach long after a meal ; and a 
general state of debility naturally ensued. This could 
not be attributed to the style of living ; because each 
party followed its own customs : — ^the Russians took 
their little doses of cognac, and ate their national 
caviare, — the English abjured fruit, and the Onentals 
lived upon it. Captain Jones and th^ of the 

Xitocris, on* their arrival each manth. J|fehd4d, 
were seized mth the same meal saw 

* Journal of Royal Geogr. ^ 223. 
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some of our party obliged to make a precipitate retreat 
from tbe table; and yet no one was seriously ill. 

Besides this curious endemic, there were other causes 
which rendered the region around Mohammerah by no 
means a desirable place of residence. The heat was 
intense, day and night, — in June rising to 124° Fahr. 
in, the shade. It was of that peculiarly moist nature 
which prevails on the sea-coast of India, and more 
especially on the shores of the Persian Gulf, bathing 
the clothes in a continual state of perspiration. At 
Baghdad the heat is great ; but, being uninfluenced 
by the moisture of the distant sea, the atmosphere is 
extremely dry, and the thermometer, consequently, much 
less affected than at Mohammerah. Another source of 
disquietude was the myriad of gigantic mosquitoes 
which about sunset issued from the date-groves, and made 
a violent onslaught upon the camps. We could hear them, 
in the distance, approaching with an intolerable buzz, and, 
in a few seconds afterwards, it was' no uncommon sight 
to behold a party at dinner rush for protection to the 
confined atmosphere of the tents. No one could endure 
the virulence of their bites, — our light clothing was 
pierced instantaneously by their formidable probosces, 
and no earthly endurance could bear the torment inflicted 
at the same moment on the sensitive parts of the body. 
Gloves and boots were of no avail, — ^they bored through 
the former at once, and found their way over the tops of 
the latter. Besting at night was a sheer impossibility ; 
under a net was the heat of an oven, — outside of it a 
legion of blood-suckers. 

No wonder that all desired a speedy release from the 
miseries endured at this Ultima Thule of the frontier; but 
w’-e were destined long to hope in vain. 

Mohammerah owes its foundation, it is said, to Alexander 
the Great. In order to avoid the necessity of sailing 
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down tlie Euloens (tlie modem Kanin) to tlie Persian 
Gulf, and afterwards coasting up to the mouth of the 
Tigris, he caused an artificial cutting to he made between 
the two rivers, which is still to be recognised in the HafUr^'^ 
now flowing past Mohammerah. Previously to this, the 
Kirriin appears to have discharged its waters by one or 
both of the channels called Klior Kobb^n and Khor 
Bahineh-sliii*,t through a low promontory into the Persian 
Gulf. The site of M’ohammerah was fixed at the junction 
of the Eulgeus and Tigris upon the sea-shore. At this point 
Alexander built an artificial mound, and transferred to it 
a colony from the ruined Persian city of Durine, leaving 
a garrison of those soldiers who were unfit for service. 
He named the place Alexandria after himself, and the sur- 
rounding country was called Pellseum after the city where 
he was born. The town was afterwards destroyed by the 
invasion of the rivers, but was rebuilt by Antiochua, 
and hence called Antiochia. It was again ruined, as be- 
fore, and a third time restored by an Arab king Spasines, 
son of Sogdonacus, who erected great dams, wharves, and 
causeways, calling it after himself, Charax of Spasines. 

It was the birthplace of Dionysius the geographer, 
whom the Eoman emperor Augustus sent to obtain in- 
formation on the country for the instruction of his eldest 
son, who was about making an expedition to Armenia 
against the Parthians. 

Th^province of Characine, whose capital was Charax, 
appears to have especially flourished under the dominion 
of the sub-Parthian kings. The British Museum pos- 
sesses several remarkal^le copper coins referred to the 
kings of that province; they bear rude G^eek legends, in 


* “ HaMr,” in Arabic, means ‘‘ di^er, 
t Eor further information on tbis fppi 
Journal of the Royal Geogr. Society, v 
near, p. 293. 
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connexion with "busts of peculiar character, diadems, long 
peaked curled beards, and the enormous coifFimes, so 
characteristic of remains from Warka. 

Charax was named Kerkhi Mis^n, and Asterabad by 
the Sassanians, and Maherzi by the early Arabs. 

The site is highly interesting in a geological as well as 
an historical point of wiew. It is an instance of an 
oceanic delta gaining, with almost unprecedented riipidity, 
upon tile sea. According to the statement of Pliny, the 
original site of Charax was two thousand paces from the 
sliore, but, in consequence of the rapid accumulation of 
mud annually produced by the rivers, in the time of Juba 
II., king of Mauritania (25 B.c.), it stood fifty miles in- 
land. There is, of course, much exaggeration in Pliny’s 
information; but, if we take the trouble of comparing the 
historical accounts of the early Greek, Latin, and Moham- 
medan authors, the increase of land at the delta of the 
Tigris and Euphrates may be distinctly traced. Since 
the commencement of our era there has been an incre- 
ment at the extraordinary rate of a mile in about ‘seventy 
years, which far exceeds the growth of any existing delta. 
This rapid increase is accounted for by the deposit of the 
river mud in the confined basin of the guK, where, instead 
of being washed away by currents, as in an open ocean, 
it is driven back by the returning tide, and formed 
into a gently shelving bank, perceptible at a consider- 
able distance from the embouchure of the river^ The 
comparatively recent formation of the country around 
Mohammerah is evident from the remains of fluvia- 
tile and marine ' shells, which occur abundantly upon a 
soil highly impregnated with saline efflorescences. These 
semi-fossils are identical with species now living in the 
adjacent rivers and in the Persian Gulf. 

About the middle of the last century, when the Per- 
* Liber vi. 27. 
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sian empire taiis tlirown into confusion by tlie assassina- 
tion of tlie great Nadir Sbali, tlie Cli^’b Arabs, frcm the 
marshes at the junction of the Tigris and Eupliratcs, 
attacked the Persian tribe of Afshar, and eventually ex- 
pelled them from their possessions on the estuary of the 
S1iat-el-Ara].» and Ktiruii, Kerim Khaii, the successor of 
Nadir Shah, after a fruitless attempt to regain the valuable 
territory, was compelled to abandon it to its new (»ccu- 
piers. Sheikh Salman, the head of the Cliab Arabs, 
aware of the importance of the position tlms actpiired, 
rpiickly raised a fleet, and hmg hold his ground against 
both Turks and Persians, making piratical attacks on 
vessels in the Persian G-ulf, among which he succeeded in 
capturing some British vessels. Tribute, or rather pish- 
kdsh (present), is, however, now exacted from the ChaT, 
whenever the Shah or his provincial governors possess 
sufficient force for the purpose, and the amount varies in 
ratio to the power exercised. 

The value of Mohammerah as a commercial position 
was established by Sheikh ThAinir, the great-grandson of 
Salmon, who opened it as a free port, thereby inflicting 
serious damage on the revenues of the Turkish customs at 
Busrah: hence arose the dispute concerning the place 
between the Turks and Persians. "Alf Pasha finding his 
income considerably diminished, determined on attacking 
the enterprising sheikh ; an expedition was consequently 
fitted out, and the town, with all its valuable contents, 
destroyed. The Persians being naturally under obliga- 
tion to support the sheikh, and defend what they re- 
garded as Persian soil, the dispute waxed warm between 
the two powers, and the chief of the Chl^’b, meanwhile, 
assumed a very independent position, although nominally 
under the Turks. His place of resideuice was at Fdlilhiyya, 
but the' custody of Mohammerah, was to Sheikh 

JaTer, who acted as his agents; g^ually acquired 
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an enormous fortune. On tlie death of Sheikh Th4mir, he 
was succeeded by his son Fdris, the present head of the 
Cha b, and Sheikh Ja’ber has raised himself to be almost 
independent of his natural chief. 

By the treaty of Erzerdm, however, it was agreed that 
hlohammerah should be finally made over to the Per- 
sians ; l)ut, on its being proposed, when the Commis- 
sioners met upon the spot, to carry out the spirit of the 
treaty, an unexpected difficulty presented itself. The 
Turkish Commissioner, in most lav^yer-like manner, 
argued, like Po7tia in the MercJimit of Venice, 

“ This houd doth give thee here no jot of blood ; 

The words expressly are, a pound of flesh. 

Then take thy bond — take thou the pound of flesh.” 

According to the letter of the deed, he was content to 
deliver up the town, but not an inch of the surrounding 
territory. Here, however, the similitude ended. Con- 
ference followed conference on this momentous question. 
Dervish Pasha stood his ground, and would consent to 
no other terms ; whereupon Mirza Jdffir Khdn instigated 
Sheikh Ja'ber to raise the Persian fiag upon the walls of 
Mohammerah. Thus there was danger, at the very 
outset of the Commissioners’ assembling, that the whole 
affiair would fall to the ground, and bring about a recom- 
mencement of hostilities. Fortunately, European counsel 
was listened to ; the obnoxious flag was removed, the 
point at issue referred to the four governments for 
decision, and it was ultimately resolved that a careful 
survey should be taken of the whole frontier line, and 
that all disputed questions should be left for future 
discussion. 

In its i^resent state, Mohammerah consists of a wretched 
assemblage of huts, containing about three hundred 
families, and is tolerably furnished with bazaars. On the 
settlement of the pending controversy, the place will. 
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from, its naturally advantageous position, soon heeome 
the great emporium of commerce between India, Turkey, 
and the south-western provinces of Persia ; but, under 
the present aspect of affairs, there is Httle immediate 
prospect of its advancement. 

Sheikh Jah^er is a shrewd calculating Aral), fixr be- 
yond his race in intelligence and civilization. Possessed 
of several vessels, he carries on an extensive trade 
with Mxiscat and Bombay, and can bring into the field a 
considerable force of horsemen and musketeers. His 
riches and influence are so great, that, in case of a mis- 
understanding with his superior, Sheikh Ja’ber would 
be a formidable rival for the chieftainship of the whole 
tribe. 

The Ch^’b Arabs are a tall, warlike race, with swarthy 
countenances, and an expression' which denotes a strong 
infusion of Persian blood. In dress, they rather adopt 
the Persian than the Arab costume. The national black 
and white striped abba is thrown over the blue cotton 
tunic and short drawers of the Persian, while an ample 
black turban, tied in the peculiar fashion of Sinister and 
Bizffil, shields the visage from the sun. Each man 
carries an immense long musket slung over his shoulder, 
a sword, and round target of tough hulTs hide, studded 
with large copper nails or bosses. They are a brave, but 
cruel race, far inferior to the Bedouin in every manly 
and noble quality. 

The district occupied by the Ch4’b Arabs constitutes 
the largest part of the Persian province of Khfizistin, 
‘‘ the land of sugar — ^the name being derived from the 
cultivation of that plant, which was extensively carried 
on here in former times. It is, howCYm-, usually deno- 
minated Arilbist^, from its inhabitfeLts. ' ' ' 

The CU’V^ extend from oh the 
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south, to an imaginary northern line, drawn from the 
Shat-el-Arah aboTe Biisrah, to the Kariin, midway 
between Ahwaz and Ismaili, forming a junction with the 
tribes of the Beni L4m and of Hawiza, — thence the 
line follows the left bank of the Kardn, to a point above 
the village of Wais. From this, the eastern boundary 
extends along the Zey thn Hills to the river Hiiidi}^nui, and 
down its course to the sea. On the west, they 2 }ossess a 
small strip of land upon the farther bank of the Shat-el- 
Arab, from its mouth to near the town of Busrah. 

During the early part of om mission, Khuzistan was 
governed by a Georgian Christian, named Suleyman 
Khaii, whose justice and moderation rendered him a 
general hivourite with all classes of his subjects. JSTot- 
withstandiug their fanatical dispositions, and his despised 
religion, they were eloquent in his praise ; and it spoke 
well for the feelings of all classes — ^froni the Shih to the 
Arab cultivator— that a Christian governor should be 
tolerated in the most fanatical of all Mohammedan 
countries. In my own intercourse, however, with the 
Persians, I .did not always meet with the same toleration ; 
and I can onl^r account for their endinance of Suleyman 
Kh^n in consequence of his sterhng qualities, and, above 
all, of the Shah’s Supreme will. 

admirable memoir “ On the Province of Khtizistd,n,” in the Journal of the 
Royal Geographical Society, vol. xvi., p. 36, et seq. ; and likewise Baron de 
Bode’s “ Travels in Ldristto and Ardbistdn,” vol. ii., p. 110. 
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Setting out for Susa — Tlic Sulky Fenyinan — Coffeo-caps and lufidols — 
Alin'jlz — False Alarm — Sinister — I)ila]>idation and Dirt — Sliupdr 
and the Captive Emperor Yalei-iau — Their Grand Hydraulic Works 
— Festivities at Shuster — Tea — ^Thc Forbidden Beverage — Climate 
of ^Shuster — Failure in Diplomacy. 


As soon as my collection of antiquities obtained at 
Warka was desj^atclied to England, Colonel Williams 
desired me to visit Susa, and endeavour to make excava- 
tions at tlie mounds wliick are well known to exist at 
that locality. I was particularly instructed to be careful 
in my dealings with the natives, and to desist from any 
attempt at carrying out the project, if it were productive 
of opposition from any quarter. As the ruins had never 
been surveyed, it was desirable that a plan should he at 
once made, which might be turned to account in the 
event of researches being made on the spot. IVIr Churchill, 
my companiou on the previous journey through Meso- 
potamia, gladly availed himself of the permission 
accorded to him of joining me in the expedition, and I 
was only too delighted to take advantage of his knowledge 
of the language, and his agreeable society. 

Letters were furnished me by the British , aJijd '^e 
Persian Commissioners to Suleyman Khto '^e 
authorities at Shhster and DizfCd — ^tl]i6;fewq 
cities in the plains of Ar^bisl^, , Sbltn 

likewise sent one -'pf ^hif ^ and 
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to ensiixe us a certain degree of respect from his coimtiy- 
men. Thus provided we once more bid adieu to our 
friends, and set out on our travels, delighted beyond 
measure to escape from the feverish heat and del^ilitating 
atmosphere of Mohammerah. 

In order to avoid the intensity of the sun, it was 
necessary to start early, so as to rest for a few hours at 
noon, and again resume the journey when the heat had 
somewhat abated. Our general course was north-easterly, 
along the banks of the K4run, but, during our first day’s 
ride, we only touched upon it at a single point, and again 
took the direct route, sleeping at night upon the arid 
floor of the desert. On the following morning we once 
more reached the river at a ruined tomb called Imam 
Sebli’, enshrouded in a deep grove of date-trees ; the 
banks of the K4rfin being also fringed with a thick forest 
of fine tamarisks, which gradually sloped to the river brink. 

At mid-day we arrived opposite to the Arab village of 
Ismaili, Avhere a ferry-boat is established for passengers. 
"Wliether the Arabs were taking their siesta, or whether 
they were indisposed to move instantaneously at the beck 
of every traveller who might present himself at the 
water’s edge, it is difficult to say, but, notvothstanding all 
our shouting, threats, entreaties, and firing of pistols, the 
Charon of Ismaili refused to appear. Having no other 
alternative but to wait the pleasure of that worthy, an 
awning was hastily raised, under which we fell asleep to 
while away the time. Patience always has its reward ; 
so in this case, after waiting four hours, a man paddled 
over the stream in a small boat to ascertain what we 
wanted, although he might have heard every word spoken 
by us on the opposite side. A messenger was then sent 
across to the sheikh to say that we carried letters from 
the Elchi (ambassador) at Mohammerah to the governor 
of the province, and that the ferry-boat must be sent over 
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witlioiit fartlier delay. After levelling scnne al>use at 
Cliri.stiaiirf, C-liaron at leugtli aj)peared witli a large hullv, 
into wliicli tlie latggage was tumbled, ourselves taking up 
a positio]! on the top of tlie pile. The horses and mules 
swam the liver, and the whole party was soon lauded in 
safety on tlie left bank below the village. 

The sheikh probably thought he had eari'ied liis dis- 
respect too for, and now came out on a beautiful mare to 
receive his guests ; but we took no notice of him. Not 
until we had made all the necessary arrangements about 
the pitching of om tents and disposal of the baggage, did 
we deign to teU him, in the hearing of his people, that 
the elclii should be informed of our un courteous reception. 
His excuse was that he was not aware we were waiting 
for the boat, and that the ferryman could not he found. 
After several refusals, we at length condescended to 
accompany him to his hut. We were then conducted to 
a dirty yard, where, under the scanty shade of a few 
houghs, sat a party of filthy Cha’h, imwiUing to shew the 
slightest respect to the Christian strangers until the sheikh 
requested them to rise. Then, and then only, they made 
a feint of gettiug up from their greasy mats. Coffee was 
made and handed in a cracked cup, with a large piece out 
of the edge, from which we both drank. It had been 
purposely chosen, for no sooner was it carried to the door 
than it was broken to pieces, being pronounced nedjis,” ‘ 
unclean” from having touched our infidel lips ! It was 
impossible to resist the temptation of saying that washing 
would have had equal effect, and that then the expense 
of a new cup would have been spared to the sheildi’s 
pocket ! Such was onr reception hj our first Pej-sian 
hosts. 

Our third day's jornney exten4f|1.5;ito Ahwaz ; during 
it we caught/ the fitst glimpse of distant moimiamB, 
with their contintLous unduIakihgpt^^‘‘'‘Yold of peaks or 
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of any prominent features 5 but the breeze which blew 
from them was cool and invigorating. As we now 
q^uitted the saliferous alluvium of the lower plains, and 
entered upon the gravel and sandstone beds of the ter- 
tiary rocks, a considerable change -was perceptible in the 
character of the vegetation ; the tamarisk was becoming 
less plentiful, and its place was occupied by large bushes 
of the sidi*, or kon^r, with its pretty red berries. The 
soil, too, was covered with widely scattered blades of 
scorched yellow grass ; and on the bank of the Karim, about 
two miles from Abw^z, were four large trees, resembling 
the oak in form, and fifty feet high. They bore small 
oval, tough, leaves, and were in full bloom, with large 
yellow flowers resembling a foxglove, but much larger, 
and referable to Tetrandria Monogynia. I gathered 
several specimens for my herbarium, but, before I could 
overtake the caravan, the heat destroyed them. The 
same species of tree never again occiured to me, nor was 
I ever able to ascertain its native name. 

Sheikh Ibb^ra, of Ahw4z, shewed himself to be more 
civilized and hospitable than the cup-breakers at Ismaill. 

Ahwdz is situated on the left bank of the Karun at the 
base of a range of reddish sandstone and gravel-con- 
glomerate hdls, which bear in a south-east direction 
towards Zeythn. This range is the principal outher of 
the great mountains, and may hkewise be traced in the 
opposite direction across the KArfin towards Hawiza, and 
from thence to the east of _ Mendeli. It finally rises into 
a considerable range called the Hamrin, and crosses the 
Tigris below the junction, of , the Little Z^b with the 
larger river. . , K 

Ahw^z is celebrated for fhe massive bund, or dam, which, 
below tbe town, obstructs :the free navigation of the 
river, '^fliis himd is a natural harrier formed by the 
continuation of the sandstone beds of the range above 
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mentioned, further strengthened and enlarged hy an 
artificial wall, portions of which are still remaining 
entire, while the remainder has been washed away hy 
the force of the stream. One of the throe openings was 
navigated by Captain >Seihy in the H.E.i.C. steam-vessel 
Assyria, hut the others are shalloAV. Tlie artificial masonry 
was doubtless erected for the purpose of diverting a 
portion of the stream into canals on either side above 
the bund, which acted as the bank of a reservoir, and 
raised the water to the required level. Above the town 
is the dry bed of a vdde, ancient canal, called Nahr-el- 
Bahara, which flowed past Fellahlyya and joined the 
river Jerr^hi at Bender, Its bed is now a cnrn-field. 
Wlien the artificial dam existed, and there was a super- 
abundance of water in the reservofl, it was got rid of by 
means of tunnels cut tlmough the rocks on the left bank, 
which again conveyed it to the main stream below the 
bund. Here, on the right bank, is another dry channel, 
supposed by some travellers to ]>e the mouth of the 
river Eulaeus, by which Alexander the Great sailed from 
Susa to the sea. 

The ancient city of Aginis is said to have occupied 
the site of Ahwaz. Extensive ruins occur along the 
base of the sandstone range, and are reported to extend 
a distance of two days' journey. In the ascent from the 
modern town are to be seen a number of fallen columns, 
quarried from the stone of the neighbourhood, and a 
quantity of debris from various decayed edifices. The 
solid rock, at some period or another, has l)eeu cut in 
many places, and the remains of excavated chambers arc 
abundant. Wherever an abrupt surface of rock is e-x- 
posed, it has been rudely scarped and ornamented. In 
aU direotidfis' ard rock: meaAs of 
steps, and duq to 'a |>lrfd4 donquest 
of Persia; but at sepulchres 
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of later date — ^large stone slabs lie liorizontally on the 
ground, ornamented \\ith a Saracenic arch, and having 
at the lower extremity a small channel to allow the 
rain to escape from the surface. Around the arch are 
much-weathered Kiific inscriptions. From the highest 
point of the range, the view of these burial places has a 
remarkably curious effect, and is well worthy of the tra- 
veller’s attention. 

From xihw^z our next stage was to Beiider-ghil, pass- 
ing ])y the way the small Arab village of Wais, where 
the wliole population was busily engaged with the har- 
vest ; men and boys, cows and donkeys were assiduously 
treading out the corn, of which tliere was an abundant 
supply. Al;)Ove Wais the Karun flows through a light 
alluvial soil, admirably suited for the cultivation of 
grain, although it is to be doubted if the farmers of 
Wais were aware of the fact. 

The river EArhii is divided at Shuster into two 
branches, which again meet at Bender-ghil after a course 
of about thirty miles. The eastern branch is called the 
AT)-i-Gargar, and flows in a milk-white stream through 
an artificial channel. The western branch is the origi- 
nal bed of the river, and takes the appellation of Shuteyt ; 
the colour of its stream is reddish, and its velocity 
greater than the A'b-i-Gargar. At Bender-ghil, likewise, 
is the mouth of the DizM river, which pours its red, 
turbid waters into the Shuteyt, leaving a deposit of red 
mud below the village, upon the island , formed by the 
twm streams of the KArun, For a considerable distance 
below the junction of the nvers, the milky water of the 
A'b-i-Gargar refuses to mingle cordially with its fellows ; 
hut, before arriving at Wars, tire KArim has partaken of 
the turbid character of the Biz, which it retains through- 
out the remainder of its course to the sea. 

Bender-ghil is a wretched place, containing forty 
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houses, entirely supported by the traffic produced by its 
ferry — ^little enough in all conscience. From hence our 
route lay over a pretty undulating country. A ripe 
grass of rich g<ddon hue clothed the surffice, wliich was 
plentifully studded Avith green konar trees, affording not 
only a deep contrast for the eye, but a Avnlconie shade 
for the Arhole person of the traA’-c'ller. Espying a large 
mound on our right hand, we made a detour to visit it, 
under the impression that it Avas portioji of tlie ruins 
said to stand on the l)ank of the A'b-l-Gargar. We 
AA^ere, lioAA^eAmr, mistaken in our surmise, and had the 
troulde of AAuiding tlircaigh roughly-jjloughed ground, 
Avhich yielded an abundant ci'op of prickly thistles, 
making ourseh’es and horses wince with pain. Wdiile 
carefully picking our way through the army of lances 
opposing om progress, a black flag was suddenly hoisted 
on our right, and, shortly afterwards, a strong party of 
horsemen wdtb large tufted spears advanced to meet us 
from one direction, while, from another, a little army of 
half-naked Anafiyya Arabs, who occupy the island, cut 
off our retreat ; the latter were armed Avith swords and 
guns slung over their taAvny shoulders, and came on 
rapidly, preceded by a man carrying a piece of black 
tenting on a pole. Yells and war-dances were rendered 
exrpiisite by the additional excitement imparted by the 
thistles. It afterwards appeared that they were in daily 
expectation of an attack from their mountain neighbours, 
the Bakhtiyki, and, seeing us upon the mound far away 
from the beaten track, they made certain their enemies 
were upon them. How surprised they must haA^e been 
to meet two peaceful Englishmen with umbrellas inst<^d 
of muskets in their hands 1 The horsemen, ,were, of 
course, first to reach us ; they were irellvarmed with 
spear and leathern shidd, and prj^eated an imposing 
and pictoes<]jue 'front OH valtiaWe 
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mares, lieadetl by tlieir slieikli Ilnsseyn and liis Ing- 
tufted sx)ear. Notwitbstanding the unnecessary alanri. 
^VQ had occasioned them, he gave us a kindly Trelcome, 
and rode back with us to his camp. One of the Aral) 
party was cpiestioned as to the force his tribe could 
muster, v'lien he readily answered, ‘‘ nine hundred foot- 
men and three hundred horse.” Then riding up to the 
slieiklfs side, he asked if he had replied satisfactorily. 
“Yes, pretty well!” said Huss^yu ; “you might have 
said more, but never mind, it will do tolerably well.” 
The fact was, that a third of the number would have 
been ample ! W e encamped during the heat of the day 
wnthin a few yards of liis tent, and received from the 
sheikh the present of a lamb, in 23roof of his friendship 
and goodwill. 

A fiuther ride of three short hours brought the party 
to Imam K4f-’Ali, a wliitened sepulchre on a little ele- 
vation, which overlooks the town of Shiister with its 
mosque and numerous tombs of holy men — all painted 
white, and contrasting in the most marked degree with 
the piles of rubbish and filth around them. The most 
distant object is the old castle overlooking the Shuteyt, 
and the nearest is a series of gardens, partially con- 
cealing low mounds and ruins, the remains of a more 
ancient city. The first sight of Sinister is by no means 
an interesting or beautiful scene, for, even in the dis- 
tance, ruin and decay are the principal features, afford- 
ing too correct a picture of its wretched condition. 

The precincts of the, place arc entered from the south 
by the Puli Lascar, whose low arches span a dry canal ; 
near it we were intrQduped to the tomb of Imam-z4da 
Abdulla, one of the most extraorclinaiy specimens of 
ugly, mis-shapen architectnpe; which any Mohammedan 
city can produce. Its squat :building was surmounted 
by an enormously elongated cone, resembling a huge ex- 
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tingiiislier. Oil either side was a tall minaret, with 
gallery to the summit, giving it the appearance of a 
large candlestick with the caudle just burned to the 
socket. To render them more conspicuous, the pronii- 
nent features were glaring white. 

The town appeared as though an earthcpiake had 
recently occurred, the bazaars, once so famous, were de- 
serte<l, and the houses were apparently in the act of fall- 
ing on tlie inhalutants, many being merely heaps of 
bricks. Kuin ! ruin 1 ruin ! was the iwevailing character 
of the Persian seat of government in Arabistan, wdiich 
presented a worse picture of depopulation than either 
Baghdad or Busrah. But there had been no earthquake, 
no recent attack from the foe; what we saw was the 
.result of continued misgovernment, over-taxation, and 
internal feuds. Shhster is the abode of many noble 
families, constantly drawing the sword upon each other. 
Every quarter has its own chief, who is surrounded by 
his followers, ready at any moment to attack their neigh- 
bours. The influence of the Persian government is 
only maintained by keeping up a feeling of hostility 
among the various clans — ^for so the different parties 
may be called. Frequently, how’-ever, tlie antagonism, 
which it seeks to promote, is turned against its own 
lieutenant, and the governor of Ar^bist^n is at times 
obliged to defend himself vi et armis, or by an ignomini- 
ous flight. No . great outbreak bad occurred for the 
previous three years, so that we saw the city on its best 
behaviour, with a disposition to be tranquil, until some 
unexpected and unforeseen circumstance should arise to 
fan the latent fire. Persian cities generally are not 
remarkable for cleanliness ; but of all that the traveller ' 
ever visits, Shflster — and, I may, add, ,Ifefi|l‘--“are the iie 
^lus ultra in this respect. Ppgs are; course, the 
scavengers' in all OrlenM' 'Ay decline -to 
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cleanse the streets of tlie twin capitals of Ardhistsln ! 
Spouts, projecting half-way across the narrow lanes, dis- 
charge the night soil from the lioiise tops. There the 
foul mass lies unnoticed, contaminating the air, and dif- 
fusing fevers, cholera, and disease, being only removed 
by the heavy rains of spring, or thrown to one side and 
covered with fresh earth on the arrival of some great 
visitor whom it delights the governor thus to honour ! 
It is impossible to walk through the streets ; and, in 
riding, good navigation is required to escape the down- 
pourings from the spouts ! 

Indigo is much cultivated at Shhster andDizful; hence 
it is that the prevailing colour worn by the natives is blue. 
Blue cotton tunics girded round the waist with a shawl ; 
shalwas, or trousers, of the same colour and material ; 
and 'tawny complexions, well stained with the dye, meet 
one at every comer. The usual cuUah, or tall lamb-skin 
cap of the Persian, is seldom worn here ; but the ordinary 
• head-dress of the people consists of a long piece, of black 
stuff wound round the brow, one end being puckered up 
in front, like the feather of a Highlander’s bonnet, while 
the other hangs down the back, in imitation of the 
streamers which were used by the Parthians and Sass- 
anians. Excepting a thick felt skull-cap, and short 
draw^ers which cover the hips and thighs, boys run about 
entirely naked. The countenanbes of the inhabitants are 
not prepossessingj-— low cunning, deceit, and mistrust 
being universal among the lower classes. These towns 
are the gathering-’places of priests and Seyids, or de- 
scendants of the Prophjek'thes fanatical expression of whose 
features — overshadowed, ,;hy white and green turbans 
in ample folds — proclaims intense bigotry and hatred 
of all races, sects, and religions,, but their own. The 
aristocracy, however, bo^ts :dfisome well-mformed and 
liberal men, whom it would be unfair to, include among 
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tlie TTilgar lierd. The hospitality and attention displayed 
hy tliem during our three days’ stay left a favoimilde 
iniprossion on our minds, which was not eftacetl during 
su])secpiGnt visits. 

Of the primitive histoiy of Sinister we know nothing, 
researches not having ])eeii made in the siirivnindiiig 
ruins. By some authors it is regarded as tlie site of 
“ Slnishari the Palace,” where the stirring seene.s eon- 
iiected with the life of Esther are stated to have taken place. 
These, however, as will he hereafter seen, certainly occurred 
at Bluish. The town of Shuster appears to have risen 
into importance at a period coincident with the decline 
of the great capital of the Persian kings ; and the mo- 
dern name “ Shuster,” or “ Little Shfish,” indicates its 
phoenix-like birth from the ruins of the greater city, 
Shushan. How'ever this may he, it was undoubtedly at 
the height of its power in the time of Shdphr, the 
second monarch of the Sassanian line, a.d. 242-273. 
History tells us, that when Sh^phr advanced from Persia 
to wrest the Western Provinces of Asia from the hands 
of the Romans, the Emperor Valerian, in attempting to 
relieve Edessa, was taken prisoner. Sliapur, with the 
cruelty of the Eastern character, during seven years 
insulted and degraded his fallen foe, using him as a foot- 
stool to mount on horseback. At length, after a con- 
tinuance of nnheard-of cruelties, the captive’s eyes were 
plucked out, and his skin — ^flayed from, his body — ^\vas 
dressed^ died red, and stuffed, in which condition it was 
carried about with the conqueror, and exhibited as a 
trophy of his greatness! To Valerian’s captivity and 
genius Shuster is in an eminent degree indehted. The 
existing remains of magnificent specimens of .engineering 
sMU, far surpassing anything of the kind .in Pemia at the 
present day, are attributed to .himh /T^’ 'forms no part of 
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works in detail, because this has been carefully done 
elsewhere but it may not be uninteresting to give a 
short description of them for the information of the 
general reader. 

The Karun, just before reaching the town of Sinister, 
after striking against a high cliff of sandstone and gravel 
conglomerate, makes an abrupt turn to the west, passing 
close under the foot of the castle rock. Beyond this is 
the BundT-hTiz^n — a massive dam of hewn stone blocks, 
fastened with iron cramps, and thrown completely across 
the wide, deep, and rapid stream of the K4run. The 
admiral de nature of tliis dam is evident from its having 
borne the rush of the torrent during so many centuries. 
This bund not only acts as the wall of a reservoir, but 
serves as a foundation for a bridge of enormous length. 
Probably no portion of Valerian’s original structure now 
esists at this bund, with the exception of some massive 
pier-bases. The bridge itself has repeatedly given way 
in various places, and now presents a complete patch- 
work of Persian ingenuity in architecture. Three of the 
centre arches had fallen the winter before our visit, and 
lay obstructing the passage of the water over the bund — 
to ad appearance likely to lie there until the force of the 
current should wash them away! Of the arches remain- 
ing, thirty-six were large and twenty small — built in 
every style, from the high to the low pointed a-rch. On 
the north side, below the bridge, are the remains of 
several water-mills, to which the water is diverted by 
excavations in the solid rock. The gravel cliffs here are 
hollowed out in every direction for serd4bs, or cellars, 
many of which are' of sufficient size to accommodate a 
large caravan. Pillars of the rock are left to support the 

* I must refer to Sir Henry Kawjinson’sand Mr Layard’s valuable papers, 
in the Royal Geographical Society, for a full and historical account of these 
extraordinary works. Vol. ix., p. 73 ; :voh':m,, p, 27. 
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roof; "but linge blocks, lying in tlie bed of tlie river 
attest tliat tliey luive fallen from tlieir places by ])eijig 
too mueli nndenniiuMl. 

The object of tbe Biind-i-Mizun "tt’as twofold: — to form 
a foundation for tlie bridge*, and to aocumulute a sheet of 
water before tlie castle for tlie delectation of its possessor, 
wlio, like all Persians, was, doubtless, partial to tlic sight 
— if not to tlie toiieli — of water. 

But Valerians or NSlifipur’s great w'orlv was ibe cutting 
of the great eliaunel, tlirougli wliicli the A']i-i-<darg{ir, or 
eastern ])rancli of the Karun, Hows, which was etfected 
at the point where the main stream of the KarCin is, as I 
have said, deflected from its previous course above tlie 
towm. Here a cutting w-as made to the depth of seventy- 
feet through the natural rock, and carried to a distance, 
which I am unable to state, from the bed of the original 
channel. Into this cutting the stream was admitted ; 
hut, as it must otherwise have abstracted the greater part 
of the river, a soHd and well-built wall, supported by 
strong buttresses of hewn stone, was luiilt across the 
month of the canal. To withstand the force of the 
stream, when flooded, the dam was supplied with external 
round buttresses, admirably adapted to the purpose. 
The water, admitted through several sluices in the stone- 
work, may be regulated at pleasure. The name applied 
to this massive dam. is a self-evident proof of its being 
originally designed and constructed by the captive 
emperor : it is called Bund-BKaysar, or Caesar’s"^ dam. 
It is likewise frequently named Bund-i-Sh4h-z4da,t from 
having been repaired or strengthened by a late prince- 
governor of Kirminshi,h. 


every person knows, was the title assxiiP' 
n* Julius Caesar, in ike same inhtmr a® 
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At the distance of about half-a-mile below this ancient 
work 'is another bund, of prol:>ably more recent construc- 
tion, even more solid and substantial than the one just 
described. It communicates with the suburb of Boleitl, 
and is lienee called Pub Boleitf, being seventy paces long, 
twelve paces wide, and nearly as high as the clifis on 
either side. The water, conveyed through the rock at the 
sides, falls about twenty feet into the artificial channel 
below, working, in its course, numerous wheels, which 
daily grind immense (piantities of barley. There does 
not, probably, exist throughout the East a single city 
at which so mucli labour has been expended in distri- 
buting a proper supply of water to its dependencies as 
at Shuster. The interior of the town is provided for by 
two canals, pierced through the castle rock. 

Between the Bund-i-Kaysar and the Bund-i-Mizd;n, the 
bed of the Karim is said to he paved with stone, and 
called the Sh^darawan. 

With the exception of the bunds and foundations of 
the great bridge, there dp not appear to be at Shfeter 
any buildings existing of earlier date than the Mahom- 
medan era, although M. Court ^ mentions a relic of 
Sassanian origin at the castle gateway, but which no 
other modern traveller has yet seen. 

Suleyman KhS,n, the governor of the province, to 
whom our letters were addressed, was absent at Earn 
Hormiizd collecting tribute, and preparing to send an 
expedition against the great Bakhtiy4ri chief, Jaf^r Kuli 
Khan, who had taken refuge in his inaccessible mountain 
fortress — ^the Diz — and defied aU the forces of Persia. 
We were, however, received! by his secretary Hadji 
Mahommed ’Ab, and Mirza Sfilt^n ^Ab Kh4n, the gover- 
nor of the town for the time being, who, as well as the 
other great men of the place, treated us to a series of 
*■ Joui'nal of the Asiatic Society of Bombay, No. xxsv., p, ij 60 . 
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festivities, wliicii, if not qciite in accordance -with 
European taste, at least shewed a disposition to honour 
their visitors after their .own fashion. The following was 
the .style of entertainment dispensed to ns by the gover- 
nor, whose residence wars one of the most pleasantly 
situated, and one of the largest in the town. It .stood on 
the edge of the cliff overlooking the A'hi-Gargar — a huge 
block of lofty walling, witli here and there a s,inall grated 
window, more useful for the discharge of bullets during 
an emeiite than for the admission of light or air. It hud 
tw'o entrances, the principal of which was a deep oval 
recess, decorated at the top witli Arabesque ornaments 
usual in such positions, and snpjdied with stone seats, 
where the owner of the mansion ‘‘ sat in the gate/^ after 
the mode of Orientals in all ages, hearing the news and 
discussing the various questions of the day amid a 
respectful circle of visitors and attendants. Rising at 
our approach, he conducted us through a spacious court, 
containing in the centre a large tank full of water, up a 
narrow staircase in one corner, to an upper story, where 
was a second but smaller court, surrounded on three sides 
by plain walls — ^the fourth, next the river, containing an 
iwan, or arched chamber, open at one extremity — a never- 
failing adjunct to Persian houses. 

In the centre of the court was a small garden with a 
few stunted specimens of vegetation, and in front of the 
iwan was a small reservoir — also an indispensable neces- 
sary to Persian keyf — ^in which two very curious jets were 
made to play in an extremely*' comical manner by the pres- 
sure of water, raised from the river to the top of the house. 
This was effected by means of a creaking ])iece of machincr>' 
and leathern buckets, driven by an obstinate mule, which, 
to the no small amusement of iay,do^paiiion and myself, 
every now and theu turning restive,., caused the' cessation 
of the fountains through laefcj th% needful supply. 
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We were soon duly seated upon one of those mag- 
nificent carpets which excite the adinkation of all 
travellers in tliat country. Mnza Sultan ’All lOian was 
very gracious as we explained to him the object of our 
proposed visit to Shush, and the nature of the information 
likely to be derived from excavating in its mounds. He 
cpiite comprehended us, and became warm on the con- 
quests of Key K^whs, and the magnificence of Khussrev ; 
but when, as a matter of course, he struck into the 
everlasting theme of Persian recitation — the Shah-narna 
of Ferdusi — there seemed a probability that his excite- 
ment would outdo liis hospitality. The name of Shush 
acted like magic on a knot of green-turbaned gentry who 
sat with us, and the whispering that succeeded proved 
them to be jealous and doubtful of our real intentions ; 
hut of this we took no heed. Kaliydnes, or water pipes, 
were first duly served by ganymedes with sombre head- 
dress, and hand upon heai-t ; then ensued a general 
hubble-bubbling, as if it were part of every man’s avoca- 
tion in life to inhale the smoke of tobacco and charcoal 
into his lungs with the greatest possible noise. After 
this came tea — not the stuff sold in English grocers’ 
shops, which produces astringency enough to convert the 
surface of the tongue iato a rasp — ^but pure and midefiled 
chai, brought overland tlnough Eussia, and whose flavoiu- 
gives one some idea of the delicious infusion wliich, alas ! 
we in England know not of. Eussian overland tea, in 
Persia, takes the place which Arab coffee assmnes in Turkey, 
and no old lady in the land of the west can sip her dish 
of fragrant tea with more relish than does the Persian 
gentleman. There, the greater the pile of sugar put into 
the ciij), the greater is the honour paid to the guest. 
Succeeding to a surfeit of tea-syrup came a second edition 
of kaliyhn, after which we underwent the categorical 
examination of the green turbans for so long a time that 
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I confess to KaTing entirely Jost tlie use of my nether 
extremities from cramp. We had gone to hreahhist -with 
the governor at an hour he had himself named, but, time 
slipping rapidly away, it became cpiestionalde whether 
our host had not forgotten the invitation, or whether we 
had misimderstood liim. Three huge trays at length 
entered the court on men’s heads, wliieli prepared us for 
a sumptuous repast ; iny readers may judge our disap- 
pointment and horror wdien, at mid-day, witlioiit pre- 
viously eating anything, we found that the trays placed 
before us contained literally nothing but green ciicumbem 
and sour apricots — the symbols of cholera, as we had 
been accustomed to regard them ! However, there was 
no retreat, so, putting a good face on the matter, we duly 
washed our hands and set to with the best possilhe grace. 
We both fortunately survived that day! After the 
banquet came a washing of hands in the water tank with 
the comical jets, another cour^ of kaliyuns, and finally 
a cup of cofiee, which completed this great entertainment 
and permitted our departure with decorum. The gover- 
nor accompanied us to the door of his house, and we rode 
to our tents by the river side to get “ something to cat!” 

This was a specimen of the ordinary fetes, but we 
sometimes had enough, and much more than enough, of 
chilaw, and pilaw, and lamb stuffed with rice, almonds, 
and raisins ; vegetables swimming in oil, and an infinity 
of compounds, which it is impossible to enumerate, and 
which only a hungiy traveller can truly appreciata 
Tea and sherbet were our only drink during these visits, 
but, for all that, it must not be supposed that Persians 
do not tipple. I .well remember a subsequent stay at 
Shfister, when, in addition to one of -sheny, a bottle of 
brandy was placed on the table.of the#QoBM|nssioii, after a 
long day’s journey in a pouring:,:, 4^* : , governor’s 
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seat. He desired to know tke contents of tlie bottles ; 
a glass of sherry was poured out, which he drank, and 
pronounced “ khhb !” “good!” A second was “ khile khub ! 
bisiar khhb 1” “ extremely good 1”^ — but he asked to taste 
of the otlier bottle. That was “beh! bell! beh!” Then 
he tried a glass of sheriy, then a glass of brandy. 
Finally, he seized both bottles, and mixed the liquors in the 
same glass; nor did he desist until the whole contents 
had disappeared. Not content with this, b e asked for more, 
but this was, of course, refused him. He was ultimately 
supported from the room by an old domestic, who 
exhibited great concern that gh}4wrs should see his master 
in his cups. AVe afterwards learned that, previously to 
joining our party, he had imliibed eleven glasses of raw 
'’arak ! An oriental has no idea of temperance in his 
potations ; he thinks that there is little pleasure in a 
single glass : accordingly, when he drinks, he does so to 
excess.. • 

During the summer, the intensity of the heat compels 
the people of Shhster to retire into their serd^bs, or 
under-ground apartments, during the day, and to emerge 
at sunset to sleep upon their terraces. These serd^l)s 
are cut out of the solid rock, and supplied with flues or 
shafts, which, rising above the houses like ornamental 
chimneys, produce a free current of air. Without ser- 
d^bs, it would be almost impossible to exist in the hot, 
drying wind, which more resembles the blast from a 
furnace, than the air of the habitable earth. 

In the absence of Suleyman Klian, we 'were ■ more 
especially the guests of Hadji Mahommed ’Ali, who would 
not permit anything to be cooked by our own people, 
insisting that whatever we required should be sent from 
his kitchen. ^In fact, during our stay, all parties vied 
with each other in their attentions towards us. 

AYith letters to the Governor of Dizful, to 'aid and 
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assist our plans at Shiisli, we took leave of our new 
friends. Two small keleks supplied the place of tlie 
broken bridge, by means of which our baggage was 
conveyed to the western bank of the Shuteyt, where it was 
necessary to pass the night, so as to make a good start 
at daybreak. On quitting Shuster a liberal present was 
left for the servants of Hadji Mahommed "All, in return 
for his hospitality. It was, however, sent back, with a 
message “ that the Hadji would not permit it ; were we 
not the Hadji’s guests, and should his servants receive 
presents on that account, although it was a Persian 
custom? It was a bad example;— they would expect 
the same from the next Englishman who chanced to pass 
that way.” Soon afterwards, the major-domo of the 
Hadji presented himself with a low bow, and a pretended 
message from his master to the intent that, ‘‘if it were 
the custom of our country to give bakhshish on depar- 
ture, he would for once permit 1is to do so T Another 
low bow from the messenger, who bore aU the appearance 
of a convicted thief ! He tried a clever trick, but, 
finding the Firenghis too deep for him, was obliged to 
slink off without the much-coveted ker^ns, evidently dis- 
gusted at the unsuccessful termination of his diplomacy. 
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Departure from SMster — Change of Sceneiy and Animal Life — Hugo 
Lizards — Botany — Geology of the Persian Steppes — Shfih-iihild — 
Dizful — Subterranean Conduits — Costume of the People — The ’AJi 
Kfctlur Chude — The Bridge of the Diz — Encampment at Shush — ^A 
Couiiagration. 

On first leaving tlie Lank of tlie Kk’im, tlie road to Dizful 
traverses some small ridges of gravel conglomerate, the 
alteration in the geological features of the country being 
accompanied by a corresponding change in animal and 
vegetable life. Clinging to the rocks, basking in the hot 
snn, or fieetly pursuing smaller reptiles, were numerous ‘ 
huge lizards (Psammosaurns scinens) lashing their long 
tails, and opening their capacious black jaws. Our 
ghokim exhibited his skill as a lider and sportsman, in 
shooting one of these creatures for examination. They 
live chiefly on snakes, which they pounce on suddenly, 
shake as a terrier does a rat, and cranch from tail to 
head then they suck the mangled body down their 
throats, somewhat after the rnanner of a Xeaj)olitan 
swallowing his national maccaroni ! I once saw a lizard 
of this species attack, kiU, and attempt to swallow a 
serpent six feet long. After gulping for a length of time 
to get down the tip end of its victim’s tail, which hung 
out of its month, it disgorged its meal, repeated the pro- 
cess of mastication, and, ultimately, after some hard 
gasping, succeeded in overcoming its difficulty. 
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Tlien, for tlie first time, we encoimtered the delicately- 
pluiTjed rock partridge (Perdix petrosa, Latli.), fraternizing 
witli its velvet-breasted relative of the lower plains, the 
common francolin — tlie favourite of the sportsman. In 
botany, the tamarisk and the camel’s thorn were replaced 
along the margin of the streams by the poisonous ole- 
ander, mth its elegant pink flowers. I here also first 
observed a large shrub, 7 feet high, called “kalableb,” 
which bore a large white flower; the stem was full of a 
milky juice, bitter to the taste, and said to burn like 
caustic. There was likewise a large plant, bearing a leaf 
much resembling rhubarb, and a bunch of deep -red 
flowers, which produces an oval green, fleshy, spiked 
syncarpous fruit, longitudinally divided into four parts, 
each containing three rows of white juicy berries, of 
agreeable flavour, resembling the walnut. They are 
largely collected by the Arabs for food. At Dizfhl, I 
heard the plant called by an Arab, “ Dendrorhu it is 
named by the Turks, “ Ai4b khozi,” or Arab nut,’'" 

With the above exceptions, vegetation was already 
dead throughout the miduLating gravel ridges. It was 
now only the 19tii of May, and yet the grass was scorched 
to a bright yellow, which, with the deep red of the gravel 
itself, gave to the imagination a vivid idea of the intense 
heat reigning in that region three months later in the 
season. The temperature was high, but it was perfectly 
delightful compared with the furnace we had recently 
cpiitted at Mohammerah. A fresh invigorating breeze 
every now and then blew from the adjoining mountains, 
along the base of which our route lay, giving some con- 
ception of the delights in store for us as soon as we might 

* Since the above was written, I have ascertained, throngh Mr Bennett 
of the British Musenm, that this plant is the Glossostemon Bruguieri of 
nes Fontaines, described and figured in Mem. du Mas. Hist. Nat. tom. III., 
p. 2.38, pi. 11. It does not appear to have.heettmntr'with since the time 
of Bmguier, in 1797. * ' • - . . ' . 
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quit the bumiug plains. Having passed so many ]noiitlis 
upon the unpictimesque level of the Arab deserts, the ap- 
proach to the mountains of Luristan was hailed by my 
companion and myself with unspeakable deliglit. The 
anticipation of ere long reaching some of those snow- 
crowned crests far surpassed the positive reality when 
we had attained the summit of our wishes. 

The great range, distant thirty miles from our road, 
attains an elevation of eight or ten thousand feet above the 
sea, and bears in a general direction towards the north- 
west. Its rocky masses belong entirely to the cretaceous 
and lower tertiary series, rising in huge, elongated saddles 
of compact, altered limestone parallel to each other. At 
intervals, where the elevating force, ■^daicll produced the 
present configuration of this region, has acted with 
extreme intensity, the continuity of the beds became 
broken, and masses of rock were left standing isolated with 
precipitous escarpments, presenting retreats accessible 
only to the savage inhabitants. “ Diz” is the name applied 
to natural fortresses of this kind, which frequently bear on 
their summits acres of rich grass, and springs of delicious 
water, whither a native chief with his adherents can retire 
in safety in times of need, and defend their diflicult passes 
with a handful of men against the whole power of the 
Persian government itself. Superimposed on the harder 
limestone rocks are beds of a softer nature — marls, 
rivalling the coloured sands of our own Isle of Wight in 
their brilliant and variegated aspect, — vast piles of amor- 
phous gypsum dazzling the eye with its excessive white- 
ness, — and successive layers of red sands alternating with 
gravel. These formations follow the contortions of the 
harder crystalline limestones, lie at extraordinary angles 
on the slopes of the saddles, and fiU up the hot, feverish 
valleys between them. 

Wherever the highlands of Persia are approached from 
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the plains of Mesopotamia the same formidable barrier 
of mountains presents itself. To attain the high level of 
that garden of roses, which the Persian poet loves to des- 
cant on, it is necessary to climb the successive ridges by 
roads scarcely better than goat tracks, which regidar gra- 
dation of ascents is appropriately described by the Greek 
historians as K\l}xaKe% or ladders. All the great rivers, 
which flow from the east into the Tigris have their 
sources in these mountains, crossing diagonally through 
the intricacies of the chain. Instead of flowing in a 
south-east direction along the trough which separates 
two parallel limestone saddles, and by this means work- 
ing out its channel in the soft rocks of the gypsiferous 
and marly series, and rounding the extremity of the saddle 
where it dips under the overlying deposits, each of these 
rivers takes a direction at right angles to its former 
course, and passes directly through the limestone range 
by means of a “ tang,” or gorge, apparently formed for 
this express purpose. On reaching the next succeeding' 
gypsum trough, it follows its original south-east course 
for a short distance, and again crosses the next chain in 
the same manner, until it attains the verdant plains 
of Assyria or Susiana. Many of these tangs expose 
a perpendicular section of one thousand feet and 
upwards, and were formed, not by the scooping process 
which attends river action, but by natural rents produced 
by the tension of the crystalline mass at the period of its 
elevation. Of these fissures the rivers have taken ad- 
vantage and shortened their otherwise circuitous channels. 

I must not, however, fatigue my readers with a geolo- 
gical account of regions which we are not about ,to 
enter."^'' ,,,, ^ 

* For a detailed geological description of thes^ Hgtly interesting moun- 
tains I must refer the reader to my lengthy menioir, On the Geology 
of Portions of the Turko-Persian Frontier an'd thS ‘Districts adjoining,” in 
vol. xi, p. 247 of the Quarterly Journed «^tthe»'G^hlegical’ Society.” 
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Between Sinister and Bizfiil we spent one nigiit upon 
the journey at the little village of Shali-hhad (Kings 
abode). There is nothing to remarlc ooncerriiiig this 
place, except that it is built upon the ruins of Jundl- 
Slripiir, a city A^hieh attained some celebrity during the 
late Sassaniaii and early Mohammedan eras, but which 
ultimately succumbed to the better positions of its neigh- 
bouring rivals, Shiister and DizfilL Low mounds and 
rampaits, scarcely distinguishable from the surrounding 
plain, are all that now remain ; these are ploughed over 
the surface, and yield to the inhabitants rich crops of 
grain. 

From hence, a ten miles^ ride brings the traveller to 
the gates of Dizfid, over a rough road strewed vdth 
large rounded Idocks of limestone, mingled with coarse 
gravel. The siuTounding hushandry is brought to per- 
fection hy means of periodical rains, which fall in tropical 
abundance from December to the end of March ; but 
villages near to the base of the mountains are supplied 
with water through kon^ts, or under-ground channels, 
conveyed from the river of Dizful. In nothhag is the 
industry of the Persian more obvious than in the forma- 
tion of these subterranean conduits. Upon the high 
plains of the interior, where frequently no visible moisture 
-exists on the surface, an imder-ground gallery is run 
diagonally towards some neighbouring range, and con- 
tinued until the filtration of numerous little driblets, 
or runners, accumulates into a sufficiently copious stream. 
Many of these konMs extend for miles, and are traceable 
by little piles of earth and gravel, thrown out of raztinas, 
or skylights, at regular intervals. In some parts, the 
cultivation of the crops entirely depends on the water 
flowing from konjits. Isfahan itself is, to a certain 
extent, supplied with the valued fluid through konats, 
which convey streams from near Khonsdr, and swell the 
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little river Zeiiderud, as it Hows to tlie former cai>ital of 
Persia. 

There is notliing enticing in tlie first of Dizfui, 
from any direction — ^bare mud walls and white mosques 
being the prevailing features. It is situated on the left 
bank of the river of Diz, which rushes in a deep channel 
through cliffs of gravel conglomerate. If the external 
aspect of the place is not inviting, much less so is the 
interior. The houses, like those of Shuster, are built 
chiefly of sandstone, with serdabs below cut out of the 
solid rock. The streets are, if possible, in a worse state 
of filth than the neighbouring city, and the stench arising 
from them is perfectly sickening; but, as a emmter- 
balance, there is an air of greater prosperity about the 
place ; the bazaars, miserable in themselves, are better 
supplied, and the houses are in a tolerable state of repair. 

Dizffil is the Manchester of these regions. The banks of 
the river afford employment to hundreds of persons at 
the dyeing stoves. Indigo was introduced from Isfahan, 
a few years ago, by the Mu temedu-’d-dowlet — ^the uncle 
of Suleyman KhS,n, and it is now largely cultivated in 
the neighbourhood, as the staple article of commerce. 
The population of the place is between 15,000 and 18,000 
Mohammedans, and about thirty families of Sabaeans, but 
there are no Christians. 

Every Oriental traveller knows the ghost-like and 
unseemly costume of the Persian lady out of doors, 
muffled up in her blue or wlfitq wrapper, and peering 
through a perforated mask, which might have .been 
borrowed from the helmet of a knight of the middle ages. 
At Dizfui, however, many ladies adopt a local head-dress, 
by no means inelegant ; it is a peculiar wide-meshed 
net of silk or cotton, which hangs oyer; the head and 
shoulders, leaving only the face expe^edf . b’U-’t it would 
be indecorous on the part o£,a.Mohaa3^phedankdy to allow 
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a passer-by to see her features, tbe lady of Dizfill bolds 
a corner of tbe net in ber band, and endeavours — sonie- 
vvbat vainly, it must be adnaitted— to conceal tbeni with it. 

Tbe dress of the men resembles that of Shuster, but 
tbe crowds of green and white turbans which meet him 
in the street cannot fail to strike a stranger. Every 
third man appears to be either a descendant of the 
prophet, or a priestly dignitary — ^than whom, more 
ungodly, depraved, and intriguing characters are not to be 
found in the realms of the Shahinshah. They are at 
the bottom of all mischief, and especially collect at 
DizfCil- — perhaps that they may hatch their plots, and 
carry on their rascalities, as far removed as possible from 
the seat of government. Aware of this fact, we thought 
it desirable not to state openly the object of our visit, 
but to give out that we proposed a pilgrimage to the 
tomb of the prophet Daniel, and that we should stay 
there a few days ; — the whole truth would doubtless soon 
make itself known. To Mirza Zekki, the governor, 
however, we explained ourselves fully. He promised 
that a guide should be ready at sunrise, r to ctoduct us 
to Shhsh, and strongly urged us not to delay our return 
longer than was absolutely necessary for our purpose, 
because the Beni Lam Arabs were plundering in the 
vicinity, and we should not be safe from their forays. 

At daybreak, according to promise, our cicerone made 
his appearance, with letters to Sheikh Musa^d, a chief 
of the 'All Kethir Arabs, whose encampment was near 
the ruins. Our guide rode a well-bred gray mare, of 
which he appeared excessively proud. She was hung all 
round with red tassels, which dangled as low as her knees^ 
materially impeding her progress; her bridle was like- 
wise ornamented in the same manner. Upon a bright 
red saddle of felt sat the Arab, in his striped zibbiin, con- 
fined to his waist by a wide belt, studded with silver, and 
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containing a brace of oid-fasliioned silver-mounted pistols. 
Suspended from various parts of liis person "were 
numerous gourds and cases, belts and contrivances for 
carrying ammunition. A long spear, tufted with a large 
ostrich feather, and a shield, completed his pictmesque 
attire. His manner was quite in keeping -with his 
costume, for he was a most unsociable sort of being, 
uttering only monosyllables, and apparently half-witted. 

The “pul/' or Inidge, which here crosses the “ Diz" of 
course gives the name to the town of DizfiiL It was 
once a fine structure, but, like its fellow at Shuster,' 
is rapidly falling to decay. It, too, has experienced 
numerous repairs, which have not added to its beauty if 
they have to its usefulness. Of its twenty-one arches, 
one had lately disappeared into the torrent beneath, and 
its place was supplied by a roadway constructed of trees 
and earth — several feet, however, below the proper level, 
so that it required some little ingenuity and activity for 
the passenger to scramble down one extremity and up 
the other. The arches are all pointed, and built of brick 
of comparatively modern date. The piers are undoubt- 
edly ancient, probably due, as tradition assigns them, 
to the age of Shapilr. Their construction is somewhat 
unusual; the interior portion is cut from the rock, but this 
being of a yielding nature, each is faced with large hewn 
blocks of stone, formerly held together by iron clamjps : 
but the greater part of these have disappeared, and the 
masonry is fast following their example. To cross this 
bridge in its then condition was no easy matter. It is at 
all times crowded, hut the couple of hreak-neck stair- 
cases, which it behoved every passenger to get over in the 
best way he could, caused a complete obstruction of the 
traffic. There was a continuous string of donkeys coming 
into the town laden with melons,, cHcimibers, grapes, and 
apricots, firewood and barley, ^ereiy* q$j& struggling and 
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jostling his neighbour for the precedency in crossing the 
abyss, — ^the ends of the firewood playing havoc among 
the easily damaged fruit, — ^the felt-coated owner of which 
was naturally wroth with “ the father of the fire^Nmod."” 
In the midst of the ensuing abuse, a stubborn donkey 
would delight in l}fing down and putting a stop to all 
further progress until his load were taken off and his back 
belalioured with a stout cudgel. At the same time, a 
long caravan, laden with no one knows what— -dead bodies 
in wood coffins perchance, bound to Kerbella— would 
arrive to increase the confusion. 

But, however, we got safely out of this Avith only 
a few scratches upon our loaded mules, and proceeded 
onward to our destination. The mounds of Shfish are 
situated about fourteen miles south-south-Avest of Dizful, 
but it is necessary to make a considerable curve in order 
to avoid an angle of the river which at this point is 
rapidly Avearing aAvay high cliffs of alluvium. The rich 
land on the west hank of the Diz is well culth^ated and 
watered by an infinite number of canals, derived from the 
river ; lemon and orange trees diffuse the rno^ delicious 
odours from several walled enclosures ; rice, indigo, barley, 
vegetables, aU arrive at perfection in this favoured soil. 
In the Avinter and spring, numbers of sturdy Lurs descend 
from the mountains, and aid in the cultivation of the fields. 
Labour is cheap and food abundant, hut a grinding taxa- 
tion ruins eA^erything, and there is no security foi: capital. 

At twelve miles from Dizful are the lofty banks of an 
ancient canal far above the level of the Diz ; from this I 
obtained my first view of the great mound at Slnish — tlie 
fiat platform at the top of which reared its head boldly 
above a series of intervening canal banks, and excited 
my utmost expectation. A farther ride of tAvo miles 
brought us to its base. With much difficulty our mules 
clambered its almost inaccessible sides, and deposited 


THE BUIINING- OF SUSA. 


315 


tiieir burdens on tlie ancient citadel. Tlie tents -were 
just pitched, and every person preparing to ensconce 
himself snugly from the rays of the siui, which began to 
make themselves exceedingly disagTeeable, when we were 
all thrown into confusion by the cook, a poor, simple 
fellow, who managed to make a bonfire of the great 
mound of Shush — as probably Alexander the son of 
Philip had done before him ! He had dug a hole, and 
arranged the wood preparatory to making ready our 
breakfast, when a spark from his flint and steel, igniting 
the dry grass, aroused us all to extinguish the flame, which, 
fanned by the wind, made rapidly towards the tents. 
For some time all our efforts were useless; there was no 
water at hand, and the few implements we possessed were 
not instantly attainable. There was no alternative but to 
knock down the tents, and get them away with all possible 
speed, but we did not succeed before several of the tent- 
ropes were ■ consumed. At length a trench, dug round 
the devouring element, arrested its further progress, and 
we took stock of our property. Excepting the loss of a 
few ropes, and the gain of a few small holes, the tents 
escaped well ; but our heavy luggage — such as boxes — ^Irad 
suffered severely on their exteriors. Into one the fire 
had actually penetrated, and was making a terrible on- 
slaught upon a pair of hoots, their next neighbour being a 
canister of English gunpowder, which was good enough 
not to explode while a dozen people were standing round, 
endeavouring to put out the fire ! But the articles, dearly 
valued by my companion and myself — om: umbrellas — 
which, beneath the sultry noon, had so often lent us their 
friendly shelter, lay grim skeletons at our feet ! We often 
afterwards regretted those good friends ! - We had all pre- 
viously complained of the sun’s heat, but it was moonshine 
compared with that of, the burning grass, which gave us 
some slight idea of the horrors attendtot on an approaching 


fire on tlie American prairies, wliile it taught us a lesson — 
never to permit the cook to get to the windward of our- 
selves and the tents, nor to suffer his fire being lighted 
before the diy grass was cleared away from the immediate 
idciiiity of the Idtchen, Fortunately this happened as it 
did, otherwise we might have been burnt up during the 
night by the fall of a spark from our watchmenh pipes. 

Before we had been twenty-four hours upon the 
mounds, it was evident that our proceedings were 
jealously watched, and that there was no prospect of 
making immediate excavations. Our attention was, 
therefore, dhected towards completing a plan of the 
rums ; but soon after breakfast on the following morning 
the heat of the tents drove us to take shelter within the 
precincts of the Holy Shrine. 

As it will be more in place to give a general descrip- 
tion of Shdsh in connexion with the discoveries which 
were afterwards made in the ruins, I propose to defer 
that account for the present ; but as the Tomb of Daniel 
is so intimately linked with all our difficulties, some slight 
notice of it will best occur here. 


CHAPTER XXV. 


Tlie Tomb of tbe Propbet Daniel — ^Arabic Traditions regarding bim — 
Benjamin of Tudela’s Account — Present State of tbe Sepulchre — 
Spies and Persian Fanaticism — Charge of Sacrilege — ^Ferment in 
Dizfdl and tbe Neighbourhood — ^Tbe ’All Ketbfr Arabs — An acci- 
dent befals tbe Author — Compelled to abandon the Mounds of 
Shush — ^Battle between the ’AH KetMr and Beni Ldm — Suleyman 
Khin the Christian Governor of a Mohammedan Province — -Airival 
of Colonel Williams. 

By general consent of Jews, Sabieans, and Moliainme- 
dans, tlie bnrial-place of tlie Prophet Daniel is acknow- 
ledged to be at Slidsb, and a building at tbe west foot 
of the great mound is consecrated to him, and held in 
the utmost reverence by these diiferent races. Pilgruns 
from all parts flock to “ Danyel” to offer up prayers and 
bury their dead. 

In the book which bears his name in our edition of 
the Scriptures, frequent allusion is made to Shushan 
the palace. As history, tradition, and, to some extent, 
the names, agree, we are justified in assuming that the 
ruins of Shflsh represent the Shushan of the Bible, and 
that Daniel was really buried on the spot. We have, 
however, the authority of an Arab historian for conclud- 
ing that the present tomb of Daniel is but a comparatively 
modern edifice, and that the bones of the Prophet are not 
enshrined within its walls. 

As the subject may be interesting to many of my 
readers, I extract tbe following from Sir William Ouseley's 
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translation of a Persian version"" of Ibn-Aasinnel-Kiifi’s 
Tiirikli, or “Book of Victories.” After telling ns that 
Ahii Milsa Alash^’ri invaded Persia under the Khalif 
Omar in the eighteenth year of the hejira (a.d. 640), 
pillaged the territory of Ahwaz, and proceeded to Sits, 
•where he slew the governor, a Persian prince, named 
Shapur, the son of Azerinahdn, the historian continues : — 
“ Then he entered the castle and palace of that Prince, 
and seized all the treasiu-es deposited there in different 
places, until he came to a certain chamber, of which 
the door was strongly fastened — a leaden seal being 
affixed to the lock. AIju Musa inquired from the 
people of Siis what precious article was guarded with 
such care in this chamber : they assured him that he 
would not regard it as a desirable object of plunder ; but 
his curiosity was excited, and he caused the lock to be 
broken and the door opened. In the chamber he beheld 
a stone of considerable dimensions hollowed out into the 
form of a coffin ; and in this the body of a dead man, 
wrapped in a shroud or winding-sheet of gold brocade. 
The head was uncovered. Abd Musa and his attendants 
were astonished ; for, having measured the nose, they 
found that proportionably this dead personage must have 
fiir exceeded in statime the common race of men. Tlie 
people now informed Abd Mrlsa that this was the body 
of an eminent sage, who formerly resided in Irak (Chaldeea 
or Babylonia), and that whenever the want of rain occa- 
sioned a famine or scarcity, the inhabitants applied to 
this holy man, and through the efficacy of his j.)rayers, 
obtained copious showers from heaven. It happened 
once that Sus likewise suffered from excessive drought ; 
and the people in distress requested that their neighbours 
would allow this venerable personage to reside a few 

* This Persian transMion was naade from the origmal Arahic, about 
A.D. 120 , 
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days among tliem, expecting to derive tlie blessing of 
rain from liis intercession with tlie Almighty ; but the 
Irakians would not grant this favour. Fifty men were 
then deputed by tlie people of Shs, who again petitioned 
the ruler of Irak, saying, ‘ Let the holy personage visit 
our country, and do thou detain the fifty men until his 
return k These terms were accepted, and the holy per-' 
Bonage came to Bfis, where, through the influence of his 
prayers, rain fell almndantly, and saved the land from 
famine; but the inhabitants would not permit him to 
return, and the fifty men were detained as hostages in 
Iifik : at length he died. Such, said those who accom- 
panied Abu Mrlsa, is the history of this dead man. The 
Arabian general then inquired by what name so extraor- 
dinary a person had been known amongst them ? They 
replied — * The people ofi Irak called him Danyei Hakim, 
or Daniel the Sage.’ 

“After this, Abu Mrisa remained some time at Sils, and 
despatched to Omar, the Commander of the Faithful, an 
account of all his conquests in Khfizistan, and of the 
various treasures .which had fallen into his possession ; 
he related also the discovery of Daniers body. AVhen 
Omar received this account, he demanded from his chief 
oflicers some information respecting Daniel, but all were 
silent except ’All, on whom he the blessing of God ! tie 
declared that Daniel had been a prophet, though not of 
the highest order ; that in ages long past he dwelt with 
Bakhtnasser (Hehuchadnezzar), and the kings who suc- 
ceeded him ; and ’All related the whole history of Daniel, 
from the beginning to tbe end, with all the circumstances 
of his death. Omar then, by the advice of ’All, caused a 
letter to be written, directing that Abfi Mfisa should 
remove, with due respect and religious reverence, the 
body of Daniel to some place where the people of Shs 
could no longer enjoy the possession of it. Ahfi Mhsa, 
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immediately on receipt of this order, obliged tlie people of 
Siis to turn the stream, which supplied their city with 
water, from its natural course ; then he brought forth the 
body of Daniel, and having wrapped another shroud over 
the gold brocade above described, he commanded that a 
grave should be made in the dry channel of the river, 
and therein he deposited the prophet’s venerable remains • 
the grave was then firmly secured, and covered with 
stones of considerable size ; the river was restored to its 
former channel, and the waters of Shs now flow over the 
body of Daniel/’’' 

The old Jewish Avriter, Benjamin of Tudela (a.I). 1160- 
1173), gives a similar account, but refers the burial of 
Daniel’s body to San jar Sliah-ben-Sh^h who conquered 
Samarkand in 1140, and died in 1157. He states that 
Shushan contained in his time very large and . hand- 
some buildings of ancient date. It had seven thousand 
Jewish inhabitants, with fourteen synagogues ; in front 
of one of which is the sepulchre of Daniel, Avho rests in 
peace. The river XJlai divides the city into tAvo parts, 
which are connected by a bridge ; that portion of it which 
is inhabited by the Jews contains markets, to which all 
trade is confined, and there all the rich dwell ; on the 
other side of the river they are poor, because they are 
deprived of the above-mentioned advantages, and have 
even no gardens or orchards. These circumstances gave 
rise to jealousy, w^hich was fostered by the belief that all 
honour and riches originated in the possession of the re- 
mains of the prophet Daniel, who rests in peace, and who 
Avas buried on the favoured side of the river. A request 
was made by the poor for permission to remove the se- 
pulchre to the other side, but it was rejected ; upon Avdiich 
a Avar arose, and was carried on between the two parties 

* See AValpole’s "Tveivels in Various Countries.” At vol. ii, p. 428 is given 
the above translation of the history of Daniel’s body by Sir AVilliam Ouseley. 
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for a length of time. This strife lasted until their souls 
became loath/ and they came to a mutual agreement, by 
which it was arranged that the coffin which contained 
Daniebs bones should be deposited alternately every year 
on either side. Both parties faithfully adhered to this 
arrangement, until it was interrupted by the interference 
of Sanjar Shfih-ben-Shdh who governs Persia and holds 
supreme power over forty-five of its kings,” .... 

“ When this groat emperor Sanjar, king of Persia, came to 
Shushan and saw that the coffin of Daniel was removed 
from one side to the other, he crossed the bridge with a 
very numerous retinue, accompanied by Jews and Mahom- 
medans, and inquired into the reason of these proceedings. 
Upon being told what we have now related, he declared it 
to be derogatory to the honour of Daniel, and commanded 
that the distance between the two banks should be 
exactly measured, that Daniel’s coffin should be deposited 
in another coffin made of glass, and that it should be sus- 
pended from the centre of the bridge by chains of iron. 
A place (;?f worship was erected on .the spot, open to every 
one who desired to say his prayers, whether he be Jew or 
Gentile : and the coffin of Daniel is suspended from the 
bridge unto this very day. The king commanded that, 
in honour of Daniel, nobody should be allowed to fish in 
the river one mile on each side of the coffin.” 

The modern building has been frequently described by 
travellers, but as their accounts may not have fallen under 
the notice of many of my readers, I venture on giving 
the following sketch. 

The reputed tomb of the prophet Daniel t is an oblong 
edifice, forming one side of a large walled court, through 
which the pilgrim enters to reach the sacred threshold. 

* See the article “ Benjamin of Tudela,” p. 105 of Early Travels in Pales- 
tine, published in Bohn’s Antiquarian Library. 

t A ground plan of the tomb is shown on the plan of the Mounds, 
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Seen from across tlie little river Slraoiir, whicli flows at its 
foot, enshrouded in a dense mass of date-trees, konars, 
and jungle, its conical -vvliite spire rising above all, is a 
picturesque object, and is the more interesting from the 
associations so intimately connected with its origin. En- 
tering beneath a low doorway, the visitor is ushered into 
the great court, the opposite side of which is supplied 
with mangers and rings for the reception of horses and 
beasts of burden, for it is unsafe to leave them outside, on 
account of lions and other wild animals, which abound in 
the neighbourhood. On this account, too, the tomb is 
the frequent resort, for the night, of Arab parties on a 
journey from the deserts to the seat of government, and 
of plimdering parties preparatory to their morning forays. 
Two other sides of the court are occupied by a low arched 
portico which conducts to the door of the sanctuary. This 
consists of two chambers, and a passage between them 
leading to a third apartment, in which the paraphernalia 
of the tomb are stored. The inner room is extremely 
dark and dismal, in accordance with the universal feeling 
that darkness is inseparably connected with the presence- 
chamber of death ; here stands the supposed shrine, 
which, in the dim light of the place, appears to be a slab 
of white marble, but which is in reality only polished 
cement. It is enclosed within an open framework of 
wood, erected at a sufflcient distance, however, to admit 
of passage round the sepulchre, the floor being covered with 
extremely dirty prayer-mats, swarming with fleas. These, 
and a few old lamps of rude forms, black from smoke 
and grease, constitute the whole of the ordinary furniture. 
Eehgion in the East, at the present day, certainly does 
not boast of much outward display in this respect, nor 
is cleanliness in the temple esteemed essential to purity 
of worship. The externally “ whited sepulclire is no 
criterion by which to judge of its internal condition; 
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neither is the repeated washing of the sanctified se5?id 
any proof of his religions sincerity. A small veranda mns 
outside the wall of the sanctuary, overlooking the deep 
sluggish stream of the Shaour, and its green waters mean- 
dering through the dense mass of vegetation on its banks. 

The terrace upon the roof of the building is used as a 
sleeping apartment by the pilgrims during the hot weather, 
and it is not unusual to see it completely covered with 
prostrate sleeping forms. From its centre rises the tall 
white spire which denotes the character of the edifice, and 
partakes of the usual ornamental features, in resemblance 
to the fir-cone, before alluded to in this volume as peculiar 
to most other Oriental tombs.""''* Beneath the sacred cham- 
ber, but without communication with it, is a vaulted 
room, entered from a doorway on the side of the Shaour, 
having'aperturcs at tlie opposite extremity, through which 
flows a cool current of air. This was cleared of the filth 
which encumbered its floor, and here we took up our 
quarters dming the heat of the day. 

We had, however, scarcely estabhshed ourselves in our 
agreeable retreat, on the morning after oiu* arrival, than 
we were disturbed by the arrival of a party of Lfitls,t or 
strolling players, and a huge ugly baboon, which was 
incited to play its antics in all parts of the building 
without any respect for its extreme sanctity. Seeing 
the little deference observed, my companion imagined 
that he could not be doing harm or offending the pre- 
judices of the few natives around us by skinning and 
preserving, at the door of our cell, a porcupine he had 
just shot. While engaged in this occupation, we were 
surprised by three strangers, whose green turbans indi- 
cated their descent, and whose countenances exhibited 
intensity of bigotry and its attendant qualities of 

* See page 35. 

t Mti literally means “ a tMef,” and is to any low oharacter. 
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hatred and persecution. They -walked in without cere- 
mony, and as unceremonio-usly requested us to walk out, 
which we quietly and politely, but positively declined to 
do. The chief and most ill-favoured of the three there- 
upon broke forth into a torrent of ejaculations and ex- 
clamations at the audacity of the Franks who dared to 
enter and defile the sanctuary of the holy Imam. This, 
however, had no effect upon us ; we retained our seats 
unmoved, tehing them that, since Daniel was esteemed 
a prophet by Christians as well as by Mussulmans, 
we had the same right to occupy the precincts of 
the tomb as themselves, or the baboon which sat upon 
the terrace above, — and that, moreover, we did not in- 
tend to budge one inch to please their bigotry! This 
unexpected answer had the proper effect, — ^it considerably 
cooled their tone, which now sobered down to the wish 
that, if we would not go out ourselves, my companion’s 
unclean beast might be removed. To this, of course, we 
■willingly complied, when it was explained that the porcu- 
pine is considered “nedjis.” 

They then seated themselves, and intimated that they 
were sent by the governor of Dizffil to look after our 
safety and oblige the Arabs to supply our wants. They, 
however, brought no letters from Mirza Zekki, nor did 
their manner afford any guarantee that their words were 
to be believed. It subsequently proved that they uttered a 
tissue of falsehoods, and that they were spies of the priest- 
hood (who had got wind of our movements), sent to keep 
watch over our proceedings and conduct. Their mission 
we speedily divined by their contradictory replies to our 
questions, and the cunning attempts to extract informa- 
tion from us: a Persian usually overacts the part he 
desires to perform. The bigotry of our visitors may be 
judged from the fact, that they would neither smoke, 
drink tea, nor eat in our presence, — and their manner 
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soon instilled into ourselves tlie most tliorough contempt 
for them. Wliile we sat they sat ; when we proposed at 
sunset to take a ride they must needs accompany us ; if 
we visited sheikh MusIL'd, they likewise volunteered 
their unwelcome presence ; if we engaged in our survey, 
they purposely got in the way of our work. Finding, 
however, that they could not by fair means convict us 
of any heinous crime, whereby the indignation of the 
priesthood could be poured forth upon us, they tried 
another plan to effect their purpose. 

On the following day, while sitting in our tents, we 
were surprised to see a dense smoke arise from the 
thicket adjoining the tomb. Our enemies had suddenly 
disappeared, but, before departing, had fired the brushwood 
in order to give some shadow of truth to the report which 
they took every pains to spread on their return to Dkfdl, 
— ^representing that we had taken pigs into the sepulchre 
and defiled it in sundry and various ways,' — ^that we had 
knocked, down the tomb, — ^placed gunpowder in the walls, 
— and fired the grass that the revered and sacred edifice 
might no longer exist! All Dizful, as may well be 
imagined, was in a furious state of ferment, and ven- 
geance was declared against the sacrilegious infidels who 
had dared to perpetrate such crimes 1 A full conclave 
of priests was held, and a long debate ensued as to the 
best method of ridding the world of the audacious 
strangers who, taking advantage of their friendly in- 
troductions, had violated every feefing of friendship. 
Many applicants presented themselves before the holy 
council, stating their readiness, their anxiety to be our 
executioners 1 But a difficulty presented itself '\vhich 
induced the sacred assembly to hesitate before leaping 
the barrier. We were in the- service ;of the SfiMn 
Englizi, the friend of the Sh4h, ahi^' if any ill happened 
to us, it would be doubtless callfed- -to account for its 
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share in the transaction. The fear of the Shall, or rather 
of the troops of Hiss^m-ed-dowlet/'^ was beginning to 
gain ground, when, as good hick would have it, one of 
oiir servants was caught making purchases in the bazaars, 
and hurried 0% nolens /oolem, to ih.Q court. He boldly 
stated what he knew to be true, namely ; that some per- 
sons had set fire to the jungle round the tomb, but that 
our people, himself among the number, had been instru- 
mental in quenching it, and that the tomb stood as un- 
scathed as before our arrival,— -that we had no pigs, 
neither had we defiled nor attempted to burn or blow it 
up. The mitjtehid, or chief priest, on whom the re- 
sponsibility would have fallen, thinking it best to be 
wise, dismissed the council with the remark that he be- 
lieved us “ not guilty."” 

The feeling of violent animosity excited against the 
Firenghf, however, did not readily subside : a report 
now spread that we had come to dig up and carry off 
the bones of the prophet, and the ignorance of the 
people fully believed it. On the third day several Arab 
sheikhs paid us visits to satisfy their cmiosity, and also 
to intimate to our people that, if it were not for Suley- 
man Kh^, our throats should feel the sharpness of their 
swords. In order to do away with the suspicion with 
which we were regarded, we decided on stating openly 
the true object of our visit and on asking the sheikhs 
for workmen. Tliis frankness produced a good impres- 
sion, and several promises were given to aid us, never 
however, to be fulfilled, because they were jealous of our 
having other plans, and afraid of our searching for the 
relics of the prophet, which, it is well known, are not 
deposited in the tomb. 

A few words concerning the Arabs of this region may 

■* Tlie honorary title ap^jlied to Suleyman, Khdn, meaning, “ the sword 
of the government.” 
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not be unacceptable. During the greater part of the year, 
the plains around Shdsh are perfectly desolate, and not a 
hiunan being is to be seen, except now and then solitary 
parties wending their way to and from the shrine. In 
early spring, however, the Ai\abs flock to the banks be- 
tween. the Kerkhah and the Diz for the rich pasturage 
which everywhere prevails around the ancient ruins. From 
the top of the great mound, the black tents and flocks of the 
^Ali Kethir Arabs may then be seen studding the land- 
scape, at times half-bmied in the luxuriant abundance 
of the grass. According to theii* own account, the tribes of 
the ^Ali Ketliir originally came from ISTedjid, in the centre 
of Arabia, about two hundred and fifty years ago. At first 
they were encouraged by the Persian government, which, 
up to the time of BAth ’All Sh^h, gave them presents, as an 
inducement to their settling and cultivating the land. 
Gradually this gratuity became smaller and smaller, until 
it Avas wholly cancelled, and the scale turned on the op- 
posite side by Mohammed Shah, under whom tribute 
Avas exacted. This Avas gradually increased in amount, 
and 2500 tomans (about £1250) were being then paid. 
The num])er of families, in 1850, probably amounted to 
about 15,000, and Avere placed under a sheikh of their OAvn 
tribe, Avlio \Ans taxed according to the amount of tribute 
he could command. It is to be doubted, however, AA^hether, 
instead of tAvo hundred and fifty years, this tribe has not 
been settled in these regions ever since the Arab conquest 
of Persia. Being of the Sheah sect, their intermarriage with 
the inhabitants of Dizfhl has materially altered their caste 
of countenance, AA^hich now partakes more of the Persian 
than the Arab character. This change could scarcely, I 
imagine, have taken place within so short a period. Not 
only, too, haA^-e they lost their national . features, but, 
through continual intercourse Avith the bigotted Persians, 
they have imbibed the worse passions and qualities of that 
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race in addition to their own. I have invariahly found, 
that the Arab tribes, under Persian domination, have lost 
the noble virtues of their Bedouin ancestors, and that they 
are cunning, and deceitful, without truth or shame ; — but, 
of all others, the 'All Eethlr boast of the most detestable 
character, and are least to be trusted by strangers. 

Notwithstanding their promises, workmen were not 
forthcoming for the excavations. Whether this system 
of hanging out false colours originated with themselves, 
or whether they were bribed by the priests, I could never 
ascertain; but one thing is certain — ^we left Shhsh with- 
out opening a trench. 

Our time was spent in much the same manner every 
day while we remained upon the ruins. In the cool of 
the morning we were occupied in laying down our plan; 
the mid-day sun drove us into the chamber under the 
tomb, where we passed the hours as best we could ; and, 
when the heat had abated, we emerged from our den li.ke 
jackals and wild beasts^ and exercised omselves by riding 
about the neighbourhood. In one of our rides we acci- 
dentally encountered a herd of about f 03 % N^ild pigs, 
varying from the sixe of a monster boar,- as big as a full- 
grown donkey, to that of a sucking pig a few weeks old. 
It was becoming dusk, but ardour for sport induced us 
to pursue them, in doing which my clumsy horse tripping 
over a ridge of earth, turned a complete somersault, and 
fell heavily on my ribs, giving me a serious hurt. 

On being assisted into camp, a message was delivered 
from sheikh Mhsa d to say that several parties of Beni 
Ldm Arabs had been seen prowling about ; that he -would 
not be answerable for the consequences if we persisted in 
remaining upon the mounds ; and that after that night 
he could not undertake to send watchmen to guard our 
little camp, seeing that they might be required to defend 
his own. We at first thought this a ruse to get rid of 
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US, but, on tlie following day, liis son Habvayclium came 
with a more urgent message, to which we deemed it ad- 
visalile to attend. I gave the order for our tents to be 
struck and removed to the sheikh’s camp, situated about 
two miles distant. 

When we were riding along together, Ha’waychum 
informed us that, as the harvest was now concluded, the 
stream of water, conveyed by a canal from the river 
Kerkhah to the vicinity of the ruins (which is sweet and 
pure, while that of the Shdoiu? is so notorious for its 
unwholesome qualities that the Ai’abs never drink of it 
when other water is procurable) Avould be cut oif in a 
few days, and that afterwards we might obtain it from 
whence we pleased. He had been tolerably civil on our 
first arrival, but now, either incited by the priesthood, 
or believing the current reports concerning our stay 
upon the ruins, he became extremely saucy, telling me, 
in a loud tone, that “ Sheikh Mfisd’d had no instructions 
concerning us — he was not answerable for our safety — 
the land was theirs and not Hissdm-ed-dowet’s ; — who 
was he, and who was the Sh4h'? Were the ’AH Kethir 
to be accounted slaves or Arabs'?” It is well known 
among travellers that firmness and a show of superiority 
are a sure method of gaining the respect of an Oriental, 
and that an appeal to his hospitality is seldom lost upon 
the sensitive feelings of an Arab. Althou^i suffering 
great pain, I could not refrain from giving utterance to a 
somewhat severe rebuke, and therefore demanded “ if this 
were a specimen of the far-famed Arab hospitality ”? We 
had travelled among the great Shammar, the Muntefik, 
aye, and among even the wild M4d4n, and everywhere 
been received with unbounded cordiality. Were strangers 
esteemed beasts or dogs among the small tribe of the 
’AH Kethir, that we should be treated in such an illi- 
beral manner? As guests of, theBh^h we should lay 
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our complaint of tlie treatment received before Hissam- 
ed-dowlat, and leave him to deal with Arabs who were 
become worse than either Turks or Persians V Sajdng 
which, I directed my horse’s head towards Dizful, adding 
that, ‘‘ on our next return, we should come to excavate 
in the mounds in spite of either ’Ali Ketliir or Seyid, 
armed with a firman from the Shah and an order from 
the governor, if the latter were supposed to have more 
effect upon them!” This high tone produced a sensible 
change in the manner of our host, who now ^entreated 
forgiveness, and prayed me to accompany him to his 
father’s camp “ where we should find that the ’All Kethir 
were still iA’abs, and glad to offer the shelter of their 
fcents to a stranger.” At length I consented, and gave 
him my hand in token of reconciliation. 

The change of quarters from the summit of the mound 
to the level of the plain was naturally accompanied by 
an augmentation of heat. Finding the temperatiue and 
closeness of my little tent on the folio vdng day unen- 
durable, I determined on setting out for Bizful as soon 
as the moon rose early the next morning. Our plan, 
moreover, being completed, there was no further object 
to be attained by a longer exposure. About midnight 
we were aroused by a tremendous commotion in the 
Arab camp. The report that the Beni him were in the 
neighbourhood proved true, for they came quietly and 
stole all the corn our hosts had buried on the side of the 
encampment opposite to that at which our tents were 
pitched, making off with their booty before they were 
detected. Superstitious as our hosts were, they, no 
doubt, attributed their ill luck to our presence, and were 
extremely gratified at seeing our departure. 

After some difficulty the governor of Bizffil succeeded 
in hiring for me a small house near the tomb of Inuim 
Shd/h Eilbend, a short distance , above the town, over- 
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looking a bend of tbe river. A cool serdab was ex- 
cavated in tbe gravel cliff, and the terrace on the house- 
top enjoyed every welcome breath of air which blew 
down the stream at night. Here, under ground during 
the entire day, and upon the terrace from sunset to sim- 
rise, I spent a miseralde month ; — the injury sustained 
by the fall of my horse was so painful that I was obliged 
to lie quiet and abstain from excitement of any kind. 
Dizflil did not furnish either a doctor, a leech, or a 
blister; but, thanks to a good constitution, a small medi- 
cine chest, and careful diet, I succeeded in keeping down 
fever and in gradually overcoming the effects of the 
accident. 

The influence exerted by the governor and the mhj- 
tehid over the people and priesthood served to allay the 
popular irritation, while our return from Slihsli was 
esteemed a great triumph and a proof of the power 
exercised by the Prophet. The seven lions, supposed to 
guard his tomb, had, it was reported, threatened to devour 
the infidels unless they made off with all speed. 

A few days after our return to Bizffil, news ar- 
rived from Shiish that a skirmish had taken place be- 
tween the Beni Ldm and ’Ali Kethir, A jiarty of the 
former were seen on the western bank of the Kerkhah 
by our late hosts, one hundred of whom crossed the river 
and were defeated, one man being killed, several wounded, 
and a dozen prisoners, with the loss of all their highly- 
valued mares. Ha’waychum left a beautiful white mare 
in the hands of the conquerors, and only saved his life 
by swimming the Kerkhah, 

At length Colonel Wilhams and the rest of his party, 
after an extended delay at Mohammerah in an atniosphere 
impregnated with malaria and sickness, joined us at 
Dizfiil, and in a few days we wenei Ihxuriating in a com- 
paratively cool climate, amid the oak groves of Mim- 
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gerrali,"" in the Luristsin moimtains, at an elevation of 
five thousand feet above the sea. But even at that 
altitude the thermometer frequently rose to 107° Fahr. 
in the shade. 

It would far exceed the limits of this work were I to 
enter into an account of the highly interesting journey 
performed by the Commission to Kerm^nshah, the rock- 
sculptures of Bisufcfin and Hamadan, Isfahan, the ruins 
of Pasargadm and Bersepolis, Shiraz, and the Maminaseni 
Lurs. Let it suffice that, at the end of the year, we 
once more descended to the plains of Dizful, where the 
Hissam-ed-dowlet, Suleyman Khan, was encamped with a 
strong Persian force— a necessary instrument for main- 
taining the Shiilfs influence among the tuihulent gentry 
of Khhzistan. This Clnistian governor of a Mohamme- 
dan province was an extraordinary man, and it is, as I 
have said, difficult to understand how he sustained his 
position among the higotted community. He was a jolly, 
stout old gentleman, and, perhaps, if his red nose did not 
belie him, addicted to veritable shlrS,z, or something 
stronger. He was full of fun and courage; but the 
sun of his greatness had well nigh set ; the days of his 
dignity were numbered. In an evil hour he was ordered 
to quell an insurrection at Behbehi^n, in the adjoining 
district of Firuz Mirza, the Sh^Ks uncle, which the prince 
had failed to do. Suleyman Kli^n w^as successful, and 
the j)rince, indignant that a ghy4wr had outdone himself, 

* At thi.s place we had the mi,sfortune to lose one of our little party — 
Mr Algernon Wood, first attach^ to the British Embassy at Constantinople, 
and Secretary of the Commission. An. imprudent bath in a cold mountain 
stream, when heated, brought on a violent attack of bronchitis, which, 
together with extreme lassitude from previous illness at Mohammerah, 
resulted in the untoward event. I cannot here omit a tribute to the 
memory of one whose affectionate and honourable qualities were so de- 
servedly esteemed by all his acquaintance. His abilities as a linguist, and 
knowledge of Oriental character, rendered his death a great loss to the 
Commission. 
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intrigued to effect tlie discliarge of liis successful com- 
petitor from tlie office lie filled witli such ability. The 
old gentleman complained severely, and 'with justice, of 
this conduct, and was soon about to deliver up the reins 
of government. 

At the time of our visit, he was just recovering from a 
severe accident which had occurred to him in returning 
from bis late conquest ; being exceedingly stout, he travelled 
in a European carriage, but, being upset during a dark 
night, the wheels passed over his hij)s, and, in the con- 
fusion, his own guard managed to gallop over and other- 
wise seriously injure him. 

Aware of the difficulty attending the commencement 
of excavations at Shfish, and desirous, for the sake of 
science, that the opportunity of the stay made by the 
Commission in those regions should not be lost, Colonel 
Williams w^rote to Colonel Sheil, H.B.M.'’s ambassador at 
Teheran, requesting his influence in obtaining a firman 
from the Shdh. The application was successful, and the 
document, giving the requisite permission, was duly re- 
ceived. Lieutenant Glascott and myself formed the van- 
guard of the party in taking possession of our old ground 
on the summit of the great mound, accompanied by two of 
Suleyman Khffifs officers, with an order for Sheikh 
Muss'd to attend our orders. His tents w’"ere pitched 
upon the eastern portion of the ruins, and he soon obeyed 
the simimons, with four watchmen, and a lamb as a 
present, besides a host of apologies for the smallness of 
his gift ! It occurred to me that this was a different 
reception to that which Churchill and myself experienced 
only eight months ‘ previously, when this same sheikh 
threatened us with all kinds of torments ;and deaths. I 
reminded him of my promise to revisit Shhsh with a 
firman from the Sh^h ; strangely enhBgh, ,the words, then 
spoken at random, now proVed; trtie. Mhs^’d replied 
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tliat, in one respect, a FirengM is unlike a Persian — ^lie 
invariably keeps bis word 1 This was a decided improve- 
ment in feeling. He was anxious to know what he 
should bring as a present to the elchi, and whether he 
would be contented with a mare % I told him that ‘‘ the 
elchi would accept of no presents— aU he required was 
good conduct from the ’AH EetMr, and he might rest 
assured that, if such were shewn, the elchi would not fad 
to represent it to the proper quarters.” 

A few days later, Colonel Williams and the whole 
English party were encamped upon the ruins. The great 
mound was, I tliought, more imposing than on my pre- 
vious visit, but the old tomb looked the picture of 
desolation and misery, the trees around had lost their 
green leaves, and the white spire stood out prominent and 
cold agamst the dark rain-bearing clouds. Elsewhere, 
however, there was an air of freshness, a tint of green 
spread over the surface of the surrounding plain indica- 
tive of the near approach of spring; altogether it was a 
different scene to that universal and glaring sheet of 
yellow which greeted our former arrival 
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Early History of Susa — ^From the days of Cyras, Susa tlie Winter- 
residence of the Persian Kings — Ahasueras identical with Xerxes — ■ 
Immense wealth found by Alexander— Power of Susa declines — Its 
Ruins at the present day — ^Abimdance of Wild Beasts — Imposing 
aspect of Susa in early times. 

Whether we regard it in a geographical, historical, or 
scriptural point of view, there are few places throughout 
the East more . replete with interest than that which is 
known to us by the various denominations of Shushan, 
Susa, Sds, or Shush. Of its primitive history we, of 
course, know little ; but the records of antiquity point to 
its origin amid the dim obscurity of oral tradition. 

It would appear that Elam, the son of Shem, like the 
rest of the early descendants of Noah, founded a kingdom 
in the region we are accustomed to regard as the cradle 
of mankind, — this, at least, is the inference from the men- 
tion made, in Genesis xiv., of Chedoriaomer, King of Elam, 
who, in alliance with four neighbouring monarchs, ex- 
tended his conquests to the west of the Euphrates during 
the time of the patriarch Abraham. We read, moreover, 
in Ezra iv. 9, that the Elamites were included among the 
dependencies of the Persian Empire ; and, in Daniel viii. 
2, that Shushan, the palace, was situated in the province 
of Elam, which name is undoubtedly likewise preserved 
in “ Elymais,” the title by whioh tlie^G^eek and Eoman 
authors designated a porbioj^'p^ ahehat Bnsiafia. We are. 
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=refore fairly justified in regarding tlie site of Susa as 
e oric^inal capital of the Elamites. At one tame, it is 
aaested that the seat of Chedorlaomer was the great 
biTof Kar Duniyas, mentioned in the Assyrian mscrip- 
ons as the metropolis of the lower country, and that rt 
icupied the after-position of Susar" at another tame, p i- 
looists considered the name of Susa as a slight t ‘ 
ition of Cush, and refemd the early colonization of the 
rrroimding region at the head of the Persian Gdf to 
he Hamite descendants of Noah, in accordaime with t lo 
heory already mentioned in this work.t Then agam, 

derodotusj; assigns the foundation of Susa to the Ethio- 

lian Meinnon, who went to the . assistance oi Priain, at 
he sieo-e of Troy; and the same authority states that 
liter him, the city was called Memnonia. Lastly, the 
Persian annals gwe the honour of its foundation to Hon- 
the grandson of Keyumerss, the second kmg of the 
early Pishdadian dynasty. All these disorepmees, how- 
ever, serve to prove the early antiquity and greatness 

of the ancient Suaa.§ . , i . i 

It is not until the time of Ashui-ham-pal, who reigned 
in Assyria' about 650 B.O., that we find any positive his- 
torical mention of the place under its suhsequent name 
of Shushan. Upon the has-reliefs of that monarch, at 
Nineveh, are detailed the conquest of Susiana under 
the name of “Madaktu,” and the taking of the city 

* « Outlines of Assyrian History,” Ly Sir H. Bawlinson. See Twenty- 
ninth. Annual Report of the Royal Asiatic Society 1852. 

+ Pace 96. One of the royal names occurring at Susa, and on monuments 
along the eastern shores of the Persian Gulf, is Tirhak--the same title as 
that of the Ethiopian prince Tirhakah, who warred with Sennaclieiih 
Kings xix. 9 ; Isa. xxxvii. 9).- Susa appears to have been the head-ciiiarterfc 
of the true Cushites. 

^ V. 53, 64 ; viii. 151. _ . , vi ■ - 

S The magnificence and importance of ancient Susa are to he likewise in- 
ferred from its representation upon the embroidered pallium, or shawl, o 

Alcisthenes of ^haris, described in Aristotle’s Memorabilia. 
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“Sbnsliaii/^ a ground jdan of wliicli appears upon tlie 
sculptures.'"'' 

Tire prominence given to tliis subject shews that ^ for- 
midable rival of “ Nineveh, that gxeat city,” existed in the 
south-east, when, at the summit of her greatness and 
renown, slie held P)al)ylon under her sway. Great con- 
fusion exists in our histories of events subsequently to 
this period, but it seems prol)al)lc that, when Nabopohisser, 
in 625 B.C., revolted against Assyrian dominion, and made 
himself master of Babylon, he likewise seized Susiana as 
a tributary province. It was apparently in this condition 
when, after the defeat and death of Nerigiissor, king of 
Babylon, 554 b.c., Abradates, king of Susa, overcome by 
gratitude to Gyrus for the protection offered to his wife, 
passed over with his forces to the Persians, and became 
the firm ally of the conqueror. Cyrus, on the death of 
Abradates, at the battle of Thymbra, a few years later, 
according to Xenophon,! succeeded to the govern- 
ment of the province of Susiana, and from that time 
Susa is repeatedly mentioned in history. But here a 
difficulty occurs in reconciling the Scriptural and profane 
accounts of the period. From the book of Daniel J we 
are led to conclude that Susa was once more restored to 
the King of Babylon, -which might have taken place by 
truce about the time of the marriage of Cyrus, and of the 
accession of Belshazzar to the throne of Babylon. How- 


* See page 366. Mr Layard, at p. 445 et seq. of N ineveli and Babylon, gives 
an interesting description of this monarch’s bas-reliefs (upon which the 
above names occur), discovered in the palace of his grandfather Semiacherih. 
A palace, wholly erected by Ashur-bani-pal, was afterwards discovered and 
partially explored by Mr Hormuzd Rassam, in one chamber of which was 
a series of sculpture.s, in excellent preservation, recording the conquest of 
Susiana. The most artistic productions of this king— A^-d'osuwes of 
Assyrian sculpture — were obtained by myseJ,f from th.wlo'V^^ear Stoiy of the 
saxne palace, and are now in the British Mtfaeunv ^ • A 

tCyrop.,v.4,&o. ' 

X Baniol vili. 1, 2. _ , 7 - 
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ever tliis niiglit be, we learn tbat a royal palace existed 
tliere in the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar,’' 
for Daniel saw in a vision that he “ was at Shuslmn in the 
loalace, which is in the province of Elam.”''' It has been 
attempted to prove that there were two cities of this name 
in the province of Siisiana : — one, the Shushan of Scripture 
in the Bahhtiy^ri mountains ; the other, the Susa of the 
Greeks. It was supposed that the Scriptural expression, 
« Shushan the palace,” was indicative of a distinction from, 
some other city of the same name,! but the reasoning 
was based on fallacious grounds, which it is not here 
necessary to dilate upon. That Shushan and Susa are one 
and the same, we learn from the agreement of Josephus 
with Scripture. He mentions a famous edifice built by 
Daniel at Susa in the manner of a castle, which, the J ewish 
historian adds, was remaining in his time, and had been 
finished with such wonderful art that even then it seemed 
as fresh and beautiful as if only newly built. “’Within 
the edifice,” he continues, “ was the place where the Per- 
sian and Parthian kings used to be buried j and, for the 
sake of the founder, the keeping ofi- it was eommitted to 
one of the Jewish nation even to that, day.” , It is true 
tliat the copies of Josephus, now extant, place this build- 
ing at Ecbatana in Media; but St Jerome, who also gives 
an account of it, and professes to do so, word for Avoid, 
out of Josephus, places it in Susa iii Persia. Josephus 
calls this building Baris — the same name- by AAdiich 
Daniel himself distinguishes the castle or palace of Shu- 
shan : for what we translate, at Shushan in the palace, is 
in the original, Besli Shushan ha Birah.X Tliere is reason 
to believe that Daniel might have erected an edifice at 
Susa, because, in the reign of Belshazzar, he Avas evidently 

* Daniel viii. 1, 2. 

t Journal of the Geogr. Society, vol. ix, p, 85. 

X Ker Porter’s Travels, ii. 411-414. JosejAus Antiq^. x. 12, which author 
(xv, 114) also calls the fortress at Jerusalem The Castle of Baris.’ 
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in office, — ^]:)robal)ly governor of tlie city, — since lie tells 
ns tliat he “ did the king’s hnsiness.”''^ 

From the time of Cyrus, Susa became the chosen 
vinter-seat of the Persian kings, and was richly embel- 
lished by succeeding monarchs. Under the sway of the 
Achmmenian dynasty, it tisnrped the greatness of its 
former rivals, jShneveh and Babylon. Strabo t informs 
us that “the l)uilding of Susa, its palaces, walls, and 
temples, was similar to that of Babylon, of bricks and 
cement,” referring doubtless to the period before the reign 
of Darius, the son of Hystaspes, because we have, as ’will 
be presently shewn, positive proof that marble structures 
■were erected by that king. It is certainly to these edifices 
that Pliny alludes, J when he attributes the foundation 
of Susa to Darius. The estimation in which it was held 
by neighbouring states may be gatliered from the remark- 
able speech of Aristagoras to *Cleomenes King of Sparta, 
■when the former -vdshed to engage him as an ally of the 
lonians against Darius : — “ Susa, where the Persian 
monarch occasionally resides, and where his treasures are 
deposited, — make yourself master of this city, and you 
may vie in influence -with Jupiter himself! ”§ 

Shushan is repeatedly mentioned in the books of Scrip- 
ture at this period, in connexion with the return of the 
J ews from captivity, and the rebuilding of the temple at 
Jerusalem. One of the most interesting episodes in the 
history of the great Persian capital is that recorded in the 
Book of Esther, where -the Je-wish maiden is elevated 
to the queenly dignity, and, by her influence over the 
mind of the king Ahasuerus,!!' enables her captive conn- 

* Daniel viii. 27. t L. 16. ’ , t ob. 27., ' 

§ Herodotus, Terps. 49, ' ‘ , ' . . , " i 

II Almost every Medo-Persian king foona C^axares to Artaxerxes 

lit, (Oebus) has in turn been advanced as tb.e Ali^ucrus of Esther. An 
article in “ Kitfco’s Cj'-clopsedia of Biblical Literature”' scf admirably sums up 
the question in favour of the Xerxes of Gre^k Authors,, that I cannot i-e- 
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trynien to defend themselves throiigliont the kingdom 
against the irrevocable decree of that cruel monarch. 
“ Thus the Jews smote all their enemies Avitli the stroke 
of the sword, and slaughter and destruction, and did what 
they Avould unto those that hated them. And in Slmsliaii 
the palace the Jews slew and destroyed five hundred 
men ; and in the king's provinces were no fewer than 
seventy'-five thousand of their enemies slain. 

It was from Shushan or Susa that the same monarch, 
under the Greek name of Xerxes, set out on his ill-fated 


frain from quoting the following rather lengthy extract : — “ On the ground 
of moral resemblance to that tyrant (Ahasuerus), every trait leads us to 
Xerxes. The king who scourged and fettered the sea ; who beheaded his 
engineers because the elements destroyed their bridge over the Hellespont ; 
who so rutliiessly slew the eldest son of Pytbius because his father besought 
him to leave him one sole support of his declining years ; who dishonoured 
the remains of the valiant Leonidas ; and who beguiled the shame of his 
defeat by such a course of sensuality, that he publicly offered a reward to 
the inventor of a new pleasure— -is just the despot to divorce his queen, 
because she would not expose herself to the gaze of drunken revellers ; is 
just the despot to devote a whole people, his subjects, to an indiscriminate 
massacre and, by way of preventing that evil, to restore them the right of 
self-defence, and thus to sanction their slaughtering thousands-'^ • . . 

There are also remarkable coincidences of date tetwjeen the . 
history of Xerxes and that of Ahasuerus. In the third year of Llg reign the 
latter gave a grand feast to his nobles, which lasted one hundred and eighty 
days (Esih. i. 3) ; the former, in Ats third year, also ‘assembled his chief 
officers to deliberate on the invasion of Greece (Herod, vii. 8). hTor would 
we wonder to find no nearer agreement in the two accounts than is 
expressed in the mere fact of the nobles being assembled. The two rela- 
tions are quite compatible ; each writer only mentioning that aspect of the 
event which had interest for him. . . . . Again Ahasuerus 

married Esther, at Shushan, in the seventh year of his reign : in the same 
year of /lis reign Xerxes returned to Susa with the mortification of his defeat, 
and sought to forget himself in plcasui'e ; — not an unlikely occasion for 
that quest for fair virgins for the hdrem (Esth. ii. 2). Lastly, the tribute 
imposed on the land and isles of the sea also accords with the state of his 
revenue, exhausted by his insane attempt against Greece. In fine, these 
arguments, negative and affii*mative, render it so highly probable that 
Xerxes is the Ahasuei’us of the Book of Esther, that to demand more con- 
clusive evidence would be to mistake the very nature of the question.” — 
See Article on A.hmmvm, 

- * Esther ix. 5, 6, &c. 
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expedition for tlie su])jngation of Greece, and it Y^as liere 
that on his return he dci)osited the immense treasures 
obtainedfei from the plunder of the temple at Delphi, and 
the city of Athens. 

Still later, when Alexander broke the might of Persian 
power at the battle of Arbela, we have Susa represented 
as the depository of the wealth, produced by the exactions 
imposed for several centuries upon the impoverished 
districts of that gveat empire, which the “ kings of kings” 
vainly imagined they had amassed for their posterity. 
AYe read that the governor of the province Avent out from 
the city to meet the conqueror Avith presents AAmithy of 
a king, and that on entering Snsa, Alexander found in the 
treasury immense sums of money, with fifty thousand 
talents of silver in ore and ingots, five thousand quintals 
of Hermione purple, t and among other articles a portion 
of the property aa^McIi Xerxes had carried off from Greece. 
There was, therefore, some foundation for the importance 
attributed by Cleomenes to the possession of this treasure- 
city ! 

^ Susa is repeatedly alluded to by the historians of 
Alexander’s campaigns, and during the Avars of his suc- 
cessors, Avhen it repeatedly changed hands. At length, 
in the year 250 b.c., the Parthian Arsaces, raising the 
standard of rcAmlt against Antiochus Theos, made himself 
master of all the eastern provinces of the Macedonian 
empire beyond the Tigris, and founded the Parthian 
empire, which endured until 226 a.d. Little is knoAvn 
to us of this warlike people during the five centuries of 
their dominion, but Susa continued one of the cHef cities 
of that race, and of the early Sassanian kings who suc- 
ceeded them. In the second or third century of our era, 

* About i;7, 500,000 sterling, 

t A quintal is about a hundredweight ; the immense value of this cele- 
brated purple is to be calculated' at the rate of £ 2:5 per lb. 
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a Cliristian see -was establislied there ; but Susa graduallj 
cleclinecl before Ctesiphon, Jundi Slihpur, and Shuster, 
and was at length taken by the Mohammedai* in the 
eighteenth year of the K.alif Omar, a.d. 640, Coins were 
struck there in a.T), 709, soon after which date the place 
seems to have been deserted in favour of adjoining towns 
which were rising into importance; and the history of its 
former greatness alone remained in the recitations of 
Persian poets, the exaggerated traditions of the people, 
and the vastness of its mounds. 

Such are the principal antecedents of Shiish — as far 
•at least as it is possible to give them in moderate com- 
pass. It is now proposed to describe the state of the 
place previous to the excavations undertaken there in 
1851-2. 

If reference be made to a maj) of this region, it will be 
seen that, soon after debouching into the plains from the 
adjacent mountains, the two great rivers, the Kerkhah and 
the river of Dizfhl, approach each other at right angles. 
When within two and a quarter miles of forming a junc- 
tion, they again recede from each other, the former t(;jp 
pursue its course to the Shat-el-Ar4b, near Korna, and the 
latter to join the Kdrun at Bender-ghil. At the point 
where these rivers most nearly approximate, stand the 
mounds of Shhsh, distant about three quarters of a mile 
from the Kerkliah, and a mile and a half from the river 
of Dizfdl. When the atmosphere is favourable, they are 
clearly visible from Dizful city, and, with a telescope, I have 
discerned them from the summit of the Mungerrah moun- 
tains, thirty miles distant. At the eastern base of tlie 
ruins stands the tomb of Daniel, on the verge of the 
Shaour, a deep but narrow stream, rising from the plain 
a few miles on the north, and flowing, at a sluggish pace, 
towards its junction with the river of Dizffil. The area 
occupied by the ruins covers an extent of ground three 
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and a Iialf miles in circumference, and, if tlie nnmeroiis 
small mounds around the great mass be included, spreads 
over tliQjpvbole visible plain east of tlic Sktoui'. To the 
west of tiiat stream are no ruins whatever. 

The principal existing remains consist of four spacious 
artificial platforms, distinctly separated from each other. 
Of these the western mound is the smallest in super- 
ficial extent, but considerably the most lofty and impor- 
tant."' According to tlie trigonometrical measurement of 
my friend Lieutenant Glascott, R.N., t the northern and 
highest point is 119 feet above the level of the Slriour at 
the ford. In form it is an irregular, obtuse-angled, 
triangle, with its corners rounded oflj and its base facing 
nearly due east. It is apparently constructed of earth, 
gravel, and sun-dried brick, sections being exposed in 
numerous ravines produced by the rains of winter. The 
sides are so perpendicular as to he inaccessible to a horse- 
man except at three places.^ The measm'ement round the 
summit is about 2850 feet. In the centre is a deep cir- 
cular depression, probably a large court, surrounded by 
^elevated piles of building, the fall of which has given the 
present configuration to the surface. Here and there are 
exposed, in the ravines, traces of brick walls, which shew 
that the present elevation of the mound has been attained ‘ 
by miTcli subsequent superposition. 

About half-way down the slope of the south-west side§ 
lies a large fragment of cherty-fractiiring blue limestone, 

* Numbered 1 on tbe Plan. 

t From a series of observation^ of the same gentleman, the south point 
of the mound (B on the plan) is in latitude, 32° 11' 25" N., and its longitude 
is roughly estimated at about 48° 27' 0" JBt I may take this opportunity 
to remark that the plan is chiefly due to the survey made >vith a prismatic 
compass by Mr Churchill, the main points being afterwards correctly fixed 
with the theodolite by Lieutenant Glasoott. 

X Two of these are represented on the plan of the mounds, the other is 
at the south-west angle, 

§ At the end of trench A on pkm : 
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which appears to have been part of an obelisk. The 
upper side bears thirty-three lines of complicated charac- 
ters in a Scythic dialect of the cuneiform, not present 
deciphered, although Sir Henry Eawlinson has succeeded 
in reading upon it the name of an early king called Susra.'^- 
Other blocks of similar stone, and another of sandstone, 
lie upon the plain below. 

Trom the remarkably commanding position of the 
great mound, winch is called by the people of the 
country, “ the k^ha ” or castle, I have no hesitation in 
recognising in it the citadel of Susa, to which Arrian t 
pointedly alludes in the following passage : — “ "When we 
had sacrificed according to national custom, and held 
torch races and athletic games, Alexander appointed 
Abulites, a Persian, satrap of Susiaiia, gave the command 
of the garrison (1000 disabled Macedonian soldiers) in 
the citadel of Susa, to Mazarus one of his own staff, and 
made Archelaus, son of Theodorus, governor of the city 
(with 3000 men) ; after which he set out to go into 
Persia," The administration of civil affairs was entrusted 
to the Persian, but with his usual admirable policy, the^ 
military command of the place was submitted to the 
Greek generals. The importance of the citadel, command- 
ing the rest of the city, may be gathered from the fact 
that he placed in it the well-tried soldiers who had followed 
him from his own native kingdom of Macedonia. 

It was here, too, that the advancing Moslem host en- 
countered the obstinate defence of Hormijzan, satrap of 
the Pei’sian province, who, true to the cause of his fugi- 
tive sovereign Yezdijird, for six months held the place 
against all attacks. But courage and devotion were not 
l^roof against treachery. One of the garrison revealed to 
the besiegers a secret entrance through a conduit which 

* Jonj’nal of the Boyal Asiatic Society, vol. xii., p, 482, 
t “ Arriaui Expeditio Alexandri,” iii. 16. 
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supplied tlie castle with water ; the Arabs, entering ]»j 
night, threw’ open the outer gates, and let their arnij into 
the coiu*4 yards. Hormiizan, from the battlements of a 
strong tower or keep, held a parley wdtli the xlrah leader, 
ami, on promise of safe-conduct, finally yielded to the 
Khalifi wdiose adviser lie subsequently became in the pro- 
secution of the war with Persia. 

Separated from the citadel on tlie w^est liy a channel or 
ravine, the Ijottom of which is on a level with the ex- 
ternal desert, is tlie central great platform, covering up- 
wards of sixty acres.* The highest point is on the south 
side, where it presents generally a perpendicular escarji- 
ment to the plain, and rises to an elevation of about 
seventy fe^t ; on the east and north it does not exceed 
forty or fifty feet. The eastern face measures three thou- 
sand feet in length. Enormous ravines penetrate to the 
very heart of the mound. 

The north mound, t a considerable square mass, seems to 
have been added at the north-west, and a smaller mass 
at the south-east corner of this mound. A slight hollow 
occurs between the north block and the main portion of 
this great platform, and was perhaps an ancient road- 
way. 

The eastern platform, called upon the plan the ruins of 
the city,J is very extensive, but its limits are less easily 
defined, because its edges sink gradually into the plain. 

There are no , traces of walls for the protection of the 
city, and although Strabo alludes to them, it is probable 
that Susa depended much, himre upon its natural defences, 
the rivers of its province,' than upon earthen ramparts. 
Upon the extensive series of |dw mounds, § extending 
to the Dizful river, are two tombs, Im^ms /"AhhaS and 

■ * Numbered 3 on the Plan, ' t Numbeteh h'on Plan, 

X Number e.d 4 on Plan. _ v > , 

§ Not shemi upon the Plan, from'.mnt of space. 
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Ibralilm-el-rfialil, wliicli, like tliat of Dcxniel, are built of 
bricks and sm,all capitals of white marble from the ruins. 

A canal, derived from the Kerkhah, about tj\-o miles 
from the point where it enters the plain, ' passing round 
the. head source of the Shd-our, flows to the north and 
east of the great mass of mounds, and forms a small 
marsh at the south-west base of the central platform. The 
river Kerkhah has flowed considerably further east than 
at present, and its old bed may be traced within a third 
of a mile from the Shaour ; in ancient times it probably 
defended the southern side of the city. The old bed to 
which I allude is now a thick forest of tamarisk, poplar, 
and acacia, and is said to be a celebrated cover for lions ; 
in flict, I several times observed their traces here, and 
the people of the country shun the neighbourhood. 

Susa abounds in wild beasts and game, — ^lions, wolves, 
lynxes, foxes, jackals, boars, porcupines, francolin, and a 
small species of red-legged partridge, find shelter in the 
density of the surrounding cover. During nine months in 
the year the whole country is burned up by the sun’s heat, 
with an intensity which gives some credence to Strabo’s 
report, that lizards and serpents could not crawl across 
the streets at mid-day without being burnt."^^ At the 
beginning of January, howet-er, the young grass, brought 
into existence by the heavy rains, makes its appearance, 
and increases wdth a truly tropical rapidity and luxu].i- 
ance; nowhere have I ever seen such rich vegetation as 
that Avhich clothes the verdant j)lains of Shush, inter- 
spersed with numerous plants of a sweet-scented and 
delicate iris.t 

Par in the south is. seen the continuation of the Ahwaz 




* Strabo, xv. 3. 

t Moma BisyryTiohium, Ker. {Tria BisyryncMmv, L.) By some persons it 
is supposed that the abundance of this beautiful flower gave the name of 
“ Shtishan” — ^the lily — ^to this locality. 

i- " ' ■ 'J ! ■ ' 
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low range, intervening between Susa and tLe plains of 
Hawiza, while, on the north and north-east, are tlie 
snow-topped chains of Luristan and the Bakhtiyaii, skirted 
by external and gradually lowering ridges of sandstone 
and gravel conglomerate. 

It is difhcnlt to conceive a more imposing site than 
Susa, as it stood in the days of its Kayanian s]>lendoiir, — its 
great citadel and columnar edifices raising their stately 
heads above groves of date, konar, and leinoii trees, — 
surrounded by rich pastures and golden seas of corn, — 
and backed by the distant snow-clad mountains, Neither 
Ba1}ylon nor Persepolis could compare with Susa in posi- 
tion — watered by her noble rivers, producing crops 
without irrigation, clothed with grass in sj)rmg, and 
within a moderate journey of a delightful summer chme. 
Susa vied wdth Babylon in the riches which the Eu- 
phrates conveyed to her stores, while Persepolis must have 
been inferior, both in point of commercial position and 
picturesque appearance. Under the lee of a great moun- 
tain range, the columns of Persepolis rise like the masts of 
ships taking shelter from a storm, and their otherwise 
majestic appearance is lost in the magnitude of the huge, 
bare, rocky mass towering above them. Susa, on the 
contrary, stood on the open plain, with nothing in imme- 
diate proximity to detract from her imposing and attrac- 
tive tableau. How are the mighty fallen 1 Where are 
now those great nities pf ancient Persia, whence issued 
forth the formidable armaments destined to make even 
heroic Greece tremble in her greatest, and most pahny 
days \ How faithfully do^ their fate shadow forth that 
of Persia itself, and act as a warning to the proud and 
arrogant % The vast hosts of Darius' and Xerxes served 
only to expose the riches and pride, as well as the weak- 
ness and cowardice of the Oriental character, and a few ‘ 
years brought with them the strong arm of Alexander, 
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tke diastener and avenger. Tlie line of Persia’s ancient 
monarclis was broken, and a son of insulted Greece 
snatclied tlie sceptre from the fallen dynasty. From that 
time Persia sank lower and lower in the scale of nations ; 
and, although the house of Sassan in some degree re- 
gained the power and splendour of the past, yet it was 
only temporary; each succeeding century lias seen the 
vast empire of the king of kings getting deeper into the 
mire, until, at the present day, it has attained that pitch 
of decay and degradation from which it is difficult to 
foresee any sjieedy hope of regeneration or rescue. 


CHAPTEE XXYIL 


Excavations coniiuciiceci by Colonel Williams — A Bnvglar — Coiivii;tion 
and Pimislwnent — Gigantic Bell-shaped Bases of Columns discovered 
— A Amar’s Interruiitioii — Proposed Besumptiou in 18o2 — Journey 
under the Protection of the Beni Lam — ^Thc Segwend Lurs — Hiring 
of Native “ Nav\des” — Opposition of the Priesthood — The Cholera 
ascribed to the late researches — ^The New Viceroy^ Kh4nler Mirza, 

No time was lost, after Colonel Williams’ arrival at the 
ruins, in commencing excavations. As there might be 
some difficulty in obtaining Arab workmen, notwith- 
standing the specious promises of Slieikli Mhsa’d, the 
under-servants of the Commission were at once em- 
ployed in digging a trench from the prostrate and in- 
scribed slab on the south side of the citadel, into the very 
heart of the mound.'"" By sunset they had opened a 
trench, forty feet long and nine feet deep, much to the 
astonishment of the few Arabs who watched the proceed- 
ing, and wondered at the audacity of the EirengM elchi. 
The only discovery made this day was a (^lincbical 
sepulchral vase, of baked clay, three feet long, and eleven 
inches in diameter at the mouth, rounded at the opposite 
extremity; tlie interior being lined with bitumen, and 
containing the hones of a child, and a few heads. It was 
one of those vases which I attribute to the Sassanians. 
On the second day, an order arrived from Suleyman 
with permission for the Arabs to aid Colonel 
Williams, — but only a smaU party, could, be induced to 
accept the keran a day offered for their services, the 
* At A on Plan. 
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chiefs keeping out of the way. At length, on the third 
day, Sheikh Musd’d, and his son HaSvaychum, called to 
pay their dutiful respects to the elchi, hut more particu- 
larly to ask the loan of ten tomans, which they promised to 
repay in as many days — a rather cool request on a first visit ! 
Not succeeding in their wishes, they returned to their tents 
evidently dissatisfied with the result of their errand. 

Sheikh Musa'd was required to provide a guard of 
his people to watch over the safety of our property, and 
nightly at sunset a dozen of his ill-looking rascals, 
with bristly beards and bitumen clubs, marched, or rather 
straggled into camp, to be stationed at various eligible 
points for the prevention of surprise. Five nights sub- 
sequent to the demand for tomans, an event occurred which 
speedily deprived us of the near neigliboiuliood of Sheikh 
Mfis^’d’s camp. It was the duty of one of the bekjls to 
keep guard upon my tent and that of Lieutenant Glascott, 
situated on the south edge of the great mound. I was 
suddenly awakened in the dead of the night by a rustling 
noise against the canvass; but, as jackals and foxes had 
taken an especial liking to the camp, and prowled about, 
committing all sorts of strange antics and depredations, 
such as biting tent ropes and stealing corn bags from off 
the very noses of the horses, I supposed that some of 
these ani^ials were taking their usual diversions, but be- 
came at last convinced that a human being was effecting 
an entrance into my tent. I imagined that, by getting 
quietly out of bed, the unwelcome intruder might be 
caught; but, unfortunately, the noise I made in rising 
betrayed my intentions, — a signal was given, and a des- 
perate tug at the canvass announced that the intruder 
had fled. I quickly followed in the direction he took 
towards the adjoining tent, where the bekji sat crouch- 
ing in such an attitude as at once convicted him of being 
an accomplice. He was seized, and placed in custody until 


CONVICTION AND PUNISHMENT. 


351 


daybreak, riotwitlistaiiding his protestatious of innocence. 
On examination it was discovered that two of my 
tent-pegs were drawn, and the outer curtain propped 
up by a short club, two pegs of the inner wall were 
likewise removed, several articles of apparel strewed 
about, and one or two actually gone. Next day, 
Colonel Williams sent for the sheikh, hut the prisoner, of 
course, declared he had iiotliing to do with the matter, 
although the stick propping up the tent was proved 
to be his. Muss’d drew his sword and threatened to 
cut the fellow down unless he confessed, hut he still 
l^ersisted in his innocence. Mhs^’d then pi'oposed to 
take and pimisli him at his own camp ; but the elchi, not to 
be imposed upon by an Arab, insisted that the fellow should 
either be punished on the spot, or sent into Dizfdl. The 
latter arrangement did not exactly suit the slieiklds hook, 
for, although the thief would have been j)iimshed by the 
amputation of a hand or arm, M6s^"d himself would 
have lost that which he valued much more — namely, a 
good round sum of kerans by way of fine. Hahvaychnm 
was therefore called upon by his worthy father to perform 
the part of Ferash hash! (executioner) with the thick stick 
he usually carried. The wretched culprit was tied hand 
and foot, crying for mercy — ^but that, alas! was in vain. 
— down went the blows as fast as hail upon any part 
of his body which was uppermost — no matter whether, 
rolling over in agony, he presented his back, stomach, 
leg, foot, elbow, head, or nose, — rllaVaychuin shewed no 
compassion till the stick ,yr,as. reduced to splinters, and 
himself exhausted! When ' to ; punishment was con- 
cluded, the released sufferer in, 'an instant disappeared 
^ke a shot over the edge of the mound, as tough the 
punishment had diffused extra life and activity into his 
hones and muscles ! „ , -t 

It was to be naturally., expected that this example 
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would have deterred further theft ; but no I on the fol- 
lowing morning our best mule was missing, and two 
others were caught running loose with their ropes cut. 
The consequence of these contretemps was, that the Arabs 
were afraid to work lest any of them should l)c suspected 
and punished like the bekji on the previous day. Two 
mornings later, smoke rising from the adjoining mound 
announced that Mds^’d and his tribe had departed, and, 
as usual, fired the refuse of their camp. 

Up to this time, three trenches, dug into the citadel 
mound to the depth of nineteen feet, failed to discover 
anything except portions of a brick pavement,- — fragments 
of moulded composition-bricks stamped with cuneiform, 
and covered with green glaze, — and'^ a large piece of 
copper like the lining of a water-tank, which, being left 
upon the mound, was soon cut up and carried away 
piecemeal by the Arabs. 

When reduced once more to our own. resources, Colonel 
Williams directed his attention to the numerous blocks 
and pieces of limestone lying upon the surface of the 
mounds, especially upon the north and central platforms, 
in the hope that some discovery might be made, which 
would justify the opening of trenches at some particular 
spot. It was evident that some magnificent structures 
once existed at Susa, for the surface of the mounds was 
strewed with fragments of fluted columns, which had 
frequently attracted the notice of travellers. 

Near E on thep.lan was a large block of blue limestone!, 
about ten feet square and three feet thick, projecting 
through the soil, and resting on a gravel foundation. It 
was doubtless the basement stone of a broken fluted 
column lying near at hand. Further westward was ^ 
considerable growth of mimosa plant, whose prickles ren- 
dered a passage through them a matter of difficulty to 
* At 0, on General Plan of Mounds. 
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ourselves and damage fco our clotHng. This underwood 
extended along the edges of a rectangular projection, near 
the middle of the north mound, which I conceive to have 
been added at a late period to the north-western extremity 
of the great central platform. 

Near the north-west angle of this projection among 
the brushwood, Colonel "Williains observed a small piece 
of limestone projecting through the soil, and on excavat- 
ing around it, discovered the gigantic monolith base of a 
column in Further excavations revealed two 

similar bases t at equal distances apart, twenty-seven and 
a half feet from centre to centre, and four feet below the 
surface. They were buried below vegetable soil, a pavement 
of coarse bricks, a layer of hme cement, and gravel. They 
rested on rougli limestone slabs, nine feet square by one 
foot ten inches thick, and were all unfortunately broken 
off at three feet four inches from the basement ; but sub- 
sequently there was discovered near them a fragment of 
the upper part of the base with tlie torus attached, from 
which Mr Churchill was able to make a carefully-restored 
drawing of a perfect base. There could be no hesitation in 
concluding that Colonel Williams had discovered a palace 
of the ancient Persian monarchs at Susa, rivalling, if not 
surpassing, that at Persepolis in grandeur. The bases 
were bell-shaped, and richly carved, in representation of 
the inverted flower of a plant which we usually term the 
Egyptian lotus. The following are measurements care- 
fully taken : — 

Diameter at the sweH of the bell, 8 ft. 4 in. 

„ „ torus, , . 5 „ 4 „ 

Height of plinth, . . ' 2 in. 

„ from plinth to* torus, 4 ft, 1 ia. ^ . 

Total height of bases, 4jFb. Sin. * ' ' 

The general form, the dimensions, and the peculiar style 

* Number 7 of Plan, page 366.. t Numbers 6 and 5. 
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of ornamentation employed, cannot fail to remind tlie 
observer of tbe column bases in tlie Great Hall, attributed 
to Xerxes, at Persepolis, but tliose of Susa are infinitely 
more graceful in design and detail, exliibiting round tbe 
swell of the beU. an elegant and elaborate wreath, formed 
by alternate buds and perfect flowers of the lotus.'"" 

At the western foot of the mound were the breast of 
a fractured bull, enormous fragments of fluted columns, 
and portion of a fourth base similar to the other three, 
amidst a quarry of debris. 

Trenches were then carried from two of the pedestals, 
fifty-five feet into the mound; and, from the centre of 
the third monolith, holes were dug twenty-seven feet 
apart, in the expectation of others being found. Exca- 
vations were likewise made at E (on the General Plan), 
but nothing further could then be discovered of the 
elegant building to which the fragments undoubtedly 
belonged. 

During a month's residence at Shush, Colonel ‘Wil- 
liams' researches were much interrupted by the miscon- 
duct of the Arabs, as well as by the heavy spring rains, 
which at times threatened to wash our encampment 
bodily into the swollen Shaour below. Suleyman Khan 
was much annoyed at the behaviour of our neighboins, 
and there can be little doubt that, except for his pre- 
sence - at Dizffil, the Arabs would have declined to 
lend the little aid they did. None of the great sheikhs 

* See woodcut, page 360. The beautiful design, which so frequently oc- 
curs upon the sculptures at Nineveh and on the column bases at Susa and 
Persepolis, is usually supposed to represent the flower of the Egyptian 
lotus {Ny minima Lotus\ but it may equally well be intended for the 
Egyptian bean (Nelumhium speoiosmii), the Kvafxos of Pythagoras, now nm 
longer an inhabitant of the Nile, but indigenous to the East Indian rivcrl: 
In some cases, however, as in a slab recently exhumed from Nineveh, 
the flower is evidently that of the common white lily of our gardens 
{Lilium eandidum). 
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paid the respects which were cnstomaiy towards a per- 
son ill the official position of Colonel -Williams. Their 
utter detestation of the Fircnglil was evinced in every 
possible mode. They refused to sell corn or sheep to 
onr party ; they abused our servants whenever they 
met ; and they kept themselves as fiir as possible from 
the contaminating and dreaded influence of the hateful 
strangers. 

At length the season arrived for the Commissioners 
to resume their labours and conferences at the “ de- 
bateable land^^ of Mohammerah ; and once more the 
green plains and healthy mounds of Susa were deserted 
for the less agreeable deserts on the borders of the HafAr. 
We all regretted the sad alternative, but duty required 
our presence ujion the frontier. 

Before any attempt was made to resume excavations 
at Susa, another year elapsed, during which interval 
great changes had taken place in Khhzistan. The 
tlmeatened discharge of Snleyman Khiin from the ad- 
ministration of the province actually took place: bribery 
and coimt intrigue had done their work. The Christian 
had played the same game, and ventured a high stake ; a 
purse of tomans to the Shahj and 20,000 more to the 
Amir, W' ere spent in vain, — Khanler Mir^a, the favourite 
uncle of the Shfih, took possession of the province. He 
had previously governed the Gulpaig^n district, near 
Isfahan, where his stern and unflinching distribution of. 
justice gained ' him the greatest respect. To this were 
now added LhristAn,Khhzistiii, and the Bakhtiy^i moun- 
tains, so that Khanler Mirza rtded over the largest, 
richest, and most important region throughout Persia. 
As a natural consequence of the change of governors, the 
whole of the above districts were in an excited state, and 
with diflicnlty prevented from breaking out into open 
rebellion. A few judicious examples were made by the 



Prince whose iron mle soon made itsell teit, alike among 
Ldrs and Arabs. At the end of 1851, the only disalFec- 
tion stiU existing thronghont the Prince s doininion was 
at its north-western extremity, among a division of the 

FeyK Mrs. _ . 

In the interim, the delimitation of the Tuiko-Persian 
frontier proceeded hut slowly, and Decemher^ 1851 
saw the form Commissions assembled at Zoh^b, in the 
Persian province of Eierm^nshlih, without any material 
results of their labours. Letters were there received 
from Colonel Kawhnson, at Baghdad, stating that, during 
the pre^dous session, a sum of £500 had been voted by 
Parliament, and placed at his disposal, for the purpose of 
making fiiilher researches at Susa. Lord P almerston s con- 
sent had likewise been obtained, authorising my being em- 
ployed in excavations, when not othervdse more profitably 
encraged. As the movement of the Commissioners was 
dhected fromZoh^b towards the south, keeping along the 
plains, my services as geologist could, for the present, 
be dispensed with by Colonel Williams, who therefore 
directed me to proceed to Baghdad, and receive Colonel 
Eawlinsohs instructions concerning the prosecution of 

excavations at Susa, _ 

In tlie middle of January I once more rejoined the 
Commission at Mendeli, whence, provided with letters to 
the Prince, and armed with the Sh^Ls firman, I prepared 
for an adventurous journey of two hundred miles across 
the desert to Dizfdl. I travelled under circumstances of 
more than ordinary difficulty, none of the authorities 
being willing to ensure my safety. The region, through 
which portion of my route lay, belongs to the Bern lAm 
Arabs, who are nominally subject to the Pasha of Bagh- 
dad, although that dignitary has really little influence 
over them. During the winter and spring months, the 
numerous Persian tribes of the Feyli Ldrs descend from 
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their mountain fastnesses, and pasture their hocks upon 
the same plains. As these occupants of the country he- 
iong to distinct races, and speak different languages, 
distrust and warfare are of constant occuiTeiice between 
them. Two feelings, however, tliey have in common : — 
intense hatred to their respective and nominal sovereigns, 
and Ihgoted intolerance towards all but their owii sect 
of Sheah. hlohammcdans. Methkur, the Beni Lam >:>lieikh, 
being consideraldy in arrear with his annual tribute to 
the B^ighdad treasury, was endeavouring to elude the 
Pasha’s messengers. ’All IDian, the chief of the Segwend 
Ltirs, was, as I have just said, in open rebellion against 
the new governor of Khiizist^n ; he was a relative of that 
Kelb ’All Kh4n, who murdered our countrymen, Grant 
and Fotheringham, and was ec[ually notorious for his 
cruelty and want of faith. Carrying with me letters to 
the Prince, and a large sum of ready money for the 
commencement of the excavations, but being without 
protection from any party, it must be admitted that my 
prospects were not very encouraging.'^" However, in ad- 
dition to my own little staff of domestics, the Persian 
.Commissioner, Mlrza J^fer lOidin, with his usual prompti- 
tude, placed at my disposal two of his mehmendars, and 
I was joined by two Bakhtiy^ri servants of Seyid 
Mustapha — an influential religious chief of Dizful, enjoy- 
ing British protection, — one of the most daring and 
unscrupulous of intriguers. Thus we mustered a tolerably 
strong party. 

Mirza J^f4r Kh^n had Supplied me with letters to the 

* I bad before me Mr Layard’s ■wa,rrmjg of ibe insecurity of the route 
(Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, vol, xvl, |>. 89), but there was 
no alternative, unless I chose to take the-longjUumey IjyJBusrah and up the 
Kdrdn. Any laudation frona me is, I am av^are, , superfluous, but I cannot 
omit to express my sense of the value of that gentleman’s geographical 
communication upon the region in (Question. It is full of the most accurate 
and detailed information. 
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chief of all the Feyli Lhrs, hut, at the conclusion of my 
third day’s journey, the people of Baghcha-Seray, a small 
Tillage on the Persian side of the frontier, refused either 
to admit me -within their walls, or to furnish me with a 
guide to their chief or elsew’here. Under these circum- 
stances, I deemed it advisable to seek the protection of 
the Bern L‘ 5 .ni Sheikh, and, for this purpose, diverged 
towards the bank of the Tigris. Falling in with a few 
tents of his tribe, I obtained a guide, who undertook to 
conduct me to his camp, distant twm days’ journey, amid 
the sand-hills of the Tib. It was fortunate that I took 
. this course. Methkiir was flattered by my placing myself 
under his protection and guidance ; while the present of 
a bag of coffee, and a rich piece of green silk for a dress, 
made him my friend and brother,” and subsequently 
secured me from the de];>redations of his whole tribe during 
my third residence on the mounds at Shhsh. The Beni 
L^m are notorious thieves, and their name is said to be 
derived from the folio-wing tale : — 

“ An ancient king, passing through the tribe, ordered 
each man to bring a kid’s-skin full of milk to a cer- 
tain place for the supply of his troops. The skins 
w^ere di-fly brought, -wmll filled out ; but, on the milk being 
measured, there proved to be only half the quantity or- 
dered. It appeared that each milkman had unwittingly 
stumbled upon the same expedient to cheat the troops 
and save his own dairy, their skins w-ere half-filled -wdth. 
wind. Hence the tribe was called ‘ La’m,’ the Persian 
ion: hiam 01 Uack-leg!^’ Such, at least, is the Persian 
explanation. 

Methkur’s protection was valid among the insi-irgent 
Segwendis, whose camp lay on my next day’s journey. 
’All Khdn at first seemed disposed to be inhospitable, and, 
perhaps, thought what a diversion it would be to his re- 
spected followers if he gave the order for an onslaught 
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on the party. His fears, or l)etter feelings, liowever, pre- 
Yailed, and he feasted me that night on good wheat eii 
bread and national lamb. If any truth is to be placed 
ill physiognomy, that of 'Ali Elian fully justified the 
character he received ; his tribe, too, was the most extra- 
ordinary assemblage of animals bearing the human form 
that I ever set eyes upon. They had high shouhlers, 
long legs, pucker-faces, and (if the Lamarckian theory of 
transmutation of species be true) perhaps also long 
tails, although I will not vouch for this fact, not having 
had an opportunity of making a minute zoological ex- 
amination. They could not, however, have been so far 
advanced in the scale of progression as those men with 
tails, whom it is said the French naturalist, M. Castel- 
man, heard of in Abyssinia, because the latter possessed 
benches with holes in them, through Avhich they passed 
their tails ; the Segwendis were not so civilized as even 
to construct a bench ! Hac^e encountered this strange 
race in the deserts without Methkhr’s protection, our safety 
would not have been valued at a straw. As it was, how- 
ever, 'All Kkiii provided a guide, in addition to tlie Arab 
sent l^y the sheikh, and by his assistance we crossed the 
river Kerkhah at a dangerous ford, and ultimately arrived 
in safety at Dizfhl. 

His Highness the Prince, since his accession of terri- 
tory, had done away with the steps and stairs by which 
the bridge was previously crossed. He had only just de- 
parted for the Ndhr Hdshem, where a bund was in course 
of erection, for the purpose of restoring the river Kerk- 
hah to the ancient channel past the town of H^wlza, 
which was abandoned by the stream in '1832. A mes- 
senger wns despatched to him with, my Tetters, and in a 
few days I received a reply, statht^ ;4hat' all my wishes 
should be gratified,” and that iiti return to Dizfui 

in a few days. 
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In the interim I made no secret of my intentions, but 
gave notice to aU my visitors that the excavations were 
about to be resumed. At the same time I took care to 
exhibit the Shah’s firman, so that the news s})read like 
wildfire through the bazaars that the Firenghis *wcre 
come again to dig for gold at Shush 1 The regular pay 
and circulation of money during Colonel Williams’ ex- 
; cavations had produced an improved feeling among the 

lower classes towards Europeans. The Arabs, it is true, 
did not shew much disposition to aid me, but the agri- 
cultural Lfirs from the adjoining villages flocked in from 
aU directions anxious for employment. The previous 
conduct of the Arabs on two occasions, and their present 
shyness, were not such inducements that I should rely 
upon them alone; whereas the Liirs were strong, hardy 
I mountaineers, accustomed and able to handle the spade. 

I engaged seventy at the rate of half a kerdn per day, 
eq^uivalent to fivepence of oi# money, and ascertained that, 
with a day’s notice, two or three hundred more could be 
I secured on the same reasonable terms. Two-thirds of 

the Mrs agreed to take their own implements. Addi- 
f tional spades, axes, pulleys, ropes, and other necessaries 

were daily accumulated, and nothing was now wanting but 
an interview with the Prince, and his full permission to 
enable me to break ground without delay. 

It must not be supposed that the priests and holy men 
of Dizffil observed my open proceedings with favour. 
They used every endeavour to thwart my plans, but this 
was done secretly, because they knew Kb filler Mirza 
to be no friend to their order. Since the last visit of 
the British Commission, cholera had committed ex- 
tensive ravages throughout the province, — ^^this was, of 
course, attributed by them to Colonel Williams’ excava- 
tions “ at Danyel ! ’^ When it became known to the 
mfijtehid that the Lfirs were offering themselves, several 
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of the poor fello^vs were called into his presence, and told 
that, if they escaped l)eiug killed hy the falling of the 
trenches, they would assuredly die of cholera before the 
expiration of the year ! The act of digging into those 
mounds wuis a sacrilege, and there was no hope for of- 
fenders -who ventured to transgress after the priestly warn- 
ing! Love of gain, howe'\’'er, proved infinitely more po- 
tent than the threats of the piaesthood or the fear (.d.‘ 
death. When kerhns becanie plentiful in the hands of the 
workmen, and were spent in the bazaars, even the green- 
turbaned descendants of the Prophet, seized with the 
general fever after wealth, forsook their usual avocations, 
and hastened to the trenches I 

As soon as the Prince arrived at his camp on the cliff 
opposite to the town of Dizflil, I received an invitation to 
his tent. Having had the advantage of his previous ac- 
quaintance, I was received by him in the most affable and 
courteous manner. The letters, of which I was the bearer, 
had evidently given him much pleasure. His Highness, 
Kh^nler Mlrza, might then be about thirty-five years of 
age, and wslb a remarkably handsome man, although 
somewhat pale, the result, it was whispered, of dissipa- 
tion. His intelligent features, high forehead, full black 
eyes, and aquiline nose, would have anywhere rendered 
him an object of attraction. He did not generally bear 
a good name, but, from circumstances which afterwards 
presented themselves to my notice, I arrived at the con- 
clusion that he was an admirable governor of a Persian 
province, stern and uni'elenting to the criminal, but. 
usually mild and lenient towards qthers. If he called on 
his subjects for a large increase ofj their taxes, (the chief 
charge against him), it was, I woiildfaln believe, with the 
intention of applying the proceeds to . the public good. He 
was building and repairing bridges, erecting dams for the 
better distribution of water, and - engaged in other sub- 
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stantial works, wliick, if fully carried out, would be of tlie 
utmost consequence to tlie prosperity of Kliuzistdn. He 
was reported to be cruel in Hs punisbmeiits, but that is 
muck tlie fault of tke people as of their rulers : they 
never have a due respect for the authority of a governor 
unless a few executions take place on his assumption of 
office. Such examples are therefore absolutely necessary 
to awe a province into good behavour for at least a 
reasonable time. 

He soon introduced the name of Shush, and shewed that 
took great interest in the excavations at the palace of 
Darab (as he correctly called the column bases already 
exposed), which he had carefully exaniiried one day while 
hunting in the neighbouiiiood. On my stating that I 
had engaged some Liirs, subject to his approval, he inter- 
rupted me, “ but,'' said he, “ you are going to pay them 
too much! I hear you have engaged them at a keiin 
a-liead, because, when I wanted labourers for the bund 
N^hr Hdsheni, they refused to come for the usual 
of pay, alleging that you were offering twice as 
" I told him^ with a knowing look, that he knew 
the people of the country better than myself, but that 
half-a-kei4n was the sum I had agreed to give them. He 
fully comprehended me, and returned my look with com- 
pound interest, exclaiming, with a smile, “a kerim, indeed! 
dogs' fathers never saw so much money ! " 

His recent visit to the bund at ISTahr Hashem had evi- 
annoyed him. His engineers, if such a term 
be applied to the parties employed, had made a 
complete failure of their work, and consequently a large 
portion of it was carried away by a sudden rise of the river. 

But," said the Prince, “ before I leave Dizful for the moun- 
tains, inshallah ! I shall have it finished ! " As I rose to 
depart he gave me strict injunctions that, if any one mis- 
behaved in the slightest degree, or failed to shew me the 
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same deference lie should himself expect if there, I should 
inform him without delay ; if I did not, the fault would 
be my own. The same instructions were given to Feth 
Ullah Khdn, one of his trusty men, whom he ordered to 
watch over my safety, and obey iny orders. 

Hea^^ rain prevented my leaving Dizfhl for a couple 
of days, after which my tents wm’e xiitched upon the north-* 
west platform, within a few hundred feet of the column 
bases. My seventy w-orkmen duly made their appear- 
ance, spade on shoulder, ready to commence operations as 
soon as the order should be issued. Having no tents, the 
sanctity of Daniers tomb was soon violated, and its old 
roof rung with the chorus of wild Liirisli songs, which 
seventy lusty throats screeched forth untiringly. 
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The Groat Palace of Darius at Susa — Columns mth Double-bull 
Capitals — ^Trilingual Inscriptions of Artaxerxes Mnemon — “ Court 
of the Garden” of Esther — Columnar and Curtain Architecture — 
Origin of the Susian and Persepolitan Style — ^Worship of Tanaitis or 
Venus. 


On looking around the vast area of mounds, and con- 
sidering tlie small sum at my disposal for the investigation 
of their contents, I was almost tempted to regard my 
enterprize as a hopeless one. There was an exceedingly 
bare prospect of making any important discovery near 
the site of the columns already exhumed, because of the 
slight depth of the earth. However, with them before 
me, and the certainty that some other portion of the 
building must exist near at hand, I resolved to proceed 
and endeavour to ascertain the plan of the edifice to 
which they belonged : possibly something of interest might 
turn up among the fragments. There was a probability, 
too, that a stylobate existed, as in the palaces at Perse- 
polis, adorned with sculptures and inscriptions. I there- 
fore decided on driving several trenches into the mound 
from the edges, commencing, in the first place, near the 
columns. My efforts in their immediate neighbourhood* 
were wholly unsuccessful, but, on the first day, a trench 
one hundred and twenty-five feet distant, close on the 
north side of the platform, struck upon a large basement 
* At P on the General Plan of the ruins, page 343. 
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slab of ],)lne limestone (at No. 9 on tlie Plan, see next page). 
Upon its surface conkl be distinctly traced a circle, eiglit 
feet four indies in diameter, a proof that it formerly sup- 
ported a column of precisely similar dimensions to those 
already laid bare (Nos. 5, 6, 7). 

From the centre of this slab, twenty-seven feet three 
inches were measured off on either side along the scarjo 
of the mound, and a similar slab discovered in each posi- 
tion. I was not, however, equally fortunate with holes 
dug at the same distances from the centres of these slabs 
towards the centre of the mound. Colonel Williams had 
in like manner failed to find any indications of a second 
row of columns. I tried a series of holes at equal dis- 
tances beyond those last made, but with no better success. 
Not satisfied with this, I opened a long trench from my 
first-discovered basement slab, passed the two holes, and, 
at the distance of sixty-eight feet four inches from its 
centre, reached a gigantic monolith pedestal. It mea- 
sured eight feet square, and two feet five inches high, at 
which point there was a flat ledge, nine inches deep ; 
beyond tliis again the monolith rose a foot higher, and 
was then broken off. Farther on, in the same line, with 
a like inter-columniation of twenty-seven feet three inches, 
occurred four similar square pedestals, more dilapidated 
than the first, and a vacant space for another, thus- 
marking, in all, the positions of six columns. 

A trench at right angles to the other, was now dug 
from the square base first discovered, and disclosed, at 
similar distances apart, four additional square pedestals 
on the east, and one on the west (in row 1, 3, of the 
Plan). 

I was now satisfied that the structure was one of 
similar description to the so-called ^reat Hall ' of Xerxes 
at Persepolis. Further research^ s 'phi' ©iffy confirmed this 
impression, but proved ,.Hk:0w|se‘ that, ffthough the two 
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colonnades differed in details, they were erected on the 
same plan, and with nearly the same measurements. It 
is therefore natural to conclude that they were the designs 
of the same architect. 

The accompanying ground plan of the palace at Susa 
serves to explain its arrangement. It may, however, be 


Cohimn l)ases or basement 
slabs actually discovered. 
Positions of columns not 
sought for. 


Column bases with trilin^tal 
Jnscriptions. 

Position of a column, no imr- 
tion of which was found. 
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necessary briefly to remark, for tbe information of tliose 
witii wlioin the PersepoKtan structure*'' is not familiar, 
that the Great Hall at Susa consisted of several magni- 
ficent groups of columns, together having a frontage 
of three hundred and forty-three feet nine inches, and 
a depth of two hundred and forty-four feet. These 
groups were arranged into a central phalanx of thirty -six 
columns (six rows of six each), flanked on the vTst, 
north, and east, by an equal number, disposed in double 
rows of six each, and distant from them sixty-four feet 
two inches. 

Of the inner phalanx the positions of twenty-one 
columns were determined, and many others doubtless 
might be discovered by excavation ; but, as it was 
necessary to make the utmost use of my funds, I was 
obliged to rest satisfied with ascertaining the actual 
plan of the edifice. 

Of the external groups, there remained on the west, 
three t of the inner row — the original discovery of Colonel 
'Williams, — and a large fragment of another among the 
debris upon the slope of the mound. It doubtless be- 
longed to the outer row of the same group. 

Three large basement slabs of the inner row alone 
remained of the northern series; — but, of the eastern 
group, the positions of two in each row were ascertained ; 
the rest are either still buried, or had long since fallen 
down the slope of the mound. 

It was in consequence of the outer rows being destroyed 
in the western and northern groups, that neither Colonel 
Williams nor myself at first succeeded in finding the rest 
of the columns. We might have dug holes all over the 

* For details regarding Persepolis and its paJaces, I may refer the reader 
to the admirable works of Chardin, Le Brun, ISTiebtihr, Texier, Ker Porter, 
Flandin and Coste, and Fergnsson. 

t Numbered 5, 6, 7, on the Plan, 
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mounds at twenty-seven feet three inches apart, com- 
mencing from our separate starting points, and neither of 
us would hy this means have discovered another column ! 
As another instance of the luck attending excavations, I 
may mention that Colonel Williams actually dug two 
trenches* between the rows of columns ; whereas a few 
feet deviation from the straight line must have inevitably 
revealed one of them ! 

In the Great Hall at Persepolis there are clearly two 
orders of columns ; the same coincidence obtained at 
Susa, but as none of the shafts remain erect at the latter 
locality, it is impossible to speak unhesitatingly concern- 
ing the entire details. We know for a certainty, however, 
that the inner phalanx possessed square bases, while those 
of the outer groups were bell-shaped. All the shafts were 
undoubtedly fluted like those at Persepolis, but beyond 
this point there must remain much conjecture. Strewed 
in inextricable confusion among the monoliths were huge 
portions of the fallen columns ; these were so abundant 
that I was able to take correct measurements, and, with 
Mr Churchill’s assistance, to restore the various details of 
one variety of compound capital, identical (except in a 
few unimportant particulars) with those in the external 
groups at Persepolis. This capital evidently consisted of 
four distinct parts, as shewn in the accompanying wood- 
cut, which is reduced from Mr Chtirchiirs drawings of the 
oiiginals.t They are probably intended to represent the 
pendent leaves of the date-palm, the opening bud of 
the lotus flower, a series of double volutes, and certainly 
at the summit, two demi-buUs, between whose necks 
passed the beams for the support of the roof. 


* Shewn at E on the General Han. 

t These drawings were extremely careful restorations of the sculptures, 
nothing being admitted for which there is not sufficient proof. They are 
now in the British Museum. 
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^Yhetller any utlier 
variety of capital existed 
at Susa it is difficult to 
decide, but from the fre- 
quent repetition of tlie 
same sidqect among tlie 
debris of the iralaec, I 
am inclined to think that 
the same surmounted 
the top of every column. 
Mr Fergusson,’'’ in his 
admirable attempt to re- 
store the Persepolitan 
structures, rejects the 
drawings of Texier, Flan- 
din and Coste, as re- 
gards the presence of the 
double-bull capital in 
the interior of the build- 
ing, and remarks : — “ In 
this, the beams running 
equally in four direc- 
tions, a capital facing 

* “ NineveL and Persepolis 
Restored,” p. 162. 

t The total height of this 
compound capital was 28 feet 
The horns and ears of the two 
bulls were not found ; these were 
let hr with lead, but had disap- 
peared. The beams represented 
in the woodcut aro, of course, 
imaginary. There was no means 
of ascertaining the height of 
the fluted column, because no 
portion remained m situ. The 
total height of the tallest column 
^at Persepolis is, from the floor' 
to the architrave, 67 „ feet 4 
inches. 


We ef eolumii at Bufia. 
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only in two is a singularly awkward expedient, as cliiiiisy 
for an interior as it is appropriate for an external porcli.” 
Blit, notliwithstanding tins opinion, the abundant frag- 
ments of broken bulls, which occur in the very centre of the 
great phalanx at Susa, are, I think, satisfactory proof that 
all the columns were surmounted by them, and I therefore 
quite concur with the three authors just mentioned, that 
the same was the case in the corresponding structure at 
Persepolis. It is certain, at any rate, that the northern 
row of the central Susian group was supplied with 
double bulls, because one pedestal (No. 1)* has a piece 
cleanly cut out of its eastern side, by the perpendicular 
fall of the bull-capital, which could not have fallen 
into that position except from the column immediately 
above, or from the one adjoining it. The head of 
another bull was observed to rest against a monolith, 
while a body had fallen on the opposite side. 

The most interesting discovery, however, connected 
with this columnar edifice is the fact that, in each of 
the two most northerly rows of the great phalanx, the 
two central squai‘e pedestals (Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4) were 
or had been' inscribed with trilingual cuneiform records. 
These were cut around the ledge, but the fall of the 
columns had so materially injured them that only one 
copy remained entire — written unfortunately in the lan- 
guage which is least known of the three. As if in an- 
ticipation of the fate which aivaited the edifice, and of 
the prospect that one copy at least might escape the gene- 
ral destruction, each set of inscriptions was repeated 
four times. The Scythic version occupied the western 
side, the Persian faced towards the south, and the Baby- 
lonian pointed eastward. The fourth side was plain. 
Each version was deeply cut in five lines, and extended 
six feet four inches in length, and seven inches in breadth. 

* See Ground Plan of Palace at page 366. 
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Upon pedestal No 1, the Scythic version was per- 
fect, the Persian liad lost the last two lines, and the 
wliole of the central portion in the Bahylonian copy was 
destroyed by the fall of the biill-eapital. 

Of pedestal No. 3, a few characters of the Persian 
alone reinaiji. The monolith No. 2, is like\v’'ise much 
damaged, having only fragments ctf the ’Persian and 
Babylonian copies still existing. It had been injured on 
some previous occasion, either by Haws or otherwise, be- 
cause pieces of the same stone had been fitted in and 
secured with iron or lead, over which the inscriptions 
had been cut. 

Of the pedestal No. 4, nothing is left but the base- 
ment slab to determine its former position. There can, 
however, be little doubt that it was inscribed like the 
others, because these four columns mark the position of 
the principal fapade. 

These records are, in many respects, highly interesting, 
They are the sole memorials extant of Artaxerxes Mne- 
mon, the conqueror of the Greeks at the battle of Cun- 
axa, and they record the completion of the edifice, which 
had been commenced by Darius, the son of Hystaspes, 
as stated by Pliny,*'' This fact is important, because it 
enables us, with a tolerable degree of certainty, to con- 
jecture the age of the great colonnade at Persepolis, as to 
which much doubt exists. It is generally supposed to 
have been the work of Xerxes, because it bears a com- 
memorative tablet of that monarch ; but Sir , Henry 
Pawiinsont has suggested the probability of its original 
foundation by his father Darius. That such was j-eally 
the case is corroborated by the, general’ agreement in 
plan and measurement, as wall , ^n & def ails of the 
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Susian and Persepolitan structures. It is, I tliink, liiglily 
probable that tliey were designed by tbe same arcliiteet, 
altbougli finished at different and distant periods. 

From the perfect Scythic version of the inscriptions, 
aided by the Persian text, Mr Norris'''^ suggests the 
following translation as not being very far from the 
truth 

Says Artaxerxes, the great king, the king of kings, 
the king of the country, the king of this earth, the son 
of king Darius ; — Darius was the son of king Artaxerxes, 
Artaxerxes was the son of king Xerxes, Xerxes was the 
son of king Darius, Darius was the son of Hystaspes, the 
Achsemenian. Darius, my ancestor, anciently built this 
temple (or edifice), and afterwards it \Yas repaired (1) by 
Artaxerxes, my grandfather. By the aid of Ormazd, I 
placed the effigies of Tanaitis and Mithra in the temple. 
May Ormazd, Tanaitis, and Mithra protect me, with the 
- (other) gods (^), and all that I have done ” 

Mr Xorris remarks that “ the loose way in which this 
inscription was engraved, the abnormal spelling, and the 
unusual forms of the letters, all combine, wdth gram- 
matical inaccuracies, to throw difficulties in the way of 
a satisfactory explanation of that part of the inscription 
wffiich follows the usual introductory phrases. The 
Persian text would have been of great assistance; but 
it unfortunately fails us where the difficulties begin, 

' the last two lines being almost completely broken away, 
without leaving a single entire word." 

It is probable that the orthographical inaccuracies 
above mentioned .are the result of the language having 
become materially corrupted during the Achmmenian 
period, or between the time of Darius, surnamed Hystas- 

* Por further information on this subject, I mtist refer tbe reader to 
Mr Norris’s elaborate and learned memoir “ on the Scythic Inscriptions ” 
in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. sv., 157-162, 
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pes, and Aidaxerxes Mnemon, — or it may "be, as ^Ir 
Norris seems to tliiuk, that these irregnlarities arise 
ironi a desire on the part of the writer to make the 
translation as literal as possible, even to the errors of 
the original. 

There is another point which gives extreme interest 
to this inscription. I have elsewhere * quoted valuable 
authority as to the identity of Ahasuerus, the husband 
of Esther, with the Xerxes of Greek authors. If this be 
admitted, we cannot but regard the edifice iji question 
as the actual building referred to in the following verses 
of Scripture ; — 

‘‘ The king made a feast unto all the people that were 
present in Shushan the palace, both unto great and 
small, seven days in the court of the garden of the hinges 
palace; where were white, green, and blue hangings 
fastened wdth cords of fine linen and purple to silver 
rings and p illars of marble: the beds were of gold and 
silver, upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and 
black marble." t 

. It w^as here, among the pillars of marble in the court 
of the garden in Shushan the palace, “ when the heart 
of the king was merry with wine,” that the order was 
given for queen Vashti to overstep the bounds of Orien- 
tal female modesty, and ‘‘shew the people and the 
princes her beauty." J 

By referring to the plan of the ruins, it will be ob- 
served that the position of the great colonnade corre- 
■ spends with the account above given. It stands on 
an elevation in the centre of the mound, the remainder 
of which we may w'ell imagine to, have been occupied, 
after the Persian fashion, with a, .garden and fountains. 
Thus the colonnade would represent the court of the 
garden of the kings palace,” with its /‘pillars of mar- 
^ See note, page 339. , . t Esther .v, 6. , t Esther i. 10, 11. 
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Lie ” 1 am even inclined to believe that the expression 

“ Shiishan the palace applies especially to this portion 
of the existing ruins in contradistinction to the citadel and 
the city of Shiishan.* 

But to return once more to the excavations. In the 
hope of solving the difficulty as to the connexion wiiich 
existed between the central and outer gTOiips of coliiimis, 
trenches were, in several instances, dug between them to 
ascertain if there had been any intermediate wall for the 
support of a roof. At that time I had not seen fklr 
Fergiisson’s valuable work, recently referred to, nor had 
I any indications of his theory on the subject. I had, 
it is true, noticed the foundations of two doorways, mid- 
way between the central group and the front portico at 
Persepolis ; but, as these were the only indications of an 
existing wall at that place, I was not satisfied on the 
point, . and deterinined to investigate the subject at 
Susa. My trenches all proved fruitless : there was not 
the slightest vestige of such a w^all as Mr Fergusson 
has suggested in his restored plan t of the Persepolitan 
Great Hall. Although strongly inclined to adopt a 
similar idea, in order to make the entire structure com- 
pact, I was obliged to abandon it. If there had been 
any such wall at Susa, some portions of it must have 
been discovered, even if constructed of bricks. Mr Fer- , 
gusson’s argument is partly founded on the fact, that 
in two of the smaller palaces at Persepolis, such v^alls 
do actually remain. But this, I think, rather invali- 
dates his theory, because, if they were not destroyed in 
the smaller edifices, there was less likelihood of their' 
being carried away from the more massive buildings. 

As regards Susa, however, there is, in my opinion, a 
strong proof that such walls did not exist. It cannot 


* To this point I shall have occasion again to allude, see page 4:^9, 
t Nineveh and Persepolis Restored,” p. 144. 


("OLQMI!? AXD (milTAlN ^UiCHITECTUllE. 


375 


otherwise l)e well explained why there should he no 
ijiscription on the north side of the four coliuims® — that 
side 'which was iiiidouhtedly the principal front of the 
edifice, — except that the record might he protected from 
the infhieiice of the weather. At PersepolLs and Nineveh 
it was customary to place the coniinemorative records in 
the most conspicuous position at the entrances, ai.nl, 
unless for the reason a1)Ove assigned, it is dilliciilt of 
explanation why the same principle was not carried ont 
at Susa, I feel therefore persuaded, notwithstanding the 
strong arguments which have been adduced to the con- 
trary, that the outer groups or porticoes stood distinct 
from the central square of columns, or connected simply 
by means of curtains. It seems to be to this that reference 
is made in the “ hangings fastened with cords to silver 
rings and piUars of marble” t at the feast of the royal 
Ahasuerus, Nothing could be more appropriate than this 
method at Susa and Persepolis, the spring residences of 
the Persian monarchs. It must be considered that these 
columnar halls were the equivalents of the modern throne- 
rooms, that here all public business was despatched, and 
that here the king might sit and enjoy the beauties of 
the landscape. With the rich plains of Susa and Persepolis 
before him, he could well, after liis 'winter s residence at 
Babylon, dispense with massive Walls, which would only 
check the warm fragrant breeze from those verdant 
prairies adorned with the choicest flowers. A massive roof, 
coveriu^. the whole expanse of columns, would be too 
cold and dismal, whereas ' cqrtains aro,und the central 
groiijr would serve to admit both light and warmth. 
Nothing can be conceived better .adapted to the climate 
or the season. 'A. ' '*> ■ 

The elevated position of the Great- Colonnade, with the 

Nauibered 1, 2, 3, 4 on the Grourud Plan at pag?i-36a 
t Esther i. e. ■ 
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somewliat abrupt edges of tlie luouiid upon Avlucli it 
stood, suggested the probability of a sculptured stylobate 
resembling that at Persepolis. AVithout a massive sup- 
port of some description, the immense superincumbent 
\veight of the columns must have necessarily caused the 
platform to give way at the edges. Several trenches 
were therefore dug on all sides, but without the discovery 
of the smallest fragment of sculpture. At the north-west 
corner, however, on the edge of the platform,* and at the 
depth of about fifteen feet, there occurred a block of large 
bricks, set in bitumen, evidently the foundation of a strong 
wall. I therefore conclude that the platform was sustained 
by a brick wall, and that neglect in repairing it, or wanton 
removal of the bricks, produced the destruction of the 
whole edifice. The absence of bas-reliefs at Susa need, 
however, be no cause of surprise. jSTineveh and Persepolis 
are situated in localities producing the stone of which the 
edifices are constructed. Susa, on the contrary, stands 
on a gravel plain, thirty miles removed from the nearest 
point whence building stone is procurable, t 

The habitable portion of the Susian palace, erected by 
Darius and his successors, undoubtedly stood on the south 
of, and immediately behind the columnar hall. Traces 
of brick walls were there uncovered, but, the deptli of 
earth being so shallow above them, it was useless to exca- 
vate further in that quarter. 

The similarity between the buildings of Persepolis and 
Susa is so great that any peculiarity observable in the 
one will equally filustrate the architecture of the other. 

* At E on tlie General Plan. 

t The dark blue limestone of the Susa monoliths is extremely hard and 
difficult to work, , In parts, howerer, its texture is slaty, and to this cause 
may he attributed, in some degree, the destruction of the columns. 
It was most likely obtained from the valley of the river Kcrkhah, near 
Pdl-i-Tang, or from the adjoining range of the Kebir Kfrh, whence it must 
have been conveyed on rafts to Susa. 
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Even if not erected by tbe same architect, tliey were the 
works of the same dynasty, and they proceeded from one 
source. They form a distinct style of architecture, and 
it now becomes necessary to offer a few I’emarks upon it. 

The large hollow member with leafy ornaments — -form- 
ing, as it were, the cornice of certain Persepolitaii 
structures — is nowhere else observable except in the 
ruined edifices which line the banks of the Xile, or deck 
the Egyptian plains; but the palaces of the Aehmnienian 
kings lack the massiveness which is the grand charac- 
teristic of Egyptian buildings. The bulls of Persepolis 
and Susa remind ns at once of their prototypes in the 
Assyrian palaces : the flutings of the columns are almost 
counterparts of the delicate chasings of the Greek pillars, 
whilst the palm-ornaments of the capitals point to the 
fallen empires whose splendour once mirrored itself, even 
as their ruins are now reflected, in the waters of the 
lower Tigris and Euphrates. It is worthy of notice, 
however, that the palaces of Susa and Persepolis are much . 
inferior to those which they resemble in the several 
empires whose remains are still preserved to us, and that, 
far from being (as M. Flandin remarks, in the Revue 
des Deux Mondes) “ worthy to be classed Avitli Greek 
art,” tliey were rather the works of a powerful monarch, 
who wanted the skill and taste to direct the labour which 
his power commanded. Such a one was Darius, the 
son of Hystaspes, who, having subdued a people which 
had suffered the luxury of art to rust its sword, was 
ambitions, “ by the grace of Ormazd, who had brought 
help to him,’' to make his palaces outshine, by prodigality 
of ornament, those of the nations he had conquered, and 
to “engrave with an iron pen in th,® J^ock,for ever/’ in 
commendable simplicity, the, record of - his deeds. The 
purity and artistic feelings ; A%nqtiished he could 

not transplant, nor perhaps' eV^. appreciate. It may 
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liave contented liim to borrow forniB indiscriminately 
from all, so that eacli of the hundred cohimiis'^' snrroimd- 
ing his throne might bear upon its fluted shaft the lotus, 
the palm, and the bull, and symbolize the glories which 
the vigorous arms of the Persian had gathered upon the 
battle-fields of Egypt, Assyria, Greece, and Babylonia. 

The earliest specimen of the Acha3nicnian structures is 
at Mfirghab — the ancient Passargadse — which likewise 
bears the earliest cuneatic record of that dynasty by 
Cyrus the Great. As it is pretty generally admitted that 
this alphabet was adopted from subjected nations, and as 
it is invariably connected with their architecture, both at 
Persepolis and Susa, it rather adds confirmation to tlie 
view here taken as to the origin of these unique specimens 
of the building art. 

In the inscription, upon the monohthic bases of Ar~ 
taxerxes Mnemon, we read that he -raised , a statue in 
honour of the goddess Tanaitis,t or Venus ; it is 
interesting to corroborate this worship, by means of 
excavations in a different part of the ruins. In a trench, J 
twenty-two feet deep, at the south-west corner of the 
great platform, was discovered a collection of about two 

* The Great Palace at Persepolis, it is well known, is, more Fersarwm^ 
called “ OhehilMiudr,” “Tiie Hundred Columns,” although it only possessed 
seventy-two. 

t Tanaitis is certainly the Assyrian Auaitis, the Persian Anahid, the 
Phcnnician Tanith, and tlie Greek Tavats of some MSS. at least. The Persian 
version of the record still shews a part of the name “ — nahata;" the Baby- 
lonian has AnaJehitu, The Scythic word may be read Tanata. The 
inscriptions confirm the statement of Plutarch, that Tanata was worshipped 
in the time of Artaxerxes Mnemon. It has been usual, in printed Greek 
works, to alter the name of Tanata, or Tavats, to ^Ava'ins ; but the Pheeni- 
cian Tanith, the present inscription, and the authority of good MSS. of 
Strabo, shew that Tavats was equally admissible ; and, if the very probable 
conjecture of Gesenius as to the identity of Tanata and the Egyptian god- 
dess Neith be correct, the reaso3i of the variation is plain, ta being merely 
the Egyptian feminine article. See Mr Norris’ Memoir on Scythic Inscrip- 
tions, JoiivimJ of Boyd Asiatic Society, vol. xv., p, 160. 
t K on Plan, 
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liiindred terra-cotta figures, the greater numher of wliicii 
were nude representations of the goddess. Yeiius was es- 
pecially worshipped at Babylon, and her clay models are 


Clay figures of Venus from Susa. 

among the most common of those found throughout Baby- 
lonia. Those discovered at Susa are altogether of a difiereiit 
type, and exhibit some remarkable peculiarities, shewn in 
the woodcjLit. 

The hands, as usual, hold the breasts, as emblems of 
fruitfulness ; the features are veiy carefully moulded, and 
present a decidedly Assyrian profile ; the hair is clipped 
close to the forehead, like the modern fashion of the 
Persian w’^omen ; and the head-dress is high and pro- 
jecting, like the cap frequently worn by Jewish ladies iii 
the East. The ears, neck, wrists, and ankles are adorned 
Avith their apj)ropriate ornaments. The features and head- 
dress are perfectly different from any found elsewhere. 
There Avas evidently a great demand fo]’ those statue ties, 
A\duch were cast from several moulds,,. aitd it appeared 
as though the trench had despendeff into the image- 
maker’s' -store. In an adjoinfi^ trnhch;’^ was recovered 
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one of the clay moulds in Avhicli the figures were 

cast."^ ■■ , , 

There occurred also, in the same trench, other male 
and female figures, playing on instruments resembling 
the native zanthr, together with several primitive re- 
presentations of domestic animals — the Indian bull, the 
sheep, and horse. 

* In a small cTiamber, ia the south-east palace at Niinrhd, I discovered a 
large collection of very beautiful ivories, among which were a great variety 
of nude figures, frequently itx the same posture as those above described. 
In several instances, they composed groups as column shafts. From the 
frequency of their occurrence, I concluded that they had fonned part of an 
ornaments shrine dedicated to Venus. Short accounts of these ivories, 
with figures of the most remarkable, are contained in the Literary Gazette 
of April 5, 1856, and in the Illustrated London L'^ews of April 12, 1856. 
The originals are in the British Museum. 
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CHAPTEE XX JX. 


Hostility and Reconciliation — -An Arrival — ^Tlie Lur Workmen — Insur- 
rection of Seyids — ^Administration of Justice — Hovel Method of 
Smoking — Colonel Williams’ Horses Stolen — An Arab attack Re- 
pelled — The Haughty Humbled — Besieged by a H^rem. 

' ' m 

It must not be supposed that the progress of the ex- 
cavations was unattended witli difficulty and annoy- 
ance. On quitting Bizful for the ruins, the services 
of only seventy Lhrs were secured, under the impression 
that, as soon as the work began, many Arabs would be 
induced to offer themselves. In this, however, I was dis- 
appointed, and the letters furnished me by Kh^nler Mirza 
failed to produce the desirable result ; the ’All Kethir 
were not to be moved from their obstinate determination. 
Sheikh Glififil, the chief of the whole tribe, whose tents 
were situated about three miles from the mounds, 
was especially directed .to see to' my Safety, and to sup- 
ply me with workmen ; but his remark, on reading the 
Prince’s letter, was to the effect that he would not send 
men — “"‘the Shah-z^da (Prince) might cut him and his 
tribe to pieces ; his sons and wives were the Prince’s, but 
he would not send a man to dig at Shffsh for a Firenghi!” 
With his rival, Sheikh Mahommed,* encamped with his 

* The ’All KetMr Arabs are divided into tbirty-one tribes, of wbioh. the 
Cberim, Anafija, Chd’b, und Md’la are tbe only large ones. At the time of 
my visits to Susa,Ghdfil was sheikh of the and Mahommed-em-Mesh^I 

of the- last. ' ,-‘r 
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people a short distance from the mounds on the opposite 
side of the Shdour, there was no better success. His 
reply to my demand for workmen was the question, “how 
the Prince permitted a Ghyawr to excavate at Shush !” 
From another camp it was stated that my groom was 
driven with sticks and stones w^liile endeavouring to pur- 
chase corn for my horses. A general feeling prevailed that 
the recent visit of cholera to the province, was tlie conse- 
quence of Colonel Wilhams’ excavations, and that it would 
return again with tenfold violence," at this second act of 
impiety! It soon became evident that, unless means 
were taken to prevent it, I should be exposed to gross 
insulj. The opportunity was not long in occurring, and 
eventually turned to my advantage. 

On the third day after my tents were pitched at Shfish 
and the works in full operation, Sheikh Mahommedh 
brother, with about a dozen of his people, presented them- 
selves at a trench where I was watching the workmen 
extracting pieces of fluted columns. Salutations were 
expressly made to the Lhrs, under the designation of 
“Bizfiili,” for the undoubted purpose of excluding me. 
At first I took no notice of this conduct, regarding the 
visitors as ignorant Arabs; but when they followed me 
about from trench to trench, behaving in the same man- 
ner at each, and holding conversations among themselves 
concerning “ the beast, the pig,” &c,, it was evident that 
a direct insult was intended towards myself. To have 
submitted tamely would have been productive of con- 
tinued annoyance ; I therefore insisted on their leaving 
the trenches until they had learned to treat me with com- 
mon respect. They were not prepared for this high tone 
from a Christian, and therefore took their departure with 
strong signs of surprise and disgust. Determined to 
strike the iron while hot, I despatched the Prince’s man 
to Sheikh Mahommed, demanding an apology for this 
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gTcituitous insult on the part of his brother. On the fol- 
lowing (lay, Maliommed liimself sought an interview, and 
begged that the offender might be forgiven. “ He is an 
Arab,’' said he, “and knows no better.” His brotlier also 
confessed that he had acted with great impropriety, Init was 
sorry for his beliavionr. Thus an excellent opportunity 
arose for conciliating my nearest neighbours, and at the 
same time of explaining that I had no desire they should 
act contrary to their prejudices in working at the ex- 
cavations. To prove that I possessed due and proper 
authority for my proceedings, the Shah’s firman was ex- 
hibited. Sheikh Mahommed received this precious docu- 
ment standing ; he carefully examined the seal, kissed 
it, muttered a prayer, and then placed it reverently on 
his head. It was then handed to his brother, who did 
likewise. 

The old man’s quiet demeanour and pleasant counten- 
ance were a strong contrast to the roughness and ill-looks 
of his tribe, and the interview between us evidently told 
likewise in my favour. He became particularly commu- 
nicative, and, from that day, he and his brother were my 
stanch friends. With the exception of excavating in the 
mounds, they willingly aided me in anything I might re- 
quire, and, during my stay, I was obliged to them both 
for many acts of assistance and friendly feeling. 

A few days after this interview I' was enabled to test 
this newly formed friendship. A scrap of paper was one 
morning put into my hands, addressed in European hand- 
writing to Colonel Williams,' with the intimation that 
the writer waited a reply on, the opposite side of the 
Kerkhah. It proved to he from- Lieutejiaiit Jackson, 
I.N., who was on his way to join the English party. 
He had recently arrived from Bombay, and went to Bigli- 
d4d in expectation of finding Colonel Williams at Men- 
del!, but, being too late to oyprtake Hm there, he set ont 
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once more on tlie Tigris, hoping to reach liis chief at 
Hawlza, The native boat, in which he took passage, 
as bad luck would have it, ran aground. Eighteen days 
elapsed, and, there being no chance of the vessel fioatiiig 
until the annual rise of the river, the voyager decided 
on making his way overland. He fortunately made tlie 
acquaintance of a Beni L4m sheikh, who hospitably un- 
dertook to see him safely to the banks of the Kerkhah. 
In passing the Segwend Lurs, one of their tushmals, or 
chiefs, swore that, but for his protector, his life would 
have been the penal^ for his temerity in venturing 
among them ; in token of the truth of which assertion he 
inhospitably turned the unlucky traveller out of his 
tent into the rain, leaving him to find shelter elsewhere. 
After various other adventures, he at length succeeded 
in gaining the bank of the Kerkhah, where the Arabs re- 
fused to provide him with skins to form a , raft. He 
wisely wrote to the elchi, who, he understood, was dig- 
gingup piles of gold and silver cups at Shdsh ! An ap- 
pheation from me to Sheikh Mahommed was instantly- 
attended to ; sheepskins were collected from the women, 
and in a few houcs my friend was safely and gladly 
lodged in my tent. 

Sheikh Mahommed’s camp was my farmyard ; it 
supplied barley and straw for my animals, and every 
species of Arab luxury for our o\vn susteiiance. And 
yeh although my immediate neighbours now behaved 
so well, others at a greater distance exhibited less friendly 
disposition towards my party. Whenever any Lilrs were 
caught straying far from the mounds, or were engaged in 
cutting wood on the banks of the Sh^our, they were at- 
tacked, and not unfrequently some awkward wounds wnre 
inflicted. On one occasion a workman was carried into 
camp speared in a frightful manner by a party of Arabs. 
In order to suppress such outrages, it became necessary 
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to organise ’well-armed foraging parties, ’v^dio were accom- 
panied by a chief answerable to me for tlie behaviour of 
his men. This had a good effect, and the cowardly 
attacks ceased. 

Having satisfactorily ascertained that it was useless 
expecting the Arabs to aid me, I determined on increasing 
my force by engaging men in DizfitL It soon became 
known that -workmen were required, and the mounds 
■vmre besieged by applicants ; no farther difficulty was 
experienced in raising three hundred and fifty men. The 
principal number were Lurs, but many were a mixed race 
from the town, — half Lur, half Arab, hating the Frank, 
but greedy for his ker^ns. This additional force was 
distributee! at various positions on the mounds, as indi- 
cated by the coloured lines on the general plan of the 
ruins. The men were divided into gangs; the strong 
Lfirs used the long-handled spades of the country, and 
like Irish “navvies,” threw the earth high out of the 
open trenches, while the towffis-people, less accustomed to 
such hard work, filled baskets, and hoisted the loose earth 
from the tumrels by means of pullies. None could, how- 
ever, forget the predictions of the pricvsts, that some 
accident would inevitably befall the sacrilegious wretches 
who dared to assist the operations of the G-hy^wr. In 
order to avert this supposed danger, the party at each 
trench elected a mulla — one of themselves — who every 
now and then extemporized a prayer, calling on ^All to 
save and defend them from aU ills likely to arise from 
digging at Shush, and receiving the wages of an infidel, 
“ lohom might ’Ali Each invocation was loudly 

responded to by three earnest cries- of “ ^AJi I ^ (Oh, 
'Ali).’^^ The echo was taken up, by the adjoining trench, 

* It .will be remembered that ’All is the patron saint of the Persians. 
The names of Allah (God) or Mohammed, ay© seldom invoked hy them, as 
they are by the Turks and Arabs .of-the’^hkf sect. 
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and the mounds, from end to end, constantly resounded 

■with this oft-repeated prayer. 

The accession of DizffiMs to the excavations ivas, m one 
respect, un^vdeome : they brought bigotry along v-ith 
them. The Lte were tolerant ; they chiedy belonged to 
that extraordinary sect called 'All I14Ms,’' who believe 
that the Deity has vouchsafed to man a thousand and 
one successive incarnations of the godhead, and that the 
most perfect development of his presence toot place in 

Benianiiii, David, and All. , t 

The Seyids, or descendants of the ProiDhet, were, as 
have said, induced at last to overcome their scruples and 
I was surprised one morning to see no less than sevrateen 
green-tui-baned individuals, from Dizfftl, ranged before 
my tent door. . If they had not been armed with spades, 

mountain fort rf among tto ’AU nihfa 

“hT The holidayKlress of the latter oonsiste of a br,ght-oo ouredahort 
jacket^of velvet, kaving a lappet in front, and the laced like 

iostumes of Berne and Lucerne. They mix freely with the men ot their 
tvSl, and aa’elesB particular than Mohammedan ladies m covering their 
faces In fact, at their weddings, only ladies who are _ engaged are re- 
quired to conceal their features, which is done by 

ttie head. The KirrindisfoUow the profession of their Deity Ddwud (David), 
who is said to hawe been a blacksmith ; their 

brated throughout Persia. To escape persecution, the Ah Ihihis _ profess 
Isldmism when they descend into the plains, but m the mountains they 
feel free to follow their own opinions. For further information concerning 
this sect, consult the « Journal of the Eoyal aeogvaphical Society, vol. ix., 
p. 36, 
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I niiglit have imagined them to he a deputation from the 
niLijteJiid, with orders to put a stop to my proceedings. 
Several of tliese gentry were placed together in one 
trench, but so many green turbans in close proximity 
could not fail to produce mischief ! They were very ob- 
stinate, and frequently refused to obey instructions. 

One day my servant, cariying them a message, was at- 
tacked with very abusive language by the muUa of the 
party. On its being repeated, Ovannes struck the holy 
man a violent blow, whereon the latter raised his spade, 
and endeavoured viciously to cut the other dovnr, calling 
on his fellow saints to resent the insult inflicted on one of 
their number : — ‘‘A Seyid ! a descendant of the Prophet, 
to be struck by a Ghyawr ! Will you sufler this 1 Seyids I 
aid me, in the name of ’AH ! " Watching the whole scene 
from the, summit of the great mound, and fearing worse 
might ensue, I ran to the spot just in time to save 
Ovannes a blow, which would inevitably have cleft his 
skuU, and wrenched the implement from the fellow’s 
hand, as he still more vehemently raised his outcry 
against myself. On refusing either to be pacified or to 
quit the trench, I bestowed his own epithets upon him- 
self, together with a succession of hearty kicks each time 
he opened his mouth to call on his brother Seyids to 
” exterminate the Ghy^wrs !” As,sdon as he was fairly' 
driven off the mound, I returned to the trench and told 
his fraternity that this summary punishment to one of the 
order was inflicted out of no disrespect towards themselves ; 
but, so long as they worked for me, I insisted on being 
obeyed, and would submit to hO insolence or bigotry. 
This example had the desired efiect ; from that moment 
my influence, like that of every stern governor^ small or 
great, in Persia, was established. , It was soon discovered 
that the Ghyawr could act impartially, and be just in his 
dealings. My decision was' frequently , appealed to in 



matters of dispute, and on some occasions tlie wliole of 

the 'workmen assembled, to ask adYiee, _ . , , 

They all huddled together at night into Daniel s tomb, 
and their -wild songs resounded through the solitucle of 
the mins, sometimes interrupted by loud ones of da! 
"All’' On a few grand occasions the exterior ot the 
building was illuminated. _ Lamps Yvere placed at inter- 
vals around the edges of the veranda and tmrace as well 
as upon the spire of the penetraUa, the effect of which 
was very striking,— the white spire of the echfiee seemed 
to be semi-transparent. 

Every man took care to receive his own wages, and to 
secure them iu his own private bank— his girdl^honesty 
not being a distinguishing characteristic of the Persian 
race A Lhr was one night caught in the act of robbing 
his next neighbour, and, the keriins being found upon his 
person, he could not do otherwise than confess his guilt. 
Next morning he was brought to me by the whole o± the 
workmen to be punished. I offered to send him into 
Dizftil to be subnlitted to the tender mercies ol the 
authorities. “No ! No !” was the, genei-al cry, “ Eunish 
him here ! Punish him here !” The culpnt stepped for- 
ward and repeated the request, kneehng down and kLSsmg 
my feet I The reason of this was soon explained, it the 
were sent to Dizmi, he would not only haye the 
soles of his feet beaten to a jelly, but tbe kerdiis, the 
cause of the dire offence, would, by some magical process 
or other, disappear into the pockets of the jailers, and 
probably an additional sum be filched from both parties 
concerned. To avoid this, it was agreed, in full conclaye, 
to ask me to distribute justice ; therefore, to satisfy all 
parties, I consented to the arrangement. The stolen 
money was duly paid oyer to the proper owner, and 
twenty blows were inflicted on the person of the criminal, 
after which he was dismissed the seryice — ^not, howeyer. 
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before lie bad kissed my feet ; after wbicb the whole party 
proceeded to their trenches, exclaiming: — “This is some- 
thing like justice 1 where shall we get such justice in 
Persia 

After these little episodes, order and regularity w^ere 
fully established in the trenches, the only variation to our 
day’s labour being wdien Sheikh Ghafil, Mohammed, or a 
neighbouring chief came to look and Avonder, and depart; 
or when a general distribution of tobacco took place in 
return for a hard day’s Avork, or an extraordinary piece of 
good fortune. 

An occasional present of tobacco produced an exhilar- 
ating effect upon the excavators ; without making the 
frantic demonstrations of the M^d^n Arabs on the banks 
of the Euphrates, the Lurs dug to desperation, and yelled 
forth their strange mountain cries, amidst incessant calls 
on the ubiquitous ’All. Having but few pipes, they 
adopted a primithm and ingenious method of inhaling the 
magic cloud. With a little water, the earth at the edge of 
♦ the trench Avas converted into a tenacious paste ; two holes 
Avere made in it having an underground communication 
betAveen them of three or four inches in length. The " 
tobacco Avas then placed in one hole, and, at the other, 
they, one after the other, applied their lips and sucked till 
all Avas dry. The mouth-piece of this novel pipe was 
frequently made inside the trench, and much resembled ‘ 
a fungus adhering to the wall. It was very amusing 
Avhen a fresh “kahydn” Afas lighted, to see them standing 
in a circle waiting their turn. Awhile one of the number 
knelt in the centre with his mouth to the earth, sucking 
until quite blue in the face with, the ^ertion. 

I had just succeeded in overcoming the scruples and 
gaming the confidence of the workmen, when the British 
Commissioner and a part of his suite, after completing 
the survey of the southern f)ortion’ of the frontier, spent 
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a few days with me on their way northward. An event 
then took place which threatened to put a somewhat 
premature stop to the excavations. 

On the second night of their arrival, two horses were 
skilfully stolen from the encampment, and strong sus- 
picions attached to a sheikh named Eizaz, belonging to 
the Ch^’b'"'' division of the ^Ali Kethir Arabs, who had 
only pitched ,their tents the day before on the bank of 
the ^rkhah: the stolen horses were heard galloping 
towards them, and shortly afterwards their dogs barked 
vehemently. Information of the theft was immediately 
communicated to the Prince, and very early the second 
morning after the robbery. Colonel Williams set out 
en route for Mendeli, leaving Mr Jackson with me to 
await the arrival of Lieutenant Glascott from Shdster. 
Breakfast was just finished when I was apprized that 
four hundred armed Arabs, headed by Abdullah, the' 
sheikh of the suspected Ch^h, were approaching the 
mounds. When the sheikh expressed a wish to see me, 
not knowing the object, nor liking the advent of such 
a host of li^t-fingered gentry, some of ray people, 
'without my knowledge, desired him to leave his followers 
outside the camp. With this request he abruptly declined 
to comply, insisting that they should pass tlnough the 
camp, and remarking that his Arabs were as , clean as 
Firenghis. 

The admission of the posse comitatus was stoutty 
refused, and high words ensued between the parties. 
Ovannes instantly hastening to the spot, invited the 
sheikh and the elders of the tribe to my tent, but 
asked him, as a favour, to call a halt of their attendants. 
The sheikh passionately replied by denouncing him as a 

* These Arabs arc not to be confounded with the great tribe of the 
Chdi’b, although they may probably have originally emigrated from it to 
the ’AK Kethir. 


AI?- ARAB ATTACK REPELLED. 


391 


Firenglii clog, wliich was the signal for a general attack on 
my people with clubs and sticks, a gun being fired by 
way of intimidation. The Lurs now took part in the 
affray. Delighted at the opportunity of facing the tribe 
which had but recently almost murdered one of their 
party, they swarmed from the trenches, and rushed to the 
attack, howling and yelling with right good will, every 
man armed with a spade, pickaxe, or other weapon; 
their guns being fortunately left in the tomb. Th| battle 
now became general. The Arabs — chiefly armed with 
sticks, and perhaps not relishing the aspect of the sharp 
glittering spades, or not aware of our numbers which 
now amounted to three himdred and seventy — ^slowly 
retreated under cover of an incessant shower of broken 
bricks. 

All this had taken place in a few minutes, before it 
was possible to comprehend the affair ; but, having no 
desire to be the cause of a blood-feud, or to risk the prose- 
cution of the excavations, I ran to the scene of combat, 
and used my best endeavours to maintain peace. The 
Ltirs, after much difficulty, were persuaded to a halt, and 
obey discipline. Having so far succeeded, I advanced ■ 
alone towards the Arabs, calling on the sheikh who rode in 
the rear to come forward and speak to me. A shower of 
bricks and a volley of bullets — -ffir' they had about fiffiy 
guns among them — w;as the return for my pains, but these 
were fortunately discharged without effect. The indig- 
nant Lflrs again rushed forward, and were again checked 
by my interference. The same order of events occurred 
thrice. Just as they were q^uieted.on the last occasion, 
an outcry arose that the Arabs had seized and were mur- 
dering a Ldr. There was no time'' tb' lose ; — the Arai)s 
were again regaining courage, and preparing to advance 
on seeing our halt, when I gave the word for a general 
charge down the mound. The enemy declined close con* 
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tact with the spades, and made a hasty retreat to the ford 
over the Sh^our, keeping np a running fight with bricks, 
their stock of powder being by this time exhausted. As 
soon as they reached the river, the Lfirs were brought to 
a halt once more, and I walked with Mr Jackson and 
Ovaniies to the bank. On beckoning the sheikh, to 
speak with me, he menacingly shook his stick, and, as 
no expostulation had any effect in producing an explana- 
tion, Igjiold him he must take the consequences of this 
unjustifiable assault on his own shoulders; then turning 
away, I retired unmolested by the Arabs, many of 
whom were performing a species of demoniacal dance 
around me. A messenger was soon on his way with an 
account of the whole proceedings to Colonel Williams. 
The only explanation to be offered as to the sheikh’s 
conduct is, that not aware of the Commissioner’s depar- 
ture, he had come with the intention of insulting" Mm for 
charging the Ch^’b tribe with the theft of the horses. 
If his visit were intended as a mark of respect, he would 
have kept his people out of my cainp. 

The Prince was highly enraged on hearing from Colonel 
Williams the accoun'f of the attack, and instantly com- 
manded Sheikh Gh^l to secure and send his subordi- 
nate to Dizful — a task easier said than done — for, 
within twenty hours after the occurrence, Abdullah and 
the Chab were on their way to seek refuge among the 
marshes of the Kerkhah beyond Hawlza. The plains, 
which the day before were thickly clotted with black 
tents and herds of buffaloes, were now deserted, — not an 
Arab was visible, — nothing but an expanse of verdant 
meadow of the richest green was apparent as far as the 
eye could span. Gh^fil was now in a dilemma ; in 
accordance with Persian custom, he Avas answerable for 
the conduct of the whole ’All Kethir, and bound to 
produce Abdullah. He being, however, beyond reach. 
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liis relatives were instantly seized and lodged in 
prison. 

Gliafil and a party of sheiklis soon honoured me with a 
visit, but their previously haughty and threatening mien 
was lowered : the men, wlio had before drawn their 
swords and insulted the Ghyawr, 'were now anxious to 
shew their deference ; each, as he entered the tent, 
bowed his head low, and insisted on kissing the hand of 
the previously desjDised infidel. Many Avere the excuses 
and entreaties olfered on behalf of the culprit; but 
nothing Avould move my compassion, because I con- 
ceived it a duty to futui’e travellers that the matter 
should not be lightly passed over. Unless the Arabs 
Avere noAV made to respect the European, it might fare ill 
with the next visitor to the ruins. At my intercession, 
however, the relations of Sheikh Abdullah Avere released 
from prison, it being manifestly unfair that the innocent 
should be punished for the guilty. 

Not succeeding in his entreaties, Sheikli Ghdfil took a 
sorrowful leave, declaring that he would shortly return 
with his h^rem, under the impression that Avoman^’s 
prayers would prevail over my stubborn resolution. 
He kept his word. In a few hours, I was surprised at 
seeing a long line of females approaching in. single file 
towards my tent, headed by the sheikh himseK. and a 
black eunuch. The ladies were all richly dressed, their 
faces scrupidously concealed under black horsehair masks. 
But I at once decHned to . receive them, and threatened to 
quit my tent if they persisted in approaching. Finding 
me so determined, they halted,, but Grh^fil uoav declared 
they should not depart untU.^ I yielded. ' This was 
attempting to storm the fortress in ia way not calculated 
upon ; but, being resolved to stand the siege;”! ordered a 
tent to, be pitched for the accommodation of the Amazons, 
and all s' applies which they; might need to be provided 


394 


BESIEGED BY A HAREM- 


m 


I'iSf* IJ 



for them. The black eunuch took up his appointed 
station in a broiling sun, midway between the besiegers 
and besieged, and acted as the advanced corps of ob- 
servation. All communication between the two forces 
was held through his instrumentality ; messages and 
presents alike passed through him from camp to camp. 

In the evening, Sheikh Gh^fil, without a word, took 
his departure, leaving his harem to continue a hopeless 
task ; but on the following day he returned with a pri- 
soner — a poor labourer caught ploughing his fields — 
and represented him as the man who commenced the 
attack. With his wretched victim he departed for Dizffil, 
impressed with the idea that this great show of activity 
and zeal would bring about the desired result more 
speedily than his besieging army, which was henceforth 
withdrawn. 

He was, however, still mistaken; Bhedkh Abdullah, 
and no other, would satisfy my demand.' Such being 
the case, another stratagem was attempted. A Persian, 
representing himself as an officer of the Prince’s, made 
his appearance with the offending sheikh, pretending that 
he was ordered to bring the fellow for me to punish as I 
might please ; but the real fact most probably was, that 
he had entered into a compact with his prisoner, hoping to 
beg him off on condition of a liberal reward for his inter- 
cession. Some such agreement evidently existed, because, 
on my declining to listen to the advocate, they set out 
on the road to Dizffil ; it was subsequently stated that 
AbduUah had made his escaj)e, and that a large body of 
Ch^’b was in ambush by the way, prepared to rescue 
their chief if I had actively moved in the matter. He 
once more made off into the marshes, and did not again 
trouble me during my further stay ; Sheikh Ghafil, how- 
ever, in his own behalf, continued to importune me for 
his friendk pardon whenever he paid me a ^dsit. 
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The stolen horses were ultimately traced to the camp 
of my worthy friend Methkdr, the chief of the Eeni Lam, 
whose own brother proved to have been the accomplished 
thief ! True to the compact made with myself, my goods 
and chattels were held sacred by his tribe ; but, having 
made no stipulation on behalf of Colonel Williams, the 
other property of the commission was regarded as a fair 
object for plunder 1 The Prince wrote to Metlikdr, re- 
quiring him. to deliver up the horses into my charge ; 
while the 'All Kethir, in whose territories they were lost, 
were compelled to provide others of equal value in 
exchange ! Thus was the matter of the theft arranged ; 
but the more serious affair of the ChAb attack still 
remained to be dealt with. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

A Long Trench — Enamelled Bricks — ^Masons’ Marks — A Hoard of 
Coins— Was Susa destroyed by Alexander 1 — Greek Inscriptions — 
Pythagoras and the Persian Daric — Unexpected Visit from the 
Guardian of the Tomb — Inscriptions and other Early Belies on the 
Great Mound — Alabaster Vases of Xerxes — Egyptian Cartoucli — 
Mr Birch’s Bemarks thereon — Sculptured Trough. 

Excavations were now vigorously carried on in tlie 
three principal mounds. In a regularly formed portion of 
the platform south-west of the colonnade of Artaxerxes, a 
trench was dug diagonally across the mound, from one 
side to the other. At the depth of eleven feet, it struck 
upon a brick pavement, evidently connected with the 
I palace, probably a court. On its surface were numerous 

: pieces of fallen walls built of moulded composition bricks, 

many of which exhibited portions of glazed, coloured 
figures and designs in high rehef, but, being on a large 
scale, it was impossible to understand their import 
or to fit the fragments to each other. Among some 
smaller designs was frequently repeated the symbol of 
the Deity — a dotted ball with exj^anded wings, — the 
colour's being much varied and in a good state of pre- 
servation. There was also the rosette ornament, which 
occurs so abundantly and was so universal a favourite 
throughout edifices of the same period at Xineveh, 
Persepolis, and Susa.t From the position in which these 

* At I on the Plan. 

t Bpeoimena of these enamelled bricks are in the British Museum. 
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glazed bricks lay, it would appear that tlie wings of tlie 
great palace at Susa were ornamented externally in this 
style, and hence we may attach some credit to the state- 
ments of the ancient historians^''’ that the walls of 
edifices in Babylon and Ecbatana in Media were adorned 
with gorgeously-coloured representations of various sub- 
jects. The shallowness of the trench, and the overturned 
condition of the brickwork, induced me to cease minute 
researches at the north side of the mound. 

There is another point connected with these enamelled 
bricks of some interest. Upon their upper sur- 
face is generally one, and sometimes two or three 
peculiar characters. They are of different kinds, as 
shewn in the accompanying list. Those in the lines. 
No. 1, were merely scratches made with a knife or sharp 
instrument while the composition was soft. The second 
series of marks is the most interesting. They are small, 
but very carefully formed, near the front edge of each 
brick, generally with dark-coloured enamel, and are 
apparently intended to indicate the upper side of the 
design in front. The marks in the columns, No. 3, were 
rudely laid on in glaze with a brush or stick. As they 
do not belong to any known language, the inference is 
that these characters are merely builders’ marks, t 

* Diodorus Siculus, lib. ii., c. 20. .Herodotus, i., c. 98. The large num- 
ber of enamelled bricks discovered, 'iu MriLayard’s esoavations at the Kasr 
mound, Babylon, led him to the same conclusion at that locality. In 
Assyria, glazed bricks are an important feature in the front of the city 
gateways still standing at Khors^b^d, but it is to be doubted if the ex- 
ternal walls of Assyrian palaces w:ere adorned in the same manner through- 
out. They may have been painted but not enamelled. I laid bare three 
sides of the north palaoe at Koyunjuk, but vfithoi^t observing any trace 
of colour upon them. 

t Marks of similar kind occur upon many ancient stone buildings in the 
East — as at Takht i Suleyman, near Persepolis ; at the base of the sculptured 
rook of Bisutdn ; in blocks near the ZenderM and in the garden of the Che- 
hil SMn ; at Isfahan ; and especially on the- walls of A1 Hidhr, near Mosul. 
It is. not improbable that those ■obsemd at the Chehil Sitdn were de- 
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■With regard to others of similar kind elsewhere, it has 
been suggested that they are the marks of Chaldsean 


Marts on composition bricks at Susa. 


masons. However this may be, it is curious to find them 
existing on edifices far apart, and erected at various 
periods from 335 B.c. to the end of the sixteenth cen- 
tury of our era. With the above observations, I leave 
them to the examination of philologists. 

rived from more ancient structures erected by Ardeshlr Babegfui about 
230 A,-D. 
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The frequency of these bricks, and the occurrence, from 
time to time, of a piece of inscribed plaster, or small 
column base with trilingual characters, induced me to 
continue this trench five hundred feet to the opposite 
side of the mound. NoJi^ far from its southern extremity, 
on the edge of the platform, where the depth of earth 
above the pavement did not exceed six feet, an interest- 
ing discovery was made. I was at the time engaged in 
examining some recent acquisitions from another part 
of the ruins, when one of my master workmen rushed 
into the tent, every muscle of his face distorted with 
mingled expressions of astonishment, delight, fear, and 
anxiety, while he threw down at my feet as many silver 
Kufic coins as his two hands could contain, rushing out 
again with an intimation that there were more, in the 
trench, which he could not carry. 

The workmen had come upon a small glazed pot dur- 
ing the temporary absence of their overseer. As it felt 
extremely heavy, the cupidity of the Persians tempted 
them to break it, when out rolled the coins and a gene- 
ral scramble took place. The master-workman, however, 
being responsible for the rest, secured as many as he 
could, and honestly delivered them up to me. He was 
delighted at the discovery, but afraid of the result, 
doubting whether the Prince ought not to receive the 
treasure, and at the same time aware that his men had 
taken care of. themselves. Ovanhes was immediately 
sent to look after them, and presently returned with 
fifty more coins, laughing at the credulity of the Lurs. 
With ready wit, he hinted that I had found an account 
of the number, and that several Were missmg,l;v He there- 
fore recommended the men to produce them, because, if 
sold in Dizfhl, the fact would reach the Prince's ears, 
and the sellers be punished. They looked at each other. 

At I oii the 
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At length, one more timid than the rest pulled forth a 
coin, and his example was followed hy all. Some handed 
out one, some two or three, and so on, until fifty were 
collected. Still my factotum was not satisfied; when the 
day’s work was over, he ohliged^each man to declare Ly 
the head of ’AH, hy Eaba Biizurg,^- and all his favourite 
saints, that he had no more coins in his possession. 
Those who refused the oath were to receive none of the 
tobacco about to be distributed in honour of the dis- 
covery. In this manner ' eleven other coins were re- 
covered that evening, and, by dint of perseverance, 
about one hundred and seventy were in all collected. 
Several were cohering together at the bottom of the jar 
in a hard, sohd mass, but the greater number were 
bright and unworn, as though but recently struck off 
the die. They proved to belong to the Ommiad Kh^lifs, 
who date from Abdal-Malek 79 a.h. to Hesh^m 106 a.h., 
corresponding with the years a.d. 698-728.t 

* Bihi Biiztirg (gr^t father) is a celebrated saint of the ’AH IMhl calendar. 
The shrine of this deity is situated in the mountainous region between Diz- 
f(il and Khorremdbdd, in Ltiristdn. 

t I am indebted to Mr Vaux, of the British Museum, for the detei’mina- 
tion of the mint-tnarks and dates of these coins contained in the following 
list : — 

Damascus, A.H. 79, 82, 83, 84, 86—100, 105-6, 

Busrah, ' „ 80-82,87. 

Waset, „ 88, 94, 99, 105, 108. 

Shs (Susa), „ 90. 

Eey, „ 90. 

Herdt, „ 90. 

Teim&r, ,, 91. 

Shdphr „ 91, 92, 94. 

Istdkhr (Persepolis), „ 91. 

Sedjestdn, „ 92. 

Ddrhbjerd, „ 92, 97. 

Chey or Dschey, „ 92, 94. 

Merv, „ 93. 

Kermdn, „ 95. 

Kdfa „ 101. 

Mahi, „ -?6. 

These coins are now in the British Museum. It is interesting to oh- 
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From the sharpness of the impression on these coins, I 
conclude that the hoard was buried soon after the latest 
date. But, besides the value attached to them from yield- 
ing several new types, they are extremely interesting in 
another point of view— ^hey afford a criterion by which 
to determine the date of the destruction of the Susian 
palaces in an approximate manner. The accumulation of 
soil between them and the pavement, leads to the conclu- 
sion that they were hidden long after that event. This 
fact, coupled with the discovery of several Arsacidan and 
Sassanian urns around the bases of the fallen columns, 
leads to the probability that this barbarous act of demoli- 
tion was due either to Alexander the Great himself,, or 
to his successors in the Greek occupation of Susiana. 
Although no such exploit at this place is recorded of the 
great conqueror by his historians, they do not fail to teU 
us of his wantonly setting fire to the palace at Persepohs ; 
it would, therefore, be no great stretch of the imagination 
to suppose that he acted similarly at SusS.’''’ 

In evidence of Greek influence at Susa, I may refer to 
the discoveries made at the extreme south corner of the 
great platform, which is, as previously mentioned, sepa- 
rated from 'the palace mound by an apparent roadway, 
and from the great citadel by a deep ditch or ravine. 
At this point,! which projecte ' considerably beyond the 
rest of the mound; 'there once; 'stood another columnar 
edifice in a similar'style of ornamentation to that already 
described. It had, however, been entirely destroyed, and 

serve, in running the eye down the fide of namesi that, with exception of 
the last two, they correspond with the order of Mohammedan conquest. 

* It is worthy of remark, that the columds of Persepolis are free from all 
traces of fire. The whitened aspect which many of them exhibit, is not the 
effect of fire, but of th'e atmosjhere. It is veiry probable that the proceed- 
ings supposed to have occurred at PerseppHs, really took place at Susa, and 
that the destruction visible at the latter site is attributable to the “con- 
queror of the world.” , ' 

t At L on the Plan. ' ' ■ ; 
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its fragments were used for the pavement of other edifices 
hy the after-races who secured possession of the site. 
Among these were fluted shafts, bases of small columns, 
panels and cornices of marble adorned with the favoiiiite 
rosette. The later edifice was equally destroyed, only 
eight feet of earth remaining above the rudely constructed 
pavement. Here and there Avere dug up column bases, 
miniature copies of the large bell-shaped monoliths in the 
great palace, elegantly, but, of course, not so highly sculp- 
tured. Immediately below the torus, around the swell of 
the bell, upon one of these"^ ran the trilingual inscrip- 
tion : — 

I am Artaxerxes, the Great King, the King of Kings, of King 
Darius the Son.” 

This, doubtless, refers to Artaxerxes Mnemon, who 
would thus appear to have been a great builder and 
. renovator of palaces at Susa. 

It is difficult to arrive at any definite conclusion con- 
cerning the (Jlfce at which this edifice was destroyed, 
although one naturally associates its doAAmfall with that 
of the larger palace. The interesting record, to which 
allusion wili tiow be made, serves only to add to the 
difficulty. 

About 240 feet south-Avestward t of the aboAm column, 
a slight conical elevation, close to the edge of the mound, 
induced me to open a trench into it. After passing 
through some comparatively modern Arab graves, tlie 
Avorkmen, at the depth of ten feet, discovered the base 
of another small column, perfectly difierent in character 
from the others. Its measurements Avere as folloAv : — 
Pedestal, seven inches high, and three feet nine inches 
square ; plinth, of the same height, and two feet nine 

* The following are the measurements of this monolith : — plinth, 2 inches ; 
hell, 1 foot 3 inches ; torus, 4^ inches ; cincture, inch ; total height, 1 
foot 10|- Riches ; circumference of plinth, 8 feet, 
t At M on the Plan. ' . j 
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indies Sfj[uare ; and torus, five indies liigli, by two feet 
five indies in drcumference. On tlie north side was the 


following Greek inscription, cut in letters two-thirds of 
an inch in length upon the pedestal : — 


NoVlijl.olJlV3No-L?H N HX 

No JHXVdi.? NOXAOVI 3N3d J V 

NHVIHNaddYSYVXioXVWU ^ 
A oXd JdY^ YSo _JY©A Lf 


which may be rendered : — 

“Pythagoras, the son of Aristarchus, captain of the body-guard (in 
honour of) his friend Arreneides, son of Arreneid^s, Goveinor of Suslana.” 

The most curious feature connected with this, epitaph 
is, that it stands upside down at the left comer, each line 
extending to witliin two inches of a fracture which 
divides the pedestal into two equal parts : hence, it 
would appear that each line Was framed to occiipy the 
space where it was inscribed. The column, must have 
stood in its present situation when’ the epitaph was cut, 
because the position of the letters at the left corner of 
the stone was such that they could , only have been con- 
veniently efiPected by the sculptor kheeling on his right 
knee. Moreover^ the aspect of the block, and the polished 





state of its broken edges, bear evidence of great antiquity, 
compared with the sharp and unworn appearance of the 
Greek letters. Standing, as it doubtless did, protected 
from the inclemency of the atmosphere on the inside of a 
colonnade, its position wms well chosen. That such was 
its site, we. have the evidence of another column base of 
coarse yellow limestone, fifteen feet further north, which 
had inscribed upon it, likewise inverted, and on the north 
side, the following unfinished but rudely-cut Greek 
inscription;— 

rriNENToiinr 

Southward of the first base were two others, both bell- 
shaped, one being perfectly plain, the other ornamented 
similarly to that bearing the Artaxerxes inscription. 

It was at once evident, from the dissimilar styles of these 
columns, that they were removed from other edifices. 
They were, moreover, built upon fragments of another 
palace which once stood upon the same site. 

The .first inference derived from these inscriptions, and 
the knowl^ge of Susa having been in the possession of 
' the Greeks, is that they were, as I have just said, the 
cause of all this havoc among the Persian palaces. We 
have certainly no positive evidence to establish the fact, 
but it is highly probable that both Arreneides, and his 
faithful friend Pythagoras, were generals of Alexander 
the Great. 

Opposed to this view, however, are several specimens 
extant of a Persian coin known as the “ Daric,” which 
exhibits on the obverse a peculiarly Persian representa- 
tion of a crowned king, in flowing drapery, kneeling on 
one knee, holding a bent bow in his left hand, and 
a long spear in his right, and around him the name 
nrSArOPH. The reverse of this coin is perfectly unin- 
telligible. Mr Yanx suggests that this name refers to the 
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Pytliagoras of tlae Susa column, wliom lie supposes to 
liave lived during tlie sway of the Achaemenian kings. 
“ As a commander of Persian troops, he would naturally 
make use of the usual Persian coin, the daric ; and as 
leader of Greek troops under Persian rule, lie would 
probably be allowed to place his name upon the Persian 
coins wdiich ivere struck chiefly for his own troops.”'"'" It 
appears, however, extremely improbable to me that any 
Persian monarch would permit “the captain of his body- 
guard ” to assume such a privilege. 

The only other supposition, which 1 can offer is, that 
Arreneides was governor of Susiana under some of the 
Seleucid successors of Alexander, and that Pythagoras, 
succeeding him, had a die struck by a Persian artist in 
which his rank, as local prince, was ‘indicated by the 
bended knee, and simple name without the usual affix, 
“ King ” or “ Great King.^^ 

But whoever the Pythagoras of the column base may 
have been, the inscription with the name of Susiana upon 
it is quite sufiicient to decide the question as to the iden- 
tity of Shfish with the Susa of the Greeks. 

In the immediate neighbourhood of the above discoveries 
were found t a few copper coins, of Sub-Parthian type, 
and small fragments of alabaster statuettes, apparently 
of Greek design. Other trenches in t.he great 'platform 
yielded a small coheotion of glass articles, clay vases, and 
rude coffins of Parthian or Sassanian origin. Among the 
latter were several cylindrical jars, three or four feet in 
length, containing the bodies of, children ; but as the 
cranium was generally larger khan the neck of the vase, 
it is difficult to conceive how it could haye lieen placed 
inside. The most feasible explanation ;is, that the jar 
was moulded round the skeleton, and then baked with 

* “Numismatic Chronicle,” vol. xviii., page 148, and figure 10. 

^ t -^t N on Plan. ; - , • ■ 
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the body inside, — ^numerous small holes being apparently 
made for the escape of the gases generated during the 
process ! 

About ten days after the commencement of the exca- 
vations, I was surprised at receiving a visit from the 
venerable mut^veli or guardian of Daniebs tomb, who 
voluntarily came to pay his respects. This condescension 
took me completely by surprise, because his sacred cha- 
racter, and my own inhdelity, appeared to be insuperable 
bars to our good fellowship ; it was, moreover, the first 
time I had been honoured with a friendly visit from a 
native. He was a handsome old man, with sharp twink- 
ling eyes and pleasing expression of countenance ; but 
he wore the green timban, that badge of fanaticism and 
my express aversion. Having certain plans in view, I 
was, however, really pleased to see the old gentleman, 
and therefore plied him with strong Arab coffee and pipes 
without number. This “treatment evidently warmed the 
inmost recesse^of his heart, for he suddenly exclaimed, in 
the midst of our conversation : “ You are spending a great 
sum of money to no purpose, Siihib, digging in thi^mound, 
where you will turn. up nothing but stumps of columns 
and broken bricks. Come with me and I will shew you 
wiiere to find inaktub (inscriptions) I” This was too 
good an offer to be declined. Hearly aU his life had been 
spent upon the ruins, consequently he knew more about 
them than any one Hving. Conceiving, therefore, that a 
few coins, bestowed upon him in bakhshish, would be 
infinitely better invested than in expending my funds at 
random, I promised that if he could shew me where to 
find a series of sculptures and inscriptions, the palm of 
his hand should be well anointed in return for his 
information. 

Taking me to the summit of the Great Mound, he 
pointed out a spot at the north angle where he assured 
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me was a large stone or stones bearing written characters, 
and but slightly covered with earth. As he spoke confi- 
dently on the subject, and as the record of King Snsra'"'’ on 
the southern slope of the mound positively attests the 
existence of sculptured slabs, I saw no reason to doubt 
my informant's honesty of purpose. A trench was there- 
fore immediately opened at the point indicated.t 

We then adjourned to the head of Colonel Williams" 
trench J over King Susra’s inscription. Here my guide 
told me that, when he was quite a boy, this and another 
slab stood at the edge of the mound, with their tops about 
three feet above the level of the surface. Out of curiosiby 
he dug away the earth, and found them standing alone, 
erect like door-posts. The block, now lying at the foot of 
the mound, was then in the same broken condition. He 
stated that the natives have a tradition, that a great 
stone palace once existed at the south side of the mound, 
and strongly recommended me to continue the excava- 
tions then proceeding at that part. He also shewed me 
a place, half-way up the north roadway, where he once 
discovered a number of variously-sized copper figuires, 
which, not knowing their value, he sold for a few ker4ns, 
to be melted down in the bazaar ! In tins manner dis- 
appear many valuable and interesting antiquities. 

To a certain extent, the information of my newly-' 
acquired friend proved correct. Early on the following 
morning; I was called to the trhnch§ At the top of the 
roadway. A., wall of ancient bricks had been reached, 
many of which bore, on their edges, long and comphcated 
inscriptions of five or six lines; They resembled one 
built into tbe doorway of DaniH%'tomb, and fragments of 
others which were now and then diig up in the trendies 
at different parts of the ruins. Thes4 were, howeve.r, the 

“t At D ou the Plan, 
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only perfect specimens hitherto discovered, and the only 
undoubted relics of an age preceding that of the Achse- 
menian kings, to whom were referable all' the remains 
hitherto exhnmed. In digging away the eartli towards 
a point where I conceived there must have "been a gate- 
way or grand entrance, there Avas found a broken slab of 
blue limestone, with a much-defaced and Aveathere{l 
inscription, written in a langnage AAdiich M. Opperf"'’ 
terms “late Snsanian.” It differed considerably in 
character from that upon the earlier bricks. Lying near 
it Avas a fragment of a stone gate-post ; a broken, rude 
sculpture of a bird’s neck ; and a piece of polished basalt, 
w'hich apparently belonged to a statue, and shewed traces 
of cuneiform. 

AU these fragmentary relics lay as if throwm doAvn 
with violence from a greater elevation on the north. 
Close at hand, too, was a broken mortar-shaped vessel, 
perhaps a fire-altar, containing a quantity of burnt bitu- 
men, Avith the impressions of a sheep’s teeth and jaw. 

JFrom the point where the debris ocemred, the founda- 
tion wall, above mentioned, extended AvestAvard across 
the mound, containing in its loAA^est layers several in- 
scribed bricks ; but it was evident from their inscribed 
surfaces being built inwards, and from the use of coarse 
lime mortar, that they were derived from some more 
ancient structure. At the distance of a feAv feet to the 
north of this waU stood a well-built circular column or 
pillar of bricks, measuring three feet in diameter uj)on a 
broad base. On a level with the latter, parallel Avith 
the upper wall, was an undoubtedly more ancient foun- 
dation, to the base of which my trench was carried. 
Upon its surface, seventeen feet removed from the pillar, 
was a piece of red-sandstone' slab, Avith a beautifully 

* The learned iavavti engaged under the auspices of the French Govern- 
ment in the interpretation of the cuneiform records. 
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cut and complicated old Scytliic record. It lay flat 
upon another of polished limestone, both of them ex- 
hibiting undoubted marks of fire, as did hkeAvise the 
debris around them. 

Lying upon or near the slabs -were several small 
articles ; — a small ivory crux ansata two inches in 
length ; a bundle of iron spear-heads adhering together 
with rust ; two or three flat copper ornaments resem- 
bling those seen in Assyrian sculptures upon horses’ trap- 
pings ; a rude cubic die ; and a mushroom-formed clay 
object, the "top perforated, and the shaft covered with 
complex Babylonian characters. 

But decidedly the most interesting objects obtained 
at this locality were a collection of broken alabaster 
vases, some of which must have been of large dimen- 
sions. A pile of these, sufl&cient to have fill,ed a wheel- 
barrow, were gathered together, and I spent several 
hours in examining them separately. From among 
them, I selected four bearing trilingual inscriptions, 
which are now in the British Museum. The largest of 
these fragments, six and a half inches in height, is the 
mouth and upper part of a vase. The alabaster has split 
nearly in a straight line, following the grain from top to 
bottom, and divided the insoriptions. . . The. cornmenice- 
ment and most important po]fti9p^ .of, these, however, 
remain — the whole, of the royal hanie, “ Xerxes,” except- 
ing only the terminal letter in each version, A second 
fragment exhibits the last letters of the same name, with 
the commencement of^ the. word Mdng,;^’ and on a third 
is the word “ great.” There can be little .dcubt, therefore, 
that the complete inscription ran as. usual : — 

Xorses, tEe great ' 

Beneath the inscriptions on. the largest fragment is a 
vertical line close to the, e<^e„ of. the fracture, which I 
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believe to liave formed part of the border around an 
Egy^ian cartouch of the same king. My reason for so 
thinking is, that a similar combination of cuneatic and 
hieroglyphic legends occurs upon the celebrated porphyry 
vase ascribed to Artaxerxes Ochus at Venice ; and, more- 
over, because among the other fragments found was a 
cartouch bearing the name of Xerxes. 

I am favoured by Mr Birch, of the British Museum, 
with the following highly interesting remarks on these 
and other alabaster vases of the same period : — 

“ The discoveries of Mr Loftus at Susa, like those of 
Mr Layard at Nimriid, have brought to light some 
Eg}^tian fragments, of considerable interest for the 
history of the Persian dominion in Egypt. He has 
discovered fragments of those alabaster vases which, 
like that of Paris and its companion in the treasury of 
St Marc at Venice, once ornamented the palace of the 
Persian monarch. These vases are aU of arragonite, or 
the so-called Oriental alabaster, which, fashioned into 
vessels of elegant shape, was in use for unguents, cosme- 
tics, and other precious substances, as early as the fourth 
dynasty, and continued so till the age of the Persian 
rulers. But there is one remarkable distinction as to the 
quality of the material. The vases of the early epoch are 
made of fine semi-transparent alabaster, of uniform grain 
and colour, while those of the later period are of the kind 
called zoned, showing the successive accretions of the 
stalagmite of which they were composed. The quarry of 
this kind of alabaster seems to have been opened during 
the twenty-sixth dynasty, about 750 B.o., and the age of 
vases and other vessels made of it can consequently be 
determined. It comes from Tel-el-^Amarna, and is the ala- 
baster now in use. The columns sent by Mehemet ^Ali to 
Pope Pius IX., and erected in the church of St Paolo 
Fuore le Mura at Eome, are from this later quarry. This 
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alabaster is probably the kind called by Tlieoplirastiis 
(De Lapid., c. xii.) chemte$, and by siibsecpient writers 
chermite^ ; Pliny (N. H., xxxvii. 1 1, 71 -73) described it 
as resembling ivory. It was in a sarcophagus of this 
material that Darius was buried. 

‘‘ The name in hieroglyphics upon the vase reads Kha- 
•shairsha, and is the same as that upon the vase at Paris. 
It refers to Xerxes I., and shews that the vase in ques- 
tion had been made in Egypt, and transported thence 
to Persia, where it had received the additional Persian, 
Median, and Babylonian inscriptions, in the same manner 
as the bronze lion-shaped weights at Nimrhd had Phoe- 
nician and Assyrian inscriptions, 

“ The records of the Persian rule are so scarce in Egypt, 
that a short note of the most remarkable monuments 
may not be unacceptable. The principal one is un- 
doubtedly that of the officer Utaharsim,’'’’ whose statue 
is in the Vatican, and which mentions the conquest 
of the country by Cambyses, and its subsequent sub- 
jection to Darius. But the most numerous memorials of 
this period are those of the Cosseyr Bead, where a series 
of proscynemata have been engraved to the local divinity 
Khem, lord of Kabti or Coptos, by two Persian and one 
Egyptian officer. The first of these is one of Ataulii, or 
Adeues, saris of Persia, who inscribes the sixth year of 
Cambyses the thirty-sixth of Darius atid the twelfth of 
Xerxes, in which last year he hadt made the inscription. 
As these two first reigns , correspond with the length as- 
signed to them in Manetho, it has been generally supposed 
that they were iuscribed to record Idiat fact, rathcu than the 
circumstance of Atauhi having paid ^his vows in the face 
of the G-od Khem' in these yeadr^ - In mibsequent in- 

* M. De Eong6, statue uaophore dufaticah, Eer. Arch., viii., p. .37. 

•f Burton, Esc. Hier., PI. viii. 1 ; Eosellini, Mott. Stor. Pte. i., tom. if., p. 1 63, 
and foil.; Lepsius, Denkm. iii. Bl. 283. 
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scriptions lie calls himself the son of Artanies, and of a 
fem8#e named Kantau or Candys. PreAdous, hoY^ever, to 
this year of Darius, an Egyptian officer, who bears the 
same name, Aahmes, Amosis, as the last unhappy monarch 
of the twenty-sixth dynasty, an officer of troops, superin- 
tendent of constructions, and having the charge of the 
royal works of the whole country, son of Eakhnumhat, a- 
similar functionary, and of Tsaennefertum, daughter of 
one Psaumetik, or Psammetichus, had made excava- 
vations from the sixteenth to the twentieth year of the 
same monarch."^^ A wrong interpretation of these in- 
scriptions had led to much confusion, for it was supposed 
that Darius had retained the family of the wretched 
Amosis in the government, in the condition of dependent 
meleh, which the text does not justify. The Amosis of 
the Cosseyr Eoad is undoubtedly of the family of the 
Saite dynasty. The principal inscriptions, however, of 
Atauhi are of the thirty-sixth year of Darius, whom he 
callst ‘ the beloved of the god Khem dwelling in Coptos.’ 
In one which bears the date of. this same year, he gives 
also, the thirteenth of KhisJiairsha, or Xerxes, Avhom he 
calls the son of Darius, mentioning both monarchs as if 
living. At this period Atauhi held the rank of Mepa, or 
lord-lieutenant of Coptos.| Xov’' it is remarkable that 
in other jiroscynemata he mentions Xerxes alone, as. on the 
remarkable inscription of the nineteenth of Thoth, in the 
second year of Xerxes,§ which probably marks the reduc- 
tion of Egypt again to the Persian rule after its revolt 
(Herodotus, vii. 7) in ,484 b.c.|| The other proscynemata 

* Lopsius, Denkm., Ab. iii., Bl. 283, p. Cf. Burton, Exc. Hier., PL iii, iv, 

t Lepsiiis, Deriktn., iii. 283, p. t Lepsius, Dcukm., iii. 283, n. 

§ Lepsius, Denkm., iii, 283, n. 

|j In the lists of Manetho, both as given by Africanus, Eusebius, Syncel- 
lus, and the Armenian version, the reign of Darius is placed at twenty-one 
years. Cf. Bunsen’s Egypt’s Place, vol. i. appendix, p, 642, 643. After much 
oscillation of opinion, B,o. 625 is the admitted date of the conquest of Egypt. 
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of tills officer, dated, in tlie sixth, and tenth and twelfth 
years of Xerxes, are less important, as Egypt* remained 
in the Persian power almost till the conquest of Alexander. 
But the works in this road continued only to be carried 
on in the fifth and sixteenth years of Artaxerxes by Amr- 
resli,t another Persian 6*cmk. 

“ With the exception of the temple at El-Khargeh, 
there are no other remains of the Persians in Egypt, 
the country having been administered as a great 
satrapy under its local governments, and retaining its 
privileges. The inscription on the cartouch found by 
Mr Loftus reads Kliashairsha or Khshairslia, as on the 
vase in the Bibhotheque Imperiale at Paris, and not 
Khishairsha like’ the name upon' the Gosseyr Hoad ; but 
this minute difference does not necessarily prove that a 
later Xerxes is intended. Unfortunately, there is not 
enough remaining to decide whether the inscription which 
is found after the name of Xerxes and Artaxerxes on 
these vases at Paris and Venice, occurred also on these 
vases. This inscription, which means the ‘great house 
— the great,’ is an interpretation into hieroglyphics of 
the title ‘gpeat king’ of the Persian inscription — the 
first expression, ‘ the great house,’ meaning commander 
of the whole world, according ,tq, the interpretation of 
Horapollo.”t ' 

The old mfit^veli tras perfectly astonished when told 
how much I valued such 'fragments. " Am^n ! Am4n ! — 
What a pity ! ” he exclaimed. Only to think what an ass 

* Lepsius, Denkm., 283, k. L 
t Ibid., El. 283, o. . , ' 

1 1. 61. For these insoriptiohs'em the Paris vase, sec Rosellini, M. St.. Ptc. i., 
tom. ii., p. 176. Champollion, Prficis, PI. No. ■ lSS~12t a- Caylus, Eecucil, v. 
PI. XXX. Lenormant, Musfee des Antiq. Egypt;, fo. Paris, 1841, p. 37. Pauthier, 
Essai sur I’Origine des Ecritures Cbinoiae et %yptienue, 8vo, Paris, 1840, 
p. 111. ' Journal Asiatique, Fev., 1823. M6mpirteS de TAcad,, xii. 143. For 
the Artaxerxes vase, see Mr Pettigrew in. the Archeeologia, vol. xxx., PL vi., 
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I was 1 A few years ago, after a liea^y rain, I found a 
large cnp like that, but three times its size. It w'as qnite 
perfect, and covered with Avriting ; but, not aAvarc of its 
value — ^'Ali forgive me ! — I broke it up, and made it into 
chibdk bowls and mouthpieces. Tliey lasted me a long 
time. And I might perhaps have sold them for a 
toman 1 Am^n ! We grow wiser as we gTOAv older ! ” 
Although I deeply regretted the loss of such a treasure, 
it was infinitely amusing to hear him repeatedly bewail- 
ing the opportunity he let slip of turning his discovery 
to better account. 

The excavations upon the Great Mound fully convinced 
me that if any primitive buildings still remain perfect at 
Susa, they are to be disentombed at this portion of the 
ruins. With the exception, however, of the inscription 
of Susra, several bricks in excellent preservation, and the 
fragmentary records'*^ above mentioned, there was nothing 
further found in the trenches, and my ffiiids faded before 
I could satisfactorily explore the depths of the ruin. 
NotAvithstanding the assertion of my friend the sacristan, 
there was no appearance of the stone searched for. 
According to his best recollection, it had stood close to a 
deep raAune, and there seems every probability that 
during the winters' rains it had fallen from its position, 
and been covered up near tlie base of the mound. He 
had not seen it for many years. Still, the bricks and 
inscription, which I was so fortunate as to uncover, w^ere 
undoubted ^proofs of the remote antiquity ascribable to 
the great Susian citadel. 

We have additional confirmation on this subject in the 

.V * The results of my trenches in the great citadel have only recently 
arrived in England, but as the language in which these complicated old 
Soythic monuments is written, is still a mystery even to the initiated in 
cuneiform decipherment, we must, I fear, wait long until its difficulties 
may be unravelled. There is every probability that some of the brick in- 
scriptions extend as far back as the period of the patriai’ch Abraham. 
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very archaic sculptures upon a trough of yellow limestone, 
lying in the channel of the Shiour at the foot of Daniehs 
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tomb. Around the sides are two animals — doubtful 
whether dogs or lions — ^apparently about to devour two 
prisoners with their arms tied. As Sir E. Ker Porter 
gives an exceedingly rough and incorrect sketch of these 
animals, the annexed woodcut from Mr Churchiirs 
careful drawing is here inserted. Whether or 3iot the 
scene herein represented is intended to commemorate the 
events which befell the prophet, I leave tq the considera- 
tion of my readers. ^ ■ 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

Tlie « Black Stone”— .Its Discovery and Adventures— Its Connexion 
with the Welfare of Khdzistan— The Plot for its Eemoval Defeated 
^Investigations among the Eivers of Susa— Identification of the 
“ Ulai,” or Eulmus — Bifurcation of Modern Rivers — Sheikh Abdulla 
Forgiven— Eriendly Parting between the Arabs and the Frank. 

It was npon the surface of tlie Great Mound that ray 
now indefatigable cicerone of the ruins discovered the 
celebrated “ black stone/^ the safe custody of which is sup- 
posed to exercise such wonderful influence on the welfare 
of the province. As certain details connected with its 
history are not generally known, it may be interesting to 
narrate them in extemo. 

When the present guardian of the holy shrine was a 
very little boy,^ he used to accompany his father, who 
preceded him in the same capacity, -from Dizffll to 
Shilsh. His partiality to antiquarian pursuits soon 
manifested itself, and he made a practice of seekino- in 
every hole and corner of the ruins for “ picture-stoims " 
and, of course, precious metals. Engaged one day in hL 
usual pursuit, he accidentally stumbled over the stone ■ 
projecting through the soil at the top of the roadway 
where my large excavation was made. The summit of 
Ins ambition at that time was, boylike, to move and roll 
It down the steep slope of the mound, that he miaht see 
It crashing its way through the thick undergrowth of 
brushwood. Year after vear. howAvpr -l- , 
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I 

j strength was sufficient to accomplish this great exploit, 
j 3i)own it went at last, however, to the intense delight of 
the young Hercules. From its high estate, occupying as 
it had done, for so many centuries, the threshold of the 
temple, or of the king’s own palace, overlooking the 
country around from its elevated position, it was sud- 
denly debased to the ignominious office of a washing 
block by the edge of the Shaoiir at the foot of Daiiicrs 
j tomb. Here it was seen in 180.0 by Captain Monteith 
and his companion Captain Macdonald Kimiear, who 
could then have purchased it on moderate terms. Cir- 
cumstances however — ^not caused by any popidar "oppo- 
sition — ^rendered its removal inconvenient at that time, 
i however desirous these gentlemen were of possessing it. 
j According to the old man’s story, two other Firenghis came 
1 shortly afterwards and offered him one thousand four huii- 
I dred ker^ns (nearly seventy pounds]) for this curious piece 
of sculpture. He hesitated ; whereon they said : — ‘‘ Well 1 
^ consider the proposal, and when we return we will pay 
I you the money and carry it away!” But, alas'l they 
never returned ! Poor Grant and Fotheringham were 
murdered near the foot of the great mountains at the 
instigation of the rutldess Kelb ’All Khan, the Wffii of 
Ldristdn, under whose protection, they travelled 1 These 
I offers on the part of the Firenghis vJ^ero soon magnified, 
j. ’ and spread like wddfire among the, superstitious Arabs, 

1 ' who now began to set great value upon dt — thinking, 

1 doubtless, that if a Frank conceived it Worth his while to 

i carry it away, it must be valuable indeed. 

> , It is then related that when Sir Eobert- G ordon H s i to* 1 
Susa in 1811, he found the stone more highly cstim.ilod 
‘ and ui 1812 its reputation was so established through out 
the country as a talisman, powerful against the plague, 
hostile invasion, and other evils, that a person, se.nt. by 
him expressly to purchase it, and authorized for that 
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purpose by Mobammed 'All Mlrza, Prince of Kirmaii- 
sbdib, altbough be bad placed it in a boat on tlie river 
Slidour, was compelled to* relinquish bis j^rize by tlie 
inhabitants of Sinister, Dizfdl, and other places adjacent 
to Snsa."”'"'’ 

From that -time its security was considered a matter 
of such vital importance to the province, that the Arabs 
“ collected among themselves two thousand tomans, which 
they presented with two fine horses to the Prince, and 
it was decreed by his Eoyal Plighness that the stone 
should not be removed from Susa." But jealousy of 
external influence could not protect it from native 
cupidity. A bhnd Beni L^m Seyid came with two at- 
tendants to say his prayers to Daniel. During six months 
they hovered about the tomb, wmiting an opportunity, 
and at length blew np the stone with gunpowuler, in the 
vain hope of enriching themselves with the treasure which 
it was supposed to contain. It became, of course, gra- 
dually reported that the perpetrator of this outrage was a 
Firenghi emissary in disguise. Under all circumstances, 
therefore, it is not surprising that the European visitor 
should be regarded with great suspicion and abhorrence ; 
the more so when it is considered that immediately after 
the above occurrence, a series of misfortunes befell the 
province — “ the plains were depopulated by the plague, 
the bridge of Shiister suddenly broke, and the famous 
dam at Hi,w£za was carried away; all which disasters 
were, of course, ascribed to the destruction of the tabs- 
man."t Hence it was that such a feeling of hostility and 
suspicion attended all visits of Europeans to Susa. 

- In order to preserve the fragments intact,, they were 
collected together and secretly built into a pillar in the 
veranda of the tomb. This wonderful relic is described 

* “ Sir William Ouseley’s Travels in Various Countries,” vol. i., p. 420. 

t “Journal of the Royal Geographical Society,” vol. ix., p. 69. 
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to have been twenty-two inches long and twelve inches 
broad. Sheikli Mohammed voluntarily gave me an 
account of it, and his description perfectly agrees with 
tlie sketch made by Captain Monteith. He said that on 
one side were figures of the sun, moon, stars, birds, and 
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of SMsla formerly worsMpped ; and tliat on another side 
was writing, wliile the remaining two faces of the block 
Avere defaced. The aboAm Avas, I belicA^e, the import of 
the black stone ; but, as the cuneiform record had not 
been carefully copied, it was desirable that I should obtain 
a cast from it, if it were found impracticable to obtain 
possession of the original. 

As any direct suspicion of my object Avould have com- 
promised the prosecution of the general excavations, and 
placed me in considerable personal jeopardy, I took care 
never to visit the tomb, or to make any inquiry concern- 
ing the highly valued talisman. At length, hoAvever, 
when my excavation funds Avere nearly exhausted, it 
became necessary to take some steps in the matter. 

The old keeper of the tomb Avas my frequent visitor, 
but hitherto I had avoided ah allusion to the black stone, 
and he had been equally reserved on the subject. One 
day as he sat enjoying bitter coffee in my tent, I abruptly 
opened negotiations by asking him to afford me the 
opportunity of examining it ; but he opened his eyes in 
web-feigned astonishment, and denied all knowledge of 
its whereabouts. To his unaffected surprise, however, I 
precisely indicated the pillar where it lay concealed, by 
means of information elicited from other quarters. Find- 
ing it useless to attempt farther deception on this point, 
he acknowledged its existence, but resorted to various 
subterfuges to drive me from my 23ui’pose : — “ Well ! but 
there is nothing upon it ; it is a j^lain black stone.” I 
merely replied, — “There are figures on one side and writing 
on the other.” — “ Firenghis are wonderful people ! You 
come here, and, without having ever seen this stone, not 
only describe it correctly, but point out the exact spot 
where I buried it years ago ! By the beard of Danyel, 
you know everything ! You come, and you dig up palaces 
which our fathers never saw, and read a language on its 
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great blocks of marble wliicb must bave beeu mitten by 
the Gins 1 Surely ! it is useless to tell you lies, because 
you know tbe trutli ! But, as to this said ' Sang-1- 
Gliyawr (Infidel’s stone !) : you -will be able to make 
nothing of it, because it is broken into pieces, most of 
wliicli are larger than my band, and many are niueb 
smaller.” I suggested tliat tbe various pieces might be 
fitted together, and if not, that all I rerpiired was, to make 
paper casts- of them, as be bad seen me do with tbe 
Artaxerxes inscription. Then came tbe objection, — “ If 
we take down the pillar, tbe tomb will fab, — and wliat, 
then, will become of me its guardian He quite forgot, 
however, that tbe same difficulty presented itself when he 
built tbe pieces into tbe pillar years ago. I proposed 
that due precautions should be taken for tbe safety of tbe 
tomb, by prqppingdtup during the short time required 
to complete my examination of the relic. His conclud- 
ing argument was by far the most potent, and here my 
chief difficulty lay ; — “ But pilgrims or workmen are 
always here now. Every person in Hizfdl is talking about 
the big idols (tbe bulls of tbe colonnade), and in a few 
days aU tbe town will be here to see them. How is 
it possible to do what you ask 1 ” I determined that 
the departure of the workmen sbotfid be hastened, and 
suggested that tbe extrication, copying, and reburial of 
tbe stone might be readily efiected some night when no 
person was in tbe neighbourhood. Here tbe subject for 
tbe present dropped, and the old man was left to ponder 
over the conversation. On Ms rising to depart, I dropped 
a few coins into bis willing band, with the remark that 
they were a portion of tbe reward' intended* to be bestowed 
for tbe trouble be bad experienced’ from so many work- 
men residing in tbe tomb. His band'clntcbed instantly 
on tbe gbttering coin, and his look, told me that be fully 
understood their real meaningsf • • ■ 
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For nearly a week the old man kept himself aloof from 
my camp, lest reports might arise injurious to his reputa- 
tion as a good Mussulman. At length, however, he inti- 
mated his -willingness to enter into my plans, provided 
a favourable opportunity should occur for that purpose. 
The workmen were duly paid off, and there appeared 
every prospect of our effecting the dark mysterious deed. 
All details were airanged, the props ready, and the 
hour fixed upon, when, to my utter vexation, a shoal 
of pilgrims arrived from Dizfiil, and seized posses- 
sion of the sanctuary which my workmen had but just 
deserted. Operations were consequently deferred, — but 
next day the numbers of the devout increased — and the 
next — and the next — till it became evident that the 
annual pilgrimage to the shrine had commenced long 
before the usual period. The wonderful repoits spread 
abroad concerning the excavations had raised public 
expectation to such a pitch that it could be no longer 
restrained ; men, women, and children, bringing their tents 
and property, and evidently contemplating a lengthened 
, stay, flocked to the banks of the Sh^our. 

The scene was a busy one, as they gathered in groups 
among the columns, and discussed the questions how and 
whence those huge blocks were conveyed to their present 
position. Children, played along the edges of the trenches, 
their rich dresses contrasting brilliantly with the now 
dying and brown vegetation of the mounds, rdowcvcr 
interesting such a scene might be at any otliei* time, it was 
anything but agreeable at that moment. I lingered for 
several da.ys upon the spot, but, the number of Daniel’s 
visitors increasing instead of diminishing, I was at length 
reluctantly obliged to abandon m.y project. For some 
■ time I was inclined to suspect that the old man had 
played me false, and that he had himself arranged the 
inopportune arrival of the pilgrims ; but it was afterwards 
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reported to me that he had been compelled to seek his 
own safety by a hasty flight in consequence of his sus- 
pected arrangements with myself. What became of him 
afterwards I never learned. 

The excavations having satisfactorily settled the 
much-debated question as to the identity of Sluish with 
the Susa of the Greeks, my next efforts were directed 
towards solving the problem vdth reference to the de- 
teiTuinat ion of the Susian rivers. 

The ancient geographers make distinct mention of four 
great streams — ^the Choaspes, Eulaeus, Koprates, and 
Pasitigris, of which the Eulaeus and Pasitigris were in- 
finitely the most important. At the present day there 
are fom rivers flowing through the province of Khuzi- 
st4n — namely, the Kerkhah, Sh^our, the Dizfhl river, and 
the K^rhn. Modern writers all concur in identifying 
the Choaspes with the Kerkhah, — ^the Koprates with the 
Dizffil river, — and the Pasitigris with the lower part of 
the K^rfln. Some even go so far as to regard the Shiour 
as the ancient Eulaeus ; but, as it is only a narrow stream, 
at certain seasons expended in cultivation before it forms 
a junction with the Dizffil river, it appears, on this evidence 
alone, highly improbable that the SMour can represent the 
navigable river by which Alexander sailed from Susa to 
the sea ; t or that which Ptoletny ■ mentions, after , the 
Mosseus, as the chief’ river of Banana. Not concurring 
in this determination, X sought upon the spot itself for 
a more satisfactory solution of the question, and was 
more fortunate in this res^rch than for the black stone 
in the tomb of Daniel. , • ,• 

The difficulty hitherto attending the subject arose, not 
so much from the ap'parently confusecl, accounts of the ' 

* Consult the “ Journal of the Royal (ir'^%raphical Society,” vol. iii., p. 
258 ; is., p. 86; xii., p. 106 ; and xvL, p. pj. =. V 

t Arriaiii -Expeditio Alexandri, lib,;‘^b.o.,-7.' ^ 
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ancients, as from onr own imperfect knowledge of the 
countries they described. Moreover, during the twenty 
centuries since those histories were written, many and vast 
changes have occurred in the courses of the rivers them- 
selves, flowing, as they do, through soft alluvial soil. 

My first inquiries were directed to Sheikh Mohammed, 
whose age and constant migrations over the adjoining 
plains, seemed most likely to afibrd the required infor- 
mation. I was not long in ascertaining that his autho- 
rity was valuable. He told me that, many years ago, a 
bifurcation of the Kerkhah took place near Pai Pdl, soon 
after issuing from the mountains; that the eastern 
branch of the river flowed about two miles eastward of 
the great mound at Slitish ; and that after absorbing the 
Sh^our at a point* below a ford, now” called Umm-et- 
timmen, it flowed to its junction with the K^rfln at 
Ahw4z. 

A few days subsequent to this conversation, during a 
ride to Dizffll, soon after passing the last of the undu- 
lating low mounds which extend in that direction, I 
noticed a considerable depression, and immediately pro- 
nounced it to be the eastern and extinct branch of the 
k Kerkhah, to which Mohammed had alluded. Its width 

I is not less than nine hundred feet, and its depth, drifted 

up -vvith sand, varies from tw^elve to twenty feet. This 
depth of channel bclo-w the level of the plain completely 
established in my mind its importance as the bod of a 
once-navigable stream ; while the numerous remains of 
irrigating canals with high embankments, wdiich diverge 
from it on either side, proved it to have been a main 
artery. The Arabs of the locality caU it the “Shat 
d,tik,” or “ ancient river.” In corroboration of this fact, 
a small runner of water from the Kerkhah flows along 
the course of the old channel, and is exhausted in the 
cultivation of the lauds on the eastern side of the ruins. 

4 a; ft I ' ' ^ 
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It is the last water-course crossed on the road from Dizfiil 
to Susa. 

I subsequently crossed this old channel at several 
different points, and observed that it everywhere retained 
the same character. Nothing would have afforded me 
greater pleasure than tracing its entire course, but other 
duties claimed my attention, and obliged me unwillingly 
to quit the plains of Susa. 

The existence of this ancient channel being once 
established, and its identity vuth the historical Eulgeus 
admitted, it is no difficult matter to reconcile aU the 
apparent discrepances of the early, geographers. We 
can fully understand how, in consequence of its con- 
necting the Kerkhah and the K^rhn, its name might be 
applied indiscriminately to either of them, and vice versd^ 
by persons not intimately acquainted with the minute 
features of the country. 

Quintus Curtins'^' informs us that, in liis march from 
Babylon, “ Alexander came to the Choaspes, and then 
entered Susa.^^ This is evidently the modern Kerkhah. 

Strabo,t however, in describing the further progress 
of the conqueror from Susa to Persepolis, enumerates the 
rivers crossed in the foUowing order : — “ Next to the 
Choaspes is the Koprates, and the Pasitigris.^^ , Now, it 
is evident that, if ‘ he crossed tho Choaspes in approach- 
ing Susa, he could not again cross it in quitting that 
capital for Persia, unless it be allowed that he crossed 
two branches of the same river. 

Ptolemy J does not allude to the Chqaspes, but places 
Susa upon the left branch of the ^Eulaeus, upwards of a 
degree above the point of copduqpce with the right arm 
of the river. The latter part bf hia 4es,<mption is some- 
what obscure, but his evidehc^ % ' materinl towards 
establishing the fact of there be®^- two brandies of tlie 
* Lib. ii. 9: . t Oasmb.i-.page;'729. X Lib. vi., c. iii. 
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Eulseus, which cannot possibly be other than the two 
streams of the Choaspes mentioned by Quintus Curtins 
and Strabo. 

Pliny/'' referring to Susa, says that ‘‘the Eulseus sur- 
rounded the citadel of the Susians,” which might well 
be the case if a branch flowed on either side of it, and 
these were connected by means of canals or moats for 
defence. 

The most interesting explanation, however, afforded 
by the identity of the Kerhhah and the old channel 
with the two streams of the Eulseus, is that of the re- 
markable passage in the Book of Daniel : t “ And I saw 
in a vision ; (and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was 
at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of 
Elam ;) and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river 
Ulai.” “ And I heard a man’s voice between the hanJcs of 
Ulai” As this expression stands, it is perfectly incom- 
prehensible; but, if we understand it to mean, hetiveen 
the two stremns of the Eulceus, nothing can be more lucid 
or intelhgible. ' 

It IS a remarkable fact, that the Sabseans divide the 
Kerkhah into three parts (one of which, as observed 
by Mr Layard, | is called “ Akhrokh ’Alaitha,” “ the 
Upper Kerkhali ”) ; which division may refer to the trunk 
stream of the ancient Kerkhah, and to its bifurcating 
branches. 

A difficult passage in Diodorus Siculus § is likeAvise 
rendered clear by the discovery of the Eulseus’ channel : — 
“ Antigonus (advancing from Susa) having passed part 
of his troops over the river (Koprates), Eumencs sud- 
denly crosses the Pasitigris, and attacks tliem. Anti- 
gonus retreats to Badace on the Eulmus, and with diffi- 

■ , . ■ ■ ■ , « 

* Lib. vi,, 0 . 27. t Chap, viii., verses 2, 1(5. 

X ‘‘Journal of the Royal Geographical Society,'’ vol. xvi., p. 94. 

§ Lib. xix., c. 17. 
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ciilty makes liis way tkrougli the country of the Cosssei 
to the inhabited part of Media.” He did not retreat to 
Susa,, because, by so doing, it would have been necessary 
to cross the eastern Eulaeus twice in his march into 
Media. He therefore preferred halting on its eastern 
bank at Badace, by this means escaping the risk of sur- 
prise while entangled ‘‘ between the banks of the Ulai.” 

There is no question among geograpliers concerning 
the identity of the Pasitigris and Eulseiis, but it Avas 
never before explained how the two names were applied 
to the same river, as must have been the case from 
Arrian’s passages ; “Nearchus sails back past the outlet 
of the Tigiis to the mouth of the Pasitigris, which he 
ascends till he comes to the bridge of boats by which 
Alexander was going to pass his army over to Susia 
The Pasitigris here is undoubtedly the KMn. 

The naA^’^ of Alexander sails from the Persian Gulf up 
to Susia (by the Pasitigris or EArdn). Alexander, who 
Avas then at Susa, eonbarhs and sails down the Eulcem 
(eAudently the extinct channel which extended to the 
Pasitigris) : he then sails from the mouth of the Eulmus 
(Pasitigris) along the Gulf coast to the mouth of the 
Tigris.”! There can be no doubt that the modern K^rdn 
Avas the ancient Pasitigris. J As Busa is distant forty miles 
from the nearest point of the Kirim, it is evident that 
the first mention of Eulseus in this passage does not refer 
to the K4rdn,. because Alexander embarked at Susa, It 
is equally apparent that the Eulseus, afterwards men- 

* Arrian, ‘^Indica/’ 42. , f Artian, "Exped. Alei.,” vii. 7. 

X Sir Henry Eawlinson remarks- Oft this- river, that it was named by the 
old Persians Dijl4M Kdd^k, or the Little Tigris,— tod this was translated 
into Arabic by Dijlah, Edjeil. A¥ithtliisiin(!ioatioft, then, he had no diffi- 
culty in recognisiiig in the Greek iraa-l th'O'oM Persian word Pas, signifying 
‘‘ low,” “ inferior,” and in thus translating’ PaBiti'grl%. like the Arabic DdjelJ, 

“ the inferior or little Dijlah.” See Jonm^' of Boyal Asiatic Society” vol. 
ix., p. 90. Other autliors adopt the more simple derivation, Pasitigris, as if 
“Persi” Tigris. . 
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tioued, could be uo other than tlie K^run, the same wliich 
Nearchus- ascended to Susia (the territory of Susa), and 
the same which Ptolemy"' mentions, after the Mosmus, as 
the chief river of Susiana. 

But a farther convincing proof that the Kerkhah bifur- 
cated in ancient times, and that its eastern arm, connecting 
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clierib at Koyiinjuk (Nineveh),* We have on it a 
representation of Susa as it stood in the days of Ashiir- 
hani-pal (to whom this monument is due), and it is the 
more interesting, because we are able to recognise upon 
it a faithful pictme of the modern ruins seen from the 
southern side ! 

The large mound on the left of this sculpture is without 
doubt the great mound or citadel, the smaller mound 
is the , palace, while the town, with its walls and date- 
trees, exactly corresponds with the low eastern ruins.t 
Nothing can be more correct than this identification. 
The inscription upon it reads “ district of Madaktu and 
an inscription on the adjoining slab, which is a con- 
tinuation of the sifbject, states that the Susians were 
defeated by the Assyrians near the district of hladaktu, 
and near the city of Shushan. 

In the large river flowing from the mountains, tod 
laving the foot of the citadel, I distinguish the Choaspes 
or modern Kerkhah — the Sh^our being then absorbed by 
this or the smaller stream, and therefore not shewn on 
the sculpture. The true Eulseus — ^the extinct river- 
channel above described — ^is undoubtedly to be identified 
with the upper and smaller river. The angle made by the 
two streams, and their direction, flowing towai:ds the large 
river, the Tigris, at the bottom; .of febe slab, must he re- 
garded as intended to represent a bifurcation, and not 
a junction. The pond between the larger rivers is the 
great Chaldsean marsh at the mouth of the KerkhakJ 

* No, 50 in the Northern Assyrian Gallery at the British Museum. 

t Compare this sculpture with the Plan of the Ei^ins. 

t On first seeing this sculpture, I at once identified the city thereon shewn 
•with Susa, without being aware that Mtf Layard had already done so. I 
was also delighted to find the rivers represented as the present configura- 
tion of the country led me to expect they shahid he, and in every respect 
agreeing with the views advanced by nae in a memoir “ On the Identification 
of the River Eulgeus,” communicated to the Royal Geographical Society. 
Mr Layard’s explanation of the rivers ('‘Nineveh and Bahyloh,” p. 452) does 
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It is imfortuiiate that the adjoining slab on the right is 
destroyed, because, * I doubt not, we should have there 
seen the other rivers, and thus had a skeleton map of the 

ancient province of Susiana. 

It may be objected that the theory above advanced, 
concerning the bifurcation of the Choaspes and Eulseus 
from the same stream, requires confirmation and further 
explanation. My behef is, that the Eulseus was an arti- 
ficial channel for irrigation and defence, formed by 
throwing a bund, or dam, across the main river, and that 
this barrier ceased to exist either from neglect or wanton 
destruction. 

The artificial bifurcation of rivers is by no means an 
unfreqiient occurrence in that alluvial region ; we need, 
therefore, have the less hesitation in adopting this mode 
of explanation. Instances have already been described in 
the two branches of the Euphrates above Babylon,''^ and 
of the K^rfin at Shfister.t The remarkable breakage of a 
modern dam on the Kerkhah itself may not be an inap- 
propriate subject here to describe. 

. Previously to 1832, the Kerkhah flowed past the large 
and important Arab town of Hfiwiza. In order to culti- 
vate the country on the north-east of the place, a person, 
called H^shem, dug a canal about fifteen miles higher up 
the river. As in the case of the ancient Pallacopas of 
Alexander, the ground proved low, soft, and yielding, and 
soon required a dam to restrain the overflowing of the 
Kerkhah into the canal. During high rises of the idvcr, 
this was frequently much damaged ; at length one night 
the whole stream of the Kerkhah, breaking down the bar- 
rier, quitted its former channel, and left Hdvdza entirely 
without water, except such as could be ol;)tained by 

not agree with mine, but be was not then aware of my having discovevod 
the extinct channel. 

* Page 44; of this work. f Pago 299 ' 
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digging wells in the old bed. Several governors of 
Klirlzistan have endeavoured to remedy this disaster, but 
so far, for many reasons, without success. A new canal 
was dug above and opposite to the Nahr H^ishem, and 
was called the Mechriyya; it being intended to divert tlie 
course of the river from the channel of the Nahr Htlshem 
into its original bed. KhMer Mirza spent, it was said, 
7000 tomans in building a bund or dam across the 
Kerkhah at the now cut when the river was at its 
lowest level; as soon as the great rise took place, the 
water flowed into the Mechriyya cutting, but, from some 
cause unexplained, rushed back again, utterly demolishing 
the bund and all the works on which the Prince had 
expended so large a sum. 

There can be little doubt that the bifurcation of the 
Eulseus from the Kerkhah was effected by means of a 
similar bund, and that the desertion of its chaimel was 
caused by the breaking of this artificial barrier in a man- 
ner similar to the N^hr Hdshem in modern times. 

The points connected with the determination of the 
Eulmus are of great importance in enabhng us to com- 
prehend the comparative geography of the country in 
question, and it is satisfactory, by thus explaining away 
apparent discrepances, to rescue the veracity of the 
early historians from unmerited censure and disparage- 
ment.t 

A day or two before quitting Susa, I received intimation 
that the Prince’s secretary head received a large bribe, and 
was about intriguing to obtain pardon for Sheikh Ab- 
dullah from, the Slrih-zA*ia. Such being the case, I 
determined on being beforehand with the Vizir. Sem iiug, 

* Nearly 500 sterling, ' ■ 

t Such of my readers as may desire to iuveatigate this interesting sabjec|i 
more fully, will find the above details more' minutelylaid down in my paper 
“ On the Determination of the Eiver Bulseus of the Greek Historians,”' 
communicated to tire Eoyal Geographidal Society. 
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therefore, for Sheildi Gh^fil, I gave him to understand 
that, being about to quit the country, it was my desire 
to do so without, if possible, leaving behind me any 
rancorous feeling towards Europeans ; that I, therefore, 
entirely forgave Abdullah ; and that, as a proof of my 
being in earnest, I should likewise use my influence wdth 
the Prince to obtain his forgiveness. I reminded him of 
the dislike which the Arabs had long entertained towards 
my countrymen, and that all the return we had received 
for the money spent in the district, and for our endea- 
vours to estabbsh amicable relations with them, was a 
determination to oppose our objects. 

He acknowledged that we had always acted bountifully, 
and endeavoured to do good; — “But,” said he, “the Arab is 
an Arab; he was born a donkey, and you cannot expect 
that he will die a horse !” At the same time he admitted 
that the opinions of his people had much changed regard- 
ing the Eirenghis since our residence among them. 
“ They have at least discovered that Firenghis have one 
and the same God as themselves ; that they are just and 
honourable in their dealings — a fact which they could not 
say for Arab or Persian ; you have not dug up the Ijn^m’s 
bones, but, on the contrary, it is observed that you have 
evinced the greatest desire not to injure a single stone, 
out of respect for the feelings of the Arabs !” Such was 
the opinion pronounced by the chief of the ’All Kethir 
on his intercourse with Europeans'. 

Although my residence at Susa had been accompanied 
with much opposition and annoyance, yet, on the whole, 
I had j)assed an agreeable three months upon its moimds, 
which had now become endeared to me like old friends, 
from whom I felt loath to part. At length, however, the 
day arrived when I was destined to take a final leave of 
a spot associated with many interesting recollections. 

JBefore quitting the plains, I spent a day at the camp 
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of Slieikli Moliamnied, who had so frequently been my 
resource in case of need from the date of our first inter- 
view. At Ihdding him adieu, in return for his trouldc 
and kind services, 1 placed on his shoulders a handsome 
al)ba, with which he was as content as though it had been 
a bag of tomans. I had likewise intended to visit Sheikh 
Ghafil, Imt his camp being out of the way, and the heat 
too great for comfort, I contented myself with sending 
him a dress of honour by the messenger he had deputed 
to guide me to his encampment. On receiving the dress 
for his chief, the messenger placed it upon his head, and 
went through such a series of contortions, inflexions, genu- 
flexions, and manoeuvres, that it appeared as if the honour 
were too weighty for him to bear, and that he was hkely 
to sink under its astounding influence. 

A great change had indeed taken place in the beha^dour 
of the Arabs. The intercourse established between us 
had had the effect of uprooting many fixed prejudices, 
and, I trust, that future travellers will experience a more 
courteous and hospitable reception than that which greeted 
the Frontier Commission on three several occasions. The 
more I saw of the Arabs, the more convinced was I that, 
however wild or bigoted they may be, they possess at 
heart a disposition capable of love and respect towards 
the Firenghl. ^ 
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